


From a History of Cooper Co. 

 
Organizations of Civil War Veterans. — A Grand Army Post was  

organized in Boonville, on Aug. 19, 1885 with seventeen members and  

with the following officers : Col. Joseph A. Eppestein, Commander ; Judge  

T. M. Rice, Senior Vice-Commander; Capt. George Meller, Junior Vice-  

Commander; P. H. McNulty, Quartermaster; Dr. John B. Holman, Sur-  

geon; Sylvester Young, Chaplain; W. C. Culverhouse, Officer of the Day;  

James Mitchell, Officer of the Guard; Franklin Swap, Adjutant; R. W.  

Whitlow, Sergeant-Major ; and W. W. Taliaferro, Quartermaster Sergeant.  

Capt. E. J. Smith, of Sedalia, Mo., was the special mustering officer on  

the occasion. This organization was named John A. Hayn Post No. 240,  

Grand Army of the Republic. The Boonville battle having been the first  

land battle of the Civil War, and John A. Hayn having lost his life in 

that battle, this post was properly named in his honor, he being the first 

soldier who gave his life for the Union in a land engagement.  

 

Judge T. M. Rice was elected Commander of the Post on Dec. 21,  

1888, and appointed R. W. Whitlow, Adjutant of the Post, who has since  

continuously served as Adjutant of the Post and holds that office at this  

time. Mr. Whitlow is now the only surviving member in good standing  

of the charter membership.  

 

In all this post has had 234 members. Its present membership con-  

sists of only 27 as follows: Joseph Leiber, Commander; R. W. Whitlow,  

Adjutant; C. C. Bell, Chaplain; Peter Trester, Officer of the Day; John W.  

Rudolph, George W. Rudolph, Mathew R. McDowell, Walter Bai-ron, George  

W. Drennen, James P. Tally, John F. Wassmann ; William T. Tally, Officer  

of the Guard; Joseph Memmel, Charles R. Cartner; F. J. Boiler, quarter-  

master; Gottlieb Baumann, George W. Piper, Junior Vice-Commander;  

John F. Dilthey, Senior Vice-Commander; Daniel Muntzel, August Steg-  

ner, Sergeant ; Henry Hoppe, George A. Jacobs, James H. Wilkinson, Henry  

Roesler, Gilbert L. Wilson, Martin L. Weekly, E. H. Rodgers.  

 

 








