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Members Present: Brian Smarker, DC; Rod Price, SVC; Chris Warren, JVC; Walt Busch PDC, 
Sec-Treas; Ron Burke, Council & Wilhelmi Camp; Robert Hammack, Graves Registration 
Officer, St James Camp; Robert Schmidt, McCormick Camp Delegate; Joe DiFani Jr, Sherman 
Camp Delegate; Joe DiFani Sr, Sherman Camp Delegate; Donald Palmer, PDC & National 
Secretary; Robert Petrovic, PDC & National Council; Bob Steiert, Westport Camp Delegate; 
Dale Crandell, Westport Camp Delegate;  Marty Aubuchon, Grant Camp Commander; Jack 
Grothe, Sherman PCC; Wayne Sampson, Asboth Camp Commander; John Martin, Westport 
PDC; Billy Brant, Westport Alternate; Dirk Stapleton, Alternate; Dan Tuck, Westport Alternate 
 
Opening of Encampment 9:04 a.m. 
 
Roll Call of Officers Secretary.  Councils Coplin and Taylor absent.  Marty 

Aubuchon acting Patriotic Instructor.  Bob Steiert, acting 
chaplain gave the opening prayer and then the pledge of 
alliance was said by all. 

 
Appointment of Credentials Committee  
 Committee on Credentials.  JackGrothe & John Martin 
 
Recognition of Guests None Present. 
 
Credentials Report Presented with all  
 
Roll Call of members as reported As listed above 
 
Appointment of Committees Resolutions – Wayne Sampson & Chris Warren 
 Officers’ Report—Bob Hammack & Bob Schmidt  
 
Approval of Minutes Secretary.  Wayne Sampson corrected that “were 

vandalized’ needs to be added to the David Lamb letter. 
 Motion by Bob Petrovic to approve.  Seconded by Jack 

Grothe.  Approved by voice vote.  
 
Reports of Officers  
 
Commander – Brian Smarker (as submitted), with extended comments on the installation of 
officers and camp by-law corrections 
 
Senior Vice Commander – Rod Price (as submitted).  Bought wreath for $60 for Lincoln 
Ceremony, wants reimbursement.  Sampson to follow-up on finding out whether or not Taylor 
has the old wreath.   
 
Warren made motion to reimburse Price for wreath. Sampson 2nd. Carried by voice vote.  
 
New commander to keep wreath.  Motion by Petrovic. Second Palmer.  Carried by voice vote.    
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Awards committee report presented to commander.   
 
Motion to authorize Commander to purchase wreath case to protect it.  Motion Grothe.  Second 
Sampson.  Carried by voice vote. 
 
John Martin moved that incoming and outgoing department officers lists of all materials being 
exchanged with a third copy going to the secretary.  Motion Martin and Second Aubuchon. 
Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Junior Vice Commander – Chris Warren (as submitted) 
 
Secretary – Walter Busch (as submitted) 
 
Chaplain – Emmett Taylor (as submitted) 
 
Patriotic Instructor – Harold James (no report) 
 
Eagle Scout Coordinator – Rod Price (as submitted)  
 
Motion to reimburse $33.46 to Price for Eagle Scout Certificates.  Motion Grothe, Second 
Aubuchon.  Considerable discussion on issues with Eagle Scout program. Carried by voice vote. 
 
ROTC/JROTC Coordinator – Chris Warren (as submitted) 
 
Department Organizer – Bob Petrovic. Camp McPherson organized by Walt Busch.  Walt met 
with both Moore and Oglesby camps to try to keep them going.  He recommends that the JVC 
sends uncommitted new members to these camps.   
 
SUVCW Camps – Glyen Brown (no report – but see Walt Busch’s secretary report for SV camp 
updates). Walt passed out camp information listing for camps to fill out.   Jack discussed 
Whittaker –Warner Camp from Kansas City that was round in the 1970s and wants to try to get 
information about it. 
 
Motion to recess for 10 minutes.  Warren motion.  Petrovic second. Passed by voice vote. Break 
til 10:30 
Reconvene 10:32 
 
G.A.R. Post Records Officer – Brian Smarker (no report, as no new information submitted) 
 
Grave Registration Officer – Bob Hammack (as submitted)  Walt reports website has 16,025 
 
Medal of Honor Special Committee Chairman – William Groth (no report).  Grothe reports the 
program works well and encourages all camps to participate.  Reports may have found one 
misplaced MH recipient (possibly from the Navy) that needs to be recorded.  
 
Last Soldier Project – Walt Busch (as submitted) 
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Memorials Officer – Walt Busch (as submitted) 
Historian – Vern von der Heydt (no report) 
 
Archivist- John Martin – Has been talking to Western Historical Manuscripts Collection people.  
Will accept our SUV Records.  Once we give them to them the records become the property of 
the WHMC.  Recommends we submit the camp and dept files every 3 years.  Walt raised 
question about redaction and whether WHMC could put a restriction on release of information 
for X number of years.  While we loose control of the records we are entitled to fair use of them.   
 
Signals Officer – Brain Smarker – (as submitted)  Retrieved Adobe Software from Paul Summitt.  
Web site is discontinued effective 5/31, but it is still up.  Rod Price says we have to pay for a 
website.  To be discussed under new business. 

 
Reception and Reference of Communications  
 
Jo Ellen Mack, Curator of the Old State House Museum in Little Rock, Arkansas, things to put 
on exhibit.  
 
Wayne Sampson, Camp Commander of Asboth Camp #5. Appointed by Asboth Camp 
Commander. 
 
Perley Mellor, PDC of MA seeking JVC-in-C office at the upcoming 129th National 
Encampment in OPKS. Walt says voted on this last meeting. 
 
Edward Wittkofski, Commander of Dept. of Connecticut supporting Perley Mellor as JVC-in-C 
and Robert Petrovic, PDC for a seat on the Council of Administration.  Walt says we endorsed 
Petrovic at last meeting.   
 
James Hawk, PDC of IA seeking seat on the Council of Administration.  Handed over to 
resolutions committee.   
 
Unfinished Business 
1. Vicksburg Monument issues involving Missouri and Iowa monuments.  No new 
information from SVC Price who was to look into it. 
 
2. McPherson Camp #1, Little Rock, AR.  13 members. Charter presented by Commander.  
Petrovic mentioned that normally the charters are framed and matted.  Motion Petrovic. Second 
Sampson to spend $60-80 for that.  Carried by voice vote, Walt can purchase. 

 
3. 129th National Encampment in 2010 – Don Palmer’s endorsement for SVC.  Taken care 
of.  Campfire gift, normally a gift for the outgoing C-in-C and the A-SUV President.  Palmer 
motion to have committee for this gift.  Brian appoints Don, Bob, Walt, Brian to committee.  
Amount to be determined by department officers.  
 Walt brings up the full page ad in the encampment brochure thanking C-in-C.  Palmer 
motion.  Martin second.  Carries by voice vote. 
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4. National Encampment for 2013 or 2014.  Proposal in from hotel.  Prices same as 2007.  
Turned into encampment site committee.  Proposal for 2013. 
 
5. Department Encampment Proposals for 2012.  Department to host encampment next 
year.  Martin wants committee member from smaller camp.  Current members are Petrovic, 
Busch, Smarker. 

 
6. Department meeting locations.  Walt makes motion that department business meetings 
must be held in a 35 air miles radius of Jefferson City. Aubuchon second.  Motion by Sampson 
to amend motion to “business meetings to be held within 60 air miles of Columbia.  Second 
Petrovic.  15 Aye. 3 Nay.  1 Abstain. Hand Counted.  Motion 12 aye 4 nay for within 60 air 
miles of Columbia. 

 
7. Other 
Break for lunch: 11;45 AM 
Reconvene: 1:36 PM 
Reports of Committees  
  
Department Encampment Committee (Busch, Petrovic, Smarker) 
    Committee – No Report.   
 
SUV Grave Markers Committee (Price, Palmer, Busch, Petrovic, Smarker) 
    Price talked about a challenge coin size, one sided coin that can be mounted to tombstones. 
    Talk originally was for putting it on past commander tombstones.  Rod wants to expand it to  
    all members. SUV is trademarked so the only way to keep this under our control, in case the    
   QM wants to take it away, is for us to sell the emblem as MO-SUV emblemed. 
 
Awards Committee – Price reports 
Show-Me Award -  KETC Channel 9 
GAR Award- None 
Blair Award- Jim Beckner 
Eads Award – St James Camp 
Meritorious Service – Gary Scheel  
  
Constitution and Regulations— (See Commander’s Report on By-Laws) 
 
Officer’s Reports – Hammack and Schmidt report no recommendations. 
 
Resolutions Committee Report – Warren and Sampson – Supporting Hawk for COA, we cannot 
do this as we voted already to support Bob Petrovic.  
 
Report of Department Council Burke, Coplin, and Taylor – Council reports books balance.  
No objections to council report.  Approved. 
 
Payment of bills --  Payment of domain name SUVCWMO.org paid by Walt $20.00. Motion 
Warren, 2nd Price.  Voice vote approved. 
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Plaque engraving for $161.30 to Don Palmer. Motion Price 2nd Ron Burke.  Voice Vote 
Approved. 
 
Pay to John Martin 63.00 for encampment ribbons. & 37.00 for Eads Award. Motion Bob Grover 
and 2nd Bob Hammack. Voice Vote Approved. 
 
Pay to Cher Petrovic for Eads Award & Meritorious Awards  $25.00.  Motion Warren, 2nd Price. 
Voice Vote Approved 
 
Palmer makes motion to review recipients of Eads award and those who didn’t get it will be 
given one paid for by the Department.  Walt to check who doesn’t have it and get list to Bob for 
printing up. 2nd Petrovic.  Motion approved by voice. 
 
Petrovic motion to update the past commanders board and update names on it. 2nd Warren.  
Approved by voice vote. 
 
New Business 
1. Department Encampment Guidelines 
 Warren motion that the department funds and receives monies for the department 
encampment and that a camp may host the encampment with guidance and aid from the 
department encampment committee.The department will fund awards and pay for department 
ribbons and cover expenses of meeting rooms and national representative expenses. 2nd Martin. 
Withdraw motion. 
 
Price motions to void department encampment guidelines currently in place.  2nd Busch.  Passed 
on voice with Bob Petrovic voting no. 
 
Busch motion that the department funds and receives monies for the department encampment 
and that a camp may host the encampment with guidance and aid from the department 
encampment committee. The department will fund awards and pay for department ribbons and 
cover expenses of meeting rooms and national representative expenses 2nd Sampson. Carried by 
voice approved. 
 
Busch motion and Paul Grover second.  Camps will pay for the department display boards if they 
want to brag on themselves.  Nay vote by voice & hand count. Fails 
 
Palmer makes motion to reimburse Smarker and Grover for out of pocket expenses for display 
boards.  Bob Steiert second.  Passed by voice vote. 
 
Department Encampment Committee.  Petrovic suggests adding at least one committee member. 
John Martin volunteered.  Wayne Sampson on the committee also. 
 
Grothe brought up that the 2011 meeting needs to be decided.  No action 
Dan Tuck makes motion that dept encampment to make report at October meeting. Aubuchon 
2nd.  Voice vote aye. 
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2. Calendar of events 
a. 7/24 – Gen. Grant death date ceremony in Ironton.   
b. 7/10-11 St James Camp Civil War Weekend 
c. 7/15 Keith Coplin ancestor gravestone dedication 
d. Sesquicentennial – Jefferson Barracks will have display on Civil War.  Jack asking for 
items to assist. 
 
3. Bob Steiert – Sesquicentennial calendar on website.   
4. Bob Steiert – Saving Battle of Little Blue battle site.  Can we submit a support letter?  
5. Website – Busch motion and Steiert second that Commander and signal officer are 
empowered to spend up to $250 for website for 3 years. 
 
Motion to recess for 10 minutes Palmer. 
Reconvene 3:50 PM. 
 
6. Other 
 Rod Price still working on promotions and has some CDs to try to get promos on 
 Radios.  Also still working on Barber Shop advertisement. 
 
Greeting National Officers 
 
Nomination of Officers  
 
Commander – Rod Price     Motion Busch  2nd Grothe 
Senior Vice Commander – Chris Warren  Motion Busch   2nd Sampson 
Junior Vice Commander – Marty Aubuchon  Motion Price    2nd  Warren 
Secretary/Treasurer – Walt Busch   Motion Petrovic  2nd Grothe 
Council – Ron Burke,    Motion Burke   2nd Aubuchon 
Council - Brian Smarker   Motion Busch  2nd Price 
 
Election: Palmer moves that the secretary cast one vote for the slate of officers.  Seconded 
Petrovic. Aye Carried by Voice Vote.  No Vote Cast by Busch. 
  
Installation of Officers by Don Palmer 
 
Eagle Scout Coordinator/GRO Officer – Bob Hammack 
Rest remaining in place for time being. 
 
Delegates nominated and approved by gavel with anyone showing up in addition to it as an 
alternate.  Delegates: Ron Burke, Martin Aubuchon, Bob Hammack; Joe DiFani Jr, Joe DiFani 
Sr, Bob Steiert, Dale Crandell, Jack Grothe, Dan Tuck, and Dirk Stapleton. 
 
Closing Ceremonies Commander 



COUNCIL REPORT 

 

RE: Council Audit  

From:
MARK COPLIN (macnac1@earthlink.net)  

Sent: Sun 5/30/10 10:00 AM 

To:  

Walter Busch (webusch@hotmail.com); Brian Website Smarker (smarker13@mchsi.com); Emmett 

Taylor (etaylor@suvcwmo.org); mcoplin@suvcwmo.org; rburke@suvcwmo.org; WaltSUVCW E-Mail 

Busch (wbusch@suvcwmo.org) 
Cc:  Brian SUV Smarker (bsmarker@suvcwmo.org) 
Officers of the Department of Missouri - Upon reviewing the current Department of Missouri books dated 

5/17/2009 to 5/10/2010, that Brother Walt Busch has sent me via electronic mail. I have found no deficiencies. 

I was able to correctly balance each line of the accounts. I would suggest that in the future check information 

and time of deposit information be in closer proximity or that a symbol be used in the corner or number that 

could help quickly identify which transaction corresponds with which deposit to the bank. I was able to figure 

it out pretty quickly but if someone wanted to take a quick look at the books it would not be quick. Below is 

an example of what I would recommend.  

  
12  5/12/10   DEP    1245      St. James Camp Dues           $354.00 (1) 
13  5/14/10   DEP    345        Tiger Camp Dues                   $268.00 (1) 
14  5/19/10   DEP    2234      US Grant Dues                      $568.00 (1) 
15  5/25/10   1235                 National Per Cap                                                        $-2589.00 
16  6/13/10   1236                 Bob Amsler Jr. SVR                                                   $  -  75.00 
17  6/17/10   1237                 Mark Coplin over paid                                                $    -  8.00 
18  6/17/10   1238                 National QuarterMaster                                             $  - 125.00 
19  6/21/10   DEP                  3 Camp Dues here (1)                                               $   1190.00 or (1)       

  
OR THIS WAY                       

   
12  5/12/10   DEP    1245      St. James Camp Dues           $354.00  
13  5/14/10   DEP    345        Tiger Camp Dues                   $268.00  
14  5/19/10   DEP    2234      US Grant Dues                      $568.00  
15  6/21/10   DEP                  3 Camp Dues                                                           $   1190.00        

16  5/25/10   1235                 National Per Cap                                                        $-2589.00 
17  6/13/10   1236                 Bob Amsler Jr. SVR                                                   $  -  75.00 
18  6/17/10   1237                 Mark Coplin over paid                                                $    -  8.00 
19  6/17/10   1238                 National QuarterMaster                                             $  - 125.00 

  
As I mentioned above it is not that critical to how the department is run. I just wanted to see if this could help 

in future reviews.  
It has been a pleasure serving the Department of Missouri as part of the Council . I am sorry I have not done 

more in the service of the Department. Someday when my children are grown I do hope to do more at the 

department level. I am also sorry not to be able to attend this years encampment in Kansas City (My home 

town) - My wife's home town of Ness City, KS is having its Old Settlers Reunion. It only happens every five 

years. Best of luck to you all during the encampment.  

  
Thanks again for letting me part of this great department. 

  
In F. C. L.  

  
Mark Coplin PCC U.S. Grant Camp #68 - St. Louis, MO 
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Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Certification of Election and Installation of Department Officers. 
Form 49 – Rev. 12-02 

(Send to National Headquarters – Retain duplicate for Department Records) 

 
From the Department of ___________________________________ EIN ____________________ to National Secretary, National Headquarters.  

at the Annual Encampment of this Department held at (location) __________________________________________________________________  

on the _______________________ day of _____________________, 20 _____ the following Officers for the ensuing year were duly elected, appointed and installed:  

OFFICERS INSTALLED 

Name (First, Middle, Last)                                       Street/PO Box                                               City                  State,    Zip Code           Phone                           E-Mail 

____________________________________  ________________________________  __________________  ____  __________  (____)___________  _____________________ 

Commander 

____________________________________  ________________________________  __________________  ____  __________  (____)___________  _____________________ 

Senior Vice Commander 

____________________________________  ________________________________  __________________  ____  __________  (____)___________  _____________________ 

Junior Vice Commander 

____________________________________  ________________________________  __________________  ____  __________  (____)___________  _____________________ 

Council Member 1 

____________________________________  ________________________________  __________________  ____  __________  (____)___________  _____________________ 

Council Member 2 

____________________________________  ________________________________  __________________  ____  __________  (____)___________  _____________________ 

Council Member 3 

____________________________________  ________________________________  __________________  ____  __________  (____)___________  _____________________ 

Secretary 

____________________________________  ________________________________  __________________  ____  __________  (____)___________  _____________________ 

Treasurer 

____________________________________  ________________________________  __________________  ____  __________  (____)___________  _____________________ 

Patriotic Instructor 

____________________________________  ________________________________  __________________  ____  __________  (____)___________  _____________________ 

Chaplain 

____________________________________  ________________________________  __________________  ____  __________  (____)___________  _____________________ 

Graves Registration Officer:

Form 49 – Rev. 12-02                                                                                                                                                     Copyright ! 2002    SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR, A Congressionally Chartered Corporation 

Missouri 43-1752721

Ararat Shrine Temple, 5100 Ararat Dr., Kansas City MO 64129

Fifth June 10

Rodney Delbert Price 13624 Fandel DeSoto MO 63020 636 586-8187  rodprice2@wildblue.net 

David Christopher Warren 106 Marie Ct. Apt 78 Bonne Terre MO 63628 573 431-1860  the_civilwar_guy@yahoo.com 

Martin R. Aubuchon 10515 Hackamore Lane St Louis MO 63128 314 843-4089 deb.martyaubuchon@sbcglobal.net

Emmett P. Taylor III, PDC 1302 Wilmer Rd Wentzville MO 63385 636 332-5782 eptaylor@mac.com

Ron Burke 3002 Oak Haven Ln Bourbon MO 65441 573 468-2415 gtodd@fidnet.com

Brian V. Smarker, PDC 2205 Arbor Ln Excelsior Springs MO 64024-3043 816 630-2104 smarker@bigfoot.com

Walter Erich Busch, PDC PO Box 381 Arcadia MO 63621-0381 314 630-8407 webusch@hotmail.com

Same as Secretary

Harold James HC 66 Box 934 Sturdivant MO 63782 573 722-5477 hjames@wildblue.net

Emmett P. Taylor III, PDC 1302 Wilmer Rd Wentzville MO 63385 636 332-5782 eptaylor@mac.com

Robert Hammack 3417 Brown Rd St Johns MO 63114-4329 314 489-9895  seahorse6768@aol.com 
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