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�(�G�L�W�R�U�¶�V��Comments 
          Well, I wondered what I was going to write about.  Then, out of the airwaves comes this controversy about the Confederate flag, Confederate 
monuments, Confederate street names, Confederate toilet papers, you name it.  We must adhere to the SUVCW official position, General Order #26, as 
posted on line at the website.   
          At the end of the Civil War many called for war crimes trials and only two were held for minor individuals.  Now, we have people comparing being 
Confederate to being Nazi.  If that comparison is accurate, then I can only say that the Nazis had their war crimes trials after WW2 at Nurnberg.  Is this 
now the war crimes trials of the Confederates, only 150 years too late?  The Catholic Church dug up the grave of John Wycliffe, an English reformer, and 
had his bones tried in absentia, burned at the stake, and scattered into the river nearby.  Are we going to do this next for Confederate leaders?  �:�K�\���F�D�Q�·�W��
they just be treated like we did to the Japanese, who got off relatively lightly after the war?   
        It is the opinion of the editor, and not necessarily the SUVCW, that here in America we have too many people, white and black, who are walking 
around with chips on their shoulders.  Whites who still think blacks are now getting preferential treatment �D�Q�G���E�O�D�F�N�V���Z�K�R���F�D�Q�·�W��forgive the slavery of their 
�D�Q�F�H�V�W�R�U�V�������%�U�D�]�L�O���K�D�G���V�O�D�Y�H�U�\���W�K�H�\���G�R�Q�·�W���V�H�H�P���W�R���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H�V�H���L�V�V�X�H�V�������+�H�U�H���Z�H���K�D�G��over 300,000 white men go to war and die to free black slaves.  Where 
else has that EVER been done in history!  Where is the thanks?  That thanks should be everyone working together to make and keep America great, just as 
our Union ancestors did!  If our own ancestors remembered their own heroism by recognizing the bravery of their foes, does it have to change now?  If 
however, you feel so guilty about your Confederate collection that you have to throw it away, including your Robert E. Lee postage stamps and US 
�F�R�L�Q�D�J�H�����S�O�H�D�V�H���I�H�H�O���I�U�H�H���W�R���V�H�Q�G���L�W���W�R���P�H�������$�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���,���G�R�Q�·�W���N�H�H�S�����,�·�O�O���J�O�D�G�O�\���P�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���L�W���H�Q�G�V���X�S���L�Q���D���P�X�V�H�X�P���V�R�P�H�Z�K�H�U�H�� 
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[The following article was written by a California SUVCW member trying to correct a 
historic error at the Jefferson City National Cemetery.  This is an excellent example of what 

the SUVCW does to preserve the memory of our Union soldiers. �² ed. ] 
 

The Thomas M. Goodman Grave Marker at  
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, Jefferson 

City, MO: A Necessary Name Correction 
By  

Neil D. Blazey 21 November 2014 
Abstract 
 
The grave marker at Section 45, Site 1642 at 
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, Missouri 
bears the inscription � Ǵoodman, Thomas M, d. 
09/27/1864, US Army, SGT�µ�����7�K�H���G�D�W�H���R�I���G�H�D�W�K��
corresponds to that of the American Civil War 
event known as the Centralia Massacre. The 
soldiers who died there and who could be 
identified are all buried closely adjacent to the 
Goodman Site. 
 
Sgt. Thomas M. Goodman who was serving with 

the 1st Missouri Engineers at the time was in fact a notable survivor of the Centralia Massacre and 
described his experience immediately afterwards in a newspaper interview and also in his memoir 
published in 1868. In about 1873 Goodman and his family removed from their home in 
Hawleyville, IA to Santa Rosa, CA. He died there in 1886 and is buried in the Santa Rosa Rural 
Cemetery.  
 
Incontrovertibly the grave at Section 45, Site 1642 at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, 
Missouri does not bear the remains of Sgt. Thomas M. Goodman, 1st Missouri Engineers who 
bore witness to the Centralia Massacre on September 27, 1864; the marker is erroneously inscribed 
with his name. 
 
This narrative describes and analyses the evidence that has been accumulated to show, essentially 
beyond doubt, that the grave marker at Section 45, Site 1642 at Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery, Missouri should instead bear the name of Valentine T. Peters, SGT 1st Missouri 
Engineers who was killed at the Centralia Massacre on September 27, 1864. 
 
1. Background 
 
�7�K�H���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O�L�D���0�D�V�V�D�F�U�H�����´�W�K�H���0�D�V�V�D�F�U�H�µ�����Z�D�V���D�Q���L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K��
unarmed Union soldiers were captured and executed at Centralia, Missouri on the morning of 
September 27, 1864 by the pro-Confederate guerrilla leader William T. Anderson.  
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To distinguish the events in Centralia itself from those during the same afternoon outside the town, 
the guerrilla actions that occurred in town that morning are usually referred to as "the  Massacre," 
while the contest between the guerrillas and Major Johnston's command southeast of Centralia 
during the afternoon is called the "Battle". The Centralia Monument at Jefferson City National 
Cemetery commemorates only the members of Companies A, G and H of the 39th Regiment of the 
Missouri Volunteer Infantry commanded by Major Johnston who were killed in action near 
Centralia on Sept. 27, 1864, i.e. the Battle in the afternoon. Since a large majority of the infantry 
regiment died that day it is often confusingly referred to as the "Centralia Massacre".  
 
Historical accounts of the Massacre - including those written in the days following September 27, 
1864, as well as those written years later - contain many inconsistencies and contradictions. Many 
details of what happened that day can be disputed from the myriad of historical evidence available 
(1). 
 
Contemporary military reports stated that the soldiers murdered at the Massacre were 20 (2) to 21 
(3, 4) in number. A recently compiled list of those killed provides the names and some biographical 
detail of 19 of the 21 soldiers killed (5). 
 
2. Sgt. Thomas M. Goodman, 1st Missouri Engineers 
The Thomas M. Goodman Marker at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery 
 
The grave marker at Section 45, Site 1642, Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, Missouri bears 
�W�K�H���L�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���´Goodman, Thomas M, d. 09/27/1864, US Army, SGT�µ�����W�K�H���G�D�W�H���R�I���G�H�D�W�K��
corresponds to the date of the Massacre. Nine soldiers who died on that occasion are buried near 
the Goodman plot; e.g. ARNOLD, J. K. is buried at Section 45 Site 1664, BROWN, William R. is 
buried at Section 45 Site 1621 and CARPENTER, C. G. is buried at Section 45 Site 
1666. Therefore it is inarguable that this is the apparent gravesite of Sgt. Thomas M. Goodman 
who served in Company C of the 1st Missouri Engineers at the time of his apparent death at the 
Massacre. 
 
Thomas M. Goodman Misidentified as Victim of the Massacre 
 
Thomas M. Goodman was incorrectly reported killed at the Massacre as mentioned in his own 
account to a newspaper shortly after the event when in transit to his place of residence in 
Hawleyville, IA (6). Mention of that fact is also made in his memoir published in 1868 (7).  
 
The misinformation seems to have originated from another newspaper story five days after the 
Massacre, which reported that one Thomas Goodwin was one of the murdered soldiers (8). No 
record of a Thomas Goodwin is found on the 1st Missouri Engineers Regimental roster (9). It is 
therefore reasonable to infer that �D���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�·�V���E�R�G�\���Z�D�V���P�L�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���D�V���W�K�D�W���R�I���7�K�R�P�D�V���0����
Goodman and that the aforementioned newspaper account either misreported his name or the 
identifier of the body provided the misspelled last name. The same newspaper story also reported 
�W�K�D�W���´�6�H�U�J�·�W���&�O�D�L�E���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q�µ���Z�D�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���L�V���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���P�L�V�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
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Claiborne Thompson of the 1st Missouri Engineers was a Private in that Regiment and mustered 
out on March 26, 1865 (10). 
 
It is also reasonable to infer that the misidentification of a body as that of Goodman occurred at 
least partly because he was missing immediately after the Massacre; as described by Goodman he 
was taken hostage by Anderson (6, 7). The report by Chas. H. Lathrop, Surgeon 1st Iowa Cavalry 
the day after the Massacre (11) documents the body of an unnamed Sergeant and, based on the 
newspaper account (8), it can be concluded that it was subsequently identified as that of 
Thomas Goodwin  i.e. Thomas M. Goodman. 
 
�,�W���L�V���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�H���W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V���W�K�H���Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U�·�V���H�U�U�R�U���L�Q���U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���*�R�R�G�P�D�Q�·�V���Q�D�P�H���D�V���*�R�R�G�Z�L�Q���E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
the further newspaper item 12 days later (6) �W�K�D�W���W�H�O�O�V���R�I���*�R�R�G�P�D�Q�·�V���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���D�V���D���K�R�V�W�D�J�H���R�I��
�$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q�·�V���J�X�H�U�L�O�O�D�V���P�D�N�H�V���L�W���F�O�H�D�U���W�K�D�W���*�R�R�G�P�D�Q���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���P�X�U�G�H�U�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���P�D�V�V�D�F�U�H����
�&�R�U�U�R�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\�����*�R�R�G�P�D�Q�·s correct name and rank were ultimately inscribed on the marker on the 
grave at Section 45, Site 1642 at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, Missouri. 
 
Since there was only one soldier (Sgt. Valentine T. Peters) among the victims with the rank of 
Sergeant (5) �L�W���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���D�S�S�H�D�U�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�K�D�W���*�R�R�G�P�D�Q�·�V���Q�D�P�H���Z�D�V���D�V�F�U�L�E�H�G�����E�\���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q����
�W�R���W�K�H���E�R�G�\���R�I���W�K�H���6�H�U�J�H�D�Q�W�������V�W���0�L�V�V�R�X�U�L���(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�V���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q���/�D�W�K�U�R�S�·�V���U�H�S�R�U�W���Z�L�W�K���Q�R���Q�D�P�H��
identification at all or at least one that was not verifiable. 
 
Thomas M. Goodman a Survivor of the Massacre is buried in Santa Rosa, CA 
 
It is certain that Sgt. Thomas M. Goodman, 1st Missouri Engineers survived the Centralia 
Massacre. In about 1873 he and his family removed from their home in Hawleyville, IA to Santa 
Rosa, CA. He died there on February 5, 1886 and was buried in Plot 52 of the Eastern Half Circle 
of the Santa Rosa, CA Rural Cemetery. His is a notable grave in that cemetery (12, 13) and has a 
Standard Government Headstone. That the Thomas M. Goodman buried in that grave in Santa 
Rosa, CA is the same Thomas M. Goodman who survived the Massacre is confirmed by a) 
observing the continuity of vital information relevant to him and his family in the 1860, 1870 and 
1880 U.S. Federal Census records (14, 15, 16) b) The mention in 1882 of his then residency in 
California made by Switzler in his account of the Massacre and Battle (17) and c) the history of his 
�U�H�J�L�P�H�Q�W���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q�������������U�H�F�R�U�G�V���*�R�R�G�P�D�Q�·�V���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�D�O���R�I���W�K�H���0�D�V�V�D�F�U�H���D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���L�W���H�U�U�R�Q�H�R�X�V�O�\��
states the date of the Massacre (Oct 1864)and the date (1887) and place of his death as Santa 
Barbara, CA (18). 
 
3. Sgt Valentine T. Peters, 1st Missouri Engineers 
 
Short Account of his Life and Military Service 
 
Valentine T. Peters was born in Indiana about 1840 (19, 20). His father died when he was 2 years 
old. On July 05, 1857 Valentine Peters married Evaretta (later known as Avarilla) Schooler in Holt 
County, MO. On August 21, 1861 when mustered into Company H of the 25th Regiment of 
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Volunteers (which later became the 1st Missouri Engineers) he resided in Whig Valley, Holt Co. 
MO (22). 
 
On September 14, 1864 he was discharged at the expiration of his service as shown on his 
regimental service record card (21). His rank/unit was Sergeant, Company M, 1st Missouri 
Engineers. He was returning home to his wife and two young daughters at the time of his death at 
the Massacre on September 27, 1864. 
 
No burial record could be found for Sgt Valentine T. Peters using the National Cemetery 
Association grave locator website http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/index.html and additional 
searches of genealogical data available at www.Ancestry.com did not produce any burial record for 
him. 
 
�3�H�W�H�U�V�·���G�H�D�W�K���D�W���W�K�H���0�D�V�V�D�F�U�H���L�V���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���5�H�J�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O���5�R�V�W�H�U��(22) �D�Q�G���L�Q���*�R�R�G�P�D�Q�·�V 
memoir (23) where his heroic struggle is described; �´�2�Q�H���E�U�D�Y�H���P�D�Q�����6�H�U�J�H�D�Q�W���3�H�W�H�U�V�����P�D�G�H���D desperate 
struggle for his life, and succeeded in felling a number of his assailants, and obtaining a temporary respite beneath the 
station-office. It was fired at once, and finally by force of circumstances alone the fiends succeeded in killing their 
�Y�L�F�W�L�P�µ��Contemporary and latter day accounts of the Massacre also document his demise in even 
more graphic detail (24).  
 
�3�H�W�H�U�V�·���G�H�D�W�K���L�V���D�O�V�R���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���F�R�P�S�L�O�H�G���O�L�V�W of 21 victims (5). It includes two 
�V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���D�V���´unknown�µ�����7�K�H���I�L�Q�L�W�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���D���6�H�U�J�H�D�Q�W and/or 
�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�\���E�X�U�L�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���´�*�R�R�G�P�D�Q���J�U�D�Y�H�µ���D�W���-�H�I�I�H�U�V�R�Q���%�D�U�U�D�F�N�V���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�H�P�H�W�H�U�\���Z�D�V eliminated 
by identifying those two soldiers. They are; 
 

a) Lewis Thompson, Artificer, Company L, 1st Missouri Engineers who was mustered in 
on July 15, 1863 (25). He died 9/27/1864 and is buried at Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery at Section 45, Site 1641. Interestingly this is next to �W�K�H���´�*�R�R�G�P�D�Q�µ���6�L�W�H���L�Q���W�K�H 
�´�&�H�Q�W�U�D�O�L�D�µ���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����+�L�V���L�V���D�V�V�X�U�H�G�O�\���W�K�H���E�R�G�\���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���E�\���6�X�U�J�H�R�Q���/�D�W�K�U�R�S���D�V��� -́-- Thomson, 
1st Engineers, on furlough�µ��(11). It seems possible that his body could have been confused 
initially with that of Claiborne Thompson who had been reported killed at the Massacre (8). 

 
Lewis Thompson is not listed on the regimental roster (9) which probably has contributed to 
�K�L�V���´unknown�µ���V�W�D�W�X�V���R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�L�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���N�L�O�O�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���0�D�V�V�D�F�U�H (5). 

 
b) William R. Brown, Rank unknown, Unit unknown. He, as mentioned in Section 2 of this 
narrative, is buried at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery at Section 45, Site 1621. His 
�E�R�G�\���Z�D�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���L�Q���/�D�W�K�U�R�S�·�V���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���N�L�O�O�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���0�D�V�V�D�F�U�H (11). There 
can be little doubt that it is his killing that was described by an eyewitness; 
 
� T́here was a sick soldier on the train who had been in a St. Louis hospital and his father was bringing him 
home. He was taken from his father, put in line and shot down.�µ��(26). 

 
Why was the body of Sgt. Valentine T. Peters not identified after the Massacre? 
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�,�W���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q���Z�L�W�K���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\���Z�K�\���3�H�W�H�U�V�·���E�R�G�\���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O 
record offers some clues; 
 

i. Lathrop reported that �´�0�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H�P���Z�H�U�H���K�R�U�U�L�E�O�\���P�X�W�L�O�D�W�H�G�����L�Q���V�R�P�H��instances the clothing 
and skin were "powder burned," showing that the weapons of the murderers when discharged were 
but a short distance from their unhappy victims. There is scarcely a body that did not receive more 
�W�K�D�Q���R�Q�H���Z�R�X�Q�G�����D�Q�G���V�R�P�H���I�R�X�U���R�U���I�L�Y�H���µ (11). In light of the especially brutal manner in 
which Peters died (22 & 23) it is not unexpected that identification of his body the 
day after the Massacre would have been a forensic challenge. 

ii. It appears that at least some of the soldiers killed at the Massacre were not dressed 
in their uniforms because �´�7�K�H���U�H�E�H�O�V���F�R�Q�I�L�V�F�D�W�H�G���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���F�O�R�W�K�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���D�Q�G then 
�O�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H�P���X�S���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���W�R���E�H���V�K�R�W���µ��(27). 
 

iii.  Peters apparently had removed at least some of his uniform in order to avoid 
detection b�\���$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q�·�V���J�X�H�U�L�O�O�D�V��because the following excerpt from an eyewitness 
report closely matches the description of the manner in which he is known to have 
died (22 & 23) ; �´�2�Q�H���I�L�Q�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���\�R�X�Q�J���P�D�Q�����D���V�X�U�J�H�R�Q���>�L���H�������D���V�H�U�J�H�D�Q�W�@���L�Q���V�R�P�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\�� 
stripped off his uniform to put on citizens clothes, but he did not have time to make the change and 

was marshaled out with the rest. He did not fall 
in the first fire but broke and ran towards the 
engine where I was standing at the time looking 
on and it was hard telling which they were 
shooting at, the soldier or me, for a second the 
bullets were plowing the ground up all round me. 
He turned and went between the engine and the 
baggage car and crawled under the depot, but the 
depot was all on fire so he could not stay under 
there. He came out on the other side of the depot 
and they caught him again and brought him 
around and shot him down where he started from 
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�H�V�W�����´��(26)  
 
That this indeed occurred is corroborated 
by another account by eyewitness Reuben 
Russell who �´�«�V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���W�Z�R���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���V�W�U�L�S�S�H�G��
off their uniforms while still on the train, but were 
�F�D�X�J�K�W���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���G�R�Q���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q���F�O�R�W�K�H�V���µ��
(28). 
 
In summary it is apparent that the body 
identified by Lathrop as that of a 

Sergeant, 1st Missouri Engineers had nothing associated with it such as documentation or clothing 
initials/name to enable identification. In regard to Sergeant Peters this is not surprising.  

Gravesite at Santa Rosa Rural Cemetery, California 
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Conclusion 
 
The grave marker at Section 45, Site 1642 at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery bears the 
�L�Q�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���´Goodman, Thomas M, d. 09/27/1864, US Army, SGT�µ�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H 
cemetery are buried those victims of the Centralia Massacre on 9/27/1864 who could be identified 
at the time. 
 
The historical facts presented in this narrative preclude any possibility that Thomas M. Goodman, 
Sgt., 1st Missouri Engineers, who was a witness to the Massacre, is buried there and the marker is 
therefore incorrect. 
 
Twenty-�R�Q�H���X�Q�D�U�P�H�G���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�����W�D�N�H�Q���D�V���D���J�U�R�X�S���I�U�R�P���D���W�U�D�L�Q���E�\���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���7�����$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q�·�V guerillas, 
were killed at the Massacre and the identities of all have now been ascertained. Sgt. Peters was one 
of them and was the only Sergeant in the unfortunate group. The U.S. Army Surgeon who 
examined and identified some of their bodies on the day after the Massacre recorded that one of 
them was that of a Sergeant, 1st Missouri Engineers but was unable to ascribe a name. Shortly after 
the Massacre Sgt. Goodman was reported by a newspaper to have been one of those murdered at 
the Massacre.  
 
It is abundantly evident that the body of the Sergeant of the 1st Missouri Engineers, of identity 
unknown to the Surgeon who examined it, was mistakenly identified as that of Sgt. Thomas M. 
Goodman, 1st Missouri Engineers by a person unknown; it was in fact that of Sgt. Valentine T. 
Peters of the same regimental unit. 
 
There can be no doubt that the plot at Section 45, Site 1642 is the grave of Sgt. Valentine T. Peters, 
Sgt., 1st Missouri Engineers and the marker should be amended accordingly. 
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�&�R�O�O�H�F�W�R�U�·�V���&�R�U�Q�H�U 
By  

Douglas Roussin 
 

Grave Markers/Flag Holders part 2 
 The Grand Army of  the Republic, for many years decorated the graves of  deceased 
comrades with iron, brass and bronze flag holders/grave markers.  When a Post went out of  
existence, the items of  that post were sometimes divided among the remaining veterans or were 
sold.  The grave markers were sometimes recycled into an assortment of  items including plaques.  
This was done by removing the knobs in the back and then drilling holes through the marker.  
Below are four markers which were at one time attached to a board.  They were cleaned of  rust and 
painted.  Included is a grave/flag holder for the Ladies of  the GAR Circle 120. 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
These star shaped markers were recovered many 
years ago by a collector who painstakingly 
removed the rust and painted them black.  The 
raised areas were painted gold and silver.   A close 
examination still reveals how pitted and rusted 
they once were. A small hole was drilled at the top 
point of  the star for attachment to a board.   
 
�&�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���X�V�H�G���W�K�H���´�V�W�D�U�µ���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q���L�Q���D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I ��
ways and marketed them to individuals within the 
Post.  Many of  these grave marker/flag holders 
have survived as desk ornaments.  Some were 
purchased by the Post and displayed in their halls.  
Many individual members purchased these items 
as desk ornaments or for display in the parlor of  

their homes.  Below are two examples of  desk ornaments. 
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 The desk ornament  on the left is almost 9 inches tall.  It 
is a generic piece with GAR and 1861-1865 in the middle 
of  two circles.  The arms of  the star have the branches of  
service and the trefoils have a raised star.  The star is held 
to a thin tin base by a brass rod.  The base rest on small 
cannon balls.  These cannon balls are used as the legs. On 
�W�K�H���E�D�F�N���R�I ���W�K�H���V�W�D�U���L�V���W�K�H���P�D�N�H�U�·�V���Q�D�P�H�����7�U�H�Q�W�R�Q���(�P�E�O�H�P��
Co., Trenton, N. J.    
 
 The last desk ornament is 10 inches tall and was also 
made by the Trenton 
Emblem Co. of  
Trenton, N. J.  The star 
has the GAR letters 
with an addition of  
Post 19.  The star is 
attached to a polished 

granite base. This desk display came out of  Missouri Post 19. 
This post was the Phil Kearney Post and was located in Laclede, 
Missouri.                                                                                                

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Anderson Pile (February 11, 1829 �t July 7, 
1889) was a nineteenth-century politician and 
Methodist Episcopal minister from Missouri.  After the 
war he was Governor of New Mexico Territory and a 
Missouri Representative in Congress.  He was one half 
Native American (from his mother), most likely 
Choctaw. 
He was the general in Missouri responsible for the 
recruiting of U.S. Colored Troops.  Like many Union 
officers in Missouri by that time in the war, he was not 
particularly concerned with the politics of the owners of 
slaves as long as the slaves wanted to enlist.  He ended 
his duty with the brevet major general rank. 
 



mailto:rhammack@suvcwmo.org
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Two Norman Rockwells above and two by other artists below. 
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FROM NATIONAL SUVCW �² AN AUCTION JUST FOR YOU! 
 

The following announcement is from the National Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  
These were donated from a private collection and will be auctioned off with the proceeds going to 
the national organization.  The news release reads: 

 
We will be holding a sealed bid auction for these items at the National Encampment.  Any Brother is welcome to 
mail bids to myself on any of the items.  The highest bidder will win the item and be notified at or after the National 
Encampment.  Mail bids must be received by the National Treasurer no later than the mail delivery of 1 August, 
2015.  Hand delivered bids must be received by the National Quartermaster or National Treasurer by 3:00 PM 
EDT Saturday 22 August 2015 or the close of the National Encampment whichever occurs first.  This auction is 
open only to Brothers of the Order all bids must include the camp name number and department to be valid.  If there 
are any items which do not have a winning bid, those items will be offered to the general public after the National 
Encampment. 
 
The items are as follows (we will attempt to get pictures.  All items will be available to view at the National 
Encampment.): 
 
(lot number-description-minimum bid) 
 
001  1995 Sons of Veterans Philadelphia Cadet Corps re-strike using original dies  $10 
 
002  GAR membership badge type V with National Ribbon used 1886 - 1948 unmatched top bar and 
pendant  $50 
 
003  GAR Aide de Camp National Staff Badge type V used 1886 - 1948  $120 
 
004  GAR membership badge type V used 1886 - 1948 matched top bar and pendant $90 
 
005  SUVCW Secretary to GAR Post badge issued 1927 to Sons serving as GAR post secretary $120 
 
006  Sons of Veterans Sterling Silver Past Department Commander Badge type 2 issues 1893 -1903  $125 
 
007  Sons of Veterans Sterling Silver Past Department Commander Badge type 2 issues 1893 -1903  $125 
 
008  Sons of Veterans Sterling Silver Past Department Commander Badge type 2 issues 1893 -1903  $125 
 
009 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War membership badge type 15 issued 1927 - 1946  $20 
 
010 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War membership badge type 18 issued 1946 - 1972 $20 
 
011 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Past Camp Commander issued between 1927 - 1946 $30 
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012 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Past Camp Commander issued between 1927 - 1946 $30 
 
013  Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Past Camp Commander issued between 1946 - 1972 $30 
 
014 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Associate badge type 1 issued between 1956 - 1972 $30 
 
015 Sons of Veterans Reserve Pennsylvania Brigade 1907 Encampment $65 
 
016 Sons of Veterans Reserve National Encampment Badge 1983 $10 
 
017 Gettysburg Centennial badge $40 
 
018 Sons of Veterans Reserve Pennsylvania Brigade Field Service badge circa 1915  $50 
 
019 GAR souvenir paperweight last GAR National Encampment 1949  $35 
 
There are a number of additional items which need to have the ribbons replaced or be repaired that will be added to 
the auction  when that list is complete another e-mail will be sent. 
 
 

�7�K�H���2�O�G���6�R�O�G�L�H�U�·�V���+�R�P�H 

By Jack Laubinger,   Franz Wilhemi Camp #17 

With the ending of the Civil War, Union veterans returned home to their farms, shops, or other 
vocations.  Many returned to their families and began to rebuild their lives.  For others, it was time 
�W�R���V�W�D�U�W���D���I�D�P�L�O�\�������$�O�O���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���V�R���I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�������0�D�Q�\���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�·�V���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���Z�H�Q�W���K�R�P�H���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���O�R�V�W���R�Q�H��
or more limbs, been blinded, or had their mental and physical health wrecked by war, disease and 
exposure.  They would need long term health care.   The war would have a profound effect on 
health care for veterans.  

�7�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���R�I���Y�H�W�H�U�D�Q�·�V���F�D�U�H���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���Q�H�Z�������,�Q���������������W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���1�D�Y�D�O���+�R�P�H���Z�D�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G��
but did not open until 1834 in Philadelphia.   Later it was opened to veterans of the other branches 
�R�I���W�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�������7�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���$�U�P�\���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�O�G���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�·�V���K�R�P�H���Z�D�V���R�S�H�Q�H�G���L�Q�����������������*�H�Q���:�L�Q�I�L�H�O�G��
�6�F�R�W�W���I�R�X�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���6�R�O�G�L�H�U�·�V���+�R�P�H���L�Q���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����'���&�����D�Q�G�����D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���L�Q���+�D�U�U�R�G�V�E�X�U�J�����.�<�������7�K�H�\��
were partially funded by the sale of tobacco captured in the Mexican war.  When the Civil War 
broke out, it was estimated that America had 80,000 veterans from previous conflicts scattered 
around at a handful of veterans homes around the nation.  
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Milwaukee, WI; Leavenworth, KS;  Johnson City, TN; and Hot Springs, S.D. 

The needs of veterans were also being supported state homes, city homes, and the U.S. Sanitary 
�&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�·�V���K�R�P�H�V���D�Q�G���O�R�G�J�H�V���������%�\���������������W�K�H���6�D�Q�L�W�D�U�\���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���R�S�H�U�D�W�H�G���������V�R�O�G�L�H�U�·�V���K�R�P�H�V����
�������O�R�G�J�H�V�����D�Q�G�������´�U�H�V�W�µ���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\�������7�K�H�L�U���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���D�L�G���D�Q�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����I�R�R�G����
lodging, care, etc. for soldiers in transition, receiving discharges, furloughed, and disabled.  Most of 
�W�K�H�V�H���Z�H�U�H���F�O�R�V�H�G���D�W���Z�D�U�·�V���H�Q�G������ 

There were some soldier homes in cities that started out as hotels for men passing through but 
expanded to take on disabled servicemen.  These were run as a paying business and were not fully 
funded by the �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�������:�R�P�H�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V���D�O�V�R���K�H�O�S�H�G���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���G�L�V�D�E�O�H�G���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�·�V���K�R�P�H�V���L�Q��
Boston, Chicago, Milwaukee, and also worked with the Sanitary Commission in 25 other cities.  
Most of these had closed by 1877.   

State homes were established as early as 1864.  Fitches Home for Soldiers and Their Orphans was 
opened in Connecticut with private donations.  Several ladies benevolent societies pushed for the 
creation of long term care.  Veteran organizations like the GAR and United Confederate Veterans 
also worked for the creation of federal and state homes to care for disabled and elderly veterans.  

 A few states had separate Union and Confederate old folks homes.  The first of 16 Confederate 
homes was opened in 1881 in Georgetown, Kentucky.  These homes were entirely supported by 
subscribers or their states.  They received no money from the federal government.  A few of the 
state run homes were merged into the federal veterans system.  As the last of our Civil War 
�Y�H�W�H�U�D�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���G�\�L�Q�J���E�\���W�K�H�����������·�V�����P�D�Q�\���V�W�D�W�H�V���F�Kose to close their homes and some began admit 
veterans from other wars.   

Here in our home state, the Federal Soldiers Home Association was incorporated in 1894 with the 
�S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���D���K�R�P�H���I�R�U���8�Q�L�R�Q���Y�H�W�H�U�D�Q�V�������7�K�H���:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���5�H�O�L�H�I���&�R�U�S�V�����*�$�5�����D�Q�G citizens 
of St. James raised $77,000.00 to purchase and improve the Dunmoor Mansion and 60 acres.  It 
was dedicated in October of 1896 and had 18 residents.  The property was later transferred to the 
state of Missouri and by 1920 boasted the mansion, two dormitories, two barracks, a hospital 
building, commissary, power plant, laundry, chapel, and administration building.  Sadly, 100 years 
after its construction, the Dunmoor Mansion was torn down. 

Many veterans lived out their remaining years in these homes.   Many have never left.   They lie in 
neat orderly rows beneath military tombstones in well-manicured cemeteries.  Their names, rank, 
and other information is carved into the weathered stone slabs.  As SUV members, we honor and 
preserve their memories.  May their legacy always be part of our present and future.  It is our 
responsibility and an honor.   
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Web Space Available:  The 2015 department encampment passed a motion to allow all camps 

to piggy back (if they wish) onto our GoDaddy account. 

We need to keep our GoDaddy account because we get really cheap e-mail since we bought into it ages ago.  With our 
transfer of our site to another server we have space left for camps to use as their own to get their message out.  
Westport Camp is already set up on it.  Others are most welcome and we just upgraded to unlimited storage, so we 
should potentially be able to support all websites in the department.   

If your camp is interested, please contact Walt Busch wbusch@suvcwmo.org and he will work with GoDaddy and your 
�����u�‰�[�•���Á�����u���•�š���Œ���š�}���•���š���µ�‰���Ç�}�µr own access to the system. Please understand that your camp must be able to run your 
�}�Á�v���Á�����•�]�š�����}�Œ�����š���o�����•�š���Z���À�����š�Z�����(�]�o�����(�}�Œ�������•�š���š�]�����•�]�š�����•���š���µ�‰���(�}�Œ���Ç�}�µ�����•���š�Z���������‰���Œ�š�u���v�š�����}���•���v�}�š�������]�š���]�v���]�À�]���µ���o�������u�‰�•�[��
webpages. 

DEPARTMENT TELEGRAPH 
From the desk of the Commander 

 
Brothers of the Department of Missouri SUVCW. 
Greetings, 
 
This is the second time that I get to greet �\�R�X���D�V���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���&�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U�������,�W�·�V���F�X�V�W�R�P�D�U�\���D�W���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J��
�R�I���R�X�U���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�·�V���\�H�D�U���W�R���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���S�O�H�D�V�D�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���,�·�O�O���J�H�W���W�R���W�K�D�W�������%�X�W���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�����,���D�V�N���\�R�X���W�R���W�K�L�Q�N��
about where we are as Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 
 
�,�W�·�V���E�H�H�Q�����������\�H�D�U�V since the last cannon fired and the terms of surrender were drawn and attested to.  In 
the historical reenacting community, some are concerned that as this anniversary winds down, interest in 
recreating the battles and skirmishes is going to diminish.  Reenactors and audiences will lose interest, since 
�W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���Q�R���P�R�U�H���´�E�L�J�µ���D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�L�H�V���W�R���P�D�U�N���I�R�U���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���������\�H�D�U�V�����R�U���P�D�\�E�H������������ 
 
�$�V���6�R�Q�V���R�I���8�Q�L�R�Q���9�H�W�H�U�D�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���Z�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���L�P�P�X�Q�H���I�U�R�P���V�X�F�K���Z�R�U�U�L�H�V���������:�K�H�W�K�H�U���L�W�·�V����������
years or 153 or 162, the goal of our fraternal organization is always clearly defined:  to preserve the history 
and legacy of our ancestors and all those who fought and worked to save the Union. 
 
How will we do that this year, and the next and the next?  First, as brothers working together in all we 
attempt.  Second, in ways we might not previously have tried.  Think back to the baseball diamonds and 
forts and mountains we and our brothers and friends created as part of growing up.  We showed ingenuity 
and creativity and imagina�W�L�R�Q���E�D�F�N���W�K�H�Q�������.�L�G�V���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���´�L�Q�µ���R�Q���R�X�U���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�������������� 
 
�7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�����E�U�R�W�K�H�U�V�����O�H�W�·�V���X�V�H���W�K�H���P�D�W�X�U�H���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�D�W���L�Q�J�H�Q�X�L�W�\���D�Q�G���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�L�W�\���W�R���E�H�J�L�Q���D�Q�G���E�X�L�O�G��
programs -- programs for our camps, for schools, for historic groups, for the public at large, that preserve 
�R�X�U���D�Q�F�H�V�W�R�U�V�·���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�Q�G���O�H�J�D�F�\�������7�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�U�H���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���R�Q�O�\���E�\���R�X�U���L�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���R�X�U���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q��
to our cause. 
 
�,�W�·�V���J�R�R�G���W�R���Z�U�L�W�H���W�R���\�R�X���D�O�O���D�J�D�L�Q�����D�Q�G���,���V�H�U�L�R�X�V�O�\���O�R�R�N���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�R���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����D�O�O���R�I���X�V�����W�R�Z�D�U�G���R�X�U��
goals this year!  
Martin R. Aubuchon, PDC 
Commander 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wbusch@suvcwmo.org
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                Department Orders 
Department of Missouri  

           Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
Department Commander 
Martin R. Aubuchon, PDC 
maubuchon@suvcwmo.org 

 
 DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 1 

SERIES 2015-2016 
 

June 30, 2015 
 

On June 6, 2015 at Jefferson City, Missouri delegates to the 20th Department Encampment elected new officers.  
Two Council members retained their current term of office.  The results of the election are as follows: 
 

OFFICER NAME CAMP 
Commander Martin R. Aubuchon, PDC US Grant Camp No. 68 
Senior Vice Commander Randal Burd, Jr., PCC McCormick Camp No. 215 
Junior Vice Commander Dale Crandell, CC Westport Camp No. No. 64 
Secretary (Term expires 2017) Walter E. Busch, PDC US Grant Camp No. 68 
Treasurer (Term expires 2017) Gary L. Scheel, PCC Felix St. James Camp No. 326 
Council (Term Expires 2016) Donald D. Palmer, Jr., CinC US Grant Camp No. 68 
Council (Term Expires 2016) Larry D. Dietzel, PDC Columbia Tiger Camp No. 432 
Council (Term Expires 2017) James R. Dixon, PCC Columbia Tiger Camp No. 432 
 
In accordance to the Department of Missouri Bylaws, the Commander, after his election, shall appoint other 
officers for the term of one (1) year.  Pursuant to Article III Section 2, the list of appointed officers is as follows: 
 
Chaplain Robert D. Hammack Felix St. James Camp No. 326 
Camp Organizer Robert M. Petrovic, PDC US Grant Camp No. 68 
Counselor Robert J. Amsler, Jr., PCC US Grant Camp No. 68 
Eagle Scout Coordinator Robert D. Hammack Felix St. James Camp No. 326 
Graves Registration Officer Robert D. Hammack Felix St. James Camp No. 326 
Historian Walter E. Busch, PDC US Grant Camp No. 68 
Historical Records Coordinator Walter E. Busch, PDC US Grant Camp No. 68 
Civil War Memorials Officer Walter E. Busch, PDC US Grant Camp No. 68 
GAR Records Officer Walter E. Busch, PDC US Grant Camp No. 68 
Marketing & Promotions Officer James R. Dixon, PCC Columbia Tiger Camp No. 432 
Missouri Unionist Editor Walter E. Busch, PDC US Grant Camp No. 68 
Medal of Honor Officer William L. Groth, Jr., PCC William T. Sherman Camp #65 
Patriotic Instructor Tom Farlow, PCC Felix St. James Camp No. 326 
Quartermaster Douglas W. Roussin Thomas C. Fletcher Camp No. 47 
JROTC/ROTC Coordinator Dale Crandell, CC Westport Camp No. No. 64 
Signals Officer James R. Dixon, PCC Columbia Tiger Camp No. 432 
 
Congratulations to the elected officers and thanks to the appointed officers for accepting the duties and 
responsibilities of their office.  

mailto:maubuchon@suvcwmo.org
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These officers will fulfill the responsibilities of their office and conduct the business of the Department of Missouri 
for the year 2015-2016.  All brothers are to follow the SUVCW principles of Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty. 
 
Ordered this 30th Day of June, 2015    Attest: 
 
Martin R. Aubuchon, PDC     Walter E. Busch 
Commander       Secretary 
Department of Missouri     Department of Missouri 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War   Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War  

 
Department of Missouri  

           Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
Department Commander 
Martin R. Aubuchon, PDC 
maubuchon@suvcwmo.org 

 
 DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 2 

SERIES 2015-2016 
 

June 30, 2015 
 

In accordance to the Department of Missouri Bylaws, at least two regular business meetings will be scheduled each 
year.  Pursuant to Article II Section 4, this order gives notice that the dates, times, and locations of the two business 
meetings are as follows: 
 
Saturday, October 24, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.   Note:  This is a change from the normal 2nd Saturday 
House Hearing Room #7 
State Capitol Building 
Jefferson City, Missouri 
 
Saturday, March 12, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.  
House Hearing Room #7 
State Capitol Building 
Jefferson City, Missouri 
 
All camps are encouraged to send representatives to the meetings.  All elected and appointed officers should attend.  
All officers need to submit written reports to the Commander and to the Department Secretary Walter Busch at 
least one week prior to the date of the business meeting.  (October 17, 2015 and March 12, 2015). 
 
In accordance to Article II, Section 5, members need to have their SUVCW membership card at the meetings and 
present it when requested.  Each member is encouraged to wear their membership badge.  All elected officers must 
wear their membership badge or be subject to a $10.00 fine payable to the Department of Missouri 
 
Ordered this 30th Day of June, 2015    Attest: 
 
Martin R. Aubuchon, PDC     Walter E. Busch 
Commander       Secretary 
Department of Missouri     Department of Missouri 
Sons of Union  Veterans of the Civil War   Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War  

mailto:Deb.martyaubuchon@sbcglobal.net
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CAMPS ROLL CALL   

 
General Thomas C. Fletcher, Camp 47 

 
The General Thomas C. Fletcher Camp #47 has been very busy the second quarter of this 

year, despite the rainy weather. 
�)�L�U�V�W�����,���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���H�[�S�U�H�V�V���R�X�U���F�R�Q�G�R�O�H�Q�F�H�V���W�R���R�X�U���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���2�O�L�Y�H�U���´�2�O�O�L�H�µ���3�H�F�K�P�D�Q�Q���D�Q�G��

his family who lost his son in an oil rig accident in May. Ollie is doing an outstanding job as our 
secretary and has become a great asset to our Camp. 

Second, we wish to congratulate Colton Noack who graduated from Hillsboro High School 
in May. His plans are to continue his education at Jefferson College. 

Fletcher has added two new members to its camp. Mark Decker, formerly a commander of 
Asboth Camp, has joined and is now our Eagle Scout Coordinator. Our other new member is 
Donald Lillicrap who has joined as an associate member. Donald is one of �W�K�H���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�H�U�·�V 
former students. 

The Fletcher Camp has participated in several events this quarter. These include the Spring 
Tractor Parade in DeSoto. Under the direction of member John Griffith, a float was decorated for 
the parade. This allowed several of our older members to ride and be apart of the parade. The 
young folk marched! We will be using this float in the DeSoto 4th of July parade. Anyone wishing to 
�P�D�U�F�K���L�Q���W�K�H���'�H�6�R�W�R���S�D�U�D�G�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���P�H�H�W���D�W���0�D�Q�Q�·�V���)�X�Q�H�U�D�O���+�R�P�H���D�W�������������R�Q���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�����W�K�H����th. 
Parade Starts at 10:00.  

Despite the rainy season, Fletcher participated in two living history events. The first was the 
Spring Spectacular at the Fletcher House in Hillsboro. This is an annual event and Fletcher Camp 
has been invited several times. The second event was Pioneer Days at Valle Mines. We fought the 
rain that day, but, all went well. 

Member Leonard Wright and Chris Warren taught and entertained the Lincoln 5th graders 
who visited Battle of Pilot Knob State Historical Site in May. Stations were set up and the 5th grade 
students traveled from station to station to learn about the Civil War. 

Kathie Roussin, Volker Auxiliary, and Commander Roussin were invited to give a talk to the 
Horizons Club (First State Community Bank). Kathie brought in the items she uses to cook with at 
our living histories and explained what she has to do to feed us. She did an excellent job. I brought 
in several artillery shells and talked about the use of artillery during the Civil War. 

Other events the members attended or participated in include: Turner Brigade Spring drill, 
the Lincoln Tomb ceremony and Lincoln Funeral reenactment in Springfield, Ill., and several 
JROTC and Eagle Scout Awards were presented.  

Commander Roussing also has a new book: "Canteens and Horseshoes, Relics of the Grand 
Army of the Republic".  Cost to SUV  members is $15.00 plus $3.00 shipping.  
Contact  Douglas Roussin, 5904 State Rd. P, DeSoto, Missouri, 63020  or email  2roussins@att.net. 
[Editor �² the book is very well prepared and lots of neat pictures.  $15 is CHEAP! For what you 
get.] 

 
 

mailto:2roussins@att.net
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Phelps Camp  
 

 
 

�-�2�+�1���&�/�2�8�6�(�����2�8�5���)�,�5�6�7���´�/�$�6�7���6�2�/�'�,�(�5�µ���+�2�1�2�5�(�(�� Phelps Camp will honor Wright 
�&�R�X�Q�W�\�·�V���O�D�V�W���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���V�R�O�G�L�H�U���Z�L�W�K���D���V�W�R�Q�H���P�D�U�N�H�U���W�K�L�V��coming October.  

 
 

From the Rombauer Dedication Ceremony that occurred back in April.  �t Editor has not received a list of who is in 
the pictures, although I am sure some of them are members of the Phelps Camp. 
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US Grant Camp #68 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Besides the 
ceremony 
pictured, the U.S. 
Grant camp organized a grave site G.A.R. 
Ceremony for James Brewster Locke at Valhalla 
Cemetery 7600 St. Charles Rock Road Saturday 
June 13,2015 at 1:00 PM. Since he was a Mason 
there was also be a Masonic Ceremony. Great 
Grandson James Locke Lyon, Illinois Department 
SUVCW Commander, was there.  

 

 

 

�:�K�L�O�H���V�R�P�H���R�I���\�R�X���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���K�D�Y�H���V�H�H�Q���W�K�L�V���7�X�F�N�·�V���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�F���S�R�V�W�F�D�U�G��
from the turn of the 20th Century, not all have.  This serves as a 
reminder that Grant Remembrance Day, July 25 is around the corner and 
we all need to show honor to the commander who led us to victory! 

BELOW �² L-R DC/Lt. Martin Aubuchon;   Alan Finkenkeller, 
Leonard Wright, PCC Bob Aubuchon; PDC Chris Warren and Andy 
Warren all participated in the newest Grant Trail sign in front of the 
Iron County Courthouse, Ironton, MO on 6-20-15.   

Members of the Grant Camp also 
participated in the Lincoln Funeral Train 
ceremonies in Springfield, MO this May 

Father Dickson Cemetery, Sappington, MO on May 9, and LaFayette 
Park, St. Louis, MO on May 16 had members of the Grant Camp 

participating in dedications.  
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New Eagle Scouts with Brothers Brian Smarker 
and Brother Bob Grover (SAR uniform) 

Westport Camp #64  
 
Westport Camp #64 Inducts New Members   
 

Brother David Short reaffirmed his membership oath on May 6, 2015 as part of his transfer 
�W�R���W�K�H���F�D�P�S�������+�H���O�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���.�D�Q�V�D�V���&�L�W�\�·�V���1orthland and works as a Cultural Resources Investigator.  
David joined to honor his great-great-grandfather Private John Wickiser of Company A, 5th Illinois 
Calvary Regiment.  David also honors his great-grandfather Private Conrad Wickiser of Company 
E, 123rd Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment; and great-grand uncle Elijah Wickiser of Company 
A, 5th Illinois Cavalry Regiment. 

 
 

Brother Kenneth Bailey took his membership oath 
on May 17, 2015 following a headstone dedication service 
for a Civil War veteran where he was serving as chaplain 
for the dedication.  He is a retired pastor with the 
Nazarene Church and now lives on his family farm in 
Holden, Missouri.  Kenneth joined to honor his great-
grandfather, Private William Lambert Bailey of Company 
F, 44th Iowa 
Infantry 
Regiment.   

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Scout Commendations 
 

Brother Brian Smarker, PDC,  honored Eagle 
Scouts Seth Argyle, Alex Argle, Maxwell Bingham, and 
Payton Rogers with presentation of the SUVCW 
Commendation Certificate and Missouri BSA Challenge 
Coin at their Boy Scout Court of Honor on May 2, 2015 in 
Kearney, Missouri. 

Brothers Brian Smarker and Michael Lundeen honored Eagle Scouts Spencer Gouldsmith 
and Daniel Shaw with presentation of the SUVCW Commendation Certificate and Missouri BSA 
�&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���&�R�L�Q���D�W���W�K�H�L�U���%�R�\���6�F�R�X�W���&�R�X�U�W���R�I���+�R�Q�R�U���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O���������������������L�Q���/�H�H�·�V���6�X�P�P�L�W�����0�L�V�V�R�X�U�L�� 
Brother Michael Lundeen honored Eagle Scout Adam Baerg with presentation of the SUVCW 
Commendation Certificate and Missouri BSA Challenge Coin at their Boy Scout Court of Honor 
�R�Q���-�X�Q�H�������������������L�Q���/�H�H�·�V���6�X�P�P�L�W�����0�L�V�V�R�X�U�L�� 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
ROTC/JROTC Award Presentations 
 

Westport Camp #64 had a productive ROTC awards program presenting two college ROTC 
and sixteen high school JROTC: 
 

New member David Short with Chaplain James Beckner 
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Brother Michael Lundeen presenting 
ROTC medal and certificate to Cadet 
Hannah Isley 

Air Force JROTC Cadet Connor Sultz, Blue Springs High School 
Air Force JROTC Cadet Isaac Kendrick, Blue Springs South High School 
Army JROTC Cadet Solomon Quinton, Kansas City Central Academy of Excellence 
Army JROTC Cadet Deangelo Wright, Kansas City East High School 
Army JROTC Cadet Jake Oxley, Kansas City Lincoln College Prep Academy 
Army JROTC Cadet Matthew Cox, Kansas City Northeast High School 
Army JROTC Cadet Javon Richardson, Kansas City Southwest Early College Campus 
Air Force JROTC Cadet Austin Day, Knob Noster High School 
Air Force JROTC Cadet Cameron Dalrymple, Lee's Summit High School 
Air Force JROTC Cadet Hanna Isley, Lee's Summit North High School 
Air Force JROTC Cadet Elizabeth Lewis, Lee's Summit West High School 
Army ROTC Cadet Kara Schoneboom, Missouri Western State University  
Marine Corps JROTC Cadet Sunny Cisneros, Ruskin High School 
Army JROTC Cadet David Atkison, St. Joseph Benton High School 
Army JROTC Cadet Aryon Reeter, St. Joseph Central High School 
Army JROTC Cadet Alec Langston, St. Joseph Lafayette High School 
Army ROTC Cadet   Evan Cosgrove, University of Central Missouri 
Army JROTC Cadet Jonathan Fenton, Van Horn High School 

 
 
 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Memorial Day Services 
 

The camp continued its active support of Memorial 
Day observances.  At Brookings Cemetery, camp 
members John Martin, PDC, David McCann, James 
Beckner, Bob Stiert, and Michael Lundeen placed over 
450 �I�O�D�J�V���D�W���&�L�Y�L�O���:�D�U���Y�H�W�H�U�D�Q�·�V���J�U�D�Y�H�V�L�W�H�V�������7�K�L�V���L�V���D�Q��
annual camp tradition.  

�$�W���.�D�Q�V�D�V���&�L�W�\�·�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���8�Q�L�R�Q���&�H�P�H�W�H�U�\�����6�9�5���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���'�D�O�H���&�U�D�Q�G�H�O�O���D�Q�G���5�R�E�H�U�W���*�U�R�Y�H�U��
participated in the timeline color guard for the memorial service,   Union Cemetery includes burials 
of veterans from the Revolutionary War through World War I along with numberious local 
historical figures. 

�,�Q���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�P�S�·�V���Q�H�Z�H�V�W���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����6�9�5���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���-�D�P�H�V���%�H�F�N�Q�H�U�����'�D�O�H���&�U�D�Q�G�H�O�O�����D�Q�G��
Michael Lundeen participated in the parade of colors for the Memorial Day service at this Kansas 
City memorial fountain-park. Keynote speakers included Kansas City Mayor Sly James and U.S. 
Representatives Emanuel Cleaver (Missouri 5th) and Kevin Yoder (Kansas 3rd). 
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ARKANSAS NEWS  
 

Picture of Plaque presented to Bill Allred by the Spradling Camp in northwest Arkansas. 
 
 
On another short 
note, members of the 
Spradling camp (Fort 
Smith, AR) are 
making an effort to 
reorganize the 
McPherson Camp to 
help save it from 
being dissolved.  
Northwestern 
Arkansas is surging 
with Union activity 
once again! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harper�[s Weekly Illustrations of the G.A.R. 
Arch and the lighted Old Courthouse during 
the National Encampment held in St. Louis 
in 1887  





29 
 

FROM U.S. GRANT CAMP 

SUV or GAR Address Labels - 90 Count     $4.00   shipping $1.00 

   Official SUV Name Badge - ���´�[���´���3�O�D�V�W�L�F���± 
Laser Engraved (Red -Dept, Blue-Camp, Gold-National)  
$9.00 (shipping up to 3 badges $2.00) 
 (Picture not actual size)   
 

            

 

 

                                                                                      

US Grant Sesquicentennial 
Challenge Coins (set of 
5/numbered) 

Only 200 Numbered Sets Made  
$75.00 shipping included 
Set Covers Grant for Each Year 
1861-1865 
 

 

 

NONE OF THE ITEMS ARE ACTUAL 
SIZE ON THIS PAGE] 

ORDERS:   Mark Coplin  
macnac4856@gmail.com 4856 

Hursley Dr., St. Louis, MO 63128 
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DEPARTMENT UNAPPROVED ENCAMPMENT MINUTES & OFFICER REPORTS 

Department of Missouri, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
State Capitol, Jefferson City, MO 

 
20th Annual Encampment Minutes  

 
June 6, 2015  

 
9:00 Registration  
 Glennon Alsop, DC   Wilhelmi Camp  Present 
 Martin Aubuchon, PDC  Grant Camp   Sec/Treas 
 Walter Busch, PDC   Grant Camp    Asst Sec 
 Tom Greminger, PCC  St. James Camp  JVC 
 Alan Heidbreder, CC  Tiger Camp    
 Ed Krieser, PCinC   Lincoln Camp  C Sec/Treas 
 Don Palmer, PCinC   Grant Camp    Mo Council 
 John Palmer, Delegate  Grant Camp    C SVC 
 Robert Petrovic, PDC  Grant Camp     
 Wayne Sampson, Delegate Tiger Camp    
 Brian Smarker, PDC  Westport Camp    
 James Dixon, PCC   Tiger Camp    
 Larry Dietzel, PDC   Tiger Camp   Mo Council 
 Robert Hammack, GRO  St. James Camp   
 Randal Burd Jr, SVC-MO  McCormick Camp   
 Robert Aubuchon, PCC  Grant Camp    
 Dale Crandrell, PCC  Westport Camp   
 Doug Roussin, PCC   Fletcher Camp   
 Leonard Wright, Delegate Fletcher Camp    
 
0958 Opening of the Encampment led by DC Alsop ; Bob Hammack, Acting Chaplain led 
prayer, DC Alsop led pledge of allegiance. 
 
Roll call of Officers & Members  
 
Appointment of committees  
         A. Bylaws - No 
         B. Resolutions  - Ed Krieser, Donald Palmer & Brian Smarker 
         C. Officers Reports �t Larry Dietzel, Wayne Sampson,  
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Report of Officers �t  
 Walt motion that reports given 5 minutes verbal (if no debate). Commander so ordered. 
  

Commander �t See Report 
Secretary Report �t See Report 

Minutes from March Meeting �t Motion to approve by Larry 
Dietzel; second by Bob Hammack �t Nay by Larry Dietzel, but approved 

 Treasurer Report �t Referred to Councils 
 SVC Report �t See attached �t ���Á���Œ���•���Œ�����}�u�u���v�����š�]�}�v���š�}���K�(�(�]�����Œ�[�•�� 
  Report Committee 
 Secretary Communications �t See Report 

���•�•�š���^�]�P�v���o���K�(�(�]�����Œ�[�•���Z���‰�}�Œ�š �t Seconded by Bob Petrovic to accept 
�t���o�š�[�•���‰�Œ�}�‰�}�•���o���š�}���‰���Ç���P�}���������Ç�X���}�u���š�}���u���]�v�š���]�v����-mail service and allow camps 
that want to have website to be set up to allow them access.  Passed. 

Historical Records Officer �t See Report. Wayne Sampson says everyone invited to flag 
�Œ���]�•�]�v�P�������Œ���u�}�v�Ç���]�v�À�}�o�À���������š���D�}�}�Œ���[�•���D�]�o�o���}�v���:�µ�v�����í�ð���í�W�ï�ì�‰�u�X 

Unionist Editor Report �t As written 
Camp Organizer Report �t No Report Written.  Lincoln Camp charter in, but C-in-C forgot 

to sign it.  Bob Petrovic talked about getting folders with logos and getting  
department seal on them. Motion to spend $100 on seal with dept logo by Walt 
Busch, second by Dale Crandell. Passes. 

Quarter Master Report �t Walt indicates he bought buttons to give away because he  
 was tired of looking at them in the Unionist. Shetley was QM for Asboth Camp �t  
 need to collect camp items from him.  
Junior Vice Commander Report �t See attached.  Motion by Walt that next JVC recreate 

the map of Missouri to include Arkansas dividing membership for the state(s) to  
be approved by October meeting. Second Alan Heidbreder. Passes. 

Graves Registration Officer & Eagle Scout Coordinator Bob Hammack reports that his  
 computer is locked up and info in limbo.  Commended Westport Camp for  
 working on stuff.  Eagle Scout Coins are now in possession of Bob. For Eagle Scout  
 �����Œ�š�]�(�]�����š���•�U�����}�������}���•�v�[�š�����o�Á���Ç�•���l�v�}�Á�������}�µ�š���]�š���]�(���Ç�}�µ�Œ�������u�‰���v�������•���]�š�U�����µ�š���]�(���Ç�}�µ�� 
 need some notify Bob and he can send them out ASAP. 

400-500 new graves this year. 
Under 100 Eagle Scout awards this year, about 75. 

 Signals Officer �t James Dixon - over 400 people on Facebook page 
 �t���•�š�‰�}�Œ�š�������u�‰�[�•�����v�v�µ���o���Z���‰�}�Œ�š�W��See attached. 

 
Committee Reports: 

Vicksburg Monument Report �t Donald Palmer �t Report attached. DC Alsop thanked 
members of the committee for job well done. 
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Break 11:35 to 12:43 
 

Department Council �t Larry Dietzel Council audited the books and approved the books.  
  Department council concurs with the 2016 Proposed Budget Motion:  Bob  
  Petrovic. 2nd Wayne Sampson.  Passes, Marty abstained. 
 ���}�u�u�]�š�š�������}�v���K�(�(�]�����Œ�•�[���Z���‰�}�Œ�š�•�W����Larry Dietzel �t No motions  

Committee on Resolutions:  Ed Krieser 
  1.  Resolution for the national SUVCW to attend genealogical conference. Passed. 
  2. Resolution for allowing PCinC to vote in department encampments. Passed 

Awards:  PDC Larry Dietzel presents DC Glennon Alsop with Francis P. Blair Award for  
 2014 (as it was not presented last year). 

 Certificates of Appreciation:  
Brian Smarker for leadership role at Hollingsworth Cemetery. 
Ron Guthrie for Graves Registrations this past year. 
Robert Mueller for reviving an annual July 4th Celebration in Ste. Genevieve.  

 Meritorious Service Award: 
David McCann �t for Fraternity, Charity & Loyalty for  
 recruiting and holding several offices 
Robert Petrovic �t for 30 years of Fraternity, Charity & Loyalty 
�W���Œ�Œ�Ç���^���µ���_���D���Œ�l�•���t for continued Fraternity, Charity & Loyalty 

 Francis P. Blair Award: 
James Beckner �t work on the 150th of the Civil War 

 Show-Me Spirit Award 
  Harry S. Truman Chapter, SAR & Captain Daniel Morgan Boone Chapter, Society of  
  the War of 1812 for work on recording national medal of honor recipients and on  
  working on joint events. 
 Grand Army of the Republic Award 
  Louisa Voelker Macklind Camp 1024, DUVCW for work on recording national  
  medal of honor recipients and on working on joint events. 
 EADS Awards: US Grant Camp and Westport Camp 
 
Old Business: 
 A.  Supplemental membership resolution already approved signed and to be sent to 

national. 
New Business 
     A. Motion to restore Rand���o�����µ�Œ���[�•���W���•�š�������u�‰�����}�u�u���v�����Œ���•�š���š�µ�•�X���t���o�š�����µ�•���Z��made 

motion to accept his past camp commander status. Second by Marty Aubuchon, 
passes, two not voting. 

B. Donation to Moberly monument restoration:  Motion by Walt Busch to pledge $100 
 to monument restoration and to decide later what fund.  Second: Marty  
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Aubuchon.  Randal Burd motion to reconsider motion. Second by Mary 
Aubuchon. Motion by Wayne Sampson second by Larry Dietzel to give $100 to  
monument restoration and to take out of general revenue. Passes 

C. Motion to support Bob Petrovic for National Junior Vice Commander. Larry Dietzel  
 makes motion.  Randal Burd Second.  Passes. 

     D.  Asboth Camp. Covered.  Try to get in touch with past CCs advising them about the  
  status.  
     E. 2016 Encampment.  New Commander usually appoints committee.   
     F. Dept Vision  - Don Palmer- We are out of the mode of department wide initiatives  
  that support joint camp efforts. Like the Vicksburg Monument or when we tried  
  �š�}���P���š���š�Z�����W�Œ�]�����[�•���Z���]�����í�ñ�ìth Events theme going.  Bring ideas maybe to October  
  meeting. 
     G. Department Budget �t already passed 
    H.  Ed Krieser makes motion for Dept of Missouri to make recommendation to hold 2018  
  National Encampment in Branson, MO.  Seconded Bob Petrovic. Passes.  Bob  
  Petrovic makes motion to form a special committee to pursue 2018 encampment 

 headed by Ed Krieser and that the committee can have a life span until October 
business meeting in 2018.  Second by Randal Burd.  Passes. Committee to submit  
request to National Site Committee by August Encampment. 

   I.  Awards �t Cheap frames are now expensive.  Need to come up with folder with 
possibly logo on front to put minor awards in.   Keep plaques for some, but  
folders for rest.  Dale Crandell motion to have Bob Petrovic research folder report 
back by October meeting.  Second Brian Smarker. Passes. 

J. Award �t �Z���v�����o���u�}�š�]�}�v�����v�����t���o�š�[�•���•�����}�v�����Œ�����}�u�u���v�����š�]�}�v���š�}�����Z���v�P�������Á���Œ���•�� 
 programs. Awards committee to craft policy and By-Laws committee to revise by- 
 laws. 
K.  Bills �t Tom Greminger Postage Bill ; Cher Petrovic �t Framing Charter, spent $10 over;  
 Cher for awards about $100 over & for encampment ribbons under budget; and  

Randal Burd made motion to take care of overage with Dept Encampment fund.  
Second by Tom Greminger.  Passes. 

 
Good of the Order: 

Marty Aubuchon �t How is the website coming?  James Dixon working on GAR officers at 
present. 
Marty Aubuchon �t We can recruit juniors.  Parent or guardian has to be with them at 
meeting. Should be in by-laws up for review and include members who are under 18. 

 Walt Busch �t Marker Dedication , Iron Co Courthouse, June 20, 2015 11am 
  
Nomination and Election of Officers &Delegates 
Nominations for Department Commander 
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Randal Burd, Jr. - accepted 
Martin AuBuchon �t accepted 
 
Voting:   Randal  Marty 
Fletcher Camp  2   0 
Grant Camp   0   6 
Lincoln Camp  0   1 
McCormick Camp  1   0 
St. James Camp  1   1 
Tiger Camp   4   0 
Westport Camp  0   2 
Wilhelmi Camp  1   0 
 
 Marty AuBuchon is Dept Commander 

 
Nomination for Senior Vice Commander   
  James Dixon �t accepted, then later withdrew 
  Randal Burd, Jr. �t accepted 
 One vote cast by secretary �t Randal Burd, Jr. 
 
Donald Palmer makes motion that any uncontested races have one vote cast by secretary.  
Seconded by Marty AuBuchon, Passes 
 
Nomination for Junior Vice Commander   
  James Dixon, accepted 
  Dale Crandell, accepted 
 

Voting:   James  Dale 
Fletcher Camp  0   2 
Grant Camp   0   6 
Lincoln Camp  0   1 
McCormick Camp  1   0 
St. James Camp  1   1 
Tiger Camp   4   0  
Westport Camp  0   2 
Wilhelmi Camp  1   0 
 
Dale Crandell is elected Junior Vice Commander. 

 
Nomination for Secretary/Treasurer 
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  Call for nominees for office three times by Commander 
  No one. Split officer 
 
Nomination for Secretary 
 Walt Busch, accepted   One vote cast by secretary. 
 
Nomination for Treasurer 
 Gary Scheel, accepted by letter. One vote cast by secretary. 
 
Nomination of Council (1 council member) 
 James Dixon, accepted 
 Ed Krieser, accepted 
 Glennon Alsop, accepted 
 
Voting:   James   Ed  Glennon 
Fletcher Camp  2   0  0    
Grant Camp   0   5  1    
Lincoln Camp  0   0  1    
McCormick Camp  1   0  0  
St. James Camp  2   0  0  
Tiger Camp   4   0  0   
Westport Camp  1   1  0    
Wilhelmi Camp  0   1  0 
 
James Dixon accepts. 
 
Delegates for the national encampment (10 delegates) 
 Dale Crandell 
 John Palmer 
 Richard Kottemann 
 
Delegates as named with all rest of the department as alternates as motioned by Walt Busch, 
Seconded Tom Greminger. Passes 
 
Good of the Order: 
 Walt mentioned that Ed Krieser is representing national at the meeting and suggests  
 that he conduct the swearing in. 
 
���}�u�u���v�����Œ�����]�Œ�����š���������v�����u�‰�u���v�š�����}�u�u�]�š�š�����[�•���š�}���•�š���v�������}�Á�v�X 
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Commander Alsop relieved of duty.  Swearing in of Officers by PC-in-C Ed Krieser. 
 
DC AuBuchon, PDC, made closing comments re awards and by-laws. 
 
Closing at 1608 hrs 
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