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7KH IROORZLQJ VHFWLRQ Dis OEXOSMRXORQRPBQIMRY XPHQWY ZLWKRXW 6FX0S
LQFOXGLQJ WKH EDVH |R&MNOMR QXPWMRELNOZWW K Q WKH VFXOSWHKRWHIEQEB\ IDVV ED)
QXPEHU RI IDEFWRUV ,QGLFDWRUWV BDYXMORE H[PRPY R WKEWEXOSWXUH DQG

6FXOSWXUH %DVH

, ] KROORZ LV WKH LQWHUQDO VXSSRUW BREWDEOH H[SRVBIE"
/RRN IRU VLIQV RI HIWHULRU UXVW

$Q\ HYLGHQFH RI VWUXFWXUDO LQVWDELOLW\" BB
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/RRN IRU HOHPHQWY L H VZRUGVARPXVRAIHWYLRDQGY DUPV H
GXH WR YDQGDOLVP IOXFWXDWLQJ ZHDWKHU FRQGLWLRQV HW

$Q\ FUDFNV VSOLWYV EUHDNV RU KROHV" BBB
$OVR ORRN IRU VLIQV RI XQHYHQPODWWHHNWDO ZHDNQHVV LQ WKH

6XUIDFH $SSHIFKBIGNHDVY PDQ\ DV PD\ DSSO\

6FXOSWXUH %DVH
%ODFN FUXVWLQJ BBB B
"KLWH FUXVWLQJ BBB BE
(WFKHG SLWWHG RU RWKHUZLVH FRUURGHG RQ PHB\BDO
OHWDOOLF VWDLQLQJ UXQ RIlI TURP FRSSHU LURQ BIBB-

2UJDQLF JURZWK PRVV DOJDH OLFKHQ RU YLQHV BBI
&KDON\ RU SRZGHU\ VWRQH BBB
*UDQXODU HURGLQJ RI VWRQH BBB
6SDOOLQJ RI VWRQH VXUIDFH VSOLWWLQJ RII BB
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'RHVY ZDWHU FROOHFW LQ UHFHVVHGBY HBBB RRWBH GHQMREWLHD W/'RBW B O (
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7TKDQN \RX IRU \RXU KHOS DQG DWWHQWLRQ WR GHWDLO

6216 2)81,219(7(5$162) 7+(&9,/: $5
IDWLRQDO &LYLO :DU OHPRULDOV &RPPLWWHH

7KLV IRUP PD\ EH SKRWRFRSLHG < 6RQV RI 8@QKRQE&AHWEBUDQVIRERU:S



I BY 1351
a1 -COODWIN

o

E Pir it
INDER:
o













7+( %851,1* $1' 5(3%,5 2) 0221(<-6 %5,"*(
IRON MOUNTAIN RAILROAD:

DE SOTO, MISSOURI SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1864

Moonéy s Bridge aévlt‘appears today

By Douglas Roussin, Fletcher Camp Commander

In the autumn of 1864, Missourians had experienced theeglf\ar for
three and a half years. It had to deal with major battlesnangkirmishes. These
EDWWOHY LQFOXGHG /HILQJWRQ DQXG: :ZBVWAE& LQ &UHHH
the state and the Battle of Belmont, Island No. 10 and Newd Mestvutheastern
Missouri. Between the fall of 1861 and the spring of 1862 0ubstrn forces had



been driven from the state and had retreated into Arkamsaghis point, Missouri
would be subjected to numerous guerilla raids both large andianyadimall
groups of men would move about freely in Missouri as icéepeaiders. This
resulted in terrible suffering for the residents on lo#h. si

The fall of 1861 saw one of the earliest raids into MiS3wosinvas led by
General M. Jeff Thompson. This raid led to the only ttile inalefferson County,
The Battle of North Big River Bridge. General Thompson againntred Union
forces, a few miles south at Blackwell Station. The main elgétitig was to burn
the bridges leading from St. Louis to Pilot Knob. At this jpainé war the rules of
battle were followed, and the Union forces were paroldte War progressed, the
rules of war were not always followed. Many atrocitesavesed to the residents of
the state, both military and civilian. The years of 1862G8sai8larger raids led by
men like General Shelby and General Marmaduke.

To the residents of Missouri, the late summer and autummnt dfaiBbeen
filled with guerilla activities . But they were still noaprddor the avalanche that
was heading their way. The Federal forces in the east hadtbaeus in many
battles, but the cost had been high with thousands ditiesudéotwithstanding
this, the Confederacy was in trouble. General Shermanheasusskirts of Atlanta
and General Grant was slowly moving towards Richmond. ThdeZatgfe
government would need a bold plan to relieve some of thegthkedunion forces
were bringing.

THE INVASION OF MISSOURI

In order to alleviate the pressure at Richmond and Atlaotd, @an was
devised to invade the state of Missouri. This would aptaiticg both St. Louis and
Jefferson City. More than 25,000 infantry were beingegatépanove into Missouri
from Arkansas if St. Louis was to be captured by Priceolldipaossibly lead to an
invasion of lllinois. At the very least, an invasion of Missould force President
Lincoln to send troops to repel the Confederate forces.

In mid-September, General Sterling Price organized a new ArrsgooiriMi
SULFHV:- DUP\ ZRXOG FRQVLVW RIHWKWHH G-IDWLD/QA BR\Q V
commander. This army would consist of 12,000 men. BrigatkealGQee Shelby
would be in command of 3,300 men, making up the first diViseosecond and
largest division would be commanded by Brigadier Generdfléammeg Fagan.

This division numbered over 5,000 men. The last divisionmmasamded by the son
of a former governor of Missouri, Brigadier General John Sapgveymaduke.
His division counted over 3,700 men.

By September 26, 1864, Price had moved northward throunggasbut
Missouri and was entering the Shut-in-Gap in Arcadig, W&te90 miles south of
St. Louis. The resulting Battle of Pilot Knob was a hard foaitjle with a large
QXPEHU RI &RQIHGHUDWH FDXV BOIWIAH'YV THIUHP EDRRBC



allowed the Union forces to fortify St. Louis. The Uniondancder General Ewing

were forced to abandon Fort Davidson and retreat to Rudle Were constant rear

guard skirmishes with the rebels in pursuit. The greatnmasiissouri now

EHFDPH NQRZQ DV 3ULFH:-V UDLG UM HFHQW\ RURKN K&
eastern Missouri. Price moved his army westward tdeffedson City and later

farther west towards Kansas City, where he was dataae®attle of Westport.

He was driven south. Missouri had been saved but the pastrotttbn and

plunder by the confederate forces would be rememberddrgrtime.

+( '(6758&7,21 2) 0221 (<BRIDGE

$V *HQHUDO (ZLQJ ZDV HQURXWH WR ELORW .QRE
infantry occupied De Soto and bridges along the Iron Mo&a#ioad. On
September 29, fearing that the Confederate forces ebldhond him and cut him
off from St. Louis, General Smith moved his troops northward amilsets along
the Meramec River. He concluded De Soto was of no militaryOrakreday
afternoon , September 30, 300 Arkansas troops (probably fieral®¢illiam L.
&DEHOO: -V % UL JD Gdwittbdederk 6 ldestrayQhe deoRand water tanks
DQG ORRQH\:V %ULGJH 7KH $UND/QWBWWRURRSASEBDOE
moved on reaching Victoria just 3 miles north. Later, scongstbirteenth Missouri
Cavalry (US) entered De Soto. These units reported thetaesof three bridges
and two water tanks along the railroad and stated thatitb@eea south of De
Soto was infested by rebels.
On October 1, a scout train moving...... ...
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i b S . Irenches located in the woods east of the bridge

I'renches located on a hill above the bridge south, reported all the tracks and brldges
were undamaged W KH EULGJH RQH PLOH VRXWK RI 9LFWRU]
advised the rebuilding of the bridge to open the railroaddtirer 19 miles south, A



howitzer was requested along with a repair company. On Qgtbleeboto was re-
occupied by Union troops.

SPECIAL ORDERS # 206

SPECIAL Orders No. 206 was issued from Headquarters Saint Linigis Dis
St. Louis, Mo. October 3, 1864. This order directed tHdllirds Infantry under
the command of Colonel John W. Goodwin to proceed via thslbontain
Railroad to Carondelet, MO. at as early an hour tomorrow morpragtasble.
Upon arriving, Colonel Goodwin reported to Brig. Gen. Matglam for orders.
The regiment was to proceed south to repair the bridgeog¥itttoria.
The 138th Regiment, lllinois Infantry, was organized Jur&621This was a
100 day Regiment consisting of 10 companies. It was orgafiaatp Wood,
Quincy, IL. with Colonel John W. Goodwin commanding. After itemitle
regiment was ordered to Fort Leavenworth Kansas, fsogatuty. They scouted
the western counties of Missouri where they drove thiéaguert. They were
ILQLVKLQJ WKHLU GD\V DV 3UVYHHL\Q U DMMMKCHBHIBDW®QIH
voluntarily extended their term of service. They were ddsigard and duty along
the Iron Mountain Railroad.
Conflicting reports as to the numbers and positions dfagisouth and west
of De Soto were reported to General William Rosecrans in StHeooidered that
the 138th be issued entrenching tools and ordered to Fatifgdsitions around
ORRQH\V %ULGJH 7KLV EHFDPH NQRZQ DV &DPS *RR
%\ 2FWREHU WK WKH WK ZDV FDP@GEGVDHRXRG
had begun on several locations on the hillside surround tlee Gatbgel Goodwin
ordered a moon shaped redoubt dug near the bridge aralthesachng north to
+LOOVERUR 2Q 2FWREHU WK DW HJBRHQRRKZVLQ U
ILQLVKHG WUHQFKLQJ DW WKLVLMD PRBUMEWH. G DH/ ERXULGH
supplies to arrive by train but to cut timber from the surrapadea and put up a
temporary trestle work. His men began the repairs and oriG&ttoksoodwin
reported that the repairs would be finished the followyndgdgadier General Miller
took the first train across the bridge on October 7th. Tihetem proceeded south
to the next burned bridge.
Colonel Goodwin reported that his men were unwilling totgerfaouth to
GR UHSDLU ZRUN $V 3ULFH:-V DUP\HIOMNG WR BMG AW
subsided, the men were unwilling to serve longer becausenthef service had
expired. The regiment was then returned to Camp Butler,, Miners they
mustered out October 14, 1864. The regiment had lost ten ofahedilled in 100
days.
TheareaaroQ G ORRQH\-V %YULGJH ZRXOG EH JXDUGHG
war. In the years following, the bridge was rebuilt with iroteahdtsvould never



again be destroyed in combat. The trenches and redaubbareforgotten and
would remain hidden for the next
150 years. It was rumored that a fort once stood in Delgaio bne knew where it
was located. Only recently, has the redoubt and tren€leamfsoodwin been
rediscovered.

$ QXPEHU RI &LYLO :DU UHOLFV ZHVUHE HBKQ@WRD W (
by members of the 138th lllinois Infantry or other compahiesvere stationed at
the bridge. The relics included tips from bayonets, scalbiodt@ss, coins, square
nails and bullets. Part of a powder flask was found-ibynganches. There were
also the remains of an entrenching shovel. The shovehsgldmoken and was left
by the men of the 138th Illinois Infantry.

Mooney Bridge Marker Dedication
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