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Events on the Horizon  

Oct 11-12 Battle of Glasgow 

Oct 24-26 Battle of Westport 150th & Richmond, MO: Death of Bloody Bill Anderson 

Nov 11  Veteransô Day 

Nov 22  Gettysburg Remembrance Day 

Dec 10  Projected Deadline for next Unionist 

Dec 25  Christmas 

 

Editorôs Comments 

Sorry this is late, but because it is, I include some notes about the department meeting in October. I also 

apologize for the lack of little blurbs this time around, but this feels like a rush job this time.  So, as they use to say 

in Marvel Comics, òNuff said!ó 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Missouri Unionist is copyrighted 2014 by the Missouri Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (M-SUVCW).  The 

Missouri SUVCW Logo is copyrighted 2014 by the M-SUVCW.  Use of the logo is prohibited without the permission of the 

M-SUVCW.  Articles and photos may be distributed, shared, copied, etc. freely  and it is requested that proper credit be 

given to the M-SUVCW. 
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Lessons Your Confederate Brother-in-Law Should Learn! 

Lesson #4 ð Good Men Fight For Evil Causes - Unfortunately 
 
The war was about Stateõs Rights (probably part one of this argument) 
 

Lee thought slavery was "a moral and political evil."  In a December 27, 1856 letter he writes: 
There are few, I believe, in this enlightened age, who will not acknowledge that slavery as an institution is a 

moral and political evil. It is idle to expatiate on its disadvantages. I think it is a greater evil to the white than to the 
colored race. While my feelings are strongly enlisted in behalf of the latter, my sympathies are more deeply engaged for 
the former. The blacks are immeasurably better off here than in Africa, morally, physically, and socially. The painful 
discipline they are undergoing is necessary for their further instruction as a race, and will prepare them, I hope, for 
better things. How long their servitude may be necessary is known and ordered by a merciful Providence. Their 
emancipation will sooner result from the mild and melting influences of Christianity than from the storm and tempest 
of fiery controversyé While we see the course of the final abolition of human slavery is still onward, and give it the aid 
of our prayers, let us leave the progress as well as the results in the hands of Him who, chooses to work by slow 
influences, and with whom a thousand years are but as a single day.  
 
This means the greatest General of the South, at least when it came to African-Americans, knew slavery was 

evil, but until some divine messenger arrived on the scene and said it was a no-no, he was comfortable with it.   He 
was willing to accept òslow influencesó to change slavery, but any northern notion of ending it was just wrong.  
When it came time to choose to fight for the North or South, he chose his home state Virginia because of the 
notion òMy State, Right or Wrong!ó If you want to argue states rights, go ahead.  If you are claiming then that was 
the only cause to the war, what was the chief state right being defended?  If you mention statesõ rights and tariffs, 
you also must accept that slavery was an issue.  While I may not be able to persuade you that slavery was the over-
arching socio-economic, political issue, you cannot deny it was a big issue on the minds of all the leaders because 
they mention it in their articles of secession!  The leaders, Lee included, knew slavery was either the cause or a big 
cause. 

 
Yes, he knew it was wrong and still fought for a cause that supported a moral and political evil.  Can a good 

man truly be a good man if he knowingly accepts an evil and defends that evil?   If you were a simple country boy 
and didnõt know the reason your leaders were fighting, you can say yes to that last question (as I can, because all 
men are sinners, born in sin). But then you are also required to accept the fact that the majority of Germans were 
good people and even that possibly a large number of Nazis were good people.  The good Germans (simpletons for 
the sake of argument) didnõt know about the Jews.  Many Nazis didnõt.  So they fought for òMy Country, Right or 
Wrong!ó   

 
Simply put, good men fight for evil causes.  Slavery was an evil cause that was at least in part a cause of the 

Civil War.  We all have to live with the sins of our ancestors.  All our ancestors have sinned! No, exceptions! So 
what makes a truly Great Man?  One who once the evil is recognized, takes the action to correct his previous errors 
and then does everything in his power to defeat that evil.  We need look no further than Leeõs opponent who freed 
his one slave prior to the war and later apologized for his improper treatment of Jewish merchants when that was 
brought to his attention.  Yes, Grant was a great man! 
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Friendly Fire, as reported by Doug Harding, NPS from Missouri  

Republican, 31 May 1861 

The Facts in regard to the Death of Captain Blendowski ï He was Shot by a Minie Ball ï It will be 

remembered that in noting the death of Capt. Blandowski a few days since, we stated that the wound which he 

received at Camp Jackson, and which resulted in his death, was caused by a Minie rifle ball. The statement was 

not generally believed, but the following certificate from Dr. T.G. Comstock, Physician to the Good Samaritan 

Hospital, in which Capt. Blandowski died, sets the matter at rest: 

ST. LOUIS, May 26, 1861 

     I certify that Capt. Constantine Blandowski died on the 16
th
 of May, 1861, in this city, from the 

consequences of a gunshot wound, inflicted at camp Jackson, on the 10
th
 of May inst., by a Minie rifle ball, 

causing an injury of the head of the tibula and tibia.                    T.G. COMSTOCK, M.D. 

     Physician to the Good Samaritan Hospital 

     Thus it will be seen that Capt. Blandowski was shot by his own men, although the Democrat, in its account 

of the affair, stated that the troops did not fire until after Capt. B. had been shot in the leg by some one in the 

crowd, and that after he had been this shot, he gave the command to fire. Because we did not give the same 

statement, we were, some time afterwards accused of falsifying the facts in our report of the affair. The 

testimony at the Cornorôs inquest, and the above certificate, tends to verify the truthfulness of our report of the 

affair, and to show also that the provocation was wholly insufficient to justify the troops in firing, and thereby 

sacrificing so many innocent lives. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DEPARTMENT TELEGRAPH 
From the desk of the Commander 

June 6th- Attended the Department meeting in Jefferson City and was elected the Department 

Commander.  

June 12th- Attended a Veterans Internment ceremony at Jefferson Barracks. the ashes of 2 Civil War 

veterans were included in the ceremony.  

Sept. 28th- Took part in the 150th Anniversary reenactment of the Battle of Pilot Knob at Fort Davidson 

State Battlefield.  

Oct. 4th- Took part in a ceremony to dedicate a marker at St. Johnôs Lutheran Church in Beaufort, Mo. 

where 5 of the soldiers from the 3rd M.S.M. Cavalry who were murdered with Maj. James Wilson were buried.  

Current project: Registering all the members of the 17th Missouri Infantry.  

I havenôt been able to attend very many events this year due to working extra but hope to attend some of 

the Camp meetings and events in the future.  

With Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty,  

Glennon Alsop, Department Commander.  
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_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Department Informal Meeting 
October 11, 2014 

Room 7, Capitol Bldg 
Jefferson City MO 

 
Present:  DC Glenn Alsop, PDC Sec-Treas Martin Aubuchon, PCC JVC Tom Greminger, PDC Historic Records Officer 

Walt Busch, PC-in-C Council Don Palmer, PDC Bob Petrovic, PCC Wayne Sampson, John Palmer. Randal Burd Jr showed 

up at 10:54AM 

Opening:  1005 hrs Wayne Sampson appointed chaplain, led prayer.  Glen Alsop then pledge. 

Review of Minutes, correction submitted by Dale Crandell: change top of page two to be òat the request of Westport Camp. 

I move to divide the department such that Westport Champ and any other camp so wishing can organize as a separate 

department or with another department including the Department-At-Large.ó  Motion by Bob Petrovic and second by Wayne 

Sampson to approve with changes.  

Dale Crandell stated vote is out of order because no department order was made announcing the meeting .  After review, no 

votes will be done today other than creating an action list for the March meeting and the meeting is hereby declared an 

informal meeting. 

Commanderõs Report: 

Department Order #1:  

Department meeting for March is March 7, 2015. Department Encampment is June 6, 2015. 

Both in Jefferson City. 

So ordered by Department Commander Glennon Alsop and attested to by Secretary Martin 

Aubuchon, dated October 11, 2014. 

June 7th- Attended the Department meeting in Jefferson City and was elected the Department 
Commander.   

June 12th- Attended a Veterans Internment ceremony at Jefferson Barracks. the ashes of 2 Civil War 
veterans were included in the ceremony.  

Sept. 28th- Took part in the 150th Anniversary reenactment of the Battle of Pilot Knob at Fort Davidson 
State Battlefield.   

Oct. 4th- Took part in a ceremony to dedicate a marker at St. Johns Lutheran Church in Beaufort, Mo. 
where 5 of the soldiers from the 3rd M.S.M. Cavalry who were murdered with Maj. James Wilson were buried.    

Current project: Registering all the members of the 17th Missouri Infantry.  
I havenõt been able to attend very many events this year due to working extra but hope to attend some of 

the Camp meetings and events in the future.   
Question by Dale Crandell on Commander report as to whether the Westport Camp and Encampment motion that 
Department Commander forward for National Encampment resolution on supplemental membership. Crandell 
states that he was tasked to get departments on board to agree to this and had response from six and that Crandell 
reminded commander 3 times to include it in his department report and claims his name is now òMuddó. 

Randal, as secretary failed to forward as required according to Crandall.  Dietzel did not forward to Glennon and 
Glennon did not make a report either according to Crandell. 



6 
 

JVC Report: JVC Tom Greminger had 1 application sent to Chris Warren and McCormick Camp. 

SVC Report: SVC Randal Burd Jr showed up at 10:53 AM and advised no report.  

Sec/Treas Report: (in part) Membership for the report year ended May 31, 2014.  The department has 249 
Brothers. This includes 239 members, 5 life members, 1 real son, 3 juniors and 1 junior associate.  Since then we 
have reinstated two members and sent 4 form 30s to national for new members. 

The Missouri Secretary of State Corporate Registration is renewed.  

The Department of Missouri received a merchandise license No 2014-015 for use of SUVCW logos on the 2007 
Logan Encampment Medal.  License No. 2014-022 for the 2007 National Encampment logo on polo shirts and 
License No. 2014-023 for 2007 National Encampment logos on 2007 Encampment Pins.  All licenses expire August 
14, 2014.  Hopefully we can sell off the rest of stock by that time. 

THEN  

Brother Crandell asked if SVC Burd with an open Bible in front of him would state whether he submitted the 
report on supplemental membership.  Burd states he submitted the report to national. Burd was then presented 3 
charges brought by Brother Dale Crandell in writing to department commander. 

Treasurer Report: Submitted written report not copied here, but report showed money balancing.  Monies ($1 per 
member) are being sent to the past commandersõ fund. 

Brother Crandell demanded $16.50 for ROTC medals for which he was never reimbursed from Siegel Camp.  
Randal Burd presented him with a personal check. 

Submitted Historical Records Officerõs Report 

1.  Info on GAR posts of Murray and Joplin sent to me by Gary Scheel and James Dixon, but not on proper 
forms.  Will fill out forms when have time.  No other info at all turned in or researched this quarter. 

 2.  Have to got thru our monument reports and redact info concerning votes by grants committee to comply 
with national on this.  Will have done this fall.  There are, I believe, only 3 or 4 recommendations I need to look up. 
  3.  Downloaded all files from old website.  Sent all old Unionists to signals officer.  Most are not loaded up on 
site yet. 
  4. Accepted award from national encampment for best website. I have issues with that. 

 
Meeting closed with prayer at 1:09 PM. 
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CAMPS ROLL CALL 
 

         

Mooneyõs Bridge 
Memorial Stone 

 Members of the 
General Thomas C. Fletcher 
Camp 47, have been working all 
year on a special project related to 
Priceõs Raid.   After the Battle of 
Pilot Knob, Confederate troops 
entered DeSoto on Sept. 30, 
1864, and destroyed the water 
tanks along the railroad.  They 
helped themselves to town 
supplies and proceeded north of 
town to the railroad trestle over 
Joachim Creek known as 
Mooneyõs Bridge.  The bridge 
was destroyed.   Several days later 
a train coming from St. Louis 
brought the 138th Illinois 
Infantry to repair the bridge.  

They built a small fort and trench lines around the bridge, cut timber from the surrounding hillsides and began 
repair.  The earthworks are referred to as Camp Goodwin.  These earthworks are believed to be the only remaining 
Civil War fortifications in Jefferson County.  By October 7, all repairs had been finished and the first train crossed 
the bridge heading south.  The repair of this bridge opened the Iron Mountain Railroad for another 19 miles south. 

 On Saturday, November 1, 2014, the members of the General Thomas C. Fletcher Camp will 
dedicate a memorial stone, marking the 150th anniversary of this event. We are looking for SUV members who 
would like to participate.  There will be a reception after the dedication.  If you would like to be involved in this 
event, please contact Commander Doug Roussin (636-586-4263) or Leonard Wright (314-853-7255). 

2roussins@att.net 
 
 

Lt. Col. J. Felix St. James 

Camp #326 

We have had a couple of meetings 

since our last newsletter.  At our July meeting 

we discussed the battles that happened in 

July 1864.  It was pretty interesting with the 

descriptions of the different battles.  In 

August Brother Gary Scheel gave a 

presentation on the Battle of Pilot Knob and 

several guests were present.  In September 

we Tom Greminger and Gary Scheel gave a 

presentation on how the National 

mailto:2roussins@att.net
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Organization of the Sons of Union Veterans is set up and how it works to the best of their ability.  

Bob Hammack reported that he had participated as chaplain at the MƻƻǊŜΩǎ aƛƭƭ aŀǎǎ DǊŀǾŜ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ нтth.  It 

was attended by several members of the Department of Missouri and the Department of Iowa. 

On July 4th tǊƛǾŀǘŜ wƻōŜǊǘ aǳŜƭƭŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ {ǘŜΦ DŜƴŜǾƛŜǾŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΣ пth of July Ceremony.  We had three 

members of Company F present in uniform. 

Company F along with the French Colonial Militia met at the public parking lot and marched the 

three blocks to the Courthouse wear the ceremony took place.  Present were representatives of 

the VFW who were the flag honor guard.  We listened to several speeches and the crowd enjoyed 

the ceremonies.  Thank you Private Mueller for your efforts and reinstituting the 4th of July 

Ceremony in Ste. Genevieve. 

The Ste. Genevieve Courthouse was used by several Union Regiments during the Civil War as a 

barracks and headquarters. 

 

ăL to R, Private Joe Williams, Private Ed Millinger and Private William Zoughaib. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: William Zoughaib and Jenna Zougaib 

Bottom:  members of St. James Camp Tom 

Greminger, Jerry Kasten, and Bob Schmidt 

along with McCormick Camp and PDC D. 

Chris Warren with baby. 
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Phelps Camp #66 
 

 

BATTLE OF WILSONôS CREEK 

ANNIVERSARY CEREMONY  

The 153rd anniversary of the battle was 

remembered in a ceremony on Sunday, August 

10. Phelps Camp members provided the color 

guard, presented the memorial wreath, and 

were present in the audience for the program. 

Good work, gentlemen!  

HEADSTONE DEDICATION SCHEDULED  

The Mary Whitney Phelps Tent, Daughters of 

Union Veterans dedicated a new head-stone 

for James Henry Robinson, 16th Missouri 

Cavalry, on Sunday, August 31 at 3:30 p.m. 

The ceremony took place at the Shields 

Cemetery near Marshfield. Members of the 

Phelps Camp attended according to their newsletter. 

 2ND ANNUAL HIS-TORIC 

WEAPONS DEMONSTRATION  

DAY APPROACHES  

 

The camp will conduct its 

second annual historic weapons firing 

day on  

Sunday, October 26 from Noon to 5 

p.m. at the Kirk Singleton farm near 

Billings, Missouri (maps will be 

forthcoming).  

We will live-fire several 19th 

Century and early 20th Century 

weapons, and will assist Phelps Camp 

member John Sutton in a ñpenetration 

testò of the ballistics qualities of 

several types of ammunition. If you 

canôt make it for the entire afternoon, 

feel free to stop by any time to enjoy 

this rare experience.  

FORT SCOTT EVENT :  Several members of Phelps Camp and friends participated in the ñSymbols of 

Sacrificeò program at Fort Scott National Historic Site on September 13. Several thousand U.S. flags were 

placed on the parade ground in honor of the men and women who have died in the War on Terror, and the camp 

presented two ñParade of the Soldierò programs, highlighting the 1842-2014 period.  
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Spradling Camp #72 at the Prairie Grove Clothes Line Fair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


