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From The History of Jasper County starting at page 717 
 
Dr. Robert B. Tyler -- In all Joplin, indeed in the whole of Jasper county, there 

is no man in any walk of life who is more respected and loved by old and young, by 
rich and poor alike than is Dr. Robert B. Tyler.  His whole life has been spent in 
seeking to benefit others; his one ambition has been to serve his fellowmen.  His 
maxim is to look up, not down, to look out, not in, and lend a hand.  His knowledge of 
human nature has taught him to look upon the errors of others in sorrow, not in 
anger.  From the time when he was a mere lad he had had great determination of 
purpose, balanced by good common sense.  He has made his own way in the world 
and knows how to appreciate the difficulties of a man struggling to gain a livelihood 
or of a student striving to acquire an education.  Although he is very positive in his 
opinions, he is most charitable toward the views of others and does not insist that it 
is necessary to think his thoughts in order to be right.  In short, he is a man whom to 
know is to love and admire. 

 
Robert B. Tyler was born in Westmoreland county, Virginia, March 12, 1854.  

His father, Walter Hannibal Tyler, grandson of John Tyler, was also a native of 
Virginia, the family being of English descent.  Walther Hannibal's entry into this world 
was made in 1801.  The scene was a large cotton plantation of over two thousand 
acres, worked by several hundred slaves.  Wealth surrounded him and enveloped 
him.  He inherited his father's acres but was also a physician and surgeon.  Possibly 
it was because of this profession and the misery with which he was brought in 
contact that he was led to believe the slavery system was all wrong.  At any rate 
when the Civil war broke out he sided with the Northerners, lost everything he 
possessed and moved with his family to Washington, District of Columbia.  He had 
married Julia Grimshaw, a beautiful lady of Virginia birth, whose family had lived in 
Kentucky for many generations and were related to John C. Breckenridge.  She died 
when Robert was an infant and was thus spared the privations which her family 
endured.  Walter Hannibal died in March, 1863, at the age of sixty-two. 

 



Robert was a proud spirited little lad, very large for his years.  During the first 
year of the war he had heard much about it and he was filled with the boyish longing 
for adventure; perhaps, too, even at a very early age he was fired with the desire to 
help the slaves in their fight for freedom.  At any rate, when he was but eight years 
old, April 10, 1862, he ran away from home, after his father had refused his 
permission to allow one of such a tender age to leave the parental roof.  He 
succeeded in securing a berth as cabin boy in the United States navy; because of 
his mature appearance and actions the officers thought he was much older than he 
really was.  He was a participant at the battle of Fort Sumter and other fights that 
took place in the middle and southern Atlantic.  Having once started out, his brave 
spirit was undaunted by the scenes of horror which he witnessed or the hardships he 
was forced to endure.  He continued in the navy for three years and six months, until 
the close of the war in October, 1865.  About a year after he left home his father 
died, so that the boy, a man in experience but a babe in book knowledge and years 
found himself at the age of eleven alone and almost destitute.  He went to 
Binghamton, New York, and, realizing that if he was to grow up to be a man of whom 
his Virginia ancestors might be proud -- if they were living -- the first thing necessary 
was for him to acquire an education.  He entered the public schools in Binghamton 
and by dint of hard work added to his naturally quick mind, and he got through 
school when he was no older than the rest of his fellow students.  For the next seven 
years he taught in various parts of New York state; his teaching, however, successful 
though it was, was not the height of his ambition.  He earned a livelihood in the 
pedagogical field and at the same time read and studied medicine.  At the end of 
seven years he abandoned teaching and entered the office of Dr. H.H. Ney, of 
Wellsville, New York, and studied under him for two years.  He proved a most 
capable assistant and pupil, but unless he received his diploma he would never be 
able to be anything more than an assistant, so, with the approval of Dr. Nye, he 
entered the Buffalo, New York, Medical College and was graduated in 1879.  He 
returned to Wellsville and entered into partnership with his old friend and teacher, Dr. 
Nye.  The arrangement was highly satisfactory to both doctors and their patients and 
continued until October, 1881, when he decided to strike out for himself.  He came 
west and arrived in Joplin October 8, 1881.  At that time Joplin was only a mining 
camp and there were very few physicians here.  He foresaw, however, that in time it 
would be the prosperous, thriving center it now is and so started his work.  He has 
been here in the practice continuously ever since (1911) excepting some few months 
spent each year in hospital work in New York, Chicago and St. Louis.  He specializes 
in gynecology and obstetrics and is one of the leading physicians in the southwest.  
He is progressive in his methods of treatment and there is no new theory or 
discovery in connection with his profession that does not receive his immediate 
examination and scrutiny.  He is a member of the city, county, state and American 



Medical associations.  For a number of years he was president of the Jasper County 
Medical Society and for thirteen years he was local surgeon for the Kansas City, Fort 
Scott and Memphis Railroad (now the Frisco System) and also local surgeon for the 
Missouri Pacific Railroad.  It might be thought that a man who as attained such 
eminence in his profession would not have the leisure to do anything else, but it is 
not so with Dr. Tyler.  He is an active factor in politics' he is an ardent Republican 
and was mayor of Joplin in 1890 and 1891, the first mayor under the present charter 
converting the town from a mining camp to a city.  He is at present (1911) a 
candidate for mayor and it is whispered will probably be a candidate for congress.  If 
there were more such men as Dr. Tyler in politics the system would not be so 
vituperated as it is today.  Dr. Tyler, however, is hopeful ; in politics as well as in 
religion, he looks forward and not backward for the millennium.  Outside of his 
practice the Doctor conducts a well-established and fully equipped drug store, 
situated at 922 Main street.  He owns valuable farm lands in the county and has at 
various times been active in mining.  He is recognized as the first man in this section 
to raise thoroughbred horses.  He has raised, trained and raced some of the best 
thoroughbreds on the turf, both trotters and pacers. 

 
April 18, 1882, soon after his arrival in Joplin, Dr. Tyler married Miss Maggie 

Heathwood, daughter of Thomas Heathwood of Massachusetts, a woman as 
beautiful in spirit as she is strong, calms, deliberate, dignified, leisurely.  She is gay, 
graceful, sprightly, sympathetic.  She is severe upon occasion and upon  occasion 
playful.  She has fancies, dreams, romances, ideas.  She organizes neatness, order 
and comfort, but they are merely the foundation whereon rises the temple of her 
home, beautiful for situation, the joy of her family.  This union has been blessed with 
four children.  Walther H., was born in Joplin, January 19.1884.  He is married to Ora 
Elizabeth Sowder and is associated with his father in the drug store.  Robert M., born 
Joplin, May 23, 1887, married Miss Pearl King, whose family are residents of Joplin; 
he is engaged in the oil business.  Dorothy F., born in Joplin, September 24, 1893, is 
now attending high school here (1911).  Harry B., born in Joplin, May 30, 1898, is 
now in the grammar school here.\ 

 
Dr. Tyler is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of the 

Modern Woodmen of America and of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.  
In each one of these orders there is no man who is better known and more popular 
than Dr. Tyler.  He is a member of the First Presbyterian church and his membership 
is not honorary but active.  Indeed it would be impossible for Dr. Tyler to be 
associated with any movement, whether professional, political or religious and not 
perform the duties pertaining thereto.  He is one of the youngest members of the 
Grand Army of the Republic.  Indeed if one did not know his history it would seem 



incredible that one of  his years could have taken part in the Civil war.  Dr. Tyler is a 
very pleasant, hospitable gentleman.  He has always been very charitable and it is 
said has done more for the poor of Joplin than any other individual in the city.  He is 
known as the Poor Man's Friend.  He is a great lover of children and he is known and 
loved by every child in town.  He stands for right, honesty and justice tempered with 
mercy.  In regard to his many other noble characteristics the tenor of his life speaks.  
It is safe to say that the good that he has done will not be interred with his bones, but 
will live and thrive and grown even after he has crossed the threshold. 

 
ADDENDUM :  
He attended the last Missouri GAR encampment in 1940 representing Post 

14.  He lists his service as USS Racer, Navy.  He lived at 2228 Pearl St, Joplin.  It is 
possible that he remarried later in years as his wife is listed as Rosa Tyler age 63 on 
his death certificate.  On April 2 1941 he died from colon cancer.  He is buried at 
Fairview Cemetery, Joplin, Mo. 

 



 
 
  

 
 
 
 

  










