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Metal/Plastic 40 in h x 36 in w x 24 in deep t-style marker

See Attached
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Stand alone marker commemorating the Union Church in Pilot Knob which was the meeting hall for the US Grant GAR post there.

10/27/2014

Walt Busch US Grant Camp 68

1240 Konert Valley Dr Fenton

MO 63026 314-630-8407

SUVCW

XX



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Battle of Pilot Knob State Historic Site  (October 2014) 
4BPK-W009, The Union Church at Pilot Knob 

New wayside base: NPS Yorktown Green wayside base to display interpretive 
panel at 45 degree angle. Source: exhibit inventory. 

New interpretive panel: 36.0”w x 24.0”h, high pressure laminate output 
requested. Initially , provided laminated cast vinyl on 0.125” polymetal for a 
quicker display for visitors.  

 

 

 

This 1910 photo of Fort Davidson from Pilot Knob Mountain was taken at an angle 

rarely seen in old 

photographs. Missouri State Parks photo from Leonard Wright Collection 

 

American Civil War (1861-1865) 

Battle of Pilot Knob, Sept. 26-27, 1864 

The Union Church at Pilot Knob 

You are standing near the junction of Maple and Lucas Streets where the 

Union Church once stood. Originally built around 1860, the non-denominational 

church was torn down in the 1920s. It served as a meeting place for Union troops 



during the Civil War. According to some accounts, the church also occasionally 

served as an army dance hall. It provided for both the military needs of the soldiers as 

well as some of their comforts. 

After the war, the church served as the meeting place for Union veterans. From 

1904 until World War I (1914-1918), veterans met there, then marched to the fort to 

reminisce around a fire.  

One of the few accounts that mentions the Union Church during the battle 

states the “whiz, bang” opening of the Battle of Pilot Knob caused Sgt. John Delano 

to scramble to the stables east of here, mount a horse and speed past the church to 

Fort Davidson, barely ahead of the attacking Confederates. 

The “camp-fire” of the Grand Army is a mere assemblage of comrades 

absolutely on an equal footing, regardless of former rank, yet subject to self-imposed 

discipline ... when they sing their old war songs, tell their old war stories, or in the 

soldier’s phrase, “swap lies”… For mathematical accuracy, one should go to the 

interesting tables of statistics compiled by adjutants general, but for the living radiant 

truth, commend me to the “camp-fire.”    — Gen. William T. Sherman 

 

 

 

 



 

 


