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Events on the Horizon  

Apr 14 ð Lincoln Remembrance Day ð Springfield (Info on page 27)  Apr 30 ð Form 27, Roster, and annual dues due to Dept Secretary 
May 5 ð 56th USCT Remembrance at Jefferson Barrack Cemetery ð 10 AM May 15 ð Form 990N due to IRS 
May 28 ð Memorial Day ð Various Events    June 2 ð Dept Encampment ðscheduled for Bennett Springs State Park 
June 25 ð Next Deadline for the Missouri Unionist    July 21 ð Grant Remembrance Day at US Grant NHS, Affton, MO  
August 9-12  - Massachusetts ð National Encampment   Oct 5-6  - Central Region Allied Orders Conference in Valparaiso, IN 

 

Editorôs Comments by Walt Busch, PDC  

 

Missouri is everywhere!  Well, probably not everywhere, but it is amazing just what pops up when you 

donõt expect it.  I am still on vacation and just two days ago visited Tombstone, AZ.  Got to see all the tourist traps: 
the OK Corral, the Bird Cage, Boot Hill (which was cheaper to see and better than the rest of the stuff).  Got to see 
the holster and gun from Have Gun Will Travel, as well as one of John Wayneõs and a bunch of items purporting to 

be from Wild West heroes and villains.  Near dayõs end, I discovered there was a GAR monument at the new 
cemetery in town and that I couldnõt find a picture of it on the web.  
Well, we pulled into the cemetery and even before I found the GAR 

monument, there, right were we first stopped, was a Civil War soldierõs 
marker.  Looking more closely at it showed it to be that of Lt. Colonel 
H.M. Matthews of the 3rd M.S.M. Cavalry.  While he wasnõt at the battle 

of Pilot Knob (where I use to work), his unit was, so I recognized it 
straightaway.  Today we pulled into a cemetery in Deming, NM, and 
while we didnõt find any Civil War soldiers, one of the few tombstones I 

paid attention to was that of a World War I Missouri veteran.  Yes, 
Missouri has more than done its share in our wars.  Missouri SUVCW 
also is one of the more active departments in the organization.  Letõs 

keep it that way.  While we are 99.999% done recording Missouri 
monuments, graves of Union soldiers still need to be worked on.  Please 
try to record some this year. Letõs keep the memory of our Civil War and 

G.A.R. ancestors alive. 
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 In Memory of James (Jim) Harrison Chilcutt, age 83, 

died Wednesday, February 14, 2018, at home in Jefferson City. He had 
battled cancer and heart disease. He was born on November 19, 1934, in 
Diamond, Missouri, a son of James Ramey and Mary Frances (Rodgers) 
Chilcutt. He was married on August 12, 1962, in Springfield, Missouri, to 
Barbara Frances Woods, who survives at the home. They raised three sons 
and enjoyed 55 years of married life together. He was a 1953 graduate of 
Joplin High School in Joplin, Missouri, and he attended Missouri 
Southern. He served three years in the U. S. Army (16 months in Korea.) 
He worked for 38 years at the Missouri Division of Employment Security, 
serving as Manager of the Job Service offices in Hannibal, Jefferson City, 
and Springfield. He retired in December 1996, as Manager of 
Administrative Services for the Missouri Department of Labor in Jefferson 
City. He was a member, Deacon, and Elder at First Presbyterian Church in 
Jefferson City; a former member of the Evening Rotary Club, a Rotary 
Foundation Sustaining Member, and was a Paul Harris Fellow; a past 
member of the Board of the Employment Security Credit Union; the 
American Legion Roscoe Enloe Post 5; the VFW Post 1003; the World's 
Fair Preservation Society; the Jefferson City Park Department Resources 
Committee; the Historic Preservation Commission for the City of 

Jefferson; the Missouri Society of Military History, the Sons of Union Veterans Lillie Camp 6; a lifetime member of 
the Sons of Confederate Veterans and a member of the Mosby Monroe Parsons Camp #718. He was also past 
President of the River City Collectors' Guild and past Co-Director of the Friar Tuck Collectors' Club; a past 
Chairman of the Capitol Area Chapter of the American Red Cross and a long-time blood donor; a past President of 
the Jefferson City Men's Garden Club and a long-time member of the Missouri Botanical Gardens; and he was a 
board member of the Riverview Cemetery Association. After retirement, he and Barbara were in the antique 
business. He was a gardener, enjoyed raising orchids, and was a Master Gardener. Jim was interested in all things old 
and historical. He wanted to know how and why things happened and the results. He had a great interest in 
archaeology, particularly, in Biblical archaeology. Survivors include his wife, Barbara Chilcutt; two sons, Bryan 
Rodgers Chilcutt (wife, Susan) of Columbia, Missouri and Darin Foster Chilcutt (wife, Jennifer) of Jefferson City, 
Missouri; two grandsons, Cameron Daniel Chilcutt of Jefferson City and Carson James Chilcutt of Columbia; one 
sister, Jo Helen Beauchamp of Springfield, Missouri, one brother, Don R. Chilcutt (wife, Charlotte) of Edmond, 
Oklahoma; one niece; and four nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents and a son, Kevin Woods 
Chilcutt. Visitation will be held from 9:30 until 11:00 a.m. Saturday, February 24, 2018, at First Presbyterian Church 
with a memorial service following at 11:00 a.m. with the Reverend Dr. David Henry officiating. Graveside services 
will be held at 1:30 p.m. at Riverview Cemetery. Memorials are suggested to the Peru Water Project at First 
Presbyterian Church or to Meds & Food for Kids in Haiti, 4488 Forest Park, Ste. 230, St. Louis, MO 63108 Funeral 
arrangements were under the direction of Freeman Mortuary.  

 

 

 

 

 

LǘΩǎ ŀ {Ƴŀƭƭ ²ƻǊƭŘ 

Years before the Civil War, Jesse Grant, 

father of Ulysses, lived and worked in the 

home of Owen Brown, whose small son 

grew up to be John Brown, the Abolitionist 

whose attacks on slavers in Kansas and 

ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŀǊǇŜǊΩǎ CŜǊǊȅ ŀǊǎŜƴŀƭ ƭƛǘ ǘƘŜ 

fire for the upcoming war. 

/h[[9/¢hwΩ{ /hwb9w ōȅ t// 5ƻǳƎ wƻǳǎǎƛƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΗ 

²Ŝ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ 

the rest mŀȅ ōŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŎƻǇŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  5ƻǳƎ ŀƴŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ 

the text and pictures sent via e-mail due to size and I was on 

ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜǎΦ  bŜȄǘ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ 

have 2 articles to make up for the lack of one this time.  To those 

ǿƘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ 5ƻǳƎΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ όŀƴŘ L ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜύΣ 

they will return. 
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REMINISCING ABOUT THE 

FORMATION OF THE RANSOM 

POST IN ST LOUIS AND GENERAL 

WILLIAM T. SHERMAN. 

 

Henry Fairback, who became 

department commander of the 

Missouri GAR in 1905, was a 

member of Ransom Post 131. 

His booklet, A Wanderer: Being A 

Brief Sketch of the Civil and 

Military Experiences of Henry 

Fairback , not only describes this 

story of General Sherman, but also 

his career as an artificer with Co. E, 

1st Missouri Engineers, his time as a 

POW, and his escapades as he 

escaped. 

Ȱ) ÌÏÏËÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÆÅÄÅÒÁÔÅ ÔÉÍÅ 

and again; he held his carbine in 

both hands partly resting on his 

knees; my heart was beating with 

anxiety; the despite deed had to be 

done ; it was man to man.  With 

one quick jump, I snatched his 

carbine from him ; he hallooed and 

ran.  I cocked the carbine and told 

him to stand or I would shoot him.  

He did so, and slowly got down the 

slide on which we went up.  When 

on the ground he begged us not to 

kill him; he told his partner his 

suspicion was that we were 

Ȱ9ÁÎËÓȟȱ ÎÏ× ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÓÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÉÔȣ) 

took all his ammunition, threw it in 

the river, took the load out of his 

carbine, and told him I would give 

it back to him, that he should tell 

the officers who came with him 

that he had found our furloughs, 

then let us go.  Off we started and 

paddled as hard as our physical 

strength would allow.  When we 

rounded a river bank, out of sight, 

we remained in the cane-brake till 

ÍÉÄÎÉÇÈÔȢȱ  

Note: Some war records name him 

as Henry Feuerbach. 
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Veterans Who Are Members of the Department of Missouri SUVCW 

Edward J. Krieser 
 
U.S. Marine Corps 
 
Private First Class 
 
Boot Camp at San Diago, CA 
Infantry Training at Camp Pendelton California 
 
Vietnam December 1966 through May 1967 
Infantry Rifleman and squad radioman with Foxtrot 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine 
Division 
Medical Evacuation May 1967 
 
Decorations:  
 Purple Heart Medal 
 Combat Action Ribbon 
 Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon 
 National Defense Service Medal 
   Vietnam Service Medal  
  with 1 Bronze Star 
 Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Medal 
 Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal 
 Vietnam Campaign Medal 

 
 
Member of Abe Lincoln Camp #2, Department 
of MO, SUVCW 
 
 
Receiving Purple Heart at Okinawa 
 
CIVIL WAR ANCESTOR 
 
Private August Bruss 
Company A 
9th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment 
 
SUVCW 
 
Commander-in-Chief 2000/2001 
 
 
 
 
Thank you Brother Ed for your service. 
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In future Missouri Unionist you will meet some of the members of the Department of Missouri who have served in 

the military.  If you would like to share your information with me please use the following format. Email it to: 

Gary Scheel, somewhere1@sbcglobal.net 

NAME 
MILITARY PHOTOGRAPH 
BRANCH OF SERVICE 
RANK 
WHERE YOU SERVED 
WAR SERVICE 
DECORATIONS 
CIVIL WAR ANCESTOR 
SUVCW CAMP YOU ARE A MEMBER OF 
SUVCW Highest Office Held 
PERMISSION TO PLACE YOUR INFORMATION SHEET IN THE MISSOURI UNIONIST 
 

If you are a veteran you are eligible for the SUVCW WAR MEDAL.  How to receive one is listed in the 

information below with a link to Form 5 which is the application form for the medal. 

The SUVCW WAR MEDAL is authorized for any Brother who has served honorably in any branch of the Armed 

Forces of the United States during a period of war or military conflict as defined by the Council of Administration. 

1. A DD214, DD4, or DD215 must accompany the application and reflect the qualifying medal/ribbon. 2. 

Entitlement is determined by the Brotherõs Camp at a regular meeting of that Camp. 3. A gold bar naming the war 

or conflict in which the Brother served may be attached to the ribbon of the medal. This bar may not be attached to 

any other badge of the Order. 4. The WAR MEDAL shall NOT be worn at the same time with the MILITARY 

SERVICE MEDAL. [Ref. REGULATIONS, Chapter V, Article III, Section 3, sub-sections F, G ð C&R.] I have 

the honor to apply for the WAR MEDAL of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, having received 

http://www.suvcw.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/FORM-5-revised-April-2017.pdf 

 

If you have ever been a member of the Military of any branch of the Armed Forces and did not serve during a time 

of war there is a SUVCW Military Service Medal you are eligible for this medal.  How to receive one is listed in the 

information below with a link to Form 8 which is the application form for this medal 

The SUVCW MILITARY SERVICE MEDAL is authorized for any Brother who has served honorably in any 

branch of the Armed Forces of the United States. If a Brother is qualified for this medal and the SUVCW WAR 

MEDAL, the Brother may purchase both, but may only wear one medal or the other at any one time. [Reference = 

REGULATIONS, Chapter V, Article III, Section 3, sub-section G of the C&R.] 

http://suvcw.org/ftp/form8fi.pdf    

 

 

 

mailto:somewhere1@sbcglobal.net
http://www.suvcw.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/FORM-5-revised-April-2017.pdf
http://suvcw.org/ftp/form8fi.pdf
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Members of the Department of Missouri SUVCW With Military Service 

Randal A. Burd, Jr. 

Military Service 

Specialist, E-4 (Euphonium Player) 

135th Army Band, Springfield, Missouri, USA 

US Army National Guard 1996 - 2000 

2/58 Infantry Training Battalion (Basic),  
      Fort Benning, GA (June ð Aug 1996) 

113th Army Band (OJT), 
      Fort Knox, KY (Summer 1997)  
 
Army Service Ribbon 
Missouri National Guard Basic Training Ribbon 
Army Expert Marksmanship Badge 
Honorable Discharge 
 
Photos: 
Rolla, Missouri, Spring 1997 (above);  
Fort Benning, Georgia, June 1996 (left) 
 
òI served as a euphonium player in the 135th Army Band from April 

1996 to April 2000. I completed basic training with the 2/58 Infantry 

Training Battalion at Fort Benning Infantry School in Fort Benning, 

Georgia. I completed my MOS training with the 113th Army Band at 

Fort Knox, Kentucky. In the 135th Army Band, we played training 

graduations, change of command ceremonies, patriotic concerts, and 

many other venues where a military band is needed or desired. We were 

also involved in the christening ceremony for the U.S.S. Bonhomme 

Richard (LHD-6) in August 1998. While I am not a veteran of active duty service, I am honored to have worked 

with and supported them during my military experience.ó  

SUVCW 
Commander, Department of Missouri (2016-2018) 
 
CIVIL WAR ANCESTOR(S): My direct Civil War ancestors include 1LT James H. McMillian, Co E, Osage County 

Home Guards*, Private Evan Leland Short, Co H, Osage County Home Guards*, Private Lorenzo Dow Wall, Co 

E, Osage County Home Guards*, Private Shepherd Shelton, Co E, Osage County Home Guards*.  

* This company was recognized by the Hawkins Taylor Commission as having performed regular Federal Service 

and thus its members were eligible for federal honorable discharges and pensions. I also have other collateral 

ancestors who fought in regular federal units. 

Thank you Brother Randal for your service. 
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A Long Journey into Night: Abraham Lincolnõs 

Corpse at Rest 

By Randal A. Burd, Jr., PDC 

This article was originally published by WafflesatNoon.com on 7 May 2014. 

Although Abraham Lincoln was assassinated in 1865, his final burial didnõt occur until 1901, and only after 

his coffin had been moved and opened several times. 

April of 1865 was a month of triumph and tragedy in Washington D.C. The surrender of Confederate General 
Robert E. Lee at Appomattox Court House in Virginia on the 9th of April marked a formal end to the bloodiest 
conflict ever fought on American soil. Ulysses S. Grant, the victorious general once ridiculed as an abject failure at 
life and a perpetual drunk, was a national hero held in such high regard that he would go on to serve two terms as 
President of the United States. But it was another man of humble origins who would, as Secretary of War Edwin M. 
Stanton so eloquently stated, òbelong to the agesó: a modest yet brilliant lawyer and politician from Springfield, 
Illinois. Abraham Lincoln, whose likeness is etched into the national consciousness on coin and currency, in marble 
and in stone, was the 16th President of the United States, the great emancipator, and savior of the Union. On the 
15th of April 1865, he died a martyrõs death. 
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Justice was swift. The assassin, an actor and Confederate sympathizer named John Wilkes Booth, was tracked, 
cornered, and shot by the 26th of April. The larger failed conspiracy was investigated, arrests were made, and four 
conspirators were executed by hanging on the 7th of July. But the mourning endured. From verses of Shakespeareõs 
òKing Henry VIIIó published in a letter proclaiming Lincoln a martyr to the New York Times on the 26th of April 
1865, to the classical poem, òO Captain! My Captain!ó written by Walt Whitman in 1865 to eulogize Lincoln and 
learned in schools across the nation to this day, the nation grieved for the greatest and most beloved president since 
General George Washington. So it is no wonder that unscrupulous citizens would believe a successful kidnapping 
plot involving the post-mortem Lincoln might be a lucrative endeavor. 

A failed attempt to steal Lincolnõs corpse for ransom occurred on the 7th of November in 1876. A band of 
counterfeiters broke into Lincolnõs tomb, removed the marble lid from his sarcophagus, and arduously attempted to 
make off with the coffin before police were alerted and the plot quickly thwarted. The coffin was moved and stored 
in various discreet locations in the cemetery over the following years. The unsecured and deteriorating tomb at Oak 
Hill Cemetery was replaced with a new tomb in 1901. Robert Todd Lincoln, the presidentõs son, decided to encase 
the presidentõs coffin in steel and concrete to prevent future disturbance. 

Before the final interment, and unbeknownst to Robert Lincoln, workers re-interring the president decided it was 
necessary to once again view Abraham Lincolnõs remains to prevent future rumors that the body was not resting in 
the soon to be permanent grave. A portion of the lead-lined coffin was removed from above Lincolnõs face and 
shoulders to reveal the intact features of the 16th president, minus eyebrows and with the addition of some mold 
and mildew. The frequent embalming required for the deceased presidentõs seven-state funeral procession probably 
accounted for the impressive extent of the corpseõs preservation. Witnesses unanimously agreed that the coffin 
contained Lincolnõs remains. 

The coffin was placed in a steel cage, buried 10 feet below the ground, and encased in concreteñpermanently 

interred in a monument befitting Lincolnõs status. There Abraham Lincoln remains, at rest only after his coffin was 

moved 17 times and opened five. His final resting place, located in Oak Hill Cemetery, Springfield, Illinois, is and 

will continue to be one of the most sacred of historical landmarks in the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Missouri Department Encampment meets on Saturday, 

June 2nd at Bennett Spring State Park.   

There is a lot to do for a family for a day or two while visiting here.  Besides 

fishing, the pool should be open for swimmers and there is always hiking.  A trip to 

nearby Lebanon, MO provides antique stores, movie theatre, and several outlet 

ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ /ŀǎŜ YƴƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ wǳǎǎŜƭƭΩǎ /ƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ όƘƛƴǘΥ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ǘƘŜǊŜύΦ  

While you would have to do some checking, there are other campgrounds along 

the Niangua River and some, I believe offer tubing also.   

For lodging, there is full hookup and primitive camping, cabins, and condo units in 

the park.  Several members could rent one unit and share expenses. There are 

other cabins and camping in the area as well as a few hotels in Lebanon.  Click on 

the link below to get the registration form for the event.  All members of the 

SUVCW may attend the meeting.  A voting card should be issued to you by your 

camp for voting.  If they are unfamiliar with that card contact the Unionist editor 

at webusch@hotmail.com.  
http:/ /www.suvcwmo.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30960503/2018_missouri_department_enca

mpment.pdf 

 


