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DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 1 

Series 2025-2026 

 June 2025 
 

2025-2026 Elected - Appointed and Staff Officers 

  

On 7 June 2025 at Fenton, Missouri, delegates to the 30th Department Encampment elected their officers. Delegates 

to the 144th National Encampment were also elected. The results of the election are: 

 

ELECTED OFFICE NAME CAMP 

Commander Robert AuBuchon, PDC US Grant Camp #68 

Senior Vice Commander Mark Alan Coplin, PCC US Grant Camp #68 

Junior Vice Commander Kevin Miller, CC Westport Camp #64 

Secretary Gary Scheel, PDC Felix St. James Camp #326 

Treasurer Walter Busch, PDC US Grant Camp #68 

Council (2027) Ed Millinger, PCC Felix St. James Camp #326 

Council (2026) Robert Amsler, Jr., PDC US Grant Camp #68 

Council (2026) Gary Scheel, PDC Felix St. James Camp #326 

Delegate Kevin Miller, PCC Westport Camp #64 

Delegate Mark Coplin, DC US Grant Camp #68 

Delegate Joe Rainey Isaac Murphy Camp #2  

Delegate Travis Cummings Isaac Murphy Camp #2  

Delegate Michael Croy Isaac Murphy Camp #2  

Delegate Ronald Fuller Isaac Murphy Camp #2  

Delegate Cary Glisson Isaac Murphy Camp #2  

Delegate Anthony Shane Lind Isaac Murphy Camp #2  

Alternate Delegate All Brothers in good standing  

 

On June 10th Department Commander Robert AuBuchon sent out his intention to resign his post for personal reasons. In 

accordance with the Department Bylaws and Policies, the Council unanimously appointed  Mark Coplin, Senior Vice 

Commander, to take over as Department Commander. Also the Council unanimously appointed  Kevin Miller, Junior Vice 

Commander, to take over as Senior Vice Commander.  Such appointed staff will serve a term of one (1) year.  Until the election 

of officers at the next Department Encampment slated for June of 2026 
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APPOINTED OFFICERS  NAME CAMP 

Department Commander Mark Alan Coplin, DC  US Grant Camp #68 

Senior Vice Commander  Kevin Miller, CC  Westport Camp #64 

Junior Vice Commander  Dawson Ballard Westport Camp #64 

 

STAFF OFFICE NAME CAMP 

Assistant Secretary-Treasurer Dale Crandell, PDC Westport Camp #64 

Patriotic Instructor Randal Burd, Jr., PDC Gen. Thomas Fletcher Camp #47 

Chaplain   

Counselor Robert Amsler, Jr., PDC US Grant Camp #68 

Quartermaster Walter Busch, PDC US Grant Camp #68 

Graves Registration Officer Glen Alsop, PDC Maj. Francis Wilhelmi Camp #17 

Signals Officer 

   Webmaster, Email 
Walter Busch, PDC US Grant Camp #68 

Assistant Signals Officer 

   Social Media, Promotions 
James Dixon, PCC Columbia Tiger Camp #432 

Historical  Records Coordinator 

   GAR Memorials Officer 

   Civil War Memorials Officer 

   Historian 

Walter Busch, PDC US Grant Camp #68 

Missouri Unionist Editor Randal Burd, Jr., PDC Gen. Thomas Fletcher Camp #47 

Eagle Scout Coordinator  Sumner Hunnewell, PDC Gen. Thomas Fletcher Camp #47 

ROTC Coordinator Sumner Hunnewell, PDC Gen. Thomas Fletcher Camp #47 

History Award Coordinator Randal Burd, Jr., PDC  Gen. Thomas Fletcher Camp #47 

Camp Organizer   

 

I wish to thank Bob AuBuchon PDC for his leadership over the past year. I promise to do my best with the help of all 

of you to have a successful term as Department Commander. I look forward to working with the Department of 

Kansas (my home state) in getting our departments in the position to host a National Encampment in Kansas City 

that Brother Petrovic would be proud of.  It is my hope also to continue to see new faces join our order so the “Boys 

in Blue” will not be forgotten. For those officers and staff members elected or appointed this year I encourage us all 

to do our best for the Department of Missouri. 
 

Ordered this 14th Day of June, 2025,      Attest: 
 

Mark Alan Coplin, PCC       Gary Scheel, PDC  

Commander         Secretary 

Department of Missouri       Department of Missouri  

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War     Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI 
www.suvcwmo.org 

 

Mark Alan Coplin 

Commander 

commander@suvcwmo.org 

 

                                            DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 2  

                                             Series 2025-2026 14 June 2025  

 

                                2025 – 2026 Standing and Special Committees 

 

 

Awards Committee. In accordance with the Department Bylaws, Article VII, the Department Senior Vice 

Commander chairs this standing committee with our three most recent Past Department Commanders serving as 

committee members: 

                     Chair: Kevin Miller, CC  

                     Member: Gary Scheel, PDC  

                     Member: Robert Amsler, Jr., PDC 

                     Member: Robert AuBuchon, PDC 

 

Bylaws Committee. In accordance with the Department Bylaws, Article VII, the Department Senior 

Vice Commander chairs this standing committee and may appoint any brother in good standing to the 

committee: 

                     Chair: Kevin Miller, CC 

 

Encampment Site Committee. In accordance with the Department Bylaws, Article VII, the 

Department Commander appoints at least two members to this standing committee. The committee chair 

may make any additional appointments he chooses: 

 

                     Chair: Gary Scheel, PDC  

                     Member: Bob Mueller, PCC 

                     Member: Ed Millinger, CC 

 

JROTC Selection Committee. This special committee selects the JROTC Outstanding Cadet in 

accordance with Department Policy 717. The committee has a 30 October 2025 sunset. The committee 

chair may make any additional appointments he chooses: 

 

                     Chair: Sumner Hunnewell, PDC 
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Programs Committee. This special committee coordinates Department-wide programs and activities 

that advance the principals, mission, and goals of the National Order and Department. The committee 

has a 30 June 2025 sunset. The committee chair may make any additional appointments he chooses:         

                      

                     Chair: Don Palmer, PCinC 

                     Member: Gary Scheel, PDC 

                     Member: Dawson Ballard, JVC 

                     Member: Justin Klocke, U.S. Grant Camp #68 

 

                      

 

 
Ordered this 14th Day of June 2025, Attest: 

 

Mark Alan Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC    

Commander   Secretary 

Department of Missouri   Department of Missouri  

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War   Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI 
www.suvcwmo.org 

 

Mark Alan Coplin 

Commander 

4856 Hursley, Dr. 

Sappington, MO 63128 

 

commander@suvcwmo.org 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 3 

Series 2025-2026 

14 June 2025 
 

2025-2026 Department Business Meetings 
 

In accordance with the Department Bylaws, Article II, the Department Commander shall schedule regular 

business meetings in October and March and give notice of the date, time, and location.  

 

Date:  Saturday, 18 October 2025 

Time:  10:00 am 

Location:  Missouri River Regional Library, 214 Adams Street, Jefferson City, Missouri 

 

Date:  Saturday, 14 March 2026 

Time:  10:00 am 

Location:  Missouri River Regional Library, 214 Adams Street, Jefferson City, Missouri 

 

Per Department Policy 402, all elected officers, staff officers, and committee chairs should attend and submit 

written reports to the Department Commander and Department Secretary at least two weeks prior to the date of 

the business meeting ( 4 October 2025 and 28 February 2026). 

 

All members in good standing may vote and all camps are encouraged to send representatives. Per Department 

Policy 401, all members must present their membership card when requested.  

 

Ordered this 14th Day of June 2025, Attest: 

 

Mark Alan Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC    

Commander   Secretary 

Department of Missouri   Department of Missouri  

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War   Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI 
www.suvcwmo.org 

 

Mark Alan Coplin  

Commander 

 

commander@suvcwmo.org 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 4 

Series 2025-2026 

18 June 2025 
 

Passing of Brother Kenneth Bailey  

 

 It is with this sorrow, the Department of Missouri with Arkansas, Sons of Union Veterans of 

the Civil War, reports the passing of Brother Kenneth Bailey on 19 May 2025.  

Brother Bailey was a member of Westport Camp #64. He resided in Independence, Missouri. 

Besides being a member of the Sons, he was a member of The Sons of the American 

Revolution, Harry S. Truman Chapter (serving as Chaplain), George Washington Army at 

Valley Forge, the Mayflower Society and the Pilgrim Edward Doty Society. 

 

In memory of Brother Bailey, the Department’s Charter and website shall be draped, all Camp 

Charters and websites shall be draped, and all brothers shall attach a black mourning ribbon to 

their membership badge. Following the Department’s mourning policy, this Order shall remain 

in effect for six days from this date.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ordered this 15th Day of June 2025, Attest: 

 

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheell, PDC    

Commander   Secretary 

Department of Missouri   Department of Missouri  

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War   Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI 
www.suvcwmo.org 

 

Mark Alan Coplin  

Commander 

 

commander@suvcwmo.org 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 5 

Series 2025-2026 

26 June 2025 
 

Passing of Brother James Albin 

 

 It is with this sorrow, the Department of Missouri, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 

reports the passing of Brother James Albin on 19 June 2025.  

Brother Albin was a member of Lillie Camp #6. He resided in Tipton, Missouri. Besides being 

a member of the Sons, he was a retired mail clerk for the state of Missouri.  He was a Charter 

member of the Tipton 1st Assembly of God, where he was active with missions all over the 

world.  He was a very active and involved with the Moniteau Co. Historical Society where he 

worked countless hours on Veterans records and grave markers. He was also involved with the 

McClay home for many years.  

 

In memory of Brother Albin, the Department’s Charter and website shall be draped, all Camp 

Charters and websites shall be draped, and all brothers shall attach a black mourning ribbon to 

their membership badge. Following the Department’s mourning policy, this Order shall remain 

in effect for six days from this date. Lillie Camp #6 plans on holding a memorial service on July 

26
th

 at their next camp meeting.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ordered this 26th Day of June 2025, Attest: 

 

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC    

Commander   Secretary 

Department of Missouri   Department of Missouri  

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War   Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI 
www.suvcwmo.org 

 

Mark Alan Coplin  

Commander 

 

commander@suvcwmo.org 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 6 

Series 2025-2026 

17 July 2025 
 

Re-Alignment of the State Map 

 

Brothers of the Department of Missouri –  

 

WHEREAS - I am instructing Brother Dawson Ballard, JVC to re- align the Missouri State map 

to reflect the loss of McNeil Camp #62. Currently we do not have any camps assigned to the 

area that McNeil Camp once covered. We need to try to offer new members a camp that is close 

to their place of residence.  This can help with retention of new members.  

 

THEREFORE – Until we have a new map to assign new members to camps.  I am asking that 

as of this date the following camps will extend their coverage North to the border with Iowa. 

This includes Westport #64, Tiger #432, Wilhelmi #17 and U.S. Grant #68. New members can 

also opt to be assigned to a camp in the department, South of those listed.  

 

Hopefully we can work on a plan to recruit new members in the northern part of the state and in 

time form a new camp to cover that area.     

 

See Map on Page 2. 

 

Ordered this 17th Day of July 2025, Attest: 

 

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC    

Commander   Secretary 

Department of Missouri   Department of Missouri  

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War   Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

www.suvcwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin 
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 7
Series 2025-2026

 18th  October 2025

2025-2026 – Elected, Appointed and Staff Officers

Let it be known that at our Department Meeting this date Past Department Commander Robert AuBuchon was 
the installing officer along with acting Chaplin Gary Scheel, PDC, in the installation of Mark Coplin PCC as the
Department Commander and Dawson Ballard as Junior Vice Commander for the Department of Missouri. 

Brother Craig Mathews volunteered to become our Department Chaplain. Thanks to all those who were in 
attendance. Let our website page be updated to reflect the change in our staff. 

In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty 

Mark Coplin, DC Missouri

Ordered this 18th Day of October 2025, Attest:

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC 
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri Department of Missouri
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

www.suvcwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin 
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 8
Series 2025-2026

19 November 2025

Passing of Brother Robert S. Drake Jr.

 It is with this sorrow that the Department of Missouri, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil
War, reports the passing of Brother Robert S. Drake Jr. on 13 November 2025. 

Brother Drake was a member of Phelps Camp #66. 

Brother Drake was born in Warsaw, Missouri in 1938. He was involved in Scouting and
achieved the rank of Life Scout. He was a graduate of Drury College and later attended the

University of Missouri Law School, graduating in 1963. He practiced law as the Prosecuting
Attorney for Benton County for 12 years. He then was the city attorney for Warsaw and
Lincoln. He retired in 2007after forty – five years of practice. He is survived by his wife

Wenyan Liu Drake, four children Bob Drake III, Beth Drake, Susan Johnsonand Elaine Lu
Jiang. He also is survived by eight grandchildren. Funeral Services will be held on November

22, 2025, at 11:00AM at Reser Funeral Home in Warsaw, Missouri. Visitation starts at
10:00AM.

In memory of Brother Drake, the Department’s Charter and website shall be draped, all Camp
Charters and websites shall be draped, and all brothers shall attach a black mourning ribbon to
their membership badge. Following the Department’s mourning policy, this Order shall remain

in effect for six days from this date. 

Ordered this 19th Day of November 2025, Attest:

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC 
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri Department of Missouri
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

www.suvcwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin 
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 9
Series 2025-2026

20 November 2025

Passing of Brother Mark S Schreiber

 It is with this sorrow that the Department of Missouri, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil
War, reports the passing of Brother Mark S Schreiber on 17 November 2025. 

Brother Schreiber was a member of Lillie Camp #6 

Brother Schreiber was born in Springfield, Missouri in 1954. Graduated 1964 from Jefferson
City Senior High School, he then attended Central Missouri State College and finished his B.S.
degree in Management from Sterling College. Completed an M.S. degree in Criminal Justice at

Columbia College, where he also taught for several years.
He spent his 44-year career in the field of criminal justice at the Missouri State Penitentiary and

was awarded the Missouri Department of Corrections Director’s Coin of Excellence and
received resolutions from the Missouri Senate and House of Representative in recognition of his

service in criminal justice. He is survived by his wife Deborah (Debbie) F. Tritsch and family. 

Visitation will be on November 24, 2025, at 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at Houser-Millard Funeral
Home, Jefferson City, where funeral services will follow at 12 p.m. 

In memory of Brother Schreiber, the Department’s Charter and website shall be draped, all
Camp Charters and websites shall be draped, and all brothers shall attach a black mourning
ribbon to their membership badge. Following the Department’s mourning policy, this Order

shall remain in effect for six days from this date. 

Ordered this 20th Day of November 2025, Attest:

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheell, PDC 
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri SUVCW Department of Missouri SUVCW
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI 
www.suvcwmo.org 

 

Mark Alan Coplin  

Commander 

 

commander@suvcwmo.org 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 10 

Series 2025-2026 

7 February 2026 
 

Passing of Brother Davis Clayton Bruce  

 It is with this sorrow that the Department of Missouri, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War, reports the passing of Brother Bruce on 29 October 2025.  

Brother Bruce was a member of St. James Camp #326  

 

Brother Bruce was born in Boston, Massachusetts in 1946. He left High School at 16 to join the 

USMC. He completed his GED while in the Marines. His talent led him to be assigned to Naval 

Intelligence. After leaving the military he attended law school and after graduating returned to 

join the USAF as a JAG officer and served as a Captain at Sheppard AFB in Texas. After 

leaving the USAF he became a Criminal Defense Attorney on the East Coast. While in 

Massachusetts he was a member of Gen. George L. Hartsuff Camp #50  

Later in life he and his wife moved to Farmington, MO to be closer to family. In 2020 he joined 

St. James Camp #326. He was unable to attend meetings, and his passing was not known until 

recently.  

 

In memory of Brother Bruce, the Department’s Charter and website shall be draped, all Camp 

Charters and websites shall be draped, and all brothers shall attach a black mourning ribbon to 

their membership badge. Following the Department’s mourning policy, this Order shall remain 

in effect for seven days from this date.  
 

 

Ordered this 7th Day of February 2026, Attest: 

 

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC    

Commander   Secretary 

Department of Missouri SUVCW  Department of Missouri SUVCW 



SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

www.suvcwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin 
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Series 2025-2026
26 February 2026

Passing of Brother Richard Boyd Coder

 It is with this sorrow that the Department of Missouri, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil
War, reports the passing of Brother Richard Boyd Coder on 21 January 2026. 

Brother Coder was a member of Tiger Camp #432

Brother Coder was born in Patton, Pennsylvania in 1931.  He graduated from Johnstown High
School in 1948. He attended Loch Haven State Teachers College in Loch Haven Pennsylvania.
He studied mathematics and Physical Education. Dick joined the Navy in 1952 and began his

training as a radar technician. After serving in the Navy, he enlisted in the Air Force.  He began
his Air Force career at Vance AFB, Enid, Oklahoma. He was later assigned to Ellington AFB,

Houston, Texas. Dick was active in several organizations: the American Legion Post 202,
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 280, NARFE, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War,

Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie 2730, VFW National Home for Children, Clark’s
Championship Gym, University of Missouri Gymnastics Booster, Show-Me-State Games, State

Games of America.
 

Celebration of Life will be April 18th from 2-4 PM at the American Legion Post 202 3669
Legion Lane Columbia, MO. Visitation and light refreshments Military honors will be rendered.

In memory of Brother Coder, the Department’s Charter and website shall be draped, all Camp
Charters and websites shall be draped, and all brothers shall attach a black mourning ribbon to
their membership badge. Following the Department’s mourning policy, this Order shall remain

in effect for seven days from this date. 

Ordered this 26th Day of February 2026, Attest:

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC 
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri SUVCW       Department of Missouri SUVCW
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

www.suvcwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin 
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Resignation of Brother Dawson Ballard as Junior Vice Commander 

I received word that effective immediately Brother Ballard will be stepping down as Camp 
Secretary – Treasurer for Westport Camp #64 as well as his post as Junior Vice Commander to 
the Department of Missouri. He shared with me that his decision came after much thought.  

I have been in contact with Department Council member and Department Secretary - Gary 
Scheel, PDC - to direct him to notify Robert Amsler Jr. PDC and Ed Millinger CC, also 
members of the council, to seek a replacement for Brother Ballard’s vacated position of 
Department Junior Vice Commander as soon as possible. 

Correspondence has also been sent to Brian Smarker, PDC and Camp Council member of 
Westport Camp #64 to inform him of Brother Ballard’s decision to step down from his duties as
a Camp Officer. I have directed him to contact Thomas Hindsley, SVC/ Council to have them 
find a replacement for Camp Secretary – Treasurer position as soon as possible.  

I have encouraged Brother Ballard to stay on as the Secretary – Treasurer until a replacement 
can be found.  I also encouraged Brother Ballard to continue his membership with Westport 
Camp #64 and to be an active member to help Westport to continue to prosper. Please help 
encourage him and pray for him as he made this difficult decision.  

Ordered this 1st Day of March 2026, Attest:

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheell, PDC 
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri SUVCW       Department of Missouri SUVCW
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI 
www.suvcwmo.org 

 

Mark Alan Coplin  

Commander 

 

commander@suvcwmo.org 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 13 

Series 2025-2026 

1 March 2026 
 

Resignation of Brother Dawson Ballard as Junior Vice Commander  

I received word that effective immediately Brother Ballard will be stepping down as Camp 

Secretary – Treasurer for Westport Camp #64 as well as his post as Junior Vice Commander to 

the Department of Missouri. He shared with me that his decision came after much thought.   

 

I have been in contact with Department Council member and Department Secretary - Gary 

Scheel, PDC - to direct him to notify Robert Amsler Jr. PDC and Ed Millinger CC, also 

members of the council, to seek a replacement for Brother Ballard’s vacated position of 

Department Junior Vice Commander as soon as possible.  

 

Correspondence has also been sent to Brian Smarker, PDC and Camp Council member of 

Westport Camp #64 to inform him of Brother Ballard’s decision to step down from his duties as 

a Camp Officer. I have directed him to contact Thomas Hindsley, SVC/ Council to have them 

find a replacement for Camp Secretary – Treasurer position as soon as possible.   

 

I have encouraged Brother Ballard to stay on as the Secretary – Treasurer until a replacement 

can be found.  I also encouraged Brother Ballard to continue his membership with Westport 

Camp #64 and to be an active member to help Westport to continue to prosper. Please help 

encourage him and pray for him as he made this difficult decision.   
 

Ordered this 1st Day of March 2026, Attest: 

 

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheell, PDC    

Commander   Secretary 

Department of Missouri SUVCW       Department of Missouri SUVCW 



SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

www.suvcwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin 
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Senior and Junior Vice Commander Positions Filled

I have been notified by the Department Council - Gary Scheel, PDC, Ed Millinger CC 
and Robert Amsler Jr. PDC that they have agreed unanimously on the replacement members to 
fill the following positions within the Department:    

Walter Busch, PDC a member of U.S. Grant Camp #68, volunteered to fill the post of 
Department Senior Vice Commander until the Encampment in June.

Bob Bach, member of St. James Camp #326, has volunteered to fill the post of 
Department Junior Vice Commander until the Encampment in June.

These gentlemen will start their new posts immediately.  Please direct any correspondence to 
either of these two gentlemen. 

The continued business of the Department is important for the success of this organization. I 
want to personally thank Walt and Bob for stepping up to take over these positions in the 
Department. I have worked with Brother Busch on several projects within the Department and 
the Camp. I look forward to working with Brother Bach as he assumes his new role within the 
Department.  I also want to thank the Department Council for moving so quickly in filling these
vacated positions.    

Ordered this 1st Day of March 2026,
                                                                                                Attest:
Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC 
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri SUVCW       Department of Missouri SUVCW
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

www.suvcwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin 
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 15
Series 2025-2026

21 May 2026

Passing of Brother James Beckner 

 It is with this sorrow that the Department of Missouri, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War, has been informed of the passing of Brother James Beckner 

Brother Beckner was a member of Westport Camp #64 and a resident of Grandview and lately 
Raymore, Missouri. Visitation will be held at Cullen Funeral Home in Raymore

on May 30th at 10 am with the funeral to follow at 11 am. He was a well-known local historian 
and re-enactor who wore both the Blue and the Gray. Jim served as president of the Civil War 
Round Table of Kansas City in 2000 and was a member of the Civil War Round Table of 
Western Missouri. Besides being a member of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War he 
was also a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

Jim taught American History, Economics, Psychology, and Drivers Education at Grandview 
High School for over 30 years. Jim also coached football, basketball, and golf.

In memory of Brother Beckner, the Department’s Charter and website shall be draped, all Camp 
Charters and websites shall be draped, and all brothers shall attach a black mourning ribbon to 
their membership badge. Following the Department’s mourning policy, this Order shall remain 

in effect for seven days from this date. 

Ordered this 21th Day of May 2026, Attest:

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheell, PDC 
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri SUVCW       Department of Missouri SUVCW



James Dean Beckner, age 82, passed away on May 16, 2026 at St. Luke's East 
Hospital.

Jim was born on July 23, 1943 in Sioux City, Iowa. He was the son of Robert H. and 
Bernice O. Beckner. He was preceded in death by his parents and his brother, 
Robert, Jr. His family moved to Camdenton, Missouri in 1954 where Jim graduated 
from Camdenton High School in 1961. His family returned to Nebraska that year, 
and he became an avid Nebraska Huskers sports fan. He attended over 200 games 
over his life time. After graduating college in 1964, Jim became a High School 
teacher and Coach. Jim taught High School Driver's Education, American History, 
and Psychology and coached numerous sports for more than 30 years.

James and Judith Beckner married on May 30th, 1964. Jim met Judith Lundquist 
while attending college at Central Missouri State College (CMSU) in Warrensburg. 
They would have been married 62 years this year.

Jim loved Civil War History. He participated in many Civil War events and movies, 
including "Blue and Gray," "North and South Part 1& 2," "Geronimo," and "Ride with 
the Devil". Jim was a founding member of the Missouri Civil War Reenactors 
Association and co-founder of the Missouri/Kansas Border Network. He was a 
member of many service organizations and Civil War Round Tables. He received 
many awards and recognition for educating the public about the Civil War. In 2010 
Jim was presented the Missouri Humanities Award for Exemplary Community 
Achievement. Jim gave his time and talent to many local groups such as the 
Grandview Historical Society. He never turned down an opportunity to give a 
speech so others could learn from his love of American History.

Jim was a Christian and was a member of the Ruskin Heights Presbyterian Church 
before it’s closing, St. Paul’s Methodist church and Summit Church most recently.

Jim is survived by his loving wife, Judi, and their children Dott Salyer and Eric 
Beckner (Kendra), grandchildren Kanyon Salyer, and Kamryn Anaya (Brian), two 
great grandchildren, sister Linda Rennison, and brother Terry Beckner (Candy).

Visitation and service will be held on Saturday May 30th at the Cullen Funeral 
Home, 612 West Foxwood Drive, Raymore, MO 64083. Visitation is at 10:00 am 
followed by the Memorial Service at 11:00 am. Graveside service will be at Forest 
Hill & Calvary Cemetery, 6901 Troost Ave, Kansas City, MO 64131 following the 
Memorial service.

Arrangements: Cullen Funeral Home, Raymore, Missouri 816.322.5278
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