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Department of Missouri  
Sons of Union Veterans of the C i v i l  War 
Department Special Meeting, April  2 ,  2005 
State Capitol B u i l d i n g ,  Room 6 ,  Jefferson City,  Missouri  

Commander, Charles Ed Funck opened the meeting at 11 :00am with department 
short opening ceremony. 

Acting  Chap la i n  Donald  Bel l  opened the B ib le  and led us i n  prayer. 

Patriotic Instructor Jack G .  Grothe led the Pledge of A l legiance.  

Roll Ca l l  of _Officers:  Present; Commander Charles Ed Funck ;  Robert Petrovic 
PDC: Vern SEoeeieyRare PDc: Donald E .  Bel l  Counselor;  John Martin Chief of 
Staff; Brian Smarker S igna l s  Officer; Walter Busch Camp Commander; dack G .  
Grothe Patriotic Instructor; Camps present: #62, 64 ,  6 5 ,  and 68 .  

Minutes pf Qctober 2 2 ,  2004: Amended: Section D could be "Tabled"  delete 
to bring i t  up at the National _Encampment i n  Auqust. Motion to accept the 
minutes as amended by Bob Petrovic, second Vern Stottlemyre. Motion Passed.  

Secretary-Treasures Report; (see attached report) Note; seven new Members at 
large and two new camp members. Treasure Mark i s  i n s t a l l i n g  a  system to 

- insure we w i l l  not be charged a maintenance fee on our saving account. 
A l l  treasures accounts were present and i n  good order. 

-  

Chaplains  Report; Mar Cop l i n ' s  father in  law i s  undergoing an operation, 
therefore, Mark i s  attending to h i s  farm i n  Kansas .  

Patriotic Instructor Report; Jack Grothe distributed 'Annual report forms 
for camp and department P . I . ' s .  Jack noted difficulty i n  f i nd i ng  out who 
were the camps P . I . ' s .  Complimented the National P . I .  Bruce B .  Butgereit 
development of an excellent program. 

GAR Highway. s ign progress: no report 
_age] Scout; National Coordinator has set up an e-mail  address directing 
parties to department Eagle  Scout Coordinators.Question: has a copy of our 
commendation sent to them. Bob Petrovic said no. They w i l l  have to work with  u s .  
Cmdr. Funck reproted he has signed fifty commendations for John Avery. 

Web Master; Bob noted our web s i te  needs to be updated, some information i s  
more then two years o l d .  Brian Smarker sa id  th i s  i s  due to lack  of information 
being sent to h im .  ' b r a i n  storming general d i s c u s s i o n ' .  Information from 
camp officers insta l lat ion  w i l l  be put on. 

The Banner ; Change of address on Camp Status Report need to be f i l l e d  out .  
E-mail to Lee Walters. In the l ast  Banner it  was noted from National  new 
members to be put on ma i l i n g  l i s t  before appl ication  sent to departments. 

1 1 : 55am  B i b l e  closed for short break. Re-opened 1 2 : 1 5 pm  
Archiv ist ;  Walter Busch shared information about micro f i l m  of records. Cost 
could be $150.00 for 500 pages.  We are on the l i s t  with the state for them 
to cover cost ,  yet at th is  time no funds are ava i l a b l e .  

2007  N a t i o n a l  E n c a m p m e n t ;  B . P .  We need seed money. S e l l i n g  'bonds '  
and raffles work l a st  time. Bonds were for $20.00 and th is  cou ld be repeated. 
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Page two: Special Department Meeting April  2 ,  2005 

Letters of Endorsement; Received letters from: Gettysburg Camp No .  122  ­ 

Charles E .  Kuhn Jr.  for the post of Junior  V ice Commander-in-Chief; 
Department of Pennsylvania -  Charles E .  Kuhn Jr. for the post of Junior 
Vice Commander-in-Chief; Department of New Hamphsire - Daniel W. Murry 
PDC to the post of Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief. 

Received from Department of Pennsylvania i nv i tat ion  to attend their 
Encampment June 24-26, 2005. 

Brother Robert M.  Petrovic POC sent us a letter of intent to run for the 
position on the National Council of Administration. A l l  present are backing 
Brother Petrovic. 

Missouri Unionist ;  B . P .  motion that our Missouri Unionist be sent to a l l  
members whose camps have sent i n  their rosters. A l l  members at large i n  good 
standing as of April 1 5 ,  2005. Second by V . S .  Motion Passed. 

Department Officers for 2005-2006; Nomination opened with the understanding 
if the Brother i s  not present, he should be contacted for h i s  approval 
to keep his  name on the nomination l i s t .  The following i s  a  suggestion. 
Commander; John Martin of Kansas City;  Sr.V.Cmdr. John Avery of Manchester, 
Mo. Jr.V.Cmdr.  Walter Busch of Pilot Knobb, Mo. Council Member Vern Stottlemyre 
and Bob Petrovic. 

2005 _Missouri Department Annual Encampment; June 17 & 18.  Friday evening and 
Saturday with evening banquet and speaker. Same as last year. Room cost the 
same. Food lunch three choices, banquet two choices.  Commander and h i s  
committee w i l l  determine choices. Speaker Mark Coplin had made a suggestion, 
and all  agreed to h i s  choice. Order of business same as l ast  year. Awards, 
poster boards, ribbons, etc. Bob Petrovic commented: Last year Cmdr. Don 
Palmer presented to Holiday Inn a plaque of appreciation. This  plaque was 
displayed i n  their display  case. Holiday Inn executives noted our plaque 
and decided to use i t  i n  their ' P . R . '  programs. 

1 3 : 2 0  B i b l e  closed for short break. Re-opened at 13 :33 

Membership-at-Large; John Avery written report noted we have 27 Brothers i n  
Departments Member-at-Large. Representing the second largest "camp" i n  the 
department. Bob Petrovic asked, what are we to do with them. Theres no 
real advantage for them not being i n  a  camp. They need to chose a camp 
or be assigned to a camp. This  would give them a 'camp newsletter' etc. 

Counselor Donald E .  Bell  and Robert M .  Petrovic (National Council of 
Administration) proposed the change i n  our department By-laws.  
"Dept. By-laws; Article X ,  Sec. 1 - 5 be replaced. New Article X Sec. l 
l ;  Member-at-Large needs to chose a Camp _ j n  the Department.2 :  If th is  
@ o i c e j s  not made ti 3 6  - da r s: sf  b e c omm i e s  member s f- he  depur@ner@, 
he s h a l l  be assigned to a camp. 
This  first reading of two required was voted to approve motion.  Passed.  

Good of the @rder:_Vern Stottlemyre gave an update regarding the John P .  
Byrne's funeral and bur ia l .  Noted their are two more brothers who were 
i n  the C iv i l  War Missouri M i l i t i a .  5  Union,  i  Confederate. This  i s  a  
once in l ifetime event, sponsored by the DUVCW and involving  a l l  the 
A l l i e d  Orders. Don Bel l  reported the Marines wi l l  a l so  be there. 

Patriotic Instructor: Jack Grothe presented information about other C i v i l  
War groups that were a lso  started by the veterans and the reason they no 
longer exist .  

Commander Charles Ed Funck closed the special department meeting at 1417 

hour. Pro-temp secretary dack G .  Grothe dGG/cef 
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The activities in which I participated, visited, or represented the MO Department, 
SUVCW: 

June 18-19, 2004--Was elected and installed as MO Department Commander of the 
SUVCW at the 9th ual 's so u r i  Department Encampment held at the 
Holiday South County, St. Louis, Missouri. 

August 12-15, 2004--Attended the 123rd National Encampment of the Sons of Union 
Veterans held at Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

September 11-12, 2004--Attended the Civil War Li · History Weekend held at Frontier 
Park, St. Charles, Missouri. 

October 23, 2004--Attended and led the Missouri Department meeting held at the 
Missouri State Capitol in Jefferson City, Missouri. 

November 5-7, 2004--Was a participant at the setting of the military headstone of 
Corporal John Peyton Byrne and led the 1879 GAR dedication of said 
headstone, at the City Cemetery at Memphis, Missouri. 

November 20, 2004--Gave 'Greetings' to the Col. Hecker Camp #443, Belleville, Illinois, 
at their 9th ual Encarnpment and Dinner. 

December 2, 2004--Visited the camp meeting of the William T. Sherman - Billy Y 
Camp #65, St. Louis, Missouri, and installed their officers for the year 
2005. 

December 18, 2004--Attended the Regimental Holiday Dinner of the General Alexander 
S. Asboth, Camp #5, Wentzville, Missouri, and installed their officers for 
the year 2005. 

January 15, 2005--Attended the camp meeting of the General John H. McNeil, Camp 
#62, Unionville, Missouri, and installed their officers for the year 2005. 

January 17, 2005--Attended the camp meet of the Ulysses S. Grant, Camp #68, 
St. Louis, Missouri, and installed their officers for the year 2005. 

February 1, 2005--Attended the camp meeting of the Phelps, Carnp #66, Springfield, 
Missouri, and installed their officers for the year 2005. 

February 8, 2005--Attended the carnp meeting of the Richard J. Oglesby- Bird's Point, 
Camp #61, Cape Girardeau, · souri, and installed their officers for the 
year 2005. 

February 22, 2005--Attended the camp meeting of the Maj. Francis Wilhel · Camp #17, 
Washington, Missouri, and installed their officers for the year 2005. 

February 27, 2005--Participated in the General William Tecumseh Sherman, 185th 
Birthday Anniversary, held in Calvary Cemetery, St. Louis, · souri, and 
gave 'Greetings' as MO Department Commander, SUVCW. 

March 2, 2005--Attended the camp meeting of the Westport, Camp #64, Kansas City, 
Missouri, and installed their officers for the year 2005. 

April 2, 2005--Attended and led the souri Department meeting held at the 
Missouri State Capitol in Jefferson City, "ssouri. 

April 15, 2005--Attended the Lincoln Tomb Ceremony on the 140th Anniversary 
Commemorating the Death of Abraham Lincoln, held at Oak Ridge 
Cemetery, Springfield, Illinois, and laid a wreath as MO Department 
Commander, SUVCW. 
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April 16, 2005--Attended the GAR Founders Day honoring Dr. Benjamin Franklin 
Stephenson and the founding of the Grand y of the Republic, held at 

Rose Hill Cemetery, Petersburg, Illinois, and laid a wreath as MO 
Department Commander, SUVCW. 

April 23-24, 2005--Attended the Battle of Pea Ridge Civil War Reenactment, held in 
d Park, Keo , Iowa, and participated in the practice for the funeral 

and burial of Corporal John Peyton Byrne, as the GAR Commander using 
the 1879 GAR Rit for the burial service for a comrade. 

May 13-15, 2005--Attended the open sessions of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War, 1861-1865, Missouri Department Convention, held at the 
Sheraton Westport Plaza Tower, St. Louis, "s so uri ,  p o st ed  colors, 
gave Greetings' as the MO Department Commander, and assisted in 
their Memorial Service with the folding ceremony. 

May 26-29, 2005--Attended the funeral and burial of the last Civil War Union Soldier, 
Corporal John Peyton Byrne, at Memphis, Missouri. Participated in the 

Friday activities on the court house steps and as MO Department 
Commander, SUVCW, presented a program on the Grand y of the 
Republic and General John Logan, Commander-in-Chief, and his General 
Order No. 1 1  proclaiming May 30 as Memorial Day. Participated 
in the Saturday Burial Services as the Commander of the GAR Officers 
using the 1879 GAR '' for the burial service for a comrade. 

May 30, 2005--Participated in the Memorial Day Activities held at Jefferson Barracks 
National Cemetery, St. Louis, Missouri, by assisting the Casket Honor 
Guard; then participated in the Civil War Service held at the DUVCW 
Monument erected to the memory of the Union Soldiers, and attended 
the service held at the Confederate Monument. 

June 17-18, 2005--Presiding as MO Department Commander of the SUVCW at the 10th 
ual Missouri Department Encampment held at the Holiday South 

County, St. Louis, Missouri. 
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In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 
Charles Ed Funck, ill 

MO Department Commander, SUVCW 
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Commander Charles Ed Funck Il l , Missouri Departments 1 0  Annual Encampment Report. 

Correspondence 

June 1 9 ,  2004; Senior Vice Commanders report to 9th Encampment. 

June 2004; Letter to all department officers and camps. 1 ;  30 day policy . Within the 
month all correspondence, money, reports should be completed. 2; Activities reports. 
Chief-of-Staff, John Martin is asking for camp activities be reported to him. 3Each camp 
needs a recruiting and retention policy for current and new brothers. 4Public Relations, 
need for getting the word out about our SUVCW AT THE CAMP LEVEL. 5; AII of the reports 
from the camps and by the department have dead lines for the reports. 6; GAR Post 
records are part of our duty. 7; Grave Registration. Check with the local cemetery's 
about veterans graves. Or just walk through some in your neighborhood. 8; Eagle Scout 
commendations is one of our community projects. 9; National Encampment any brother 
in good standing can attend this encampment. 10 ;  Most important, changes in brothers 
address, phone no. e-mail or status should go through our department secretary for then 
the changes are recorded by national. 
Publication of 2004-2005 department officers, and camp officers as known at this time. 
2005 Missouri Department Encampment, need a camp to sponsor in an area other than 
St. Louis since it has been here for past four years. 30 day policy - when I receive the 
minutes of the 9th Encampment they shall be forwarded to all department officers and 
camps. 
Enc losed; Eagle Scout flier, Union Burials book covers 

25 June; to Cmdr. Greg Zellinske, recommending they forward their camp newsletter to 
C-n-C. 

30 June ; to National Headquarters, department officers certification of department 
officers with explanation. 

26 June; letter to brother Paul for attending. 

27 June; from Brian Smarker Asking for updates for web site. 

27 June; from John Martin, do we have e-mail for W i lhelme camp? E-mail answered. 

30 June; from Don Palmer said Mark Coplin would be back from Kansas July 5th, 

30 June: to Mark Coplin information I did regarding officers certification and forms he 
was to sign and send. 

3 July; to Don Palmer Asboth camp brothers roster and their officers. 

1 5  July; from John Avery Recommendations to be imp lemented for recruiting, financial 
goals, communications with camps, list of reports needed to be completed and by 
whom, and GAR records. 

1 5  July : from John Martin regarding a camp in St. Joe. 

1 5  July; question from John Martin regarding staying on as Chief of Staff, and the new 
camp .  
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1 5  July; from Don Palmer I had asked for some of the appointed officers Don had and he 
answered. 

1 5  July; from Bob Petrovic about some papers he had for me. 

1 5  July ; Corrections of some of the department officers by Don Palmer. 

3 July; to Brian Smarker, I ' l l  b e  o n  family vacation till July 12th. 

1 5  July; Emmett Taylors note to Don Palmer forwarded to me regarding a stone 
dedication. 

1 5  July; from Don Palmer thanking me for address updates, yet need more from other 
camps. 

1 5  July; from Mark Coplin explaining going through boxes Bob had given him and when 
we could get together. 

1 5  July; from Bill Casseau, Chaplain correcting his e-mail address. 

20 July: to State Historical Society of Mo. Purchasing two burial record books for our Gary 
Scheel. I paid for them. 

21 July: letter to all department officers and camps: Unscheduled delay in Branson due 
to my heart three way bypass. Repeat 30 day policy; Missouri Unionist editor Don Palmer 
said he enough material for the Unionist yet needs up to date brothers lists from all 
camps .. Please camps send your list to editor Don, Secy Mark and as back up Cmdr. 
Charles.; We have a number of brothers who are NOT getting their Banner. Also a need 
to keep the membership list up to date,; Instruction given on how to fill the Camp Status 
Report . ;  Banner change of address to Banner editor. Announcing the new General 
Alexandria S. Asboth camp, chartered at our encampment 

Roster of Sherman camp received. 

26 July: to Mark Coplin guide lines regarding record keeping. 

26 July; received the books from. State Historical Society. 

7 August: from Don Palmer editor, question regarding table at nations, Unionist up date of 
article. 

1 9  August; from Brian Smarker, visitors of web site comments. 

1 0  September; from Mark Coplin exchange of conversation with John Martin regarding 
web site. 

1 0  August: from Don Palmer inquire about national table and podium tab le? 

1 0  September: John Avery letter regarding Memorial Day 3 1 ,  2005. Those who will be 
marching with the hearse. 
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I September 2004; 'by the light of the late night lamp',  Cmdr's letter to all department 
officers and camps; Department Officers list with address, phone no. e-mail. Next special 
department meeting and items to be discussed. 2004 Annual Encampment minutes also 
included in packet. C-n-C Orr's recruiting letter. Corrections, Bob Petrovic removed as 
Eagle Scout Coordinator and add Jack Grothe as Patriotic Instructor. Editor Don Palmer 
said the Missouri Unionist would be in the mail if he had all of the rosters. Plus four short 
stories by cmdr. Charles. 

l O September; from Mark Coplin wanting an address. 

1 0  September; from Gary L. Scheel, report sending 6 1 9  Grave Registrations to national, 
and thanking those who made this number possible. 

24 June;  from Don Palmer copy of his letter head as Commander. 

7 August; from Don Palmer regarding national encampment and who is going plus about 
table? 

4 July; from Emmett Taylor grave stone dedication in Clarksburg, Mo. 

l September; from Nationa l Chief of Staff Don Palmer, General Order # 1 ,  Passing of PC­ 
in-C Schlenker, C-in-C. Stephen Michaels thanks all for his support. Department of Iowa 
for their hospitality. Congratu lation to Allied Orders. Instructions for various Nationa l 
Offices. Timely reporting continues to be an issue. Remembrance Day, Memorial Day 
observances. Productive regular meetings and relevant, well planned activities are the 
key. Draping of charters in honor of PCinC Schlenker. 

l O September: from Don Pa lmer announcing appointment as National Chief of Staff. Also 
some guidelines. Relating to Department Encampments through the Order. 

6 September: Editor Don Palmer ' I 'm  going to try and get the Unionist out by the end of 
the week. 

l O September; from John Martin, does the dept. have a Camp at Large Coordinator? 
Answer No. though the Jr. Vice Department Commander has been acting as such. 

1 9  September; General Order #3; CinC Michaels suspension of Douglass R. Knight, 
Massachusetts Dept., from all duties as an officer in camp 

1 9  September; General Order, Eagle Scout certificates must be ordered from 
Quartermaster Wheeler. 

2 1  September; Editor Don Palmer, correction the Unionist is not in the mail, only received 
rosters from; Sherman, Grant Asboth, camps. 

21 September; To all; Cmdr. Charles back from the hospital after complications from fluid 
in lung, side effect of bypass surgery and to thin of blood. Complications noted at 
National Encampment. 

October; 'by the light of the late night lamp' to all department officers and camps: 2004­ 
2005 department officers, Special Department Meeting for October 2n. Items to be 
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discussed at the meeting. Camp visitation by commander. Reminder of 2005 dues with 
no changes for National or Department per capita dues. Commander will extend 
greetings to the DOLLUS for the department while in Philadelphia, PA. Will also visit Civil 
War Museum, Harrisburg, PA? 

3 October; info shared by Robt. Champlin and Emmett Taylor regarding Clarksburg, Mo. 
Stone dedication. 

7 October: from John Avery and John Martin. GAR Post records should be continually 
collected. 

7 October; from Don Palmer, A complete listing of 2004 Camp Commanders 

1 6  July; CnC Kent Armstrong Our thoughts and prayers for Cmdr, Charles complete 
speedy recovery. 

l O October from Robert Champlin, House bill #845 was killed in the house. It can be 
reissued next legislative session. 

1 2  October; from Penn . Dept. Nomination for Jun ior Vice Commander in Chief, Charles E. 
Kuhn Jr. 

1 9  October; Nat. Chief of Staff Palmer requesting Mo. Dept. Encampment date. 

20 October: John A very will not be able to attend the Special Meeting, also thanks for 
the news letter. Correcting an e-mail. 

23 October: Department Commanders newsletter. Quote from Pres. Lincoln. Eagle Scout 
commendations info. Enclosed for the camps the following: Certificate of elections and 
officers installation: Missouri Department Awards program: James Eads, Francis Blair, Show 
me Spirit, certificates of appreciation, Camp quarterly Activity report, Camp Annual 
report, plus some items from the Civil War Museum, Harrisburg, PA> 
Outline of Special Department Meeting agenda, with an outline of the order of business. 
Added to the packets for the camps, Jr. V. Cmdr. Report with attached Eagle Scout 
form, Department Secy. Treas. Report after the encampment, Two Motions to have 
encampment dates be flexible in the future, First to rescind motion of 1 9  June 2004 and 
new motion, encampment be held in May, the date to be determined at the annual 
encampment. Vern Stottlemyre, PDC 's report on last funeral and burial of Cp l . John 
Byrne's. As soon as the minutes are received by Cmdr. Charles they will be sent to all 

officers and camps. 

1 8  October; from the Banner, our department officers for publication. E-mail answered. 

22 October; Chap lain Casseu will not be able to attend meeting. 

22 October; John Martin will not be able to attend the meeting at the Capitol Jefferson 

City. 

29 October: Secy. Mark Coplin Special Meeting minutes completed. Plus notice of Grant 
camp meeting dates and times. Officers installation in January? Included roster of Grant 
camp. To date secy. And treas. Report. 



; f rded to Don Palmer, John 
27 October ; Roster of Westport camp received, and forwar 
Avery, and mark Coplin. 

•  

able to attend. Installation 1st or 2n Monday in January. 

2 November, Commanders letter to all department officers and camps. Minutes of 23 
October, Correction of 9I Encampment minutes, Commanders request for dates a n d  
times the camps will have their 2005 officers installed. Note on the S.E, Missouri Civil War 
meetings November 8t. Contact Walter Busch. 

7 November; John Martin update of phone no. 

8 November; McNeil camp Dave to send out Unionville camp meeting. 

1 8  November; National Secretary, Michael S. Bennett. Instruction to down load the new 
camp election form 22. This was just approved at Gettysburg, PA. Remembrance Day. ��
mail was sent several times because of some problems. 

1 2  November 2004, Happy Birthday S.U.V.C .W. One Hundred and Twenty Two years ago 
in 1881 Major Augustus Plummer Davis and eight boys organized the first Camp of the 
Sons of � eterans. 
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