SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI
WWW.SUVCWMO.0rg

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

SPECIAL COMMUNIQUE NO. 1
Series 2025-2026
22 June 2025

The Formation of the Department of Arkansas

Commander-in-Chief Kevin Martin
Department Commander Joe Rainey
Department of Missouri Members

It is with great honor | announce today the formation of the newest Department to the Sons of
Union Veterans of the Civil War. Not since the formation of the Department of The Columbia
in 2015 has a new department been formed. Yesterday in VVan Buren, Arkansas at the Drennen-
Scott Historic Site an organizational meeting was held to form the Department of Arkansas. The
meeting was attended by twenty-one members of the newly formed Department of Arkansas. It
was also attended by Past Commander-in-Chief Ed Krieser and Dale Crandell, PDC and
member of the Council-of- Administration.

The opening of the organizational meeting started with the firing of a cannon in front of the
historic home. The meeting was started at 11:00 by Department Commander Mark Coplin. A
check for $500.00 was presented to the Department of Arkansas along with the Arkansas State
flag and flag stand that was used by the Department of Missouri at our meetings and
encampments over the past four years. The bylaws that the new department are going to use
have been taken from the Department of Missouri. The organizational meeting elected or
appointed all posts of the department.
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Department Officers -
Commander: Joseph Rainey (McPherson Camp #1)
Senior Vice Commander: Tom Wing (Talkington Camp #3)
Junior Vice Commander: Bob Underdown (McPherson Camp #1)
Secretary-Treasurer: John Terry (McPherson Camp #1)
Council 1: Greg Crawford (Talkington Camp #3)
Council 2: Kent Baker (McPherson Camp #1
Council 3: Paul Dolle (McPherson Camp #1)

The elected officers and appointed officer were installed by Brother Crandell. It is our hope and
the hope of the newly formed Department of Arkansas that it can be issued its charter at the
144™ National Encampment to be held in Houston, Texas this August. Three members of the
new department were selected to be delegates. Department Commander Joe Rainey lead the
closing of the meeting at 12:00. After the closing the same cannon crew fired a volley. So, the
meeting started and ended with a bang.

Issued this 22™ Day of June 2025, Attest:

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC
Commander Secretary

Department of Missouri Department of Missouri
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI
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Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communique’ NO. 2
Series 2025-2026
28 June 2025

Historical Markers and Mounuments Review

Department of Missouri Commanders and Members —

Gentlemen of the Department of Missouri — Several years ago it was suggested that a review of
historical marks and monuments in the state of Missouri needed to be reviewed every five
years.

Therefore, | am asking that each camp take time to review any historical markers or monuments
in your area. If you find any in need of repair, please take photos and record what damage you
notice. Please contact and submit your information to Brother Walt Busch, PDC / Historical
Records Coordinator or Glen Alsop, PDC/ Graves Registration Officer. Then we can address
any issues before the historical marker or monument deteriorates beyond repair.

Issued this 28" Day of June 2025,

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri Department of Missouri
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

WWW.SUvCwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communique’ NO. 3
Series 2025-2026
21 July 2025

Recruitment of New Members to the SUVCW — Department of Missouri

Department of Missouri Camp Commanders and Members —

Gentlemen of the Department of Missouri — After a review of the Department membership |
have come to the conclusion that without action, our Department may not be viable in the
coming years. In 2011, there were 270 members with 13 camps. With the formation of the
Department of Arkansas our membership is down to 112 members with 8 camps.

Therefore, | am asking that each camp make time to reach out to your local
historical societies, libraries and those in nearby counties to see about leaving
informational flyers, or if your camp could provide an educational program, please
do so. The national organization website has presentations ready to show.
Recruiting or informational tables at local events or fairs may help us gain
members, and even establish new camps. If any of you have an ideas to help in this
effort please share your ideas.

It is critical we strive to increase our membership. Just like our ancestors in the GAR - we may
be running out of time. I would rather not have my grandson see in the newspaper “The Last
Member of the Sons of Union Veterans Has Passed.”

Please contact Dawson Ballard, Department JVC or myself with any information you discover.
Then together we can address ideas to sign men up to join the Department of Missouri -
SUVCW.

Issued this 21" Day of July 2025,

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri Department of Missouri
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

WWW.SUvCwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communique’ NO. 4
Series 2025-2026
28 July 2025

Appointed Department Camp Organizier - Department of Missouri

Department of Missouri Camp Commanders and Members —
As a follow up to Communique NO. 3 in the matter of recruitment —

| am pleased to inform the Department of Missouri that | have asked Justin Klocke of

U.S. Grant Camp #68 to be the Department Camp Organizer. Justin is the City Administrator
for City of Manchester, MO and has been very instrumental in the origination of events for the
city as well as for U.S. Grant Camp. Being a fairly new member to the camp he has not hesitate
when called upon to help with events and being the master of ceremony at our 2025 Sherman
Remembrance Day Event at Calvary Cemetery. | hope with his energy and experience in public
relations, he can assist Dawson Ballard, JVC in coming up with ideas to help with recruitment
of new members around the State of Missouri.

Please reach out to Dawson, Justin or myself if you or your camp has any ideas on
how to get our brand and our message out to the public.

Stay cool and stay safe this summer. Heading to Houston, TX next week for the National
Encampment.

Issued this 28" Day of July 2025,

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri Department of Missouri
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

WWW.SUvVCWINo.org

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communique’ NO. 5
Series 2025-2026
11 August 2025

Council of Administration Member from the Department of Missouri

Department of Missouri Camp Commanders and Members —
I am pleased to inform the Department of Missouri that Robert Amsler Jr., Past Department
Commander, was elected to a three-year term on the Council of Administration at the 144%

National Encampment held in Houston, Texas.

Let us all wish Bob great success as he helps lead the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
by being a member of the CofA.

Issued this 11™ Day of August 2025,

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri Department of Missouri
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

WWW.SUvCwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communique’ NO. 6
Series 2025-2026
16 August 2025

Last Real Son —
William Pool of Bolivar, MO. His father was Charles Pool, Co. D. 6th WV Vols.

Kevin Tucker Commander-in-Chief, James Crane National Secretary, Department of
Missouri Camp Commanders and Members of the Department of Missouri —

I was contacted by Brother Amsler, that at the August Council of Administration meeting, it
was agreed that a marker or plaque signifying the passing of the Last Real Son is to be managed
by the Department of Missouri. I wanted to inform those at National and within the Department
of Missouri that PDC Robert AuBuchon has been in contact with the daughter of Last Real Son,
William Pool. He remains in good health. She has agreed to have the Sons participate and
attend her father funeral at the time of his passing. She is also in agreement that a plaque or
memorial can be installed at his grave site but does not want this done or planned until after her
father’s burial.

Brother AuBuchon, PDC will remain the contact to Brother Pool’s family and will pass on
information as necessary. Hopefully National leadership and the Department will plan on
attending his funeral. When the time is right the Department of Missouri will work with the
family to create a proper remembrance plaque for his grave site. We invite all Allied Orders at
all levels to participate in the creation and production of any memorial.

In Fraternity Charity and Loyalty

Issued this 16™ Day of August 2025,

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri Department of Missouri
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

WWW.SUvCwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communique’ NO. 7 — Revised
Series 2025-2026
17 August 2025

The Passing of Tiger Camp#432 Commander James Dixon’s Mother

Department of Missouri Camp Commanders and Members -

I was informed this morning of the passing of Brother James Dixon’s mother. Please keep the
Dixon family in your prayers. In Fraternity Charity and Loyalty

Wednesday, August 20, 2025
Visitation
10:00 am - 11:00 am

Funeral

11:00 am

Memorial Funeral Home
1217 Business Loop 70 W
Columbia, Missouri 65202

Issued this 17" Day of August 2025,

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri Department of Missouri
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

WWW.SUvCwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communiqué NO. 8
Series 2025-2026
19 October 2025

Recruitment of New Members to the SUVCW — Department of Missouri
Part 2

Department of Missouri Camp Commanders and Members —

At our Department Meeting on Saturday October 18™ I asked JVC — Dawson Ballard along
with Justin Klocke — Camp Organizer to begin putting together a list of Libraries, Civil War
Round Tables and Historical Societies. After compiling the list, the Department will provide
those locations with pamphlets and flyers to promote the Sons.

Brother Randal Burd, Jr. has volunteered to design a flyer/poster that can be used for recruiting
new members.

Therefore, I am asking again that each camp make time to reach out to your local
historical societies, Civil War Round Tables and libraries and those in nearby
counties to see about leaving informational flyers, or if your camp could provide an
educational program, please do so. The national organization website has
presentations ready to show. Recruiting or informational tables at local events or
fairs may help us gain members, and even establish new camps. If any of you have
any ideas to help in this effort, please share your thoughts.

Please contact Dawson Ballard, Department JVC or myself with any information you discover.
Then together we can address ideas to sign men up to join the Department of Missouri -
SUVCW.

Issued this 19th Day of October 2025,

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri Department of Missouri

Page 1 of 1



SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI
WWW.SUVCWMO.0rg

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communique’ NO. 9
Series 2025-2026

NO COMMUNIQUE NO. 9 EVER ISSUED

Issued this 28" Day of June 2025,

Gary Scheel, PDC

Secretary
Department of Missouri

Mark Coplin, PCC
Commander
Department of Missouri
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

WWW.SUvCwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communiqué NO. 10
Series 2025-2026
25 November 2025

Last Real Son William Pool’s 101 Birthday

Department of Missouri Camp Commanders and Members —

Let us try to make Brother Pool’s 101* birthday special and shower him with Birthday Cards.
His birthday is January 13™. His address is —

Parkview Health Care
119 West Forest
Bolivar, MO 65613

Thank you for being part of the Department — I hope each of you have a pleasant Thanksgiving
with your family and friends.

God Bless

Issued this 25" Day of November 2025,

Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri Department of Missouri
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

WWW.SUvCwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communiqué NO. 11
Series 2025-2026
3 January 2026

Passing of Marlene Lewis, the mother of PDC Brother Walter Busch
Please keep Brother Busch and his family in your thoughts and prayers at this time.

Visitation for his mother will be on January 9" starting at 9:30am to 11 am
followed by the Funeral Service
Location
John L. Ziegenhein and Sons City Chapel
7020 Gravois Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63116

Ordered this 3rd Day of January 2026

Attested:
Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri SUVCW Department of Missouri SUVCW
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI
WWW.SUVCWMO.0rg

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communiqué NO. 12
Series 2025-2026

18 January 2026

U.S. Grant Legislation — Jefferson, City
January 21%

Members of the Department of Missouri,

It has been brought to my attention that Commander in Chief Kevin P. Tucker has authorized
members of the Sons in Missouri to advocate for the passage of a U.S. Grant Birthday bill by
the Missouri legislators in Jefferson City. All members are invited to support this initiative on
Wednesday, January 21st. We will convene at the West entrance at 9:00 AM. Please wear your
SUVCW membership badge.

Should you have any questions, please contact Robert Amsler, PDC, at
ramslersuvcw@chater.net.

Ordered this 18th Day of January 2026

Attested:
Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri SUVCW Department of Missouri SUVCW
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

WWW.SUvCwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communiqué NO. 13
Series 2025-2026
1 March 2026

Department Awards

Members of the Department of Missouri,

With the sudden and unexpected resignation of Brother Kevin Miller from his post of Senior
Vice Commander and that of the Chairman of the Awards Committee at this time of the year |
feel it is in the best interest for consistency to take over the Awards Committee Chairman for
the Department. I did this last year as Senior Vice Commander. The Committee members will
include Robert AuBuchon, PDC, Robert Amsler Jr. PDC and Gary Scheel, PDC. I Please
direct your nominations to my email address and I will share these nominations with the
Awards Committee.

Should you have any questions, please contact me. macnac4856(@gmal.com

Released this 1st Day of March 2026

Attested:
Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri SUVCW Department of Missouri SUVCW
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

WWW.Suvewmeo.org

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communiqué NO. 14
Series 2025-2026
29 March 2026

2026 Department Encampment
Members of the Department of Missouri,

Brother Walt Busch, PDC, has informed me that the Department website now features the
registration link for the 2026 Department Encampment, scheduled for the weekend of June 5th
and 6th in Ste. Genevieve, MO. Your participation is vital to the success of our Department, and
I encourage all members to attend. We welcome your valuable input and ideas.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Mark Coplin DC, Missouri

Released this 29th Day of March 2026

Attested:
Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheell, PDC
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri SUVCW Department of Missouri SUVCW
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

WWW.SUvCwmo.org

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communiqué NO. 15
Series 2025-2026
31 March 2026

2026 Department Donations and Fundraising Initiatives
Members of the Department of Missouri,

As our Department is a registered 501c3 organization, we encourage members to

consider donating to our Department. A tax receipt can be provided. Donations are easy to
make by going to our webpage suvcwmo.org and clicking the donation button to make Paypal
donations. Donations can even be checked as reoccurring, even one dollar a month adds up if
twenty people are doing that.

Currently, the Department's primary source of funding comes from annual dues, set at $6.00 per
member and, unfortunately, membership is declining. We are seeking suggestions for additional
fundraising opportunities. Challenge Coins, Raffles, Blazers with a sewn SUVCW logo have
been suggested but we need your input! Please feel free to share your ideas by contacting

me or another department officer via email. Members are also invited to present their proposals
in person during the Encampment in June, held in Ste. Genevieve, MO. Your active
involvement is essential to the continued success of our Department, and we urge all members
to participate and contribute their perspectives.

Should you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to reach
out.

Mark Coplin, DC Missouri

Released this 31st Day of March 2026

Attested:
Mark Coplin, PCC Gary Scheell, PDC
Commander Secretary
Department of Missouri SUVCW Department of Missouri SUVCW
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI

WWW.SuvCwmeo.org

Mark Alan Coplin
Commander

commander@suvcwmo.org

Department Communiqué NO. 16
Series 2025-2026
21 May 2026

2026-2027 Department Officers and Committee Members Wanted
Members of the Department of Missouri,

The Department of Missouri will hold its Encampment in Ste. Genevieve on June 5 and 6. I
encourage you to attend and take part in the work of the Department, as our success depends on
members who are willing to step forward and serve.

I also hope to be re-elected to continue serving as Department Commander. For the 20262027
year, we are seeking volunteers for the following roles:

« Senior Vice Commander

« Junior Vice Commander

« Treasurer

« Chaplain

» Eagle Scout Coordinator

o Encampment Site Committee Chair

If you cannot attend the Encampment but would still like to volunteer for one of these positions,
please let me or Brother Gary Scheel know.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to reach out.
Encampment details and registration information are available on the Department website.

Released this 21st Day of May 2026 Attested to:

Mark Coplin, DC, PCC Gary Scheel, PDC

Commander Secretary

Department of Missouri SUVCW Department of Missouri SUVCW
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