
 
 

Department of Missouri 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

www.suvcwmo.org 

Minutes of the Department Business Meeting 
14 October 2023 
 
Open Meeting. Commander Robert Amsler called to order a Business Meeting of the 
Department of Missouri, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War at 10:45 am, Saturday, 14 
October 2023, at Missouri River Regional Library, 214 Adams Street, Jefferson City, Missouri. 
Chaplain Mark Coplin gave the invocation. Patriot Instructor Randal Burd led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

 
Ten members were present, meeting quorum: DC Robert Amsler, SVC Robert Abuchon, JVC 
Mark Coplin, Sec-Trea Dale Crandell, Council Gary Scheel, PCinC Ed Krieser, PCinC Donald 
Palmer, PDC Walter Busch, PDC Randal Burd, and CC Pete Oetting. 
 
Minutes. Department reviewed the minutes from the Department Encampment on 3 June 2023. 
 
 Motion by Dale Crandell, seconded by Walter Busch, to approve the minutes subject to 

correction. Approved. 
 
Orders and Communications. Department reviewed orders and communications. 
 
1. Department of Rhode Island message, 27 Sep 2023: JVC candidate Joseph Hall. 
 
Officer Reports 
 
1. Commander. Robert Amsler reported on efforts to establish General Ulysses S. Grant Day. 

 
2. Senior Vice Commander. Robert Aubuchon provided a written report. 

 
3. Junior Vice Commander. Mark Coplin provided a written report. 

 
4. Secretary. Dale Crandell provided a written report. 

 
5. Treasurer. Dale Crandell provided a written report with two recommendations. Dale Crandell 

requested reviewing the 2024 Department per capita. 
 

 Motion by Dale Crandell, seconded by Randal Burd, to maintain the Department per 
capita at $6.00. Approved. 

 
Commander Amsler appointed a Financial Planning Committee: Randal Burd, Walter Busch, 
Mark Coplin, and Dale Crandell with the charge: present recommendations at the March 
Department Business Meeting on the per capita rate, funding activities, and fund-raising 
options. 

 
6. Chaplain. Mark Coplin provided a written report. 
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7. Counselor. Robert Amsler asked members to not respond to inquiries concerning 
transgender membership. 

 
8. Quartermaster. Walter Busch provided a written report, highlighting that Department 

property has been relocated to him. 
 

9. Grave Registration Officer. Glen Alsop provided a written report. Department noted 1,578 
registrations from Wilhelmi Camp. 

 
10. Signals Officer. Walter Busch provided a written report, highlighting that the Department 

website and domain were renewed. 
 

11. Historical Records. Walter Busch submitted a written report, highlighting that when all 
Missouri-Arkansas monuments are entered in SUVCW National database, the Department 
database will be shut down. 

 
12. Unionist Editor. Randal Burd reported the next issue coming 31 December 2023; 

submission deadline 23 December 2023. 
 
Standing Committee Reports 
 
1. Bylaws. Robert Aubuchon reported committee members: Robert Aubuchon (chair), Dale 

Crandell, and Randal Burd. Commander Amsler tasked the committee to review the 
Department’s Bylaws for consistency with the SUVCW Constitution amendments on 
membership qualifications and biological male definition.  

 
2. Awards. Robert Aubuchon requested award nominations, submission deadline 15 March 

2024. Robert Aubuchon is reviewing design options for member award plaques. 
 

3. Encampment Site. Walter Busch reported on 2024 Department Encampment in Kansas City. 
 
Walter Busch proposed combining the camp quarterly and camp PI reports. 

 
 Motion by Walter Busch, seconded by Randal Burd, to adopt the Missouri Quarterly 

Patriotic Report Form. Withdrawn. 
 

 Motion by Walter Busch, seconded by Gary Scheel, to eliminate the Camp Quarterly 
Report. Approved. 

 
Special Committee Reports 
 
1. Programs. Donald Palmer reported committee members: Donald Palmer (chair), Gary 

Scheel, and Mark Coplin. Wilson Creek program planned for 2023 is cancelled. Donald 
Palmer presented options for future programs:  
a) Price’s Missouri Raid, 29 August - 2 December 1864. 
b) Battle of Fort Donelson, Tennessee, 11 - 16 February 1862. 

 
Consensus was to pursue a 2024 program for the 260th anniversary of Price’s Missouri 
Raid. 
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New Business 
 
1. 56th U.S. Colored Troops. Walter Busch extended an invitation from Grant Camp #68 for 

their Annual Ceremony Honoring the 56th U.S. Colored Troops: 11:00 am, Friday, 20 
October 2023. 
 

2. Missouri Veterans Home Chapel. Gary Scheel presented a report and request from St. 
James Camp #329 to support restoration of the Chapel at the Missouri Veterans Home, St. 
James, Missouri. 
 
 Motion by Dale Crandell, seconded by Randal Burd, to adopt a statement of support. 

Approved. 
 
SUVCW Department of Missouri supports a renovation project of the Missouri Veterans 
Home Chapel given its GAR and WRC historical significance; however, a business plan 
is needed to determine the Chapel’s future use. 
 

3. Financial Policy. Dale Crandell presented financial policies for consideration. 
 
 Motion by Walter Busch, seconded by Randal Burd, to approve policy 900, 901, and 902 

with changes. Approved. 
 

¶ 900 Past Department Commanders Endowment. The Past Department Commanders 
(PDC) Endowment supports the Department’s and Camp’s charitable work. The 
Department, Camps, members, Allied Orders, and non-members may donate to the 
fund. All donations to the PDC Endowment shall be invested in long-term instruments to 
produce annual income. All annual income from the PDC Endowment shall be used for 
the Department’s charitable work. The Department Treasurer shall invest PDC 
Endowment funds and provide regular financial reports. The Department Council shall 
provide guidance and regular audit reports in accordance with the SUVCW Constitution 
and Regulations (C&R). 
 
¶ 901 Charitable Fund. One dollar ($1.00) from each member’s annual Department per 
capita shall be restricted to the Department’s charitable work. The Department Treasurer 
shall maintain a separate Department charity fund and provide regular financial reports. 
 
¶ 902 Reserve Fund. The Department Treasurer shall reserve two-years operating 
expenses to manage annual cash flow, provide special project seed money, and ensure 
long-term financial stability. Reserve funds may be invested in short-term instruments. A 
Department Encampment or Business Meeting may suspend this policy to meet a 
specific financial obligation or requirement. 
 

4. Accounts. Dale Crandell requested review of the proposed starting balances. 
 
 Motion by Dale Crandell, seconded by Walter Busch, to establish the following fund and 

account balances. Approved. 
 

Fund  Account  Balance 
PDC Endowment  Investment  $ 5,000.00 
Reserve Fund  Investment  $ 2,400.00 
Uncommitted  Investment  $ 2,600.00 



Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 4 Department of Missouri 

Operating expenses  General Account  $ 1,200.00 
Operating uncommitted General Account $1,548.26 
Charity expenses Charity Account $1,000.00 
Charity uncommitted Charity Account $1,500.00 

 
5. Investments. Commander Amsler appointed an Investment Committee: Mark Coplin, Robert 

Aubuchon, Walter Busch, Donald Palmer, Dale Crandell, and Gary Scheel with the charge: 
present recommendations on investment strategies for the PDC Endowment and other 
Department funds.  
 
 Motion by Mark Coplin, seconded by Gary Scheel, that when the Department’s $10,000 

CD matures, invest $5,000 in a market index stock fund, such as S&P 500 and $5,000 in 
a CD. Approved. 
 

Close Meeting. Commander Robert Amsler closed the Department Business Meeting at 1:15 
pm. Chaplain Mark Coplin gave the benediction. 
 
Prepared by, 
  
Dale Crandell, PDC 
Department Secretary 
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Awards committee - Bob Aubuchon - Blair Awarded to Dale Crandell. Meritorious Service Award to
Alan Trodus ' Two GAR Awards - Louis Volker at Fletcher Sharon Michael Member of the Julia
Dent Tent - Can either meet her or can give it to her at the Grant Remembrance Day. Two Eads
Awards - US Grant Camp and Fletcher Camp.

Bv Laws Committee Report - SVC - no changes to be deferred to the October meeting

Membership Committee - ls mentioned in his report.

Marketing and Promotion - James Dixon not present * Did not submit a report

Essall- Mentioned in his report

Special Proiect Committee - Don Palmer - Options - Do we do a Remembrance Event at Wilson's Creek
in Springfield? lf we do one do we do it in August or in October? Leaning in the fall Sept or
October as August is a rather hot month. MOLLUS is planning an event - not sure the time frame
but maybe we could go a combined event. Fall? Will need to look into this further - planning
like at Shiloh.

Other committees not listed - none

Unfinished business

Groups lO - Account Premium - purchased by Bob Amsler Jr - Can have sub groups, Genealogy -
walt Busch - was upset that an order was sent out that we all had to use it.
Bob Amsler jr - lt will only work if we use it.
Walt Busch - Free standing web applications. Google has access to similar items already - Do we want to
continue to pay 240.00 a year?
Bob Amsler Jr - The dept needs to move forward and spend more money for items to promote and get
people engaged.

Walt Busch - Google account - can have it for free. ls it the time for us to do this.

Dale Crandell - lt is a nice donation - and I thank Brother Amsler. When did you start our account and
when is it up for renewal?

Bob Amsler Jr - It was established in March and was set up by Bob - lt was paid for by Bob.

Group lO - Department of Missouri. Glen Alsop * Try it for the year and see how it goes * younger
people when they join may help incise them to join and retain members.

Randal Burd - The Department has a policy in place already - not allowed to mass email all the members
of the Department. Had too many complaints.

Walt Busch - I have a problem with this program

Bob Amsler Jr - | don' t

Ed Krieser - I get a lot of emails - transfers the ernails to spam folder - Delete them

Dale Crandell * What are you looking for * Bob Amsler Jr * Would like an answer about the Department
moving forward using Groups l0 -
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Walt Busch’s Various Reports for the Department Encampment 
10-14-2023 

Itinerary since Department Encampment 

6/13/2023 US Grant Camp Meeting 

7/8/2023 Erie, PA – Walt records Soldiers and Sailors Monument. 

7/9/2023 Walt submits US Grant Camp Quarterly Report to Dept 

7/15/2023   4 Monuments recorded at Grant’s Mt McGregor House, NY 

7/18/2023 GAR Post Cannon Recorded – Union, CT 

7/19/2023 Soldiers & Sailors Monument Recorded – New London, CT  

7/22/2023 Grant Remembrance Day at US Grant NHS (White Haven), Walt  

  Absent 

7/22/2023 Fall River MA – 6 Monuments recorded at Oak Grove Cemetery 

7/23/2023 Plymouth MA – 1 Soldiers Monument recorded on Sandwich St. 

7/23/2023 Middleboro MA – 1 Eagle on Pillar Monument recorded on So Main 

7/23/2023 Concord MA – Soldiers Memorial Obelisk recorded in Monument  

  Square 

7/28/2023  Soldiers Monument -Kennebunk Maine & Monument – Ocean View 

Cemetery, Wells, Me 

8/1/2023     Cannon & Soldier’s Monument – Antrim, NH & GAR Hall, 2 Cannons &  

  Soldier’s Monument Petersborough NH 

8/2/2023 Soldier’s Monument Sudbury MA & Soldier’s Monument at Townsend  

  MA. 

8/3/2023 Nashua, NH – one monument and 3 cannons. 

8/3-5/2023 Walt, Craig, Bob Aubuchon, Sumner, Bob Amsler, Bob Petrovic, PcinC  

  James Pahl all attend National Encampment in Nashua, NH.   

8/5/2023 Marty Aubuchon – Monument Dunstable 

8/6/2023 Walt – Monuments Hollis NH & Fitchburg MA 

8/9/2023 Walt – DUVCW & WRC Monuments Rutland VT, Soldier Monument 

  Brandon, VT 

8/10/2023 Walt – Middlebury VT (Cannon & Soldier’s Monument) 

8/14/2023   Walt – Monuments Jordanville & Cherry Valley NY 

8/18/2023 Sumner – 2 Monuments Effingham IL 

8/19/2023 Sumner – One Canon – Brazil, IN 

8/19/2023 Walt – One Monument Paineville and One Mentor OH 

8/20/2023   Walt – One Monument Mentor OH 

9/2/2023 Walt & Bob Aubuchon attend Lemay VFW Post New Flag Pole  

  Ceremony.  Ceremony led by member Noel Staisak  

9/5/2023 Walt & Bob Aubuchon attend Friends of Fort Davidson meeting 

  Prepping for the 2024 Reenactment 

9/12/2023  Grant Camp Meeting 



9/29/2023  Walt records 2 monuments in U City –2 Stars on walk of fame 

10/6-7/2023 Walt, Sumner, Don, Bob Aubuchon, Bob Amsler, Craig and Andrea  

Mathews, and Jim Pahl attend Central Region Association –  Allied Orders in 

Fairborn, OH 

10/08/2023 Walt submits Grant Camp Quarterly Report 

10/10/2023 Walt – Battle of Pilot Knob SHS – Walt Reenactment Meeting 

10/10/2023 Maybe Sumner & Bob Aubuchon at Sarah Cato Funeral 

10/10/2023 US Grant Camp Meeting 

10/14/2023 Department Meeting 

 

Monument Officer’s Report 

 

1.  I still have 380+ Missouri Monuments to enter in the national database.  Once that 

is done, I will delete them our website and redirect the site to Missouri in the 

national database.  As an FYI, only files from Missouri and Iowa are still needed to 

complete the database. 

2. I have: 

a. 52 Monuments to still fully record; 7 are from Missouri 

b. 5 More Monuments are now to be photographed and recorded in Missouri they 

are: 

aa. Shermon Star on the University City Walk of Fame 

bb. James Eads Star on the University City Walk of Fame 

cc.  Harriet Scott Monument in Greenwood Cemetery 

dd.  New Dred Scott Monument in Calvary Cemetery 

3. Still working with Hecker Monument Committee.  The German American Heritage 

Society is now taking donations for it.  I have signage for two Markers in my 

garage.  One to be placed in St. Louis and the other in Summerfield, IL. 

 

Webmaster Report  

 Updates posted as needed.  No issues. 

 

Miscellaneous: 

 

 We need support for the 56th USCT Ceremony on Feb 20.  We have school groups, 

ROTC, VFW and General Bagby and could use a Civil War color/honor guard. 

 

I would also like to recommend that the quarterly report form be revised to follow the 

patriotic officer’s form so that we have more camps that submit this form to help the 

dept patriotic instructor complete his annual report.  I recommend a committee to review 

the old quarterly form and my proposed one to determine if we need this 
 



Annual Ceremony Honoring the 56th U.S. Colored Troops   
Friday October 20th 11 a.m.  

Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery Section 57  
  

Hosted by U.S. Grant Camp #68, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
Key Note Speaker: Major-General Byron Bagby, USA (Ret.) 

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 Returning from the Civil War, 175 African American Infantrymen contracted cCholera and died 
just south of St. Louis. Refused burial at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, they were 
buried in a mass grave. In the 1930s the members of the African American community 
spearhead the re-interment at the national cemetery and the creation of a monument in 1939. In 
2014, Sarah Cato, an educator in African American History, led a movement to add to the 
monument the names of the interred soldiers. The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War were 
active with Ms. Cato throughout the event and with her guidance have taken over the 
responsibility to honor these patriotic men on a regular basis.  

To remember and pay tribute to these men, the U.S. Grant Camp #68, Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War, located in the St. Louis Metro Area, annually holds a graveside ceremony in 
their honor. We are dependably assisted by other patriotic organizations such as the Julia Dent 
Tent, Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War 1861-1865; the Woman’s Relief Corps; 
Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War; the Sons of Veterans Reserve; and, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, amongst others.   

This year, we are honored to welcome a descendant of one of the veterans of the 56th USCT, 
retired Army Major General Byron Bagby, US Army (Ret.), as our featured speaker. Major 
General Bagby, who retired after 33 years active duty while serving in a multitude of leadership 
positions, will deliver our keynote speech: “The 56th USCT, They Served Proudly!”. A native 
Missourian,; he currently serves on the Board of Trustees at William Woods University in Fulton, 
Missouri, and also is a member of the Board of Trustees at Columbia Southern University 
(Orange Beach, AlabamaL).; Byron also serves as chair of the Board of Advisors for the Ryan 
Consulting Group, is a; member of the Board of Directors for Management Support Technology 
Inc.,; and was a member of the Westminster College Board of Trustees from 2012 to 2017.  

 This patriotic remembrance will commence at 11:00 A.M. on Friday, October 20, 2023, and will 
be held near the regiment’sir monument located at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery 
Section 57, Lot 15009.  The main entrance to Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery is 2900 
Sheridan Rd, Lemay, MO 63125. After the event, a meet-and-greet with General Bagby will be 
held at the reception hall in the Missouri Civil War Museum, 222 Worth Rd, St. Louis, MO 
63125. 

 More Information about the event, contact us at  wbusch@suvcwmo.org or ( 
314) 630-8407. 
  

Research References: 
1. 56th United States Colored Infantry Regiment - Wikipedia  
2. Jefferson Barracks Monument Information: 56th USCT  
3. 56th U.S. Colored Troops – ST. CHARLES COUNTY HISTORY  
4. Missouri Civil War Museum 

 

mailto:wbusch@suvcwmo.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/56th_United_States_Colored_Infantry_Regiment
https://www.suvcwmo.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30960503/jefferson_barracks_56th_us_colored_troops_monument.pdf
https://stcharlescountyhistory.org/2022/07/24/56th-u-s-colored-troops/
https://mcwm.org/


RESTORE OUR 
HERITAGE 

Help us to 
restore and 
provide 
context to the 
Friedrich 
Hecker 
Monument and 
his gravesite. 
Restore the Benton Park Monument to its original 1882 
design. Add a graphic panel in Benton Park and in the 
Summerfield Cemetery to provide the story of Friedrich Hecker 
and why his ideals, service, and life are still important today. 

 

St. Louis Project in Benton Park includes: 
• Recreation of original Friedrich Hecker bas relief and wreath on the 

monument (currently missing); infill dates and name for visibility 
• Cleaning and granite repair of obelisk 
• Graphic panel near the obelisk explaining his life and service to Germany 

and the United States                     
 

Projects in Illinois include: 
• Placing an Illinois State Historical Society Marker in the town center of 

Summerfield (completed) 
• Graphic panel in the Summerfield 

Cemetery explaining his life and 
service 

• Proposed placement for a new 
flagpole in the cemetery 

 

 

 

 

Friedrich Hecker 

 

All funds raised will be 
held by the German 
American Heritage Society 
of St. Louis (a non-profit 
organization) and will be 
matched dollar for dollar 
by a generous donor! 

 
 

 

 

Donations can be sent 
to: 

‘Hecker Project’ 

c/o GAHS 
   330 Wenneker Drive 

   St. Louis, MO  63124 

OR 
USE THIS PayPal Link 

https://www.paypal.co
m/donate/?hosted_but
ton_id=LTERSJJWMU2

VQ 

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=LTERSJJWMU2VQ&fbclid=IwAR18UuxgWcNwljj-0CHX0QjpVPyyawJc_w65n0a9K9v7IA-lbc-3kcA5ffc
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=LTERSJJWMU2VQ&fbclid=IwAR18UuxgWcNwljj-0CHX0QjpVPyyawJc_w65n0a9K9v7IA-lbc-3kcA5ffc
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=LTERSJJWMU2VQ&fbclid=IwAR18UuxgWcNwljj-0CHX0QjpVPyyawJc_w65n0a9K9v7IA-lbc-3kcA5ffc
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=LTERSJJWMU2VQ&fbclid=IwAR18UuxgWcNwljj-0CHX0QjpVPyyawJc_w65n0a9K9v7IA-lbc-3kcA5ffc
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Camp Name and Number: 

Camp Commander : Signature 

KEY: Y = Yes.  N = No.  # = Number.  Hrs = Hours.  Amt = Dollar amount spent. 

Y N # Hrs Amt 

1 How many Civil War history
education events conducted to
include Patriotism, 
Americanism, and Civic 
Responsibility?

2 How many Civil War history
education events conducted via
living history or other venues? 

3 How many flags given or sent
to military troops? 

4 Armed Forces Day 
participation? 

5 Memorial Day participation? 

6 Flag Day participation? 

7 July 4 participation? 

8 Remembrance Day 
participation? 

Signature of Person Completing Form : 

 Do not fill in shaded boxes. 

INSTRUCTIONS:  Reporting period is Quarterly. Due 20 days after March 31, June 30, Sept 30, and 
December 31.  Complete form and send to officers@suvcwmo.org & pdc@suvcwmo.org. Report numbers, hours 
volunteered and money spent. Hours are calculated by multiplying the number of hours for an event by the number 
of Brothers participating. (e.g. 10 hours x 3 Brothers = 30 hours reported) Fill in box or write narrative as applicable.

webusch
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Patriotic Report Form
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9 Veterans Day participation?

10 How many community events
involving Patriotic Holidays? 

10a How many 
Patriotic / Americanism 
Essay Contest participation?

10b Number of schools
participating?

10c Number of Youth Groups 
participating?

10d Number of students involved?

11 Scholarships awarded if any? 

12 How did you promote the SUVCW in your community?
(continue on page 4 if necessary) 

13 Did SUVCW members wear
and display member badges?

14 How many Flag Etiquette 
programs did you provide to the 
community, businesses, and
schools?

15 Did you actively promote
Patriotic Holidays 
participation in your Camp? 

17 Did you actively support the 
JROTC/ROTC Cadet program? # 
Awards Presented

16 Did you actively support the Eagle 

Scout Award program? # Awards 
Presented

Page 2 of 4

webusch@hotmail.com
Typewritten text
MO QUARTERLY REPORT, © 2023 SUVCW



18 What events or functions did your Camp participate in by 
showing how important Patriotism / Americanism is to our 
organization, community, state, and nation?  (continue on page 
4 if necessary) 

19 Did your Camp include our 
Sisters from the Allied Orders? 

20 How many events were the 
Sisters of the Allied Orders 
included? 

21 Was a Patriotic Instructor 
appointed? 

22 Camp Patriotic Instructor 
provided patriotic and/or 
educational presentations at 
Camp meetings? 

23 What forms of communication does your camp use? (continue 
on page 4 if necessary) 
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_________ Articles submited to the
              _______Unionist ______ Banner ______Local News

_________At least one camp member attended 
          ________Dept Meeting or Encampment _____Nat'l Encampment

 ______Graves Recorded and Submitted to the Dept GRO   

The Following Must Be Submitted to the Department Historical Records Officer to 
be counted towards the EADS Award 

______ Monuments Recorded 

 ______MO GAR Posts Records or MO SV/SUVCW Camp Records 		             Recorded/Updated

______ MO Last Soldier Projects Recorded/Updated

______ MO Civil War Medal of Honor Recipients Researched

______ Other Items Recorded for the Dept Website - list
___________________________________________________________

 _______ Items that don't fit any listing in the report so far
(itemize). Efforts to start a new SVR Unit, Camp or Auxiliary;
Programs supporting state or national parks; highway adoption, 
clothes drives for veteran homes, etc.  
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