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Events on the Horiz on i n The Next Quarter  
July 4  DeSoto Parade ð Fletcher Camp & Guests 
July 18  Grant Remembrance Day ð Grant Nat Hist Site  
August 9 Historic Lindsey cemetery, Republic MO ð Ray Historic Marker Dedication 
August 30 56th USCT Ceremonies at Missouri Civil War Museum ð Not Confirmed 

 

Editorôs Comments by Walt Busch, PDC  
 

I just finished reading Slavemaster President:The Double Career of James Polk by William Dusinberre.  Mostly the book 
concerned Polkõs dealings before and during his Presidency as a slave master.  Apparently, since he died shortly after leaving 
office, he didnõt have time to sanitize his papers concerning his slave dealings (purchasing young slaves taken from mothers, 
separating families, punishing, etc.).  The book is interesting detailed reading, similar to reading The Peculiar Institution by Kenneth 
M. Stampp, but on family level.  This leads me to the point that I always admired Polk as President because he said he would do 
4 things prior to leaving office and did them.  He promised to place the US-Canada Boundary above the Columbia River, gain 
California (and Texas) from Mexico, reduce tariffs, and institute an independent treasury.  Unfortunately, the book very definitely 
and strongly taints my image of him as at least three of these are tied to slavery. 
 If you ask anyone what is the first war Americans fought over slavery, most Americans would answer òthe Civil War.ó 
Wrong answer.  Americans (Texans and Davy Crocket) fought Mexico to be free of Mexicoõs law against slavery.  Slavery 
increased five-fold in Texas after that war.  In 1846, Polk wanted to extend slavery to all of the southwest and also planned to 
take more land in what is now northern Mexico.  He didnõt get everything that he wanted because his ambassador went against 
his orders and made peace with Mexico.  Polk then refused to pay the ambassadorõs salary.  Polk hoped to extend slavery across 
the southwest including southern California.  The Oregon question was a plan to divert attention to all the slave lands under the 
Missouri Compromise that were being acquired and the tariff was increasing the price of British imports (the Southõs trading 
partner), and forcing them to buy northern goods. 
 Polk succeeded in all keeping all his promises in 4 years and left office, dying in 1849 of cholera.  His vision of Manifest 
Destiny for America was a vision of Manifest Slavery.  The book has clearly changed the image of this President that I previously 
had.  It was also during Polkõs presidency that talk of seceding started if slavery was not allowed to extend to the Pacific.  While 
the book probably would be boring to most readers, those interested in a Presidentõs handling of slaves during his life time and 
slavery on a personal level should find it most interesting.   
 By the way, Polk had no intention of freeing his slaves after his death.  He bought them to provide a good income in 
retirement for his wife and him.  If the Civil War didnõt happen, many of his slaves would never have seen freedom as his wife 
lived into the 1890s. 

ANSWER TO BACK PAGE: òThe Emperor Alexander II and President Abraham Lincoln" by Russian sculptor - 
A.Burganov.  In front of the Russian Federal Archives. The statue was dedicated in 2011 to mark the 150th anniversary of the 
freeing of Russia's serfs. 

 

The Missouri Unionist is copyrighted 2020 by the Missouri Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (M-SUVCW).  The Missouri SUVCW Logo is 
copyrighted 2020 by the M-SUVCW.  Use of the logo is prohibited without the permission of the M-SUVCW.  Articles and photos may be 
distributed, shared, copied, etc. freely and it is requested that proper credit be given to the M-SUVCW and any mentioned authors. 

Throughout this issue are photos from the 1938 Gettysburg Reunion of the Blue and Grey ς Most not 
seen by the public since the time.  They are part of a collection made by Marian Kornbleet who helped 
care for Past Missouri GAR Commander Jonathan Hollingsowrth.  These were copied recently by Walt 
Busch and Gary Scheel courtesy of Catherine Bell, the owner of the collection.  Plans are for the entire 
photographed collection to be added to our webpages after Walt gets done editing them.   



 

 
 

James Sylvester Cunningham 

May 4, 1925 ð May 14, 2020 
 
James Sylvester Cunningham, 95, of Columbia passed away May 14, 2020, at Columbia Post Acute. James was born 
May 4, 1925 near Ashland, the son of James W. and Cordelia Taylor Cunningham. He graduated from Ashland High 
School in 1943. 
 
He served in the U.S. Navy during World War II serving on the USS Uvalde in the Pacific Theater and being awarded 
the Combat Action Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Medal and two Battle Stars. He was called back to service during 
the Korean War and was assigned to the Seabees (MCB-6). He was discharged at Brooklyn Navy Yard in August 1952 
as a Chief Petty Officer. 
 
He married Alva Jane Sappington in Ashland on Aug. 9, 1947.  He was survived by his wife, Alva, of the home; 
granddaughter, Vivaca, and her husband, Chet Crowser, and three great-grandchildren, Arden, Nora and Holden 
Crowser, all of Missoula, Montana; and many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his daughter, Laurel 
Jane Cunningham Fuemmeler, and five brothers, Robert, Harold, Hartley, Lewis and twin John. 
 
James retired from MFA Oil Company in 1990 as Secretary-Treasurer after 43 years of service. He was a member of 
various Masonic organizations, Twilight Lodge #114, York Rite, Tiger Shrine, Moolah Shrine, Eastern Star, KYCH 
and others. He was also a Life Member of the American Legion, VFW, Seabees of America, AMVETS and 40 & 8. 
 
Other memberships include IOOF, Knights of Pythias, Sons of Confederate Veterans, Sons of Union Veterans ð 
Columbia Tiger 
Camp, Sons of 
the American 
Revolution, First 
Families of 
Missouri, Ira P. 
Nash Chapter of 
the War of 1812, 
and proud to be 
a great-great 
grandson of Ira 
P. Nash, one of 
the first settlers 
of Boone 
County prior to 
1800. 
 
Due to the 
current public 
health guidelines, 
a private family 
graveside service 
was held at New 
Salem Cemetery 
in Ashland. 
 



 

 

Alan Wayne Heidbreder 

(1946-2020) 
 

 Alan Wayne Heidbreder, age 73, of Columbia, passed away on May 16, 
2020 at Boone Hospital in Columbia. 
 
Alan was born near Russellville, the son of Guilford Heidbreder and Edna 
(Rockelman) Heidbreder, both of whom preceded him in death.  On June 
14, 1969, Alan was united in marriage to Rosalyn Duvall, who survives. 
Along with his wife, Alan is survived by numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and a special Godchild. 
 
He graduated from Russellville High School in 1964. After high school, 
Alan went to Lincoln University and graduated in 1969. He was also 

preceded in death by one brother, Carl Heidbreder. He served in the U.S. Army from September 1969 to August 
1971. He was an accountant at MFA Inc, Columbia Office Supply, Woodhaven and OATS. 
 
Alan was a member of St. Andrewõs Lutheran Church in Columbia and served as the church treasurer for many years. 
He was a member of the American Legion Post 202 in Columbia and was a member and officer with the Columbia 
Tiger Camp, Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War. Alan volunteered and took his flight with the Central 
Missouri Honor Flight. He was an active member of Central Missouri Wood Carvers and volunteered at the Columbia 
Senior Activity Center. He loved to travel and collect Native American artifacts. His family fondly remembers his love 
of antiquing. 
 
Per the CDC recommendations, social distancing recommendations were observed. The visitation was held from 
noon to 3 p.m. on Wednesday, May 20 at Windmill Ridge Funeral Service, with the service following at 3 p.m. with 
Rev. Earl Fuller officiating. Interment was at the Sappington Community Chapel Cemetery with full military honors. 
 
Memorials are suggested to Central Missouri Honor Flight and the Columbia Senior Activity Center. 
Online messages to the family may be contributed at www.windmillridgefuneralservice.com. 

NO FLAG IN CHURCH?  --  The below 1925 report from a member of GAR Ransom Post 131 indicates that they had an 
issue with Holy Cross Lutheran Church allowing a flag draped coffin inside the church.  The German congregation, a 
founding member of the Lutheran Church ς Missouri Synod, would never have allowed any flag (including the 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦƭŀƎύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ²²LΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛŎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƭŀƎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƴƻǘ Iƻƭȅ /ǊƻǎǎΦ  It was clearly a case 
ƻŦ άǊŜƴŘŜǊ ǳƴǘƻ /ŀŜǎŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ /ŀŜǎŀǊΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳƭ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ 
the body, rising on Judgement Day, belongs to him too. Hence, no flag! 
 There is no comment about whether they were successful in bringing in the flag draped coffin.  But reading 
between the lines, it seems the pastor protested, but in the end allowed it.  Now just wait until the Unionist editor 
has a chance to explain corporate (public) prayer and why true Christians sƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǉŀrticipate in it! 

http://www.windmillridgefuneralservice.com/


 

 
 

Larry Leslie Von Behren (1943-2020) 
 

Born 11 October, 1943 in Hermann, Gasconade County, Missouri, 
passed18 June 2020 St. Louis County, Missouri (age 76). His parents were 
Leslie Michael and Stella Selma (Schaumburg) Von Behren. Larry had one 
sister Shirley Emma (Von Behren) Oberg (Curtis Wayne).   Larry was 
christened at Swiss Evangelical Reform Church in Swiss, Gasconade County, 
Missouri, attended church in Hermann, at the St. Paul Evangelical Church, 
was confirmed there. 
 Larryõs grade school is now a museum, òHistoric Hermann Museumó. 
He began his freshman year at Hermann High School. In 1958 his family 
relocated to St. Louis City, Missouri.  Larry finished high school at Cleveland 
High School. While in high school he was on the tract team as a pole vaulter 
and was a coach to several ladies soccer teams. Larry then went on to attend 

St. Louis Community College and Washington University. 
 Attending Trinity Evangelical & Reform Church, which became a United Church of Christ, he attended 
Sunday School and sang in the choir, where he met and married Nancy Carolyn Terry on 14 October 1961 years. They 
later belonged to St. Lucas United Church of Christ.  
 During high school he worked at Calamon Shoe Company and worked for a neighbor manufacturing parts. 
After high school he started work at Anheuser-Busch; first in Traffic Department, then to Bakery Products, and to the 
Computer Area where he was a Burster Boy, main frame operator, shift supervisor, supervisor, and manager, retiring 
after 40 years in 2000.  Through the years Larry played softball at Anheuser Busch and on several other teams, played 
golf, love to hunt and fish, and took many vacations with family camping, hiking enjoying the outdoors, scuba diving. 
Loving to photograph his travels and especially nature close ups.  
 Larry and Nancy have a son, David Edmund Von Behren, wife Linda Marie (Rohan) Davidõs children are, 
KaDee Marie Rosner (Elmer William (Billy) Rosner III), Kourtney Ellen Von Behren, KC Mitchell Von Behren, and 
Madison Rae Holliday, and a great grandson Elmer William (Will) Rosner IV.    
 Larry farmed on both his parentõs farm and after Nancyõs father passed, managed and farmed their farm. 
When his dad, Leslie, passed they purchased the farm from his stepmother, Margie. When Nancyõs mother, Garnett 
passed, they became owners of two farms, one in Danby, MO and one in Rhineland, MO. In 1999 they sold the farm 
in Jefferson and Ste. Genevieve County.  
 Larry traced his Von Behren family line back to 1590, to his 8th Great Grandfather, living at Nordhemmern, 
Westphalen, Prussia, Germany. His Schaumburg family line traces to his 5th Great Grandfather in Vollmarshausen, 
Kassel, Hesse, Germany. His 2nd Great Grandfather was sent to America in the Hessian Army under General Ralls in 
the American Revolution and was at the Battle of Trenton.  He returned to Hesse, but most of his children came to 
America. Larry thought himself to be 100% German until he found Great Grandfather Michael Wettling was born in 
Soultz-sous-Forets, Alsace, Bias-Rhine, France.   Great Grandmother Mary Jane (Fenton) Hale/ Wettling was born in 
Tremont, Clark County, Ohio, her family goes back to his 3rd Great Grandfather William Fenton born in Ireland and 
her maternal side goes back to a 6th Great Grandfather, Johann Georg Pence or Bentz from Virginia.  Also there is a  
2nd Great Grandfather Heinrich Ulrich Hoffer (Hofer) born in Canton Aargau, Switzerland.   
 Larry took up playing the harmonica, guitar, banjo, and ukulele, joining the St. Louis Banjo Club at the 
Turners Hall and the belonging to the SLUG as a lifetime member. He was a member of the St. Louis Camera Club, 
giving many programs and heading the Mississippi Valley Salon for 2 years. Larry was able to hang a photo at the 
Sheldon for the St. Louis Camera Club 100 Years exhibition. Larry was a member of Missouri Nature and 
Environmental Photographers and gave programs for them. Larry was a member of the German- St. Louis Research 
Group; St. Louis Genealogical Society; the old German Genealogy Special Interest Group; Civil War Museum; Bosque 
de Apache Wildlife Refuge; Gateway Metal Detecting Club; Gasconade Historical Society; and, US Grant #68 Sons of 
Union Veterans of the CivilWar, though his Great Grandfather Michael Wettling.  
 Larry was buried at Swiss Evangelical Cemetery, Swiss, Gasconade County, MO.  Memorials may be made to 
Swiss Evangelical Reformed Cemetery, American Cancer Socity. C/O Toedtmann & Grosse Funeral Home.  



 

R~{{tr¤~¢Ą£ R~¢}t¢     

By Douglas Roussin 2020 

 
Several years ago, while at a Civil War show, I ran into this unusual relic of the Civil War.  It is a Union officerõs sword 
which was mounted on a rubberized canvas.  It had at one time adorned the wall of a G.A.R. post.  This is that story. 

 
The Post Relic Sword:   Andrew William Drips was born in 

1826, in Pennsylvania.  At an early age he was apprenticed and 
learned the skill of printing.  Andrew Drips married Margaret Ann 
Jacobs March 21, 1850.  They soon moved west and by 1853, had 
settled in Garnaville, Iowa.  He became a copyist in the county 
records office.  He soon after became a postmaster and worked as 
publisher for the Clayton County Herold.  He sold the paper and 
moved to Maquoketa, Iowa, where he purchased an interest in the 
local paper, Maquoketa Excelsior.   

Upon Lincolnõs call for 300,000 volunteers to protect 
Washington, in 1861, Andrew Drips organized a company of 
infantry at Dubuque, Iowa.  He was elected Captain and the 
company was accepted into federal service, September 24, 1861, as 
Company A, 9th Iowa Infantry.  The company was sent to St. Louis, 
Mo., in October and performed picket duty at Pacific, Mo.  
February 1862, the 9th Iowa was sent to Southwest Missouri.  On 
March 6-8, 1862, the 9th participated in the Battle of Pea Ridge.  It 
was here on 7 March 1862, while leading his men, that Captain 
Andrew Drips was shot on his right side and killed.  His effects 
were sent to his wife.  Margaret Drips would later remarry and 
became Margaret Ann Knight.   

On the 25th anniversary of his death, his wife presented his officerõs sword in a public ceremony to A. W. 
Drips, Grand Army Post No. 74.  This post had been chartered April 21, 1882, in Maquoketa, Iowa.  There were 68 
charter members.  The post survived until February 19, 1930, when it was dissolved and its contents dispersed.  On 
the day Captain Drips sword was presented to Post 74, another sword was also presented.  It belonged to Captain 
Kelsey.  What became of this sword is a mystery. 

 

 



 

Commander Hunnewellõs Initial  Message 

²ƘŜƴ L ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΣ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇect.  I 
came home after my first Fletcher Camp meeting and I told Die Frau [the 
wife]Σ ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳΦέ  L ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ŀ /ƛǾƛƭ 
²ŀǊ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳΣ ōǳǘ L ŀƳ Ƙŀppy as a member of the SVR to do so 
now. 
 I went to my first department meeting soon after. I understand that 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
department level, but many of us come from different backgrounds and 
experiences.  Adding new people can bring new perspectives and ideas.  
Encourage people to attend.  Carpool.  As we come up to our 2021 National 
Encampment, it will be even more important to connect our Department 
with Camps. 
 Making a lot of pies can get you thinking, and I was thinking of how 
Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty play out in our organization. 
 What makes a successful work team and a successful camp is a level 
of Fraternity.  We call each other brothers and we need to act like it.  PCC 
Mark Coplin has started a process in his camp to match members who are 
active and attend camp meetings with those who cannot for various 
reasons.  We find that some members have been dead for many months 
before we know of it.  Consider doing this at your own camp.  The more we 
stay connected, the more we learn about each other, the more we treat 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ όōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎύ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜ άƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦέ  !ƴŘ ōȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ 
with people personally, I think we have the opportunity to retain brothers in 
our camps. 
 As for Charity, I will ask that you give me a good dose of that.  I am 
stiƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǇŜǎΦ  ²ƘŜƴ L ōŜŎŀƳŜ W±/Σ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ άƘƻǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘέ ς that this was a step up to 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƳŜΦ  LΩŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ 
you then second-hand from someone else.  Some of you will be better at pointing out my mistakes than others.  
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ hYΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ Ŏǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƭŀŎƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘƘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘ 
sayǎΣ ά²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƭƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƴeighbor, betray him, slander him, or 
ƘǳǊǘ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ƘƛƳΣ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǿŜƭƭ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘŜǎǘ ǿŀȅΦέ  9ŀǎƛŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ 
than done, even for Luther, even for us. 
 Every generation questions authority and the same happens today.  Our ancestors fought for an ideal: to 
uphold the Constitution and maintain the Union.  Our loyalty should continue in that vein.  Loyalty to county and 
loyalty to each other. 
 In a yeŀǊΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǳǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ St. Louis 
9ƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ Missouri and Arkansas encampment.  I am always impressed (but not surprised) that when 
the encampment is held in some ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ state and 40 guys stand-up for that department.  I would like to 
see that next year for Missouri and ArkansasΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƻŦŦ 
without help. We will need volunteers to man various positions but, even if you cannot volunteer your time, you 
can attend.  At the National Encampment, you are a part of a chain of tradition that goes back to the late 1800s, 
using many of the same rituals that harken back to the Grand Army of the Republic.  It is a good feeling to know 
that you are keeping a worthwhile tradition alive. 
 I want to strengthen our ties with the Daughters of the Civil War 1861-1865.  I would like to see a day 
where no Camp or Tent decides to take part in a public even without involving the other side.  We have the 
same purpose.  We are a part of the Allied Orders.  We should act like it. 



 

 My plans are to visit Camps this year.  My calendar fills up pretty quickly due to commitments that I have 
with other organizations.  I will try to make things work. 
 Our JROTC/ROTC program was curtailed this year.   I am hoping that we reach some normalcy next year, 
so we can present awards statewide. 
 L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ t5/ /ǊŀƴŘŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ D!wǎ ŜƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘǎ 
in Kansas City and St. Louis, as well the work of honoring Medal of Honor recipients, who are interred in 
Missouri. 
 I applaud all camps that are taking an active role in their communities either by grave markings, grave 
registrations, parades, encampments, public speaking, school visits, among other things. It is important that we 
let people (especially the press) know that the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War is not a re-enacting group 
but a fraternal organization. 
 I want to thank everyone that has helped me on this journey.  It is good to be among brothers who share 
the same passion to honor not just our ancestors but what they fought for. 
 Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

Left - Former Missouri GAR Commander Jonathan Hollingsworth and caretaker Marian at  75th Anniversary of 
Gettysburg ς 1938;  Right Top ς Boys Scouts at Gettysburg; Right Bottom ς Hollingsworth, Weatherton & 

Henderson at Gettysburg - -Catherine Bell Collection 
 



 

PICTURES FROM THE EDITORõS RECENT TRIP TO 

WISCONSIN & MINNESOTA  

A matched set of Colt Revolvers and Colt Revolving Rifles at House on the Rock in Wisconsin. 

 

Scenes from the Northfield MN bank, scene of the James Gang Bank Robbery, in which 3/4ths of the gang were 
either captured or killed by townfolk and farmers. 

The inside of the bank with 
the exterior safe door shown 
open.  It was unlocked and so 
was the safe door inside it, but 
a bank employee bravely made 
the robbers believe that the 
safe was locked and he didnõt 
have a key.  The employee 
later lost his life in the 
robbery. 

All the Younger brothers were 
captured and/or injured in 
this robbery and all ended up 
in prison in Minnesota.  Three 
other bank members were 
killed either during the 
robbery or later by a 1000 
man posse.  The only two 
people to get away from this 
robbery were Frank and Jesse 
James. 



 

The gunbelt of Cole Younger.  With so many gang members captured in town, their artifacts were stripped from them 
as souvenirs and many have ended up in the bank in care of the Northfield Historical Society. 

 

Not part of my 
travels, but on my 
recent visit to.  
Battle of Pilot 
Knob SHS.  I 
photographed this 
recent acquisition. 
This is the signature 
of Brig Gen (of 
Militia) James 
McCormick, for 
whom our former 
McCormick Camp 
was named. 

 



 

DEPARTMENT TELEGRAPH 

THE 2021 NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT NEWS! 

MEDAL SET NOW AVAILBLE FOR PURCHASE! 

We still need people to buy loyalty bonds, but for those who want something tangible for their money right now, 
here is the new challenge coin/medal set we are selling for the 2021 Encampment.  You can get yours now! 

 
This is the official encampment medallion.  A souvenir 
one is also going to be made and is available only to 
those attending.  However, one more medallion is 
planned.  If we get the permission from the other 
groups joining us at the encampment (Daughters, 
Auxiliary, etc.) we plan on producing a special edition 
GAR- Allied Orders Medal in limited edition.   
 
The pictured set can be ordered by sending a check 
written out to òDepartment of Missouri SUVCW and 
mailing it to: 
 
Walt Busch 
1240 Konert Valley Dr 
Fenton, MO 63026 
 
If  you have any ideas for inexpensive products we can 
make for the encampment, please contact Bob Petrovic, 
chairman of the committee, at rpetro7776@aol.com or 

Walt Busch, sec-treasurer of the committee at wbusch@suvcwmo.org.  
 

ACCORDING TO SUVCW  
HISTORIAN BOB WOLZ, THERE HAS 
NEVER BEEN AN APPROVED MEDAL 
WITH JOINT ALLIED ORDER 
SYMBOLS ON IT. GET THIS HISTORIC 
MEDAL NOW! 

mailto:rpetro7776@aol.com
mailto:wbusch@suvcwmo.org


 

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR  

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI  
www.suvcwmo.org 

                           Dale Crandell, PDC Commander 
    Kansas City, MO 64114-1927 

 
DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 6 

Series 2019-2020 

7 Apr il 2020 

25th Encampment of the Depart ment of Missouri  
 
In  accordance with the Department Bylaws, Article II,  the  Department of Missouri shall hold an annual Encampment 
on the 1st Saturday in June at a place determined by the Departmentõs Encampment Site Committee with notice given by the 
Department Commander. 

 
Date: Saturday, 6 June 2020 
Ti me: 9:00 am 
Location: Conservation Room, Bass Pro Shop, 18001 Bass Pro Drive, Independence, Missouri 

 
If a coronavirus related cancellation is issued for Kansas City, Independence, or Jackson County a separate 
Department Order will be issued to move the encampment to our alternate location. 

 
Date: Saturday, 6 June 2020 
Ti me: 9:00 am 
Location: Missouri River Regional Library, 214 Adams Street, Jefferson City, Missouri 

 
If  a coronavirus related cancellation is also issued for Jefferson City or Boone County, a separate Department 
Order will be issued to hold a remote video-audio conferencing encampment, following General Orders #17 and 
#22. 

 
Date: Saturday, 6 June 2020 
Ti me: 9:00 am 
Format: Zoom Meeting (https://zoo m.us) 

 
Regardless of the location or format, attendees to the Department Encampment must complete the registration form and 
pay $7 if pre-registering and $10 if registering onsite.  The registration form is available at: 

 
http://w ww.suvcwmo.org/2020-department-encampment.html 

 
Per Department Policy 402, all elected and appointed officers, and committee chairs should attend and submit written reports 
and recommendations to the Department Commander and Department Secretary at least one week prior to the date of 
the meeting (30 May 2020).   All Past Commanders-in-Chief, Past Department 
 
 
Commanders, and the Department Commander are automatic delegates at the Department Encampment.  The Department 
Secretary provides credential cards for Department Officers. 
 
All Camps are requested to submit written reports and recommendations to the Department Commander and Department 
Secretary at least one week prior to the date of the meeting (30 May 2020).  Camps are encouraged to elect their quota of delegates 
to the Department Encampment.   All Past Camp Commanders and Camp Commanders are automatic delegates at the 
Department Encampment.  The Camp Secretary provides credential cards for Camp officers and delegates. 

http://www.suvcwmo.org/
https://zoom.us/
http://www.suvcwmo.org/2020-department-encampment.html


 

 

 
Per  Department  Policy  400,  a  delegate  must  present  their  credential  card  and  membership  card  to  
the Department Secretary in order to vote at the Department Encampment.   Per Department Policy 100, 
all Department Officers must wear their membership badge.   All Camp Officers and delegates are 
encouraged to wear their membership badge. 

 
Ordered this 7th Day of April, 2020,                                     
Attest: 

 
Dale Crandell, PCC                                          Edward Krieser, PCinC 
Commander                                                     Secretary 
Department of Missouri                                  Department of Missouri  
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War       Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

 

 

 
 



 

 

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF 

THE CIVIL WAR DEPARTMENT OF 

MISSOURI  
www.suvcwmo.org 

Dale Crandell, PDC 

Commander 

Kansas City, MO 64114-1927 

commander@suvcwmo.org 

 

DEPARTMENT ORDER NO.  7 

Series 2019-2020 
   17 May 2020 

Passing of Brother James Sylvester  Cunningham 
 
With sorrow, the Department of Missouri, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War reports the 

passing of Brother James Sylvester Cunningham on 14 May 2020.  Brother James was a member 

of the Tiger Camp #432 where he faithfully served as Camp Chaplain and held the highest honor 

of Past Camp Commander. 
 
Chief Petty Officer James Cunningham served in the U.S. Navy during World War II abord the 

U.S.S. Uvalde where he received the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, Philippine Liberation 

Medal, Combat Action Ribbon, and two Battle Stars. He returned to naval service during the 

Korean War serving with Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 6 (Seabees).  He was a member 

of the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
 
In memory of Brother James Cunningham, the Departmentôs Charter and website shall  be draped, 

all  Camp Charters and websites shall  be draped, and all  brothers shall  attach a black mourning 

ribbon to their membership badge. Following the Departmentôs mourning policy, this Order shall  

remain in effect for fourteen days from this date. 
 

 
 
Ordered this 17th Day of May, 2020,                                    Attest: 
 
Dale Crandell, PDC                                                                Edward Krieser, PCinC  

Commander                                                         Secretary 
Department of Missouri                                                         Department of Missouri 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War                         Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
 

 
 

 

 

 

More Scenes from 
Gettysburg 1938 
-Catherine Bell 

Collection 

http://www.suvcwmo.org/


 

 

More Gettysburg 1938 

Photos ð Catherine Bell 

Collection 



 

 

 



 

 

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI www.suvcwmo.org 

 

Dale Crandell, PDC Commander 

Kansas City, MO 64114-1927 

 commander@suvcwmo.org | dcrandell@swbell.net 
 

 
DEPARTMENT 
ORDER NO. 9 
Series 2019-2020 

20 May 2020 
25th Encampment of the Department of Missouri 

 
This is a revision to Department Order #6 to change the meeting location and pre-registration 
deadline. 

 
In accordance with the Department Bylaws, Article II,  the  Department of Missouri shall hold an 
annual Encampment on the 1st Saturday in June at a place determined by the Departmentõs Encampment 
Site Committee with notice given by the Department Commander: 

 
Date: Saturday, 6 June 2020 
Time: 9:00 am 
Location: Woods Chapel, 1040 Woods Chapel Road (I -490 & Woods Chapel), Leeõs 
Summit, Missouri 

 
Attendees to the Department Encampment must complete the registration form and pay $7 if pre-
registering and 
$10 if registering onsite.  The pre-registration deadline is extended to 30 
May 2020. 

 
http://w ww.suvcwmo.org/2020-department-encampment.html 

 
Per Department Policy 402, all elected and appointed officers, and committee chairs should attend and 
submit written reports and recommendations to the Department Commander and Department Secretary 
at least one week prior to the date of the meeting (30 May 2020).   All Past Commanders-in-Chief, Past 
Department Commanders, and the Department Commander are automatic delegates at the Department 
Encampment.  The Department Secretary provides credential cards for Department Officers. 

 
All Camps are requested to submit written reports and recommendations to the Department Commander 
and Department Secretary at least one week prior to the date of the meeting (30 May 2020).  Camps are 
encouraged to elect their quota of delegates to the Department Encampment.   All Past Camp 
Commanders and Camp Commanders are automatic delegates at the Department Encampment.  The 
Camp Secretary provides credential cards for Camp officers and delegates. 

 
Per Department  Policy  400,  a  delegate  must  present  their  credential  card  and  membership  card  to  
the Department Secretary in order to vote at the Department Encampment.   Per Department Policy 100, 
all Department Officers must wear their membership badge.   All Camp Officers and delegates are 
encouraged to wear their membership badge. 
 
Ordered this 20th Day of May, 2020,                                    Attest: 
Dale Crandell, PDC                                                               Edward Krieser, PCinC 
Commander                                                                            Secretary 
Department of Missouri                                                         Department of Missouri 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War                              Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

 

http://www.suvcwmo.org/
mailto:commander@suvcwmo.org
mailto:dcrandell@swbell.net
http://www.suvcwmo.org/2020-department-encampment.html


 

 

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF 

THE CIVIL WAR DEPARTMENT OF 

MISSOURI www.suvcwmo.org 
 

Dale Crandell, PDC Commander 
Kansas City, MO 64114-1927 

 commander@suvcwmo.org | 

dcrandell@swbell.net 
 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 10 
Series 2019-2020 

23 May 2020 
 

Memorial Day Observance 
 
As the descendants and lawful heirs of the GAR, each of us pledged during our membership induction to 
always observe the day set aside as Memorial Day, sacred to the memory of Union Soldiers and Sailors.  
General John Logan, while serving as Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) 
issued General Order #11 on May 5, 1868 establishing Decoration Day, which we now call Memorial 
Day: 

 
Designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who 
died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, 
village, and hamlet church-yard in the land. In this observance no form of ceremony is prescribed, but 
posts and comrades will in their own way arrange such fitting services and testimonials of respect as 
circumstances may permit. 

 
We have this past year received reports of the final muster of several brothers from Missouri and 
Arkansas, and ask for prayers and condolences for their families and camp brothers: 

 
Donald Alwine of U.S. Grant Camp #68 
James Cunningham of Columbia Tiger Camp #432 
Robert Hammack of Lt. Colonel J. Felix St. James Camp #326 
Alan Heidbreder of Columbia Tiger Camp #432 
Carl Wattenburg, Jr. of U.S. Grant Camp #68 

 
Whether commemorating the observed Memorial Day on Monday, May 25th or traditional Memorial Day 
on Saturday, May 30th, members of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War throughout 
Missouri and Arkansas are asked to take time to honor our fallen veterans and lost brothers. 

 
 
Ordered this 23th Day of May, 2020,                                    
Attest: 

 
Dale Crandell, PDC                                          Edward Krieser, PCinC 
Commander                                                       Secretary 
Department of Missouri                                     Department of Missouri 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War           Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
 
 

http://www.suvcwmo.org/
mailto:commander@suvcwmo.org
mailto:dcrandell@swbell.net


 

  



 

 

For the Unrevised Department Order No 1, visit the 
department website. 

Another Gettysburg 1938 Photo ð Catherine Bell Collection 

 



 

 

From the Catherine Bell Collection 



 

 

Camp Dispatches 

Phelps Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured ς Benjamin Fullagar 
 
Newspaper Clipping from the 
Democrat and Chronicle  
Rochester, NY 19 Mar 1917 



 

 

 

Since today is Decoration Day, I composed a 
biography of Captain John Matthews and his 
company's participation in the Battle of 
Springfield.  I placed a printout in a plastic 
sleeve and attached it to a synthetic flower 
arrangement and then put it alongside Captain 
Matthews's tombstone in the Springfield 
National Cemetery. 
 
"JOHN MATTHEWS, an antebellum 
Springfield resident, was a steadying influence 
during the BATTLE OF SPRINGFIELD, 
January 8, 1863.  About 1 p.m., he and his 
company of 20 convalescing soldiers and 20 
Springfield citizens obtained muskets and 

ammunition at the Methodist Church arsenal (modern-day Walnut and South Street) and minutes 
later were on their way to an assigned position (modern-day National at Cherry) where they bluffed 
300 Confederate cavalrymen into inactivity for most of the afternoon.  Matthews and his company 
hurried to reinforce 20 Union cavalrymen defending Fort Number 5 (modern-day Sherman at St. 
Louis), repulsed an attack there and saved the Union east flank until the close of the battle. 

Thank you for your service." 
This is a relatively inexpensive way to honor a Civil War veteran and it gives readers a chance to 
take a mini tour of the Battle of Springfield's east flank.  I hope this inspires future biographies on 
Decoration Day.  -------  John Rutherford, PDC ð Phelps Camp. 

Grant Camp 

 

 

When not working at a local hospital with Covid Patients, PCC Mark 
Coplin has busied himself with creating a wall plaque for his Grant 

Camp coin collection. 



 

 

In other news from US Grant Camp, they are involving themselves with Intervets in the St. 
Louis area to better coordinate Memorial Day ceremonies at Jefferson Barracks.  Besides PCC Bob 
AuBuchon committing to attending these meetings, the camp at their June meeting voted $150 to 
provide a flag and pole for the national cemeteries Avenue of Flags. 

We also want to congratulate dual member and our camp PCC Sumner Hunnewell on 
becoming the department commander and also for receiving the Blair award at the department 
encampment for the yearõs outstanding department member.  We also want to recognize that we 
once again received one of the Eads Award ribbons being handed out.  Finally, Brother Bob 
AuBuchon (who likes spelling his last name the old French way with the capital B), received a 
meritorious service award at the Department Encampment. 

We also still are planning to hold Grant Remembrance Day in July, the 56th USCT 
Remembrance in August and are considering planning an event after the Daughters of the 
American Revolution ceremonies for Veteransõ Day in November at Bellefontaine Cemetery.  All 
this of course depends on just how much people are still overreacting to the alleged COVID crisis 
(since I am writing this, I can put my own opinion in it as long as I keep clean).   

Besides losing our member, Larry L Von Behren to cancer this month, our past camp 
commander Daniel Jackson lost his father, World War II and Korean War veteran Donald 
Jackson.   

 

Lillie Camp 
 

In mid-June as rioters vandalize 
throughout the country, vandals 
attacked the  eagle on flagpole at the 
Cole County Courthouse.  The 
flagpole was gifted to the county by 
the GAR.  Fortunately? the flagpole 
was going to be replaced soon due to 
age issues.   

 



 

 

Fletcher Camp 

 



 

 

   
 



 

 

 


