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Events on the Horizon Scheduled So - Far  
 

July 17                Train Day in DeSoto 
July 24  10am ς Grant Remembrance Day ς US Grant NHS, (White Haven) ς Affton, MO 
August 4 ς        National Encampment Setup ς Frontenac Hilton  (Volunteers Needed) 
August 5 ς        ¢ƻǳǊǎ ϧ bŀǘΩƭ 9ƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ς Frontenac Hilton 
August 6 ς        National Encampment ς Frontenac Hilton 
August 7 ς        National Encampment ς Frontenac Hilton 
August 8 ς        National Encampment Closing ς Frontenac Hilton Clean-up (Volunteers Needed) 
August 29 2pm ς 56th USCT Remembrance ς Missouri Civil War Museum & Jefferson Barracks 
Sep 18               DeSoto Fall Festival 
Sep 24 - 26       Battle of Pilot Knob, Pilot Knob, MO 
Oct 1  6pm -     Central Region Association Allied Orders Conference, Murphysboro, IL 
Oct 2  9am -     Central Region Association Allied Orders Conference, Murphysboro, IL 
Oct TBD  10am Department Meeting ς Jefferson City or TBD 
Oct  24 2pm -   Sherman Remembrance Day ς Calvary Cemetery, St Louis 
Nov 11 ς           Veterans Days Ceremonies 
Nov 12 ς            140th Anniversary of the Founding of the SUVCW ς Site-TDD 
Nov 20 ς            Remembrance Day - Gettysburg 

 

Editorôs Comments by Walt Busch, PDC 

The only two things I got are that we need help at the National Encampment and the 

following question: 

Who is buried in the plot next to General Don Carlos Buell in Bellefontaine Cemetery, St. 

Louis, MO?  (Answer on back page) 
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distributed, shared, copied, etc. freely and it is requested that proper credit be given to the M-SUVCW and any mentioned authors. 



 

Collectorôs Corner 

National Encampment, St. Louis, 1887 

Douglas Roussin 

General Thomas C. Fletcher, Camp 47 

National Encampments of the Grand Army of the Republic were always a big celebration for the 

hosting Department and the city in which the encampment was held.  The National Encampment 

held in St. Louis was no exception.  The many activities held that week would be copied by other 

cities during their encampments in years to come.  The 21st National Encampment in St. Louis 

was held September 26 to October 1, 1887.  During the encampment there were many activities. 

These included guided tours of St. Louis and 

surrounding areas.  There were banquets, also a large 

parade.  The parade schedule for Tuesday, was postpone  

to Wednesday do to rain.  But the rain continued that 

day.  At 11:00 the parade began as thousands of Civil 

War veterans marched down Franklin Avenue and 

turned onto Twelfth Street.  It appeared to be a sea of 

mushrooms as thousands of umbrellas fought the rain.   

The Grand Banquet was held and what a stir with the 

arrival of General Fairchild, the National Commander, 

and General Sherman as they entered the banquet hall. 

Officially there were 547 delegates to the Encampment, 

but many veterans showed up for the parade, banquet 

and the many other activities or just to get a look at the 

dignitaries. 

The official badge of the encampment has a silver top 

with the membership star in ñMissouri Copperò.  From 

the suspension bar is a gold ribbon which attaches to a 

silver circular disk with the portrait of John Logan, 

encircled with the inscription: ñ John A. Logan, 

Patriot, Statesman, Model Volunteerò.  On the reverse appears the Missouri state 

seal and is inscribed, ñDelegate 21st Natôl. Encampment, Grand Army of the 

Republicò.  950 of these badges were struck.  The badge came in a small plain box.  On the 

inside of the box, in script, was the following.   This badge of sterling silver is 



presented on behalf of the citizens of St. Louis by the General 

Executive Committee on the entertainment of the 21st Annual 

Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic held at St. 

Louis, this September 26th to October 1st,1887.  The copper star is 

Missouri copper.  Only 950 official silver badges were struck offó.    

These boxes are extremely rare today and only few are known to exist.   

 

Other badges were made and sold as souvenirs of the 

encampment.  One similar to the official badge has a pin 

bar with the membership logo in the center.  Below the 

pin bar is a gold ribbon which holds a circular drop.  A 

portrait of General Lucius Fairchild is on the drop.  

Around the edges 

is inscribed, 

Commander in 

Chief, GAR.   On 

the reverse, 21st 

National 

EncampmentðSt. 

Louisð1887.  

There were many 

other souvenir 

(unofficial) badges, 

canteens and items 

sold to the 

thousands of 

veterans and their 

families who came 

to St. Louis for the 

encampment.  Below are a few of these items.  To the 

right is an exceptionally rare encampment badge.  It was 

worn by members of the Committee on Medical Corps.  It 

was their duty to aid the sick during the encampment. The 

ribbon has been stabilized by being sewn to the cross bar.   



This miniature canteen is covered in 

brown felt on one side and blue on 

the other.  The reverse has 

intertwined GAR letters.  The side is 

stamped, G.A.R. Encampment, 

1887.  This canteen is one of the 

earliest examples of a miniature. 

This size may have been introduced 

at this encampment.  Next to the 

canteen is a small badge. It is in the 

shape of a knapsack with a small 

canteen stamped, St. Louis, 1887.  

The top was a stock piece and used 

many times.  The canteen drop could 

easily be stamped with information and added to the top pin bar.  A similar badge was made for 

the annual encampment hold in Chicago and also has the date 1887.   

 

This small canteen is only 1 inch across.  It was probably the 

drop of an unknown badge. It is silver plate with intertwined 

GAR letters.  Around this is St. Louis, September, 1887.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

Each Department had a special ribbon made for 

their delegates to wear at the National 

Encampment which distinguished them from 

all others.  Here are three of these ribbons, 

Iowa, Mass., and New Jersey.    

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Members of the Department 

of Missouri had a ribbon of 

bright blue with gold letters.  

The pin bar had an eagle 

sitting on cross rifles, and a 

cannon with cannon balls.  

In gold letters, Department 

of Missouri, G.A.R. 21st 

National Encampment, St. 

Louis, Sept. 27, 1887.   

 

Some Missouri Post had 

badges made for their 

delegates.  The badge on the 

right is from the General 

Lyon Post.  The ribbon is 

attached to a GAR pin bar 

and has a picture of Gen. 

Lyon.  Below his portrait is, 

21st Annual Encampment, 

St. Louis, September, 1887.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Front and 

back of 

Wabash 

card. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above card was sent to Chicago Grand Army Posts 

in July, 1887, from the Wabash line.  Part of the card is 

missing. 

 

 

This is the personal invitation to General W.T Sherman 

for the banquet to be held at the Lindell Hotel, 

September 30, 1887.  This invitation is in the collection 

of my wife, Kathie Roussin.  Can you imagine the stir 

as he entered the building for the banquet.   

 

 

 



Collectorôs CornerðPart 2 

21st National Encampment, St. Louis, 1887 

There were many badges worn at the 21st National Encampment in St. Louis.  But two unusual 

badges stand out.  The first badge which measures 11 inches is stunning in detail.  It was made 

for the Geo. H. Thomas Post 5 from Illinois.  What stands out about this badge is the wording.  It 

reads:   Illinois/Geo. H. Thomas/Post No. 5/Escort to the Commander-in-

Chief/21st National Encampment/St. Louis, Mo./September,1887.               

It is not clear what all their duties were, but they did act as a 

mounted guard during the Grand Parade and protected the 

review stand after the parade from the thousands of 

veterans who came to see the Commander-in-Chief, 

General Sherman and the other dignitaries.   

The Geo. H. Thomas Post was located at Chicago.  It was 

first chartered August 20, 1873, as Post No. 6 but was 

renamed Post 5 September 1, 1876.  General Phil Sheridan 

was a member of this post until his death in 1888.  This 

may have been why the post was selected to be an escort 

during the 21st encampment.   

 

 

The E. K. Wilcox Post was also awarded special honors at 

the 21st National Encampment.  Their ribbon read: 

ñE. K. Wilcox Post 16/G.A.R./Armed 

Battalion/Springfield, Mass/Escort to the 

Commander in Chief/Sept., 1887/St. Louis, 

Mo.ò   

What was this Armed Battalion to the Commander-in-

Chief?  Post 16 is located in Springfield, Mass.  They were 

widely known throughout the Grand Army as a precision 

drill team.  They had marched in many parades and 

demonstrated their many skills.  Because of their fame as a 

drill team, they were invited to attend the National 

Encampment and were given a place of honor in the Grand 

Parade.  In order to get train fare from Springfield to St. 

Louis, they had many fundraisers including a ball and other 

activities.  On the day there left Springfield, they were 



given a great sendoff.   The local WRC made the boys a great breakfast before escorting them to 

the train to St. Louis.  Arriving on Monday morning, the boys marched to Washington Park 

where other members from Mass., had already set up a tent 

city for the encampment.  On that 

Monday there were many receptions 

for the boys to attend.  These had 

been set up to welcome the delegates 

to the encampment.  The boys would 

wake up Tuesday to storms and a 

constant rain.  Because of the 

weather, the Grand Parade would be 

canceled until Wednesday. But the 

rain would continue.  Not willing to 

cancel the parade a second day, it 

would go on.    At 11:00 a squad of 

local Mounted Police would lead the 

parade down Franklin Avenue and 

turn on Twelve Street.  Grand 

Marshall Grier, his staff, and the 

Logan Post followed on horseback.  

They were followed by the Wilcox 

Armed Battalion.  Refusing 

umbrellas, the Armed Battalion did 

what they came to do.  What a show 

they put on!  To the delight of the 

crowd, they performed the maneuvers they were famed for.  

Following the Armed Battalion came the Commander-in-

Chief, Lucius Fairchild.  He was followed by 20 carriages 

with war governors and other dignitaries including General 

Sherman.  These dignitaries would take the grandstand.  

Following the Commander-in-Chief were thousands of 

veterans marching by Departments.  The Department of 

Missouri marched last as was the custom for the hosting 

Department.  The procession passed under the first 

triumphant arch which depicted battle scenes, portraits of 

Lincoln and Grant.  For the next hour and half, the veterans 

passed the reviewing stand as the rain continued to fall.  The 

Missouri Department took almost a half hour to pass the 

reviewing stand. 

The Armed Battalion left St. Louis on Thursday night and arrived at Springfield, Mass. on 

Sunday morning.  The ladies of the WRC welcomed them with hot coffee and sandwiches.  The 

information on the activities of the Armed Battalion can be found in newspaper articles of the 

Springfield Daily News, Sept./Oct., 1887. 



Collectorôs Corner Part 3 

National Encampment, St. Louis, 1887 

Grant Memorial Badge 

 

While the Grant Memorial 

badge is common, it is still 

quite interesting.   The medal 

was sold at the National 

Encampment in St. Louis, 

1887.  An eagle with 

outstretched wings holds a 

circular drop.  On the medal are 

five figures representing the 

branches of service, army, 

navy, cavalry, artillery and 

engineers.  Surrounding these 

figures is this inscription:  21st 

National Encampment-

G.A.R.  Below the 

figures is inscribed: Souvenir-St. Louis, Mo.  The reverse has a laurel branch 

wreath pattern and around this is inscribed: ñTo Commemorate the Greatest 

Reunion of the G.A.R. Veteran soldiers Since the Civil Warò.  Inside the 

laurel wreath is another inscription.  ñThe proceeds from the sale of this medal are 

donated to the Grant Monument Fund by the Executive Committee, St. 

Louis, 1887ò.  It is interesting that so many words could have been put on this medal.  The 

proceeds of this medal were for the construction of a monument, today called Grantôs Tomb.  

General Grant had selected three sites for his final resting place.  The first was St. Louis where 

he had lived before the war and his wifeôs family was from there.  His second choice was 

Gallena, Illinois, his boyhood home and the third was New York City where he had lived during 

the latter part of his life.  The City of New York offered a piece of land in Riverside Park to the 

Grant family after his death and it was accepted.  The cost of his tomb would be $600.000.  It 

would take another 10 years before the final dedication on April 27, 1897.  In 1902, Julia, his 

wife, would join the General.   

In most cases the 1887 Grant Memorial badge is found without its original background American 

Flag ribbon.  It is rare to find this badge with this ribbon.    

 



 

Doug Roussin is holding his new 

book, ñWhat the Boys in Blue Left 

Behindò.  This book is a Pictorial 

Encyclopedia of the Memorabilia of 

the Civil War Veterans.  The book is 

a collectorôs guide with over 600 

photos of both common and rare 

items.  The book can be ordered 

directly from Doug.  The cost to 

SUVCW members is $30.00 with free 

shipping.  

Mail Check to: 

Doug Roussin 



MissouriΩs Aging GAR Veterans Remembered 

Stretching the Truth, Nothing Unusual for a Swabbie (Wink, Wink, Say No More) 

  August Moreau served from February 11, 1863 to February 10, 1864 aboard Gunboat No. 12 USS 
Curlew, a vessel that did almost constant convoy duty with the Mississippi River Squadron.  Moreau, upon 
enlistment at age sixteen, was a citizen of Texas.  As a native of Paris, France, he is notable for being among the 
last nine foreign born Civil War survivors.  Moreau reenlisted on August 26, 1864, and served on Grampus, 
Neosho, and Great Western until his final discharge August 20, 1865.  
 Moreau, as an ancient mariner, enjoyed a wide reputation (perhaps he encouraged it) as the last 
survivor of the USS Monitor ð a myth, for he ever served on the East Coast.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To prove how strong his bridge across the Mississippi 

was, James Eads, designer of part of the brown water 

navy during the Civil War, had 14 locomotives chug 

across it, all supported by the bridge at the same time, 

on July 4, 1874.  The ceremony began with the driving 

in of the last spike on the bridge.  The driver was none 

other than Lt. General William T. Sherman. 

- One of many interesting facts in the book, Haunted 

St. Louis by Troy Taylor. 



Vanishing Line Article from old St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Tom Longmire found our website and thought we might like to read these articles he found in 

his Grandfather's house. R. L. Miller is my great grandfather.  

 



MEMORIAL DAY ACTIVITIES OF VARIOUS MEMBERS 

Grant Camp Life Member 

Gregory Wolk attends 

services at Mound City 

(Illinois) National Cemetery 

(which was held downtown 

as the  cemetery was closed 

to ceremonies.  Pictured 

with Craig (aka General Grant) 

 

PDC John Avery, Grant Camp, presents a 

GAR wreath in ceremonies held at 

Manchester, MO. 

(Now PDC) Sumner Hunnewell 

gives at keynote address at the 

St. James Camp ceremonies in St. 

aŀǊȅΩǎΣ ahΣ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƻƴ ол 

May.  The St. James Camp 

ceremonies had members of four 

camps and 5 PDCs attending.  (So 

much for I-Phone color filters. 



Panorama of the St. 

aŀǊȅΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ 

PCC Joe Difani of the 

closed Sherman/Billy 

Yank Camp 65 of St. Louis.  

His ancestor, Lt. Bernard 

Difani, was buried at the 

{ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ  

GAR Post 273 of nearby 

Perryville was named for 

.ŜǊƴŀǊŘΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ [ƻǊŜƴȊΦ 

 



 

PDC Randal Burd, Jr, 

and DC Sumner 

Hunnewell at St. 

aŀǊȅΩǎ. 

 

Below ς PDC Martin 

Aubuchon (2nd Lt in 

the 2nd Regiment 

Missouri Infantry, Co. 

A) commands the 

honor guard salute. 

 

 


