


June 3™ 2023 Department of Missouri Encampment
Fire Station 1 Community Room - 720 E. Grand Street — Springfield, MO 65807

Attendants - Robert Amsler Jr DC, Joe Rainey CC, Don Palmer Jr. PCinC, John Palmer, Doug Roussin
Quarter Master, Dale Crandell PDC, Sumner Hunnewell PDC, Bob Aubuchon SVC/PCC, Ed Krieser PCinC,
Craig Mathews CC, Glen Alsop PDC, Kirk Singleton CC, Randal Burd PDC, Mark Coplin PCC/Department
Secretary, Walt Busch PDC, Charles Holt — new member Phelps Camp, guest Mrs. Craig Mathews

Opening 10:00
Opening Prayer — Mark Coplin - Department Chaplain
Oct and March meeting minutes approved — Dale Crandell 1st and Randal Burd 2" — Approved

*\Walt Busch made a motion that if a member did not have a written report, then he would only
have 5 minutes of discussion. Craig Mathews 15t and Randal Burd 2" — Approved

Commander Report — Bob Amsler Jr = Started out by mentioning the Sherman Flag program — General
Petraeus was given a flag last year at the Grant Event in New York. Gave a flag to the Grant Tomb
director Frank Scaturro -- The tomb was in disrepair — He was able to get the government to correct the
problems. He also mentioned the apology of Brother Petrovic to the department for his actions against
Dale Crandell. Walt Busch — Question — will we see the report? Per the DC the report is in the
committee’s hands. Don Palmer —The hearing council has to review and make a decision —then send
their finding to the DC. Then the findings can be released to the entire department. McNeil Camp has
officially folded. See Report for more details

Senior Vice Commander Report — Bob Aubuchon See Report

Junior Vice Commander — Randal Burd— Multiple new members — A gentleman from Maryland had
ancestor who fought for Missouri. He suggested that the new member join a camp | Maryland so he

could participate. Dead Line for the Unionist is June 30" - Essay Committee — not appropriate essays
submitted. Recommendations 1) Quartermaster e501 — rewrite (see report) 2) Adjust the State map to
better reflect the areas each camp cover since the lost of McNeil from Northern Missouri. (see report) 3)
Department Commander to review all past orders in the Department — (see report)

Point of order — Walt Busch and Don Palmer - Need an Encampment Committee to review all the
recommendations, by law and order presented at the Encampment. Bob Amsler Jr. appointed Don
Palmer Jr, Joe Rainey and John Palmer to review the items mentioned above. Since only
recommendations were made Don asked Sumner to assist in the review.

Essay — Randal Burd — Need to review if want to continue the essay contest. Need also contact the
schools so they know what the scope of the essay should be.

Bob Amsler Jr — May want to contact Greg Wolk to see if his organization would be willing to assist with
the essay reviews. Need to review and see how best to move forward.

John Palmer — Focus on 7™ to 12™ grade. They start American History in 7" and review in High School.



Unionist —Randal Burd - Dead line for information is June 30t

Mark Coplin — Mentioned the passing of a member of the Talkington Camp in Arkansas — David Nelson
Alexander - 69 of Van Buren, Arkansas — Information to be sent into Randal and to the National Chaplain.

Secretary Report — See Report

Walt Busch suggested that we need to decide if we can have a cut off day earlier in March. To give the
Secretary more time to prepare the Per Capita Tax forms. It also gives him more time to chance down
problems and make corrections. Maybe a March 15" date? Ed Krieser CinC mentioned that National
Sets the deadlines. He did not think a department could change those deadlines. Walt — Withdrew his
Suggestion and reported we need to think about it and address at a later date.

Treasurer Report — See Report —

Recommendations - 1) Approve the Budget today. 2) Past Department Commander’s fund — What is the
fund for? 3) Charitable Fund (defer this until the October meeting) 4) Would suggest the Department
have 2 years of operating funds on hand. Contact Department members to make sure they are aware of
the Department’s 501C3 status.

Don Palmer Jr — Has anyone requested funds? Dale — No one has requested any funds. He has
gotten a request for a project for Grant Camp.

Bob Amsler Jr — We need to have a written definition of what a charity is.

Randal Burd - Is there already a definition out there already? Ed Krieser No — Your use the funds
for what you think is for charity and the IRS will see if it meets their requirements.

Walt Busch — Honoring the Civil War or something dealing with Patriotism, Confederate Essay
was awarded funds in the past

Bob Amsler Jr — We should not be rewarding someone for a Confederate Essey.

Don Palmer Jr — Just to give a historic perspective the Past Department Commander fund was
started 20 years ago

Ed Krieser - Charitable means there is a need. Restricted fund — articles in the bylaws — articles of
incorporation

Walt Busch — Can Dale and | meet and put together a form to pass out to the camps on what is e
expectable as charity? This will be presented in the October meeting.

Don Palmer Jr and Bob Amsler Jr. — Now that we are a 501C3 we need to be very careful.
Dale Crandell — May need to reword the definition of what the Department can do.
Walt Busch — Currently has $10,000 in a CD with a 4% interest rate for 8 months

Bob Amsler Jr. - Can invest in conservative investments — 501C3 Vanguard - Fidelity or Edward
Jones. Stock market is doing better than the rate of inflation. Low risk — Will look at this and
present at the October meeting — in the meantime will help look into the type of products we
would be interested in investing in. Vanguard takes 1% on the money you make.



Walt Busch — Money Market? Bob Amsler Jr — Looking at what product to place the funds of the
department.

Glen Alsop — Mercy where he works uses Vanguard for their 401K and is happy with the product.
Don Palmer Jr — Boeing uses Fidelity — Sumner Hunnewell — Wise to look into investments to

grow the funds of the Department

Kirk Singleton — Is there a minimal amount to invest? Bob Amsler Jr - $5000,00 and you can pull
money out without a penalty.

Budget - See Report — Walt Busch 1% and Randal Burd 2" — Approved the budget section with
the cash section put on hold.

Patriotic Instructor — Dale Crandell - Recommendation - The Department send a donation to the
Springfield National Cemetery - Patriotic US National Cemetery to Flag Day. Submitted to
National

Eagle Scout - Sumner Hunnewell — This past year we had 7 Courts of Honors — We have a patch,
challenge coin and certificates. Kevin Miller West had 2, Travis Cummings in Arkansas also had
2, Chris Warren — has talked with his Scouting Troop to make sure they knew of our free program
for their Eagle Scout Events.

ROTC — JROTC - Dale Crandell = No report - Arkansas awarded the most, Westport came in 2" JROTC -
1 nominee for outstanding cadet Joe Rainey — Major Clay contacted all the ROTC and JROTC
units. Will be presenting him with an award for all his work. He is a member of Spradling Camp -
Was suggested by the encampment that he be an assistant to help with covering the state of
Arkansas. Joe will ask him.

Walt Busch — Are the members in Arkansas still trying to establish enough camps to form their
own Department? — Suggestion — to have an assistant Patriotic Instructor, Eagle Scout and
ROTC/JROTC in Arkansas. That way when you are ready to form your own Department you will
already have the frame work set for the leadership in those areas.

Graves Registration Officer — Gary Scheel is stepping down as grave registration officer. Randal Burd -
Recommended Glen Alsop to take over the position of Grave Registration Officer. Glen agreed to
taking over the position. Bob Amsler Jr. — Recommended that Glen contact Gary if he had any

questions or needed help with the position. Gary was one of the hardest working grave
registration officers. Glen mentioned that grave registration was one of the reasons he joined
the Sons.

Medal of Honor — Randal Burd - No report

Historical Records Officer — Walt Busch (See Report) In July 21 and 22" - The director of Fort
Donnelson to give a talk at The Soldier’s Memorial and also at Grant Remembrance Day at U. S.
Grant Historical site.  October 20™" at Jefferson Barracks — US Grant Camp will be holding their
annual 56 Colored Infantry Remembrance — two JROTC units will be providing a color guard.
Will have a bag piper. Bob Aubuchon is setting up the uniformed units and color guard. Retired
General Bagby will be the speaker at the ceremony.




Awards Committee - Bob Aubuchon ~ Blair Awarded to Dale Crandell. Meritorious Service Award to
Alan Trodus . Two GAR Awards - Louis Volker at Fletcher Sharon Michael Member of the Julia
Dent Tent — Can either meet her or can give it to her at the Grant Remembrance Day. Two Eads
Awards - US Grant Camp and Fletcher Camp.

By Laws Committee Report - SVC - no changes to be deferred to the October meeting

Membership Committee — Is mentioned in his report.

Marketing and Promotion — James Dixon not present — Did not submit a report

Essay — Mentioned in his report

Special Project Committee — Don Palmer — Options — Do we do a Remembrance Event at Wilson’s Creek
in Springfield? If we do one do we do it in August or in October? Leaning in the fall Sept or
October as August is a rather hot month. MOLLUS is planning an event — not sure the time frame
but maybe we could go a combined event. Fall? Will need to look into this further — planning
like at Shiloh.

Other committees not listed - none

Unfinished business

Groups 10 - Account Premium — purchased by Bob Amsler Jr — Can have sub groups, Genealogy -

Walt Busch — Was upset that an order was sent out that we all had to use it.

Bob Amsler jr — It will only work if we use it.

Walt Busch - Free standing web applications. Google has access to similar items already — Do we want to
continue to pay 240.00 a year?

Bob Amsler Jr — The dept needs to move forward and spend more money for items to promote and get
people engaged.

Walt Busch — Google account — can have it for free. Is it the time for us to do this.

Dale Crandell - It is a nice donation — and | thank Brother Amsler. When did you start our account and
when is it up for renewal?

Bob Amsler Jr — It was established in March and was set up by Bob - It was paid for by Bob.

Group 10 — Department of Missouri. Glen Alsop — Try it for the year and see how it goes — younger
people when they join may help incise them to join and retain members.

Randal Burd — The Department has a policy in place already — not allowed to mass email all the members
of the Department. Had too many complaints.

Walt Busch — | have a problem with this program
Bob Amsler Jr—1don’ t
Ed Krieser — | get a lot of emails — transfers the emails to spam folder — Delete them

Dale Crandell — What are you looking for — Bob Amsler Jr — Would like an answer about the Department
moving forward using Groups 10 -



Department Encampments — In 2024 will have it in the Kansas City / Independence area — Westport
Bass Pro may have a room to use — no food served there any longer. To hold the 2025
Encampment in the St. Louis area. Glen mentioned holding it in Sullivan, MO

Bob Amsler Jr — Maybe hold the event in Rolla or the Cuba area, St. James. In 2025 could see if
we could hold the encampment at the Civil War Museum. Ponder 2025

Sumner Hunnewell — Need to schedule Walt’s retirement

Signals Officer — Walt Busch - Passed on passwords to James Dixon, Jim Morrison for the WEEBLY
Account - Still have Ed Kriser on the information on the account. Recommend — Missouri ribbons
— have ribbons from past department meeting for table decorations at an encampment. Gave
the roll of ribbons to Sumner Hunnewell — Maybe he can use them for some project. Reminded
the Encampment that the Central Regional Meeting this year will be in Dayton OH

Quarter Master — He suggested that all the meeting minutes need to be in binders — Recommendations.
- Physical book of all the encampments — Retiring from the post. Time to give it up. Walt Busch is
to take over the position. He has a large garage.

Camp Reports - Arkansas submitted the only camp report. (See Report) ltems not mentioned in the
report include — McPherson Camp members volunteer at the Pea Ridge Battlefield and Prairie
Grove sites. They run Children’s Programs, Artillery Crews. Murphy Camp — Mark Price working
on putting up a Colored Infantry Monument — 5 artists so far have submitted their ideas. There
will be a review. Shawne Lynn CC —is on the committee in Little Rock — Is requesting funds from
the Department and National for the monument.
Dale Crandell — There are funds in the budget for monuments.
loe Rainey — We have started to receive fund but still don’t know the final cost of the project.
Mark Coplin- Have the members in Arkansas asked for funds from any state or local agencies?
Joe Rainey — Central Library is making a donation for the project.

Reference for Communication — No Report

Prior to the lunch break -
New Member — Charles Holt of Phelps was initiated during the Encampment by Brother Ed Krieser

Sumner Hunnewell — Has sent up to the Commander in Chief the Unionist and the Best Camp
news letters of the Department. Don Palmer — Reviewed multiple camps and departments can
send in more then one report or newsletter. Bob Amsler Jr — Will review the C & Rs.

Ed Krieser — With the computer age more Department and Camp Newsletters are being
reviewed by the Cin C.

Lunch break

Reconvened at 12:42



Randal Burd — Are Department members using it? How do you we move forward? Issue with the
program — There are free version or similar programs that do the same thing?

Glen Alsop — Motion — That we use the Group 10 program for one year starting in March.
Dale Crandell - Camps will have a subgroup —top down

Ed Krieser and Don Palmer — They know that most of the camps will not be able to set this up. If all the
camp can put up the information on Groups 10 — put there calendar up on the Group 10 - It will need to
be set up initially.

Bob Amsler Jr - Would benefit from the camps to put in basic and information to the members. Not to
replace the Unionist and could up load all the older Unionist editions.

Walt Busch — You can’t require at camp to use this program.

Dale Crandell — Have a hard enough time getting the camps to get their EIN — Or send in the forms.
About 1/3™ of them will try it for the year.

Motion to continue the trial period for Groups 10 — Glen Alsop 1% - 2" by Joe Rainey
Majority of those present voted yea and 2 objected. — Approved

Award Committee — Plaque — Cost increase

Don Palmer — Awards were plaques — other awards for other certificates. He is in favor of
returning to using plaques for the top awards — Blair Award, Meritorious Service and Show Me
Spirit Awards — We need to stop the cheapness in the Department. We are sitting on funds and
can use them to help thank those that have helped the Department.

Walt Busch — Prefers certificates — Made a motion to purchase plagues at $50.00 or less per
plaque. This would include the Blair Award, Meritorious Service Award and the Show Me Spirit
Awards. Craig Mathews 2™

Randal Burd — Why are we asking for an increase in dues?

Mark Coplin - The Blair Award is received in 2005 still hangs on my bedroom wall. | look at it and
realize | need to continue to strive to do my best for the Department. The plague means more to
me then a piece of paper in a cheap frame.

Motion to return to plaques as noted above — Unanimous vote —Approved

Treasurer — Dale Crandell - Will move the funds from different accounts and amend the budget. Would
prefer to move for the budget to be considered.
Quarter Master — Post to be filled by Walt Busch.

GAR monument in Mountain Grove

Transgender Policy ~ Randal Burd — Wrote a revised version of the police and read it aloud to those at
the Encampment. The Department of Missouri does not concur with the policy as it is currently
written. Sumner Hunnelwell — Can this be sent on to National as an amendment to the policy.




Randal Burd — Yes that is the plan. yes, Walt Busch made a motion to approve what Brother

Burd has written.
Dale Crandell — Likes the wording from National.

Sumner Hunnelwell — Prefers this new version as it provides intent. (Talking to Randal Burd) Can
this be drawn up into a resolution. Randal Burd — Agreed to finalize the resolution and send it to
the Department Commander. This will then be sent onto National in time for the National
Encampment.

Dale Crandell — Wants to make it clear in the resolution that the Department of Missouri is
against the current version as written.

Motion 2" by Craig Mathews — 1 Dissenting vote — Approved to be made into a resolution and
sent onto National.

New Business — Walt Busch -Do we want to present gifts to the Commander in Chief and if so, what?
Memorabilia form Shiloh? Vicksburg medal, books? Set of coins?

Sumner Hunnewell — He reported he has a 16 x 20 Red Sox signed photo — will donate as a gift.

President of the Auxiliary — She is RN at Fort Leonard Wood. She may be heading to Germany. A
gift certificate in Euros would be nice. Should be able to confirm if she is going in the next two
months. 25.00 Euros?

Walt Busch — Need to put an ad in the National Encampment book. Motion to put and ad in the
Encampment book. 2" by Randal Burd Ad —-Motion approved. Bob Amsler Jr— Make a General
Order to allow for the ad to be placed.

Don Palmer DP —Point of Order — General Orders only are issued by the Commander in Chief.

Department Commander can issue Department Orders. Resolutions Committee

recommendations — (As the resolutions were read the Department Commander would tap the

gavel and report passed)

-Patriotic Instructor — US National Cemetery — Passed

-Budget — Taken care of and looks in good order — Passed

-Funds for Monuments — Deferred to the October Meeting in Jefferson City.

_Donation to Mountain Grove Monument — Deferred to the October Meeting in Jefferson City.

_Junior Vice Commander — Randal Burd section 501¢3 — Change the policy of the Quarter Master

-Map to update the reflect the loss of Mc Neil Camp - passed

-Department Commander to review all pass department orders and update — Concern is to limit
the review to be all orders issued after the department was reorganized in 1996. passed

Walt Busch — Appendix H - Talkington mapping area — Joe Rainey revised - Can resubmit
Arkansas map
— revise the map and the next JVC to make recommendations at the October meeting.

Dale Crandell — Had talked to Tiger and they — will look at the map — decided to keep it as it is.



Walt Busch — By changing the map it could give more strength to the smaller camps — in regard
to membership.

General Order #24 - We believe the Sons of Union Veterans to Civil War should follow all State
and Local laws - Ed Kriser — This came from the East Coast — and would include all SUVCW
events and

multiple departments.

Resolution — Craig Mathews Motion Walt Busch 2nd The SUVCW should have no gun policy and
follow all applicable laws — Passed

Ed Krieser - General orders become the policy of the National Order

Bob Amsler Jr — Will draw up the resolution — Send to the National Secretary, CinC and the
National Council - will pass out to the officers for the approval — will add Ed Kriser and Don
Palmer.

Glen Alsop - Hecker monument — 3 monument $70,000 project — Grant camp — historical
reference monument has $2000 from National — needs funds for put the marker in. Col Fredrick
Hecker — WB suggested we send $50.00 to Hecker - Hecker camp in Illinois 443 camp Randal
Burd 2" Approved

Flecther camp — Doug Roussin — Volker Auxiliary — put up a monument — historical park in Potosi
MO — We need $500.00 from the department will cost $2000.00. Fletcher camp. WB —
monument officer Walt Busch motion 2" Randal Burd — Volker did telegraph to send information
to St. Louis. Why has anything been sent to National — Motion to hold the funds of $500.00 if
National commits $2000.00 - Friendly amendment -

Joe Rainey — Have everything in order to get the funds. They pay the contractor. Walt Busch —
they send the camp the funds

Bob Amsler Jr — Department new flag poles — Strimmer Ring for the top. Prices for flag poles,

Craig Mathews — the two poles for the Department and the State of Missouri need to be lower
than the American Flag

Bob Amsler Jr. = Resolution to the State of Missouri to make April 27*" a State Remembrance -
Birthday — US Grant Day — To take it up with the State of Missouri — Not a holiday just a day to
remember on his Birthday. State Senators and State Representatives to see if he can get a bill
passed and signed by Governor Parsons

Walt Busch - Resolution — To include the items of breaking up the KKK and he up held the 14 and
15" Amendments

Ohio - Has already pasted this. Go in as a bill in January. Ed Krieser — Consensus

Don Palmer — Item for committee reports- program committee — coordination with MOLLUS ~
Sumner Hunnelwell — member of MOLUS to hold and event at Wilson Creek.

Don Palmer — On the event map for October — Longer term events like Vicksburg in 2017 and
Shiloh -








