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DARIUS A. BROWN (November 3, 1869 – 
November 3, 1938), elected mayor of Kansas 
City on the Republican platform of 1910, is a 
native of Kansas, having been born in 
Jefferson County, November 3, 1869, the 
son of Jacob M. and Emiline Brown. In June, 
1893, he was graduated from the University 
of Michigan, and February 8, 1899, married 
Helen Prescott. They have two children. 
 
Mr. Brown came to Kansas City in 1891 and 
from the first took a conspicuous part in the 
political life of the city. After serving for two 
years as city attorney, Mr. Brown became a 
court reporter in the Jackson County circuit 
court, in which capacity he served five years.  
 

For two years prior to his nomination for mayor in 1910, he served the city as an 
alderman and it was his stand for the rights of the people which brought him into the 
mayoralty race. Defeating Harry G. Kyle for the nomination by the Republican party, 
Mr. Brown won the election over Judge Andrew F. Evans, Democrat, by a majority of 
about 2,500. 
 
The Brown administration was the first under the new charter and it fell to Mr. 
Brown to see that innovations, such as civil service, were carried out. Standing firmly 
for an impartial interpretation of the charter, Mr. Brown brought upon himself the 
criticism of the "bosses' in his own party and, in the face of much opposition, made 
his administration one of the cleanest the city ever had. The work on the new Union 
Depot and the Twelfth Street Trafficway was begun during his administration. His 
stand for "what is square and right” made a few bitter enemies and a host of close 
friends and admirers. He was unanimously endorsed by the Republican party in 
March, 1912, for reelection, but was defeated by Henry L. Jost, Democrat. 



Mr. Brown is an associate member of the Kansas City Press Club. 

 He lived at 6520 Linden Rd, Kansas City with his wife, Nelle Prescott, who 

proceeded him in death. While mayor , he lived at 3641 Wyandotte Street. He died on 

Nov 3, 1938 and is buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Kansas City, MO. 

 

 


