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MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!  

ð Missouriõs Monument Rededicated  

THE MISSOURI UNIONIST  

  

In Memory of 
Dennis Ohman, Sherman Camp 

& Robert E Lee, 

Wilhelmi Camp

 

 

 

 

Missouri Representative Warren Love, member of Westport Camp, along with US 

Congresswoman Vicky Hartzler and MO State Senator Wayne Wallingford at the 

ceremonies rededicating the Missouri Monument in Vicksburg. 

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:  

Memorial Day ς MO SUVCW ever present & 2017 Department Encampment ς Commander 

Randal Burd Jr joins the ranks of those holding the office for more than one term. Also ς 

Part 2 of Collecting Belt Buckles and another episode of Soldiering in the West. 
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Events on the Horizon  

July 22 ï White Have (US Grant National Historic Site), Affton, MO ï Grant Remembrance Day 

Aug 10-12 ï Lansing, MI. ï National Encampment, Sons of Union Veterans 

Sep 19 ï Cape Girardeau ï US Grant Symposium ï Missouri Civil War Heritage Foundation 

Sep 23-24 ï 153rd Anniversary & Reenactment ï Battle of Pilot Knob, Pilot Knob, MO 

Sep 28 -  Deadline for Next Unionist 

Oct 7 ï Central Region Allied Orders of the G.A.R. Meeting, Cleveland, OH 

Oct 14 ï Dept Business Meeting ï State Capitol, Room 7 

Dec 28 ï Deadline for December 31st Unionist 

Mar 10 ï Dept Business Meeting ï State Capitol, Room 7 

Mar 28 ï Deadline for March 31st Unionist 

 

 

Editorôs Comments 
 

 Rather than take time to beg for articles and pictures, or to lament the lack of patriotism in the nation, 
I decided that this issueõs Editorõs Comments might show some of the stuff that I found as I traveled across the high plain 
states.  I learned that almost every town in the West feels it has to identify itself as the most baddest town there was.  After 
seeing hokey Dodge City, my vote is cast for Sidney, Nebraska.  They did the research on their Boot Hill and list all the deaths 
and their causes, such as Jimmie Brown shot by Jake Smoot.  Dodge Cityõs Boot Hill has a bunch of fake info attached to it.  I 
know that in the movie, The Man who Shot Liberty Valance,  the sage advice was that when the legend becomes fact print the 
legend, but that is what got us the great Lost Cause history early in the past century and for which many Confederate 
monuments are now paying their price.  So, Sidney, Neb., where people were warned not to get off the train unless they 
absolutely had to do so, gets my vote.  Anyway, this extended edition of the Comments has some pictures I took on my recent 
travel. 
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Recently in the Unionist, we mentioned 

that it appeared that the G.A.R. divided up 

the state into subdivisions between the 

camps and the department. In Missouri, 

we know of the Southwest Veterans Assn 

and the Ozark Battalion.   Here is some 

evidence of the same occurring in Kansas.  

Below ς L- Kinsley G.A.R. 1914; R -Lincoln 

Anniversary Ribbon  

Â From the collection at the 

Kinsley Sod Museum, Kinsley, KS 

Mount Rushmore as seen from the Highway 
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GAR Post Banner in the Fort Meade Museum, Sturgis, SD 
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Two star general epaulets worn by General 

US Grant in March of 1864 to the Special 

Reception in Washington where he was 

promoted to Lieutenant General (Three 

Star).  Below are buttons from his frock. 

1851 .36 calibre Colt Navy revolver attributed to Frank 

WŀƳŜǎΦ  aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘέ 

unlike the Civil War Museum of the West (which is a neat 

museum) in Bardstown, KY, which claims to have Sam 

IƛƭŘŜōǊŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜǾƻƭǾŜǊΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƻŦŦŜǊ 

proof as to how that is known. 

Wichita, KS, has a really neat museum called the Museum of World Treasures.  Besides 

mummies, Buddhas, Greco-Roman figurines,  rocks and dinosaurs it had the following items of 

interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not found on vacation, but I 

discovered this and a lot of old 

artifacts from the Hecker Camp 

out of Pacific, MO, on E-Bay 

prior to my trip.  So I bought 

them.  Now trying to figure out 

what to do with them besides 

digitizing them.   
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Stay in the Home of a Union 

General, Arkansas Governor 

& GAR Commander All in Just 

One Night  By Walt Busch 

While taking a bus tour in Eureka 
Springs, AR, I recognized the name of 
a Arkansas GAR Commander as one of 
the builders of the Crescent Hotel and 
Spa.  I asked if his home was still in 
the area and was shown this. 
 
Crescent Cottage Bed and Breakfast is 
the former home of  Powell Clayton. 
At the beginning of the Civil War he 
was commissioned a Colonel in the 
5th Kansas. He served mostly in 
Missouri and Arkansas, fought at 
Wilson's Creek and after capture of 
Little Rock in September 1863, was 
assigned to command the post at Pine 
Bluff. In October 1863, he repulsed an 
attack on Pine Bluff by Confederate 
General J. S. Marmaduke and for his 
actions was promoted to Brigadier 
General of US Volunteers in August 
1864. In August, 1865, he was the 
commander of the cavalry division of 
the Seventh Army Corps. After the 
war, he was elected the Arkansas 
Reconstruction Governor, serving 
from 1868 to 1871.  During his 
governorship he led the fight against 
the Ku Klux Klan and survived an 
assassination attempt. 
 
In 1892, he was elected department 
commander of the Arkansas Grand 
Army of the Republic and played a roll 
in it for several years at the state and 
national levels.  The year he was 
commander he led the battle in 
Arkansas against the Lost Cause 
mentality that was creeping into the 
history textbooks of children.   
 
Is there another place where you can 
stay in the bed room of a Union 
General ς State Governor  - and Dept 
GAR Commander?  

In his campaign against the Lost 

Cause version of history, he 

wrote: άώ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜϐ ŀ 

ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŘǳǘȅΧǘƻ 

leaven this great 

ponderous lump of 

disloyalty that exists 

ƘŜǊŜΦέ 
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In Memory of Departed Brothers 

Dennis M. Ohman  

Associate Member ð William T Sherman/Billy Yank Camp No. 65 - SUVCW 
Jun 26, 1938 - Apr 13, 2017 (Age 78) 
 
Dennis M. Ohman, 78, of Rockford, husband and father passed away Thursday, 
April 13, 2017, in his home. Born June 29, 1938, in Rockford, the son of Russell 
B. Ohman and M. Virginia Keough and step-father, Edwin R. Haesemeyer. 

Married Christine J. Mulcahey on May 18, 1968, in Rockford. He proudly served his country in the United States 
Marine Corps 1956-1958. Graduate of Rockford College 1969-1973. He retired from the IBM Corporation as an 
Advisory Systems Engineer and worked at Barnes International in their IS Department for a few years thereafter. 
He was a member of Star in the East Lodge 166, Freeport Consistory, Tebala Shrine Temple, Veteran Tebala Shrine 
Oriental Band, Charter Member of the Kepotah Sportsman's Club, Shirland, and member of Holy Family Catholic 
Church, Rockford. Dennis enjoyed spending time with his friends and family, hunting, fishing, and trap shooting. 
Survivors include his wife, Christine; daughter, Katherine K. (Norm) Kumins of Chagrin Falls, OH; grandchildren, 
Jacob, Olivia, Joshua; and brother, Gary Ohman of Loves Park. 
 
Mass of Christian Burial was held on Thursday, April 20, 2017, in Holy Family Catholic Church, 4407 Highcrest 
Road, Rockford. Private burial in Calvary Catholic Cemetery.  In lieu of flowers, memorials may be given to 
Shriners Hospitals for Children.  
 
Published in Rockford Register Star from Apr. 16 to Apr. 17, 2017 ð  

 

And Robert Edward Lee 

Brother Robert Edward Lee, charter member of the Francis J. Wilhelmi 
Camp #17 in St. Clair, MO, and grandson of Sgt. Henry Weida, Co B, 1st 
Missouri State Militia Infantry, who served in the Battle of Wilsonõs Creek. 
 
Robert Edward Lee, 85, of Luebbering, Missouri, passed away on Friday, 
June 16, 2017. Born February 16, 1932, Robert worked many jobs in his life.  
He was employed at the Missouri Knife Company in St. Clair, the Ford 
plant in Hazelwood, the highway department, the Pea Ridge iron mines, as 
an insurance salesman, and for the Pacific Penitentiary.  He was also a 
veteran of the Korean War.  Having ancestors on both sides of the Civil 
War, Robert was in fact related to General Robert E. Lee, and was named 
after the general by his father.  This is only one of the many stories of his personal connections to history, many of 
which are recounted in òHistory, Tall Tales and Funny Stories: An Afternoon with Robert E. Leeó which was 
written by Andrea Y. Hurley and published on 25 Mar 2005 in the eMissourian. 
 
Robert was the beloved husband of Lena Lee nee Boyer, father of John Lee (Pam), grandfather of John M. Lee 
(fiancée, Amy Trenholm), grandfather of Marc Cronc and Adrianna Trenholm, brother of Allan Lee (girl friend, 
Helen Werner) and Betty Boyer, dear uncle, great and great-great-uncle, cousin and friend.  Visitation was at the 
Russell Colonial Funeral Home in St. Clair, MO.  Funeral service was on Tuesday, June 20, 2017 at 1pm at the 
funeral home, with interment in the Lubbering Citizens Community Cemetery in Grubville, Missouri. 

http://www.emissourian.com/features_people/senior_lifetimes/history-tall-tales-and-funny-stories-an-afternoon-with-robert/article_119e574e-24a5-540e-98dd-7f1695a5631c.html
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Collectorõs Corner 
By 

Douglas Roussin 
Part 2--Civil War Belt Plates 

The Civil War produced an array of belt plates. These included the standard U.S. and rectangular eagle belt 
plates. But, the union forces were made up of more than just the regular army. State and territories 
mobilized their forces. Militia companies, who had only marched in parades, began to drill in earnest. 
These companies drilled as infantry, artillery and cavalry. They at first, wore their own distinctly unique 
uniforms and belts. This led to a lot of confusion on the battlefield. It took a while for these independent 
companies to be outfitted in union blue. The states outfitted their own troops and sometimes supplied them 
with state related plates. Many of these plates had been adopted before the war and the soldiers would wear 
them all the way to Appomattox. Officers usually wore the 1851 rectangular eagle plate. Many officers 
purchased equipment from an independent supplier. These companies supplied some very unique belt 
plates to their customers. 
 
The U.S. belt plate had been adopted in 1839. By 1861, this belt plate had become standard issue to all 
enlisted men. The earlier U.S. plates had the puppy paw back, while later plates used arrow hooks The 
needs of the Civil War had forced the government to outsource to many companies. As the war progressed, the 
U.S. belt plate had a change in its hook design. Many plates were produced with the arrow-hooks on the back. The 
buckle above has the arrow hook design. It was found at Cold Harbor in 1954. A piece of the leather belt is still 

attached. 

 
These buckles are some of the oval belt 
plates that are sometimes found. The 
puppy paw design is the oldest. By mid 
war the arrow hook design had replaced 
it. The arrow hooks are considered to 
be mid to late war. The solid cast 
buckles are very rare. The middle buckle is 
associated with Ohio 
regiments-there are only about eight 
known. Most are found in Tennessee and 
Georgia. The last U.S buckle is solid cast. 

This buckle is also rare. It should be cautioned that this one is reproduced and is hard to tell from the original. The 
solid cast buckles are two of only three that was produced during the war. 
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This officerõs eagle belt plate shows the change made during the war. This buckle is solid cast with the wreath 
integral to the plate. The hooking device is much larger that the earlier plates giving it more stability. This belt plate 

was probably a 
special order for 
an officer. 

State Belt 
Plates 
Many states 
supplied their 
troops with 
distinctive belt 
plates. The oval 
plates can be 

found in various sizes from the baby U. S. to the large 
standard U. S.   In some states, the 1851 belt plates was 
modified to include the state crest or other lettering. The state 
of New York produced many designs and sizes of belt plates. 
Some of the New York  militia regiments ordered specific 
plates for their units. Therefore, New York has the most belt 
plate designs. This State of New York plate was produced 
before the war.  It  has the puppy paw hooking arrangements. 
Midway through the war, this was changed to arrow hooks. 
The arrow hook arrangement was continued after the war. 
 
The Ninth New York Volunteer Infantry was known as the Hawkinõs Zouaves. The regiment wore French style 
uniforms. This buckle belonged to a member of Company C. 

 
Below are two officers buckles from New York. The 
N.Y. buckle was made in various sizes. The wreath and 
letters are integral with a narrow tongue. Next is an 
officerõs buckle attributed to the Irish Brigade. It has a 
gold wash. The silver wreath and harp are applied. 
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Ohio and Maine 
The states of Ohio and Maine supplied their troops with special belt plates. These also range from baby U. 
S. sizes to the larger plates. These two plates represent the Ohio Volunteer Militia and the Volunteer 
Maine Militia. The VMM is a smaller size. 

 

Pennsylvania Reserve Brigade 
This belt plate was produced later in the war. It has the emblem of Pennsylvania. Below this are the letters R. B. for 
Reserve Brigade. Pictured are two horses and the crest of Penn. The back has an arrow hook arrangement. At least 
one of these buckles has been observed with the puppy paws. 

 

Militia  
Here are two militia belt plates. The first has definitely 
seen betters days. It has the arrow hooks arrangement 
with a lead back. The smaller buckle has the same 
designed eagle, but is stamped brass. The belt loop 
and tongue have been applied. 
End of Part 2. 
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General James Blunt ς Controversial 

General of the Army of the Frontier ς 

But never afraid to attack. 

Soldiering On the Border and In the Army of the Frontier  

by Michael B. Banasik 

Restrictions: None, but credit his work. 

* * * * * * 

Army of the Frontier Created 
Since the departure of the Army of the Southwest in April 1862, the border region was devoid 
of any army organization, except for [General James] Bluntõs Kansas Division which 

organized on August 24, 1862. The Federal border command relied solely on districts or military divisions of 
districts to control the Union effort on the KansasñMissouriñArkansas border. These districts were comprised of 
a mix of militia and volunteer regiments but contained no organized brigades, divisions, or army to control to their 
actions. This lack of control led to confusion and allowed the rebel forces to regain momentum in the border 
regions as seen by the Missouri Guerrilla War of 1862 and the rebirth of a Confederate army in Arkansas. 
 
To counter the increased rebel activity west of the Mississippi River, 
General Schofield sent a number of requests to the War Department for 
additional troops. General Halleck had few to provide, but promised 
additional forces from Iowa, Illinois, and Wisconsin when they were raised. 
Eventually he sent the Eighteenth, Nineteenth, and Twentieth Iowa 
Infantry; the Ninety-fourth Illinois and the Twentieth Wisconsin infantries. 
In Kansas the Eleventh and Thirteenth Kansas infantries were formed to 
meet the needs of the border. 
 
With the new troops General Schofield felt confident, that given Bluntõs 
Kansas Division, he could easily take Fort Smith, Arkansas, and end the 
problems on the border. The key to Schofieldõs plans hinged on the 
concentration of forces, which seemed to be accepted by most of the 
soldiers on the border. 
 
General Edgar Brown in Springfield urged an immediate concentration of 
Kansas and Missouri troops in Southwestern Missouri to meet the enemy. 
Schofield supported Brown, urging Blunt to concentrate with General 
James Totten, who assumed command of Southwest Missouri from Brown 
on August 27, Blunt responded, moving Colonel William Weerõs brigade 
into Missouri, while retaining the bulk of his command at Fort Scott. By 
mid September Blunt committed General Frederick Salomonõs brigade to 
support Totten, but still the two opposing Union commands did not unify--
they would support each other, but that was all. 
 
General Brown recognized the need for one army and one head to lead the forces of Southwest Missouri, but it was 
Totten, who best summed up the need to concentrate. 
 

In one body we can thrash the whole damned rabble, but divided we have probably a serious and difficult 
task... . [ Blunt] Communicate your wishes, plans, and orders and I am with you heart and soul, provided 
we are not to fall back beyond the posts we now occupy. Our movements must be forward, but first we must 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjJ_ZeQu67UAhUGKWMKHZ7vCDIQjRwIBw&url=https://alchetron.com/James-G-Blunt-1151423-W&psig=AFQjCNGtfWNCzjlC6P87Wtc-Rx7NoqH2Vg&ust=1497018169851774&cad=rjt
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TRIVIA: Colonel William Weer 

ð Fought in many battles in 

the Trans -Mississippi 

including the b attle of 

Westport.  He was even for a 

time the commandant of 

Alton, IL, prison.  However, 

Weerõs greatest service to the  

Union cause was that he was 

particularly successful in 

recruiting Native Americans 

into the army.  

General John M. Schofield had a wide 

ranging military career.  He was also 

Commander-in-Chief of the Military Order 

of the Loyal Legion of the United States 

(MOLLUS) from 1899 to 1903 

concentrate our forces and have one army with one head, and that head must determine to act upon the 
offensive or we shall fail. 

From the Kansas command, Colonel William Weer complained that he was receiving orders from four separate 
brigadier generals. To Weer the scattering of the Union forces was òhumbug.ó He urged General Blunt to come 
into Missouri to take command of the forces, òwhip the rebelsó and òend the war in this region.ó To the soldiers of 
the frontier, having one leader to head the operations on the KansasñMissouriñArkansas border was as important 
as concentrating the troops. In the long run, one commander proved to be the deciding factor in gaining control of 
the border region, while the concentration of forces only served to break up the Confederates. With one 
commander, the Unionists retained the flexibility to react to any situation on the borderñbe it guerrillas, 
jayhawkers, regular Confederate troops, or disloyal Indians. 
 

On September 26, 1862, two days after General Curtis assumed 
command of the Department of Missouri in St. Louis, he resolved 
the issues of concentration and unity of command. Curtis gave 
General Schofield the choice of commanding the District of 
Missouri or the troops in Southwestern Missouri. To Blunt, Curtis 
also gave an alternativeññcommand the Kansas Division under 
General Schofield or the District of Kansas. Both officers accepted 
field command, with Schofield designated the superior officer. Curtis 
further directed Blunt to unify his division with Schofieldõs 
Springfield command, while Schofield organized the force. 
 
Schofield initially designated his force the Army of Southwest 
Missouri on September 26, 1862. It consisted of two divisionsññ
The First or Kansas 
Division was 

commanded by General Blunt and the Second or Missouri Division 
was commanded by General James Totten. On October 12 General 
Curtis redesignated Schofieldõs command, the òArmy of the 
Frontier.ó Three days later, following the acquisition of four infantry 
regiments, Schofield reorganized his army into three divisions. The 
First and Second divisions remained basically unchanged, while the 
Third, commanded by Brigadier General Francis J. Herron, 
constituted a new organization.  
 
Some soldiers serving in the army took the change in stride, others 
were surprised. One Iowan guessed that Curtis changed the army 
name to promote harmony among the Missouri Militia forces and 
the regular U.S. soldiers. In some respects the Iowa cavalryman was 
right; harmony of operations was paramount in the consideration to 
form the Army of the Frontier. Curtisõ order forming the army 
forced the cooperation and concentration of efforts that had been 
lacking on the frontier. 
 
The basic structure of the Army of the Frontier would remain 
constant throughout its existence, with the exception of minor 
reassignment of units or the addition of new levies. The army 
resembled a basic Union Corps, with the assignment of three 
divisions, each with two or three brigades. Bluntõs division was the 
largest of the three, containing three brigades, while the other two 
divisions contained two brigades each. 
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One of the roughest battles of the Trans-Mississippi  

was Prairie Grove, AR, fought on December 7, 1862.  

Over 2,700 soldiers were K-W-M in this battle.  It was 

the last major battle in Northwestern Arkansas.  

After this battle, the Confederate army was reduced 

to only periodically raiding Missouri rather than 

threatening occupation of part of the state. Now a 

state park, the battlefield & museum are open for 

tours. 

Below:  A great picture of Bloomington, IL, cigar 

maker John McNuta directed the 94th Illinois during 

the Battle of Prairie Grove.  1863 photo from the 

McLean Co Museum of History. 

The primary mission of the new army was similar to Curtisõ Army of the Southwest, drive the rebels out of 
Southwest Missouri and await orders for assignment elsewhere. The mission, according to General Blunt, included 
securing the MissouriñKansasñArkansas border from rebel incursion or guerrilla raids and protecting the land 
route to New Mexico. Senator Jim Lane supported Blunt, emphatically stating, òforces will be used for the defense 
of this Department [ . . . .The armies of the East and the West will be marched to meet the rebels upon their own 
soil.ó President Lincoln added another facet to the armyõs mission by including the occupation and defense of the 
Cherokee Country in the Indian Territory. 
 
The mission of the Army of the Frontier was nothing like that of any other army in the Federal command. Its 
mission was defensive in nature with even the role of driving the Confederates out of Missouri being nothing more 
than a way to secure the state to the Union. Other Federal armies had missions to destroy rebel armies, take and 
hold territory, and reassert Federal authority over the Confederacy. Despite its defensive role, General Blunt wanted 
the armyõs mission expanded to include the taking of Fort Smith and securing Northwest Arkansas to the Union. 
General Curtis disagreed, restricting the armyõs operations to north of the Boston Mountains. 
 
Throughout the Army of the Frontierõs existence, its mission would never change. Even when two of the 

commandõs three divisions moved East, the Kansas 

Division maintained its vigil on the border, thus 
securing the border region from the wholesale revolt 
that occurred in the summer of 1862. 
 
The process of creating an army on the frontier 
capable of controlling the border region, protecting 
Missouri, and defeating rebel incursions was a 
laborious operation. The border war from 1854 to 
1861 sowed the seeds of mistrust and hatred that 
would mark a major obstacle in any successful border 
campaign. Various military leaders were tried in both 
Kansas and Missouri to forge the necessary alliances 
to solve the frontier problems and all proved 

unsuccessful. Only with the support of political forces of Kansas and Missouri did the War Department finally solve 
the problems of unity on the border. The Army of the Frontier, which embraced troops from all the border states, 
was created.  
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Brother Bob Mueller of St. James Camp 326 reports the last known 

headquarters for the GAR Lt. Col J. Felix St. James Post 326 located at 230 

Lahaye in Ste. Genevieve was severely damaged by fire earlier in May. At this 

time, it is not known if it salvageable. 

 

 

 

 

 

JAMES EADS AWARD INFO ð Muy Importante!  Sehr wichtig! Mycket viktigt!  ---  The department 

encampment approved making it easier for more camps to qualify for the award. Each year camps qualifying 

for the award receive a battle streamer to hang from their camp flag.  The awards are presented at department 

encampments for camps who actively attempt to live up to the duties and responsibilities of being a camp. 

 A new form is on line now and designed in checklist format.  Camp secretaries or commanders should fill out 

the form.  The form needs to be turned into the department senior vice commander by April 15 of next year.  

Questions should be directed to svc@suvcwmo.org 

 

mailto:svc@suvcwmo.org
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Above ς JCV Sumner Hunnewell (Fletcher Camp) PCinC James 

Pahl, Bob Petrovic and Martin Aubuchon (all of Grant Camp) 

and Doug Niemeyer (Wilhelmi Camp).  Brother Petrovic has 

been the event organizer for the past several years 

Below ς Allied Orders Present 

Missouri at Lincoln Tomb Ceremonies April 2017 

Many members from the Department of Missouri 
attended the 61st Lincoln Tomb Observance at the Oak 
Ridge Cemetery in Springfield, Illinois, on April 15th. The 
ceremony, a joint venture by both the SUVCW and 
MOLLUS, includes wreath laying many national officers 
of the Allied Orders as well as departments, auxiliaries, 
and camps from throughout the Midwest.  In all, two 

dozen wreaths were laid the tomb.  SUVCW C-in-C 
Martin and MOLLUS C-in-C Simmons welcomed the 
attendees.  Prayers were offered by SUVCW National 
Chaplain Kowalski. Once again, the Petrovics provided 
ribbons for the event.  

                The [Springfield] State Journal-Register covered the 

event and interviewed Brothers Bob Petrovic and 
Sumner Hunnewell. 

                After the ceremony, members enjoyed a 
luncheon at the President Abraham Lincoln hotel 
in downtown Springfield. Shameless huckstering 
of the Vicksburg challenge coin occurred.  After 
dessert, we enjoyed a walk through history with 
two men portraying Gen. U. S. Grant and Robert 
Todd Lincoln.  Some members made a separate trips to visit the GAR Memorial Museum within walking distance 
of the hotel. 
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DEPARTMENT TELEGRAPH 

Department Encampment Photos 

Held 6-3-17 in Branson [See website for minutes] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Jack Grothe, PCC Sherman Camp, 

being presented with a 50 year medal.  Right: 

JROTC Outstanding Cadet Colton Kerr being 

presented his award and check.  Below:  

National Secretary Jonathan Davis swearing in 

our 2017 Elected Officers 
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Vicksburg Missouri Monument Rededicated May 27 

In 2014, the need was expressed that the Missouri Monument at Vicksburg needed to be 
rededicated and Missouri SUVCW began a push to accomplish this.  We even got the money 
appropriated by the Missouri legislature to repair it.  But then, the Department of Natural 
Resources under the former Missouri governor decided that they could not do such repairs out of 
state and kept the money. It seems that Missouri State Parks needed to find funds to build a state 
park that the governor wanted, but the legislature had authorized no money to do so. 
 
Anyway, our letters, newspaper articles about the condition of the monument, etc., pushed the 
monument to the forefront of the National Park Serviceõs attention and they found the money to 
do the repairs.  On May 27, 2017, one hundred years after the original monument was dedicated to 
both Union and Confederate soldiers, a rededication ceremony took place. The  program  came  
together  well  and  almost  everything  requested  by  the  committee  was granted by the National 
Park Service. The notable exception was a request to fire salutes with black powder weapons and 
artillery, which was denied due to safety procedures required by the government.  As  such,  
Vicksburg  NMP  assisted  us  in  securing  the  services  of  the  Mississippi  Army  National  
Guard,  who  provided  artillery  salutes  consistent  with  the  original  dedication  in 1917. 
 
In  addition  to  the  support  from  Vicksburg  NMP,  the  Friends  of  Vicksburg  and  the  
Vicksburg Chamber  of  Commerce  combined  to  provide  a  Friday  night  social/dinner  for  the  
arriving Missourians attending the rededication events on Saturday. This turned out to be a nice 
event with  about  100  Missouri  Sons  of  Union  Veterans  and  Sons  of  Confederate Veterans  
and  their families attending. A video of the original Peace Jubilee from 1917 that contained the 
Missouri Monument dedication was played for the attendees. 
 
The rededication event on Saturday, May 27 went very well.  The National Park Service estimated 
that about 200 Missourians and random park visitors attended the event.  It was a hot  
day and the heat affected several people, but in general, everything went according to plan. The 
committee would like to thank Nora Dietzel, wife of PDC Larry Dietzel, who provided vocals for 
the National Anthem and her stirring rendition of An American Trilogy.  After  the  rededication,  
between  20-30  members  attended  a  special  ceremony  at  the  National Cemetery  for  the  
Missouri  soldiers  buried  there.  Vicksburg  NMP  placed  the Missouri  flags purchased  by  the  
Department  on  the  graves  of  the  260  known  and  5  unknown  soldiers  from Missouri.  PDC  
John  Avery  coordinated  this  ceremony,  which  followed  the  format  of  an  1880õs GAR  
commemoration  ceremony.  The National Park Service thought that we were the first to honor a 
large group of soldiers from a given state at Vicksburg National Cemetery in the manner that we 
did. 
 
The next two pages are pictures from the event, most of which were provided by PDC Brian 

Smarker of Westport Camp. 



18 
 

 

 

 

Ready the Monument! 

Ready the Troops! 

/ŀƭƭ hǳǘ hǳǊ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ CƛƴŜǎǘΗ Ready the Colors 

Sing a Song 
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Present the Colors and Pledge Allegiance! 
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Remembering Missouriõs Fallen ð Ceremonies 

 

The Unveiling 

Section G5 Vicksburg National  Cemetery ς MO Soldiers with MO flags - Alice Reed Photo 



21 
 

Commanderõs Letter 

27 Jun 2017 

Brothers of the Department of Missouri,  

This is my first letter to you in my second term as your Department 
Commander. I was not expecting to still be in this position when I last wrote to you 
in the Unionist as your outgoing Department Commander. But I am happy to 
serve, and even more grateful for your continued support of me in this role.  

I was probably in the fourth or fifth grade when one of my teachers noted 
my obsession with Civil War history and through another former teacher secured 
for me a venue teaching what I knew about the Civil War to an evening college class 
meeting in town. I am sure as an 11- or 12- year old my presentation was not 
objectively impressive, but the experience meant the world to me and gave me self-
confidence that helped me continue to enjoy learning and value an education. Many 
of you work with schools, teaching our youth about and immersing them in Civil 
War history. I believe your interest in their education could mean more than you 
know in many cases and will benefit many of them beyond the primary objective of 
imparting knowledge about this one meaningful period in our nationõs history. Well 
done.  

I have been impressed on many occasions by the work being done by my 
brothers in this Department. Both old and new members have achieved some 
notable accomplishments. The Vicksburg Memorial rededication at Vicksburg was memorable. The leadership and 
teamwork on display for such an event to happen as smoothly as it did should be inspiring to other camps not only 
in this Department, but throughout our Order. Iõve been told the National Park Service was impressed by the 
efforts of the aforementioned committee and those brothers who assisted the committee in those preparations. 
Other efforts in multiple camps continue to further our mission and do honor to our cause as well. And it appears 
we have a new camp which will join the ranks of the Department of Missouri in this administrative year!  

I am excited to see what this new administrative year will bring for our Department. We have the Vicksburg 
Monument Restoration Committee working on the restoration of the smaller granite unit markers at Vicksburg. 
Another committee is working to promote the historical education of this countryõs youth through a contribution to 
an American History essay contest; the details and scope of our participation are still being worked out. Brothers 
familiar with the ins and outs of National Encampments of this Order are looking into securing one for St. Louis in 
the near future. I have formed a committee to honor and encourage service to living veterans of all wars, a possible 
focus which has been suggested by other brothers on occasion and to which other lineage organizations already give 
their attention.  

It is good that there are many positive projects in the works, because for better or worse the Civil War is in 
the public consciousness at the moment more so than usual as discussions regarding monuments depicting its 
leaders and participants, perceived causes and convictions, are engaging people (sometimes in unfortunate ways) 
who might normally not take an interest. During this time it is important we show thoughtful restraint in our public 
words and deeds, that we remember the ancestors our organization seeks to honor, and that we commit ourselves 
to the Purpose and Objects of our Order and our fraternal watchwords of Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty.  
God bless this Union and its enduring legacy of freedom.  
 
In Fraternity, Charity, & Loyalty,  
Randal A. Burd, Jr., PDC  
Commander, Department of Missouri  

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War  
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

 
INCORPORATED BY ACT OF CONGRESS  

OFFICE OF THE 

Commander, Department of Missouri (includes Arkansas) 

 
Randal A. Burd, Jr., D.C. 

           Email commander@suvcwmo.org 

Department Website: http://www.suvcwmo.org 

Department Order No. 15,  

Series 2016-2017 
 

31 Mar 2017 
 

Dissolution of 2019 National Encampment Committee & 
Formation of National Encampment in Missouri Host Committee 

 

Article VIII, Section 2 of the Department of Missouri Bylaws states that Special Committees may be created by 
action of the Commander and shall exist for the period of time designated in the creation thereof. Duties and 
responsibilities shall be defined at the time of Committee creation. Pursuant to Article VIII, Section 2, I hereby 
create/amend the following Special Committees of the Department of Missouri as follows: 

 

The 2019 National Encampment Committee, PCinC Ed Krieserñchair, was unable despite their best efforts 
to come to a satisfactory agreement with the National Encampment Site Committee.  Deadlines set by the national 

committee and financial obligations bound on this Department should our bid continue necessitated the immediate 
withdraw of our bid to host. The Department of Missouri thanks PCinC Ed Krieser and his committee for their 

work.  I hereby dissolve the 2019 National Encampment Committee, effective 31 Mar 2017. 

 

I hereby create the National Encampment in Missouri Host Committee, PDC Bob Petrovicñchair.  This 
committee is tasked with completing and submitting a proposal to the National organization for the Department of 

Missouri to host a National Encampment in St. Louis within the next five years. The chair may appoint brothers in 
good standing and representatives of the Allied Orders to the committee as needed to accomplish the appointed 

task.  The chair will maintain with the Department Commander an updated list of all committee members 

throughout the life of this committee.  Pursuant to Department Bylaws, the Department Commander is an ex-
officio member of this committee.  This committee will have a sunset date of 31 Oct 2021.    

Ordered this 31st Day of March, 2017   Attest: 

 
Randal A. Burd, Jr., DC Walter E. Busch, PDC 
Commander Secretary  
Department of Missouri  Department of Missouri  
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

 

 

mailto:commander@suvcwmo.org
http://www.suvcwmo.org/
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Department Order No. 16,  
 

Series 2016 -2017  
3 May  2017  
 

Dr. Mary Edwards Walker Award ï Twyla Warren  
 
Chapter V, Article V, Section 3, Subsection U of the National Regulations of the Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War states in part that: 
 
(a) òThe Doctor Mary Edwards Walker Award may be presented by the Commander-in-Chief or a Department 
Commander to a female member of one of the Allied Orders in recognition of and appreciation for her outstanding 
service to the SUVCWé At the Department level she must be recommended by a Past Camp Commander, Past 
Department Commander, Past Commander-in-Chief or the Department Commander.ó 
 
(b) òéA Department Commander may present up to two awards in any one year.  It is not mandatory for either 
the Commander-in-Chief or a Department Commander to present this award.ó 
 

Be It Known: 
 

Whereas Twyla Warren (nee Johnson) attended and participated in almost every meeting and function of 
General James R. McCormick Camp #215 for the entirety of its existence; and 
 
Whereas Twyla Warren regularly dressed in period attire for these functions and passed out recruiting 
materials for the SUVCW & ASUVCW; and 
 
Whereas Twyla Warren has fully participated in and materially supported the Department of Missouri in 
past activities such as: Sherman Day, Lincoln Tomb ceremonies, gravesite dedications, and countless 
educational events for the community; and 
 
Whereas Twyla Warren formed the Louisa Volker Auxiliary #215, recruiting eight of the twelve members 
of this auxiliary, setting up the bank account, completing the chartering paperwork, creating a newsletter, 
creating a Facebook page, researching an appropriate period namesake, and being elected the auxiliaryõs 
first President; and 
 

mailto:commander@suvwcmo.org
http://www.suvcwmo.org/
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Whereas Twyla Warren has participated in membership drives for several camps and auxiliaries in 
Missouri, assisting in formation activities for past auxiliaries in Missouri, and actively recruiting three 
members into the SUVCW; and 
 
Whereas Twyla Warren was honored in May 2016 by Resolutions of the House of Representatives and 
Senate of the State of Missouri for her many years of volunteer service, service which includes several years 
in the ASUVCW supporting McCormick Camp #215, Fletcher Camp #47, and the Department of 
Missouri, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War; and 
 
Whereas Twyla Warren has continued to patriotically serve in the Louisa Volker Auxiliary #215, 
ASUVCW, has upheld the values of the same, and was chosen again by the members of said Auxiliary to 
be their President for the current administrative year; and  
 
Whereas Twyla Warren has done great honor to the memory of her American Civil War Union soldier 
ancestor: Benjamin Davis, a blacksmith in the 16th Pennsylvania Cavalry, and has set a shining example as 
an ASUVCW member fully dedicated to supporting the SUVCW in carrying out its Purpose and Objects: 
 

Now, therefore, by my authority as Commander of the Department of Missouri, pursuant to the 
aforementioned section of the National Regulations of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, I am 
honored to present Twyla Warren, President of the Louisa Volker Auxiliary #215, ASUVCW, with 
the Dr. Mary Edwards Walker Award and thank her on behalf of the Department of Missouri, Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War, for her example of leadership, patriotism, and service.   
  
Ordered this 3rd day of May, 2017 Attest: 
 
Randal A. Burd, Jr., DC Walter E. Busch, PDC 
Commander Secretary 
 
Department of Missouri Department of Missouri 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stereoscope labeled None but the Brave Deserve the Fair.  On the reverse is a history 

ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǎǿƻƻƴƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ƳŜƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΥ άLǘ ƛǎ ƘŜǊ ŦŜƳƛƴƛƴŜ ƛƴǎǘƛƴŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ 

bŜƭƭƛŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƭŘ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ōƭƛǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴƭȅ ōƻǎƻƳΦέ 
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Department Order No. 1 , 
Series 201 7-201 8  

 

5 Jun  201 7 
 

2017 -2018 Elected and Appointed Officers  
 

At the Department Encampment held in Branson, Missouri, on 3 Jun 2017, delegates to the 22nd 
Encampment of the Department of Missouri, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, elected new 
officers. Two Council members continue to serve unexpired terms.  The officers of the Department of 
Missouri for the 2017-2018 administrative year are as follows: 
 

ELECTED OFFICER  NAME  CAMP  
Commander Randal A. Burd, Jr., PDC Thomas C. Fletcher Camp #47 
Senior Vice Commander Dale Crandell, PCC Westport Camp #64 
Junior Vice Commander Sumner G. Hunnewell, CC Thomas C. Fletcher Camp #47 
Secretary/Treasurer (Term expires 2019) Edward Krieser, PCinC Abraham Lincoln Camp #2  
Council (Term expires 2018) Glennon Alsop, PDC Francis J. Wilhelmi Camp #17 
Council (Term expires 2018) Bryan P. Bradford, PCC Columbia Tiger Camp #432 
Council (Term expires 2019) Alan Heidbreder, PCC Columbia Tiger Camp #432 
 
Also elected at the Department Encampment were the delegates to the 2017 National Encampment. 

All remaining Department of Missouri members in good standing are desi gnated as alternates. The 

2017 National Encampment will be held in Lansing, Michigan, on August 10-13, 2017. Remember that 

all Past Department Commanders are eligible to vote at National Encampment and do not count 

against the Departmentôs delegate limit. All brothers interested in attending the National 

Encampment will contact Department Secretary Ed Krieser so he can ensure the necessary credential 

cards are provided. 

In accordance with the Department of Missouri Bylaws, the Commander, after his election,  shall 

appoint other officers for the term of one (1) year. Pursuant to Article III, Section 2, the list of 

appointed officers for the 2017-2018 administrative year is as follows: 

 
APPOINTED OFFICER  NAME  CAMP  

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer Walter E. Busch, PDC US Grant Camp No. 68 
Chaplain Robert D. Hammack Felix St. James Camp No. 326 
Camp Organizer Robert M. Petrovic, PDC US Grant Camp No. 68 

mailto:commander@suvcwmo.org
http://www.suvcwmo.org/
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Counselor Robert J. Amsler, Jr., PCC US Grant Camp No. 68 
Eagle Scout Coordinator  Robert D. Hammack Felix St. James Camp No. 326 
Graves Registration Officer Robert D. Hammack Felix St. James Camp No. 326 
Historical Records Coordinator  
     Including the offices of:  
     GAR Memorials Officer  
     Civil War Memorials Officer  
     Historian  

Walter E. Busch, PDC US Grant Camp No. 68 

Signals Officer 
     Including the office of:  

     Marketing & Promotions Officer  

James R. Dixon, PCC Columbia Tiger Camp No. 432 

Assistant Signals Officer Walter E. Busch, PDC US Grant Camp No. 68 
Missouri Unionist Editor  Walter E. Busch, PDC US Grant Camp No. 68 
Medal of Honor Officer  William L. Groth, Jr., PCC  WT Sherman Camp No. 65 
Patriotic Instructor  John D. Avery, PDC US Grant Camp No. 68 
Quartermaster Douglas W. Roussin, PCC TC Fletcher Camp No. 47 
JROTC/ROTC Coordinator Dale Crandell, PCC Westport Camp No. 64 
 
These officers will fulfill the responsibilities of their offices and conduct the business of the 
Department of Missouri for the 2017 -2018 administrative year.  All brothers are to follow the SUVCW 
principles of Fra ternity, Charity, and Loyalty.  
 
Ordered this 5th Day of June, 2017     Attest: 
 
Randal A. Burd, Jr., PDC       Edward Krieser, PCinC 
Commander         Secretary 
Department of Missouri       Department of Missouri   
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War     Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One More Medal of Honor Recipient for Arkansas 

The Medal of Honor Memorial in Little Rock, AR, records three 

Civil War MOH recipients.  Two are buried outside Arkansas and 

one, William J Franks, is buried in Maple Springs Cemetery, 

Batesville, AR.  He was not on the list of MOH recipients we once 

received for Missouri and Arkansas, but he has now been added to 

our website. A Flethcer class destroyer, USS Franks (DD-554) was 

named in his honor in 1942. 

The two we had on our site are not honored by this memorial, yet 

they are buried in Arkansas.  George Taylor Johnson and John 

Kennedy, according to the state of Arkansas, do not meet the 

criteria they had when the monument was made.  

It is unknown if William J. Franks has a Medal of Honor indicator 

on his grave.  If not, this could be a project along with a gravesite 

ceremony.   To check our department MOH records: 

http://www.suvcwmo.org/union-medal-of-honor-recipients.html.  

To check out the Arkansas memorial, 

http://www.arkansasties.com/Pulaski/Structures/StateCapitol/Me

dalofHonor.htm 

 

 


