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Events on the Horizon Scheduled So - Far  
 

 
Oct 1  6pm -     Central Region Association Allied Orders Conference, Murphysboro, IL 
Oct 2  9am -     Central Region Association Allied Orders Conference, Murphysboro, IL 
Oct TBD  10am Department Meeting ς Jefferson City or TBD 
Oct  24 2pm -   Sherman Remembrance Day ς Calvary Cemetery, St Louis 
Nov 11 ς           Veterans Days Ceremonies ς Probably 56th USCT Remembrance ς Jefferson Barracks 1pm 
Nov 12 ς            140th Anniversary of the Founding of the SUVCW ς Site-TDD 
Nov 20 ς            Remembrance Day ς Gettysburg 
Dec 25-              Christmas 

 

Editorôs Comments by Walt Busch, PDC 

Iõve received comments in the past as editor of the Unionist, but they were usually only ògood jobó or 
you spelled my name wrong.  After all these years as PDC Randal Burd, Jr,  is about to take the 
reigns of editorship (in 2022), I have finally gotten some comments on an article.  They are both on 
the same article.  Last edition I asked in the editorial who was next to General Buellõs family 
gravesites in Bellefontaine and said the answer was on page 92.  Here are the two comments I got. 
 
COMMENT ONE  
 
Wed 6/30/2021 7:47 PM 
[To Me and Commander Scheel] 
Walt,  
 I really enjoyed the latest issue of the Missouri Unionist, at least until I reached the last page. 
 Was Limbaugh a member of the SUVCW?  If not, why include a photo of his grave?   
 The unfortunate intrusion of modern politics into another hereditary organization caused me 
to seriously consider resigning from our local chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution last 
year.   
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 I've been a member of the SUVCW since 1994. I certainly hope I don't have to think about 
leaving our organization as well. 
  [NAME WITHHELD  ð Even though I was given permission to use it!] 
----------------------------------- 
MY ANSWER AS TYPED FROM MY IPHONE:  
no politics  just interesting fact that he is next to a civil war general.  just as interesting as who is 
buried right across the street from the tomb of the unknown? answer audie murphy.   
but glad to hear that my third to last issue before handing over editorship to someone else 
FINALLY got someone to comment on an issue 
so can i publish your comment? 
in fcl 
walt busch 
------------------------------------------------- 
COMMENT NUMBER TWO  
 
Tue 6/29/2021 8:01 PM 
P92 is awesome! 
  
In FC&L, 
BP 
Brian C. Pierson 
Commander-in-Chief 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
-------------------------------------------- 
My final thoughtsé 
I learn from negative comments as should most people.  It helps me to learn my mistakes, what I 
should avoid and what is sensitive.  A police chief I worked for got aggravated occasionally at me 
because òthat dñn Walt did it again!ó That is until my captain pointed out that I did not do it again, 
but did it slightly differently and therefore complied with his last order.  I then got new orders.   
 I thought the trivia was interesting and knew it could be controversial.  If I had shown the 
grave of Teddy Kennedy as being next to a Civil War general, would that also be inserting politics 
into our organization? It probably would be political if I also commented about his Chappaquiddick 
incident.  A picture without comment of a gravesite invoking comments from two people just 
proves the power of photographs and that people will interpret pictures to their own 
Weltanschauung (world view ð philosophy of life). I thank both people for their comments above.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Best of Collectorõs Corner       
By 

Douglas Roussin, PCC 
 
Membership Badges of the G.A. R.  How to determine its age! 
  
Most people know what a membership badge of the G.A.R. looks like. Or do they?  The 
membership badge has gone though a number of changes in its existence.  A careful examination of 
badges reveals a lot of variations.  Did you know that the original membership badge was really not 
a badge at all.  It was a small pin about 1 inch long.  It was used from 1866-1869.  We refer to this 
pin as the 3BN (3rd Battalion) badge.  This badge was gold or silver and displayed cross flags with 
the branches of service, cross rifles and swords, cannon and an anchor.  The 3 BN badge was 
replaced on December 28, 1869, with a new style badge.  This newer badge is referred to as the 
òMOHó badge.  This badge was designed to look like a Medal of Honor, (MOH).  The new design 
has an eagle on top with its wings upward.  The eagle set on top of cannon.  Hanging from the eagle 
is an American Flag with a star below it.                              

The center of the star has the Roman God 

ñMinervaò.  She is the god of wisdom and war.  

The star also has a soldier and sailor with children.  

The points of the star has the branches of service.  

This badge was criticized for looking to much like 

the Medal of Honor and a new eagle was designed 

with the wings going straight out, 1882-1886.  Two 

eagles variations of this badge exist.  The tips of 

the wings can be rounded or pointed.  The back of 

the eagle is smooth with no design.  Later, the last 

change to the membership badge was made with 

the addition on the back of the eagle of a campfire 

scene, (1886-1956).  This badge remained in 

existence until 1956 with minor variations. 

 

Pictures to Left: Far Left is Past Officer ï Mass. 

Drop & to its right - Presentation  
 



         1866-1869                          1869-1882                         1882-1886                            Rank Bar     
        
 Today, some badges can be found with the eagle replaced by a rank bar.  The bar was used 
to show the various officers in the post that a member could hold.  Upon leaving that office the 
eagle was reattached and the bar was pinned to the flag.  The officerõs badge was changed with the 
addition of colored strips on each side of the flag to show the colors for post, department and 
national organizations.  The colors are blue, red and yellow (gold).  Sometimes a small drop was 
added to the rank bar to show a particular department.  A member was supposed to only have one 
bar on the flag.  This is usually his highest office, but many times these badges are found with 
several rank bars attached.  Many òspecialó membership badges were made and presented to 
members on occasions.  These badges can be quite elaborate in their design. 
 How do you date a badge?  First look at the style of the badge.  This will give a range of 
dates.  Next, look for a letter and number stamped on the edge of the star.  Not all stars will have 
one.  The letter is the first letter of the National Commanders last name.  As most National 
Commanders serve only one year, the badge can be dated.  The problem is that some Commanders 
had last names that started with the same letter.  This can give you several possible dates.  So the 
style of the badge is important in helping to determine a date.  Still, some badges cannot be 
determined this way and a range of dates are possible.  The table below has the letters and possible 
dates of each badge. 
 
A.   1890, 1894, 1919, 1925, 1940  N.   1909, 1936, 1941 
B.   1904, 1905, 1907, 1908, 1913, 1920 O.   none 
C.   1897     P.   1892, 1915, 1917, 1922, 1949 
D.   1943     Q.   none 
E.   none     R.   1888, 1901, 1929, 1937, 1939, 1948 
F.   1887, 1930 S.   1899, 1900,   T.   1902, 1906, 1912, 1932 
1903, 1918, 1924, 1935, 1945   U.   none 
G.   1898, 1911, 1914, 1942, 1946, 1947 V.   1891, 1910 
H.   1920, 1928     W.   1889, 1893, 1896, 1923, 1927, 1933 
I.    1926     XYZ   none 
J.   1931, 1944      
K.  1905, 1921      
L.   1895  
M.   1916, 1933, 1934, 1938 
 
From the Missouri Unionist in June 2014       Author PCC Douglas Roussin  
  
 
 



 



 



 



Florence Geneva Pool Wilson 

peacefully left this world behind and entered Heaven's Glory 

on Tuesday, Aug. 31, 2021, at the home of her daughter and 

surrounded by love. 

 Florence was born on Oct. 4, 1922, to Charles Parker and 

Clara Bell Straw Pool in Blackburn, Arkansas. She grew up 

in the hills of the Devils Den area. She had the honor of being 

one out of five living daughters of a Civil War veteran. 

Florence was united in marriage to Harry O. Wilson on Jan. 

1, 1946. To this union eight children were born, Jimmy, 

Bobby, Henry, Irene, Charlotte, Ronnie, Connie and Donnie. 

 Florence was saved as a young lady and spent her life 

glorifying God in her daily walk with Jesus. She was truly an 

example of a Proverbs 31 woman. She was a devoted 

member of Enon Missionary Baptist Church for over 70 

years. She dearly loved her church and her church family. 

 Florence was a very dedicated homemaker, wife, mother and grandmother. 

 Second only to the Lord, her family was her life. She was the picture of true contentment; 

she dealt with whatever life threw at her with her unwavering faith. She showed unconditional 

love, kindness and genuine warmth to everyone. She had the purest heart, a naivety about her 

that was so precious, and she was so very humble. Not that she thought less about herself, but 

that she thought of herself less. She was a delight to her family and friends, with her amazing 

sense of humor and delightful joy. She was so much fun to tease; she was more fun than any toy 

her children ever had. She never knew how many she was feeding until we sat down at the table, 

and she could pull a meal together with a moment's notice; she loved feeding people. However, 

the biggest desire of her heart was that all her children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews all be 

saved and in Church serving the Lord. She didn't want anyone missing on that great reunion day. 

Florence was preceded in death by her husband, a granddaughter, Sydney, a stepgrandson, Joe 

Garretson, five brothers, Raymond and James Booth, Charles, John and Garland Pool, and two 

sisters, Golda Booth Casey and Viola Booth Turney. 

 Florence is survived by one brother, Willam ñBillò Pool; five sons, Jim (Missy) Wilson, 

Bob (Pat) Wilson, Henry (Leanna) Wilson, Ronnie Wilson and Donnie (Susie) Wilson; three 

daughters, Irene Biellier, Charlotte DeBauche and Connie (Stacy) Sikes; 13 grandchildren, 

Melissa (Charlie) Choate, Paul (Julie) Wilson, Debby (Jeff) Chronister, Jim Wilson, Jeff 

(Shawna) Nelson, Summer (Josh) Wright, Dennis Wilson, Gabriel (Amanda) Cotton, April 

(Brandon) Raymond, Caleb (Dena) Wilson, Nikki Garretson, McKenzi (Kyle) Akers and Bailey 

(TJ) Bryant; 24 great-grandchildren and seven great-great-grandchildren; and a host of nieces, 

nephews and friends. 

 If you would like to make a memorial donation, it can be made to the Enon Missionary 

Baptist Church or to the Enon Cemetery. 

 Services were Friday, Sept. 3, and burial followed in Enon Cemetery in Wishart. 

 



A Little History from the Ph elps Campôs Union 

Defender 



 

 

Robert Mueller of St. James Camp found this picture of the Frank Blair Post 

Headquarters during the 25 th  National Encampment in St. Louis.  This 

should be the building that was on Market St  where the modern day Post 

Office is. . 



DEPARTMENT TELEGRAPH  

Photos from the 2021 National E ncam pment in St. Louis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

Color Guard L-R: Lt. Martin A ubuchon,  Sgt. Mark Coplin,  A 

Member Dept of  Kansas , Unknown Person, S gt. Bob Au Buchon, 

Captain Robert Amsler, Jr., and Musician Dan Jackson.  All 

named people members of US Grant Camp 68 and 2nd  Regiment 

Missou ri Infantry , Co. A 1861.  

 

 



 

Chaplain Jerry, Dept 

of Illinois  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commander -in -Chief 

Brian P ierson and the 

Auxiliary P resident 

Wanda Langdon  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Missouri Gifts to the Commander at the Campfire  



 

Top Picture: Wilhelmi Camp 17  

Bottom Picture: DC Gary Scheel and PCinC Ed Krieser finally figure out WaltΩs 

directions to the better Chinese Restaurants.  Having had to use Google Translate as 

his notes were in German. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New C-in -C Michael Paquette  

 

 



Commanderõs Message 

Department Commander Thoughts 
 It has been a busy schedule since the last newsletter.  We have had an Allied Orders National 
Encampment in St. Louis.  If you missed this you missed an excellent 
opportunity to see how our organization works and how there are so many 
other organizations that belong to the Allied Orders.  Sometimes we forget the 
importance of the other organizations and that the SUVCW are not on their 
own in honoring Civil War Veterans. 
 Our National Encampment in St. Louis this past August was a huge 
success.  One of the reasons it was a success is because of the members of the 
Department and others who spent long, hard, hours working on this 
encampment.  There were four of the five Allied Orders holding their 
conventions/encampments and this has not occurred since the 2007 National 
Encampment, which by the way was also planned by basically the same 
committee.  We should be proud of those on our National Encampment 
Committee.  If you see one or communicate with one of these memberõs be sure to express your 
appreciation and thanks. 
 
The National Encampment Committee and those who helped in one way or another. 
Chairman ð Bob Petrovic, Grant Camp  Secretary/Treasurer Walt Busch, Grant Camp 
Robert AuBuchon, Grant Camp   Don Palmer, Grant Camp 
Jim Morrison, Grant Camp    Sumner Hunnewell, Fletcher Camp 
Randal Burd, Jr. , Fletcher Camp   Ed Krieser, Phelps Camp.    
Cher Petrovic, ASUVCW    Kim Palmer, Decoration of tables and more 
 
Helped in Clean-Up and other areas   Sons of Veterans Reserve Color 
Guard 
Doug Roussin, Fletcher Camp    Captain Robert Amsler, Jr.  Commander 
Gary Scheel, St. James Camp    Captain Randy Baehr 
Randy Baehr, Wilhelmi Camp                                                 2nd Lieutenant Martin Aubuchon 
John Palmer, Grant Camp                                                        Sergeant Robert AuBuchon 
Glen Alsop, Wilhelmi Camp    Sergeant Mark Coplin 
Ron Burke, Wilhelmi Camp                                                     Corporal Sumner Hunnewell 
Patrick Burke, Wilhelmi Camp                                                Musician Daniel Jackson (Piper) 
Dale Crandell, Wesport Camp 
 
Sandy Walther, Civilian 
Deborah Aubuchon, Civilian 
Kim Palmer, Civilian   
Sara Palmer, Civilian 
Sylvia Hunnewell, Civilian 
 
 I would also like to say Thank You, to the different camps and members who purchased 
loyalty bonds to help provide the money to help finance it. 
 We are a little less than one month away from our department meeting is scheduled for 
October 16th at 10 a.m. at the Missouri River Regional Library in Jefferson City.  The address is 214 
Adams St, Jefferson City, MO 65101 



 I would love to attend your activities or a camp meeting.  Please invite me.   
Please let me know when you have a new member join.  I would like to send them a welcome letter 
from the Department Commander.   
 I can be reached at somewhere1@sbcglobal.net or text/call 573-702-4584 
 
In Fraternity, Charity & Loyalty 
Gary L. Scheel 
Department Commander 
 
 
 
Regarding New Members 

Brothers, 
 
I request that when you get a new member that you please send me his name, and 
address.  I am sending ñWelcome to the Department of Missouri SUVCW" letters from 
the Department Commander.   
I have received some but I am encouraged by the number of new members we are 
receiving.   
Department of Arkansas has had six new members that I know of recently and Brother 
Joe sent me their names. 
I know it probably doesn't mean much but I figured it doesn't hurt. 
Also please at your meetings make sure that the members of your camp know of the 
Department meeting coming up on October 16th at the Missouri River Regional Library 
in Jefferson City. 
 
In F, C & L, 
 
Gary L. Scheel 
Commander 
 

General Thomas Fletcher Camp 47 at 

the Battle of Pilot Knob Reenactment, 

Sep 25-26, 2021 

mailto:somewhere1@sbcglobal.net


 



 



 
 

            



 

 

 


