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FROM Missouri Journal of Numismatics Vol 11 July 1986 
 

Missouri's "Man of the Hour" by John A. Bush 

 

[Information about Frank Blair Monument starting at the bottom of page six and 
continuing on page 7] 

 
 The unveiling of the Blair Memorial Statue, which is now located at the northeast corner 
of Forest Park in St. Louis, Missouri, took place at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 21, 1885.  (The 
statue had been erected on May 10, 1885.)  It was an imposing ceremony to which 15,000 people 
were spectators.  The weather was not favorable for the event because of thunderstorm activity 
the entire day.  The crowd was not as great as it was thought it would be, but it was nevertheless 
large enough to amount to a grand demonstration.  The Union Depot, from noon until the 
departure of the last train for the park, at four p.m., was crowded.  Nearly every vehicle in the city 
had been brought into use to convey spectators to the park.  Among the speakers were St. Louis 

Mayor David R. Francis, General William Tecumseh 
Sherman, Missouri Governor [and former Confederate 
Major-General John Sappington] Marmaduke, Illinois 
Governor Koerner, Major James F. Rollins, and Colonel 
T.T. Gantt.  At the close of Mayor Francis' address, the 
statue was unveiled by Mrs. Christine Graham, the eldest 
daughter of Frank Blair, Jr., who, with one pull, set free the 
flag with which the monument had been draped.  The 
statue, the work of a young St. Louis artist Wellington W. 
Gardner, cost $10,000.  The original location was in the 
middle of the road at the intersection of Kingshighway and 
Lindell Boulevard, but when the road was redesigned, the 
statue was moved to its present location. 

 
 Small souvenir medals were sold at the dedication 
ceremony for twenty-five cents.  The large bronze souvenir 
medallions have the inscription from the monument and the 
Missouri Seal.  The inscription from the monument reads:  
"The Herald and Standard Bearer of Freedom in Missouri;" 
"The Creator of the First Volunteer Union Army of the 
South;" "The Indomitable Free Soil Leader of the Great 
West;" "The Patriotic Citizen Soldier & Incorruptible 
Public Servant."  

 
PHOTO: Souvenir Medal from Monument Dedication 
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3 Pictures of Frank Blair Monument  after the move. Probably 1930s 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1906 Blair Monument 


