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Events on the Horizon  

June 8 -  Cape Girardeau USCT Monument Dedication 
Jul 20 - Grant Remembrance Day - Held at US Grant National Historic Site (White Haven).  10 am. 
Jul 27 ð Trivia Night in St. Louis to Support the 2021 National Encampment 
Aug 8-11 National Encampment - Cleveland 
Sep 14 - 56th USCT Remembrance Day - Jefferson Barracks 10 am. & 10 am 1861 Ste. Genevieve Bank Raid ð Ste. Genevieve 
Nov 9 - St Louis Veterans' Day Parade - Downtown 
Nov 16 -Sherman Remembrance Day - Graveside in Calvary Cemetery.  We will conduct ceremonies starting at 10 am. 
 

Editorôs Comments by Walt Busch, PDC  

 
Heading to the National Encampment in Cleveland by way of Key West.   

 Ok, it isnõt the most indirect route, but it is pretty close.  Saw a repurposed Civil War fort 
that now is more famous for the fact that it is the home of Robert the haunted doll.  Not much on display there that 
is Civil War related, but they did have a GAR medal, explained what the GAR was, and had Bob Wolzõs book for 
sale.   
 The next Civil War site we will probably stop at is Amelia Island.  They have a neat fort with 
lots of period cannons there.  After that we invade Georgia and march to Savannah, actually probably Tybee Island.  
The nearby Fort Pulaski is also something to see, but we will probably skip it as we went there last time.  Then on 
to Beaumont, SC, to see a bunch of antebellum houses that Sherman apparently missed.  He actually missed a lot of 
them on his marches.  Weõll probably see a few more sites through the south, but no main plans before we get to 
Cleveland.  Might see a couple Revolutionary War sites along the way, especially once we hit Virginia.   
 Traveling the country isnõt much fun unless you mix in history tours as well.  That point was 
emphasized while we were on Duval St. in Key West.  Just how many T-Shirt shops does a town need?  How many 
bars (in Key West the answer is over 200)?  Seeing Hemmingwayõs house, seeing Robert, and touring the distillery 
were more fun than getting drunk and sunburn.  Tour a historic site this summer! 

The Missouri Unionist is copyrighted 2019 by the Missouri Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (M-SUVCW).  The Missouri SUVCW Logo is 

copyrighted 2019 by the M-SUVCW.  Use of the logo is prohibited without the permission of the M-SUVCW.  Articles and photos may be 

distributed, shared, copied, etc. freely and it is requested that proper credit be given to the M-SUVCW. 
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Collectorõs Corner 
by 

Douglas Roussin (2019) 

òLeftover junkó 
After the Civil War, the federal government had large quantities of surplus military goods and held large auctions to 
dispose of this surplus.  Businessõs like Bannermannõs, purchased these goods at greatly discounted prices and had 
warehouses full of everything from rifles and swords to cannon, uniforms and saddles.  Among the items stored in 
their warehouses were thousands of bayonets.  The Bannermann company needed innovative ways to deposed of 
this òleftover junkó. 
 

This matched pair of 
candelabra is from the 
Ransom G.A.R. post located 
in St. Louis, Missouri.  The 
candelabra is made from 
three Austrian bayonets.  
The blades have been 
curved outward and are held 
together with a brass throat.  
They measure 15 inches tall.  
Both are made of socket 
bayonets, which were 
bought as military surplus, 
then fashioned into these 
relics.  Bannermann sold 
many items like this to 
G.A.R. posts.  Many 
veterans also purchased 
these relics for display above 
fireplaces or as a decoration 
on their dining room table.   
 
Since, this pair of candelabra 
have no makerõs mark, it is 
not known whether 
Bannermann or one of his 
competitors fashioned this 
piece.  
 
This candelabra is one of a 
matched set and measures 

14 inches tall.  The set was made of surplus Civil War bayonets.  The curved bayonets are screwed to a center 
section which is made of iron.  This makes these candelabra quite heavy.  At the top is a cup, designed to hold a 
candle.  Many times these were designed with a special brass insert which fit in the bayonet socket.  They could then 
hold a candle.  Many of these inserts have been lost over the years.  The candelabra, being iron, had a lot of rust.  
They had to be taken apart and carefully cleaned then restored to their original condition.  This pair of candelabra 
now sit on my fireplace. 
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To the right is a 
candelabra or table 
decoration made from 
bayonets which would 
fit the 45-70 post 
Civil War Springfield.  
This candelabra 
would probably date 
to the turn of the 
century.  The 
candelabra is held 
together with a brass 
throat much like the 
ones on the previous 
page, and were 
probably 
manufactured by the 
same company.  
Special brass candle 
holders were fit to the 
bayonet tips.  A minie 
ball design, cups the 
tip of the bayonet.  
Below the candle, is a 
leaf design.  This 
candelabra was found at an estate sale in St. Louis, Missouri, and 

was used by a veteran in his home. 
 
 
 
The candelabra on the left is said to have come from a Grand Army 
post in Pennsylvania.  It is made of socket bayonets and the tips have 
been turned inward thus, forming the base.  They are carefully held 
together by small screws.  Traces of candle wax is still visible.  The 
bayonets were originally made for the .58 Springfield musket.    
 
 
 
 

Author of our 
continuing series: 
PCC Doug Roussin 

of 
Gen. Thomas 

Fletcher Camp 47 
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The sconce above is made 
from three bayonets.  These 
have been carefully bent and 
are attached to a block with 
brass bolts.  At the top is a 
small piece of brass with a 
hole for attachment to the 
wall.  The bayonets are 

painted gold. 
 
The sconce on the right has a bayonet which fit on a .58 cal, Springfield musket and 
probably saw action during the Civil War.  It is now a wall decoration.  The bayonet 
goes through a brass ball.  The base is attached to a black board and can, therefore, 
be applied to the wall.  This sconce is one of a matched set and is hanging on the 
authorõs den wall on either side of the door. 
 
This bayonet display focused on veterans from another war, World War 1.  The 
brass top has the standard insignia from the Civil War.  This includes an eagle plate, 
U. S. buckle and artillery , infantry and cavalry hat pins.  But, the bayonets which 
hold the stand together are French in origin. This would date the stand to post 

World War 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

Department Purchases St. Joseph MO GAR Post Records 
 
Brother James Dixon of Tiger Camp found one of the Minute books of the General Custer Post in St Joseph, MO for sale 
on E-Bay and Historic Records Officer Walt Busch brought this information before the last Department Encampment to 
try to purchase the item.  The book was described as:  
 

άOriginal General Custer 
Headquarters of G.A.R. 1892 
Book of Meeting minutes . This 
wonderful historical book 
contains 201 pages of 
handwritten notes taken at the 
G.A.R. meetings in St. Joseph, 
MO from the headquarters of 
the Custer Post No. 7. All pages 
are handwritten by Thomas R. 
Dumont, Adjutant, at that time. 
There are also some pages of 
congratulatory order from Gen. 
Custer dated 1864, and Custer's 
Farewell Order from April 9, 
1865. The binding on this book 
is coming loose, as shown in 
photos. It measures 11 1/2" x 
14".  
 
The department approved the 
purchase on a motion that after 
we photograph it for our 
records, we gift it to the 
Missouri Historical Society in 
Columbia. 
 
We were able to purchase it for 
just under the amount 
authorized by the encampment 
for us to bid.   
 
The Custer post was a very 
active post and has a GAR 
monument in a local cemetery.  
The camp was also responsible 
for incorporating to buy and 
develoǇ ŀ άDǊŀƴŘ !ǊƳȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ tŀǊƪέ ƛƴ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΦ  

Several years ago, Walt found the incorporation papers for this on the Secretary of State website and tried to find out 
more about the park.  Did they accomplish their goal?  Is the park renamed as something else now?  The results of the 
incorporation are still a mystery.   
 
Photos are sample pages from the records. 
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Cemetery at 2324 Ashland Ave in St. 

Joseph MO has this monument 

erected by the Custer Post and there 

are about 50 soldiers buried around 

it. 

Picture of Custer Post Ribbon found 

on internet. 
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The Hero from Jefferson County, 

Missouri :  

Thomas Clement Fletcher  

Part 2  

by Oliver R. Pechmann  

 
With the outbreak of the Civil War, Fletcher was appointed 

assistant provost marshal general at St. Louis by Gen. Nathaniel Lyon and 
continued in that post for the next year. During the summer of 1862 he 
recruited the Thirty-first Missouri Volunteers as part of a larger 
recruitment effort headed by his friend Frank Blair. Most of those 
volunteering for the Thirty-first were from Jefferson County and included 
his brothers, John William and Charles Carroll. Thomas became their 
colonel, receiving his commission in October 1862. 

Fletcher and his 31st Missouri Volunteer Regiment would soon see action with Francis Blairõs brigade at 
Chickasaw Bayou, north of Vicksburg, in December 1862. 

The Battle of Chickasaw Bayou, also called the Battle of Walnut Hills, fought December 26-29, 1862, was 
the opening engagement of Vicksburg Campaign during the American Civil War. Confederate forces under Lt. Gen. 
John C. Pemberton repulsed an advance by Union Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman that was intended to lead to the 
capture of Vicksburg, Mississippi. 

On December 26, three Union divisions under Sherman disembarked at Johnõs Plantation on the Yazoo 
River to approach the Vicksburg defenses from the 
northeast while a fourth landed farther upstream on 
December 27. On December 27, the Federals pushed their 
lines forward through the swamps toward the Walnut Hills, 
which were strongly defended. On December 28, several 
futile attempts were made to get around these defenses. On 
December 29, Sherman ordered a frontal assault. At noon, 
Union troops advanced with a cheer. Blairõs brigade, 
including Fletcherõs 31st Missouri, moved on the left, 
DeCourcyõs in the center, followed by Brig. Gen. John M. 
Thayerõs brigade on the right; Thayerõs brigade lost its way 
and only one regiment, the 4th Iowa Infantry, was engaged. 
The Federals crossed the water barriers and advanced on 
the weight of their sheer numbers, but met stiff resistance 
and were repulsed with heavy casualties when they came 
against the main Confederate line. 

A field correspondent from the Missouri Democrat 
reported: òThe enemy commenced retreating up the hill, 
General Blairõs brigade pursuing them, when all of a 
sudden the enemy, from a masked battery, opened a most 
deadly and destructive fire upon them with grape and 
canister. In a few minutes the ground was covered with the 
dead and dying. This ended the assault on the hill at this 
point, and the survivors of General Blairõs brigade fell back 
across the bayou on a log bridge.ó 

 ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩǎ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊ ς Both fought at Pilot Knob, MO 
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Confederate General S. D. Lee ordered his men to make a counterattack, during which they captured 332 
Federals and four battle flags. Colonel Fletcher was wounded and captured. He spent the next five months in Libby 
Prison in Richmond. Exchanged in May 1863 he rejoined his regiment in time to be present at the surrender of 
Vicksburg on July 4. 

He later participated with his regiment in the struggle for Lookout Mountain at the battle of Chattanooga in 
December and commanded a brigade 
in the Atlanta campaign the following 
spring. While engaged in the latter, he 
contracted a severe cold, which 
settled in his back, making it 
impossible for him to mount his 
horse. He would later say that his 
health problems were caused by 
spending part of the winter on a 
covered bridge near Jackson, 
Mississippi, over the Pearl River, 
which had been converted into a 
prison. On the recommendation of 
the regimental surgeon, he returned 
home to recuperate. During his 
convalescence he painted a pen and 
watercolor rendering of that very 
same covered bridge. It is on display 
at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. 

 
Fletcherõs òThe Yankee Prison ov'r the Pearló redrawn for Harperõs Weekly 

INSIDE LIBBY PRISON, Richmond, VA, 

where Fletcher spent some time 
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A Transcription of a Letter by Thomas C. Fletcher (1864)  
I have been acquainted with Duiquid Pitzer for twenty years and have known Noah Rowe for many years. 

Pitzer is a rebel and has maintained the reputation of a very great scoundrel and a dirty dog ever since I have 

known him. It was proven to my satisfaction two or three years ago that he belonged to the Knights of the 

Golden Circle and that he gave information aid comfort and assistance to the many rebels who fled from St. 

Louis south in 1861. He has expressed and shown an utter contempt for all orders of the military authority 

since the war commenced. Noah Rowe is a notorious rebel I have never heard that fact questioned and 

presume it will not be pretended that he is anything else than an enemy of the government; Tho' C Fletcher 
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Buried in Arkansas: Three Civil War Medal of Honor Profiles 

Compiled by Randal A. Burd, Jr., PDC 

In addition to the Union soldiers and sailors of the Civil War who received the Medal of Honor and are buried 

in Missouri, the Department of Missouri is currently aware of three such Medal of Honor recipients who are 

buried in the State of Arkansas. Acting Masterôs Mate William J. Franks of the U.S.S. Marmora, Armorer 

George Taylor of the U.S.S. Lackawanna, and Private John Kennedy of Company M, 2nd U.S. Artillery were 

each awarded the Medal of Honor for their conspicuous service during the Civil War and subsequently buried 

within the geographical boundaries of this department. 

These are their stories.  

William J. Franks was born in Pittsboro, Chatham 

County, North Carolina, in 1830. He entered the Union 

Navy on September 16, 1863, in Duvallôs Bluff, 

Arkansas. Arriving in Yazoo City, Mississippi, on 

March 5, 1864, Franks disembarked from the U.S.S. 

Marmora with other members of the crew ñin the midst 

of a heated battle and, bravely standing by his gun 

despite enemy rifle fire which cut the gun carriage and 

rammer, contributed to the turning back of the enemy 

during the fierce engagement.ò Franks, who held the 

rank of Seaman at the time, received the Medal of 

Honor along with two of his crewmates and was 

promoted to Acting Masterôs Mate for his actions 

during this battle.  

After leaving the Navy in 1865, Franks settled in 

Arkansas and married Mary Francis, with whom he 

had five children. He died in April 1880 and is buried 

in Maple Springs Cemetery, Batesville, Arkansas. 

The U.S.S. Franks (DD-554), a Fletcher-class 

destroyer, was named in his honor and launched on 

December 7, 1942.  

George Taylor was born in Watertown, Jefferson 

County, New York, on November 15, 1830. His 

Medal of Honor citation states the he was ñon 

board the U.S.S. Lackawanna during successful 

attacks against Fort Morgan, rebel gunboats and 

the ram Tennessee in Mobile Bay, on 5 August 

1864. When an enemy shell exploded in the shell 

room, Taylor although wounded went into the 

room and, with his hand, extinguished the fire from the explosion. He then carried out his duties during the 

remainder of the prolonged action which resulted in the capture of the prize rebel ram Tennessee and in the 

damaging and destruction of Fort Morgan.ò His award was issued through General Order 45 on December 31, 
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1864. His Medal of Honor grave marker states his name as George Taylor F. Johnson; however, his citation is 

listed simply under ñGeorge Taylor,ò and his name is given as George Taylor in A History of the United States 

Navy from 1755 to 1894 by Edgar Stanton McClay, which was published by D. Appleton and Company in 

1894.  

John Kennedy was born in County Cavan, Ireland, on May 14, 1834. He enlisted at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

for a five-year term in Battery M, Second U.S. Artillery, on December 16, 1857. It was on June 11, 1864, when 

Kennedy and four other artillerymen also serving in Brigadier General George Armstrong Custerôs cavalry 

division stood their ground at the Battle of Trevilian Station and defended their 12-pounder brass artillery piece 

against a Confederate cavalry charge.  

According to a quote in the Encyclopedia of Arkansas, 

Kennedy later recounted the event: ñWith the ammunition 

gone, in the tussle, we used our pistols. When we emptied 

them, we took the sponge staves and handspikes and used 

them freely until overpowered, by them actually riding us 

down. I was fencing with the handspike with a calvaryman 

when another came in rear [sic] and knocked me down.ò  

General Custer led a charge which recaptured the gun, but 

not before Kennedy and Private Charles OôNeil were 

captured and taken to Andersonville Prison. Forty-four men 

in Battery M were killed or wounded in the battle. OôNeil 

would die at Andersonville; Kennedy would survive to 

continue his service in the 2nd Artillery until 1891, when as 

an ordinance sergeant, he would retire to Little Rock, 

Arkansas, with wife Margaret Kirker Woodlock, who he 

married in 1878, and their five children, including a son 

from Margaretôs first marriage.  

Kennedy was nominated for a Medal of Honor twenty-eight 

years after the action at Trevilian Station, and was presented 

the medal on August 19, 1892. The simple citation reads 

that he: ñremained at his gun, resisting with its implements 

the advancing cavalry, and thus secured the retreat of his detachment.ò He died in Little Rock on September 28, 

1910, and is buried in Willow Lot 298 of Oakland and Fraternal Cemetery in Little Rock, Arkansas. The USCIS 

Fort Smith Field Office is named in his honor.  

Sources:  

ñJohn Kennedy (1834-1910)ò Encyclopedia of Arkansas. https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/  

john-kennedy-12616/ Accessed June 28, 2019.  

 

McClay, Edgar Stanton. A History of the United States Navy from 1775 to 1893. Volume II. (NY: D.  

Appleton and Company, 1894) p. 491  

 

ñUnion Medal of Honor Recipientsò Department of Missouri, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War  

http://www.suvcwmo.org/union-medal-of-honor-recipients.html Accessed June 28, 2019.  

 

ñUSCIS Fort Smith Field Officeò U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. https://www.uscis.gov/about-  

us/find-uscis-office/immigrant-medal-honor-recipients/uscis-fort-smith-field-office Accessed June 28, 2019.  
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DEPARTMENT TELEGRAPH 

CALLING ALL LOYAL BROTHERS ð 

THE 2021 NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT IS COMING TO ST. 
LOUIS!! 

The following brothers have answered the call and purchased Loyalty Bonds, so far: 
William Stuart Inglish ð Tiger Camp; Walt Busch ð Grant Camp (3); Randel Baehr ð Wilhelmi Camp; St James 
Camp 326; Alan Trodus ð Fletcher Camp; Bob Petrovic ð Grant Camp; Mark Coplin ð Grant Camp (3); Robert 
Aubuchon ð Grant Camp (2); Martin Aubuchon ð Grant Camp; US Grant Camp 68 (5), Donald Palmer, Jr., John 
Palmer, General Thomas C Fletcher Camp 46 (5), Sumner Hunnewell -Dual Camps (5), Westport Camp (5), John 
Avery ð Grant Camp, Gary Scheel- St James Camp, Randal Burd Jr -Fletcher Camp (5), Ed Krieser ð Phelps Camp 
(5), Wilhelmi Camp (3), and Robert Amsler Jr. 
  
Individual members and camps can support the encampment by sending in $20 for a loyalty bond.  The issued 
bond entitles the named bond holder to claim twenty dollars back in 2022.  In the meantime, the money has allowed 
the encampment committee to quickly buy items and enter contracts and hopefully collect more money so that we 
can continue to complete our task. 
 
If  you have any ideas, contacts to share with us, etc.  Please contact Bob Petrovic, chairman of the committee, at 
rpetro7776@aol.com or Walt Busch, sec-treasurer of the committee at wbusch@suvcwmo.org.  We will be having 
another major organizational meeting in the next few months and will be sending out an invite to all camps to send 
one member to the meeting.  We hope all can participate and make this a truly department function. 

CHECK OUT OUR TRIVIA NIGHT ON THE NEXT PAGE! 

mailto:rpetro7776@aol.com
mailto:wbusch@suvcwmo.org
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Commander Dale Crandellõs  

Commander Dale Crandellõs  

  

 

 

 

 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
invite you to a trivia night.  

July 27 at 6:30 p.m.  

At St. Mary Magdalen Parish House  

4924 Bancroft Ave., St. Louis, 63109  

Door Prizes after Each Round!  

Silent Auction  

Heads and Tails  

50-50  

Raffles for   

 
 Hockey memorabilia  

 

 Baseball memorabilia 

 

 Civil War items  

  

$100 per table of eight.  

Soda, water, and snacks provided. Bring your own Adult Beverage.  

Contact Sumner Hunnewell  

svc@suvcwmo.org or (636) 464-3856  
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Commander Dale Crandallõ s 

Department Message 

Among the proudest moments of my tenure as Department Commander 
occurred in June when we advanced the Allied Orders in Missouri.  For our 
Department Encampment held in St. Clair on June 1st, we had Sister Dee Wolfe, 
President of the Missouri Department, Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War (DUVCW) in attendance.  She brought greetings and shared her efforts to 
foster relations among the Allied Orders.  She reported on their fund raising 
efforts to place an historical marker to commemorate the 1916 GAR National 
Encampment held in Kansas City and as well as the efforts to publish a 
compendium about the GARõs Missouri history. 

A week later, I reciprocated by attending the DUVCW Missouri 
Department Conference in Kansas City on June 8th.  The SUVCW was one of 
three groups to bring greetings but we were the only Allied Order.  Our Missouri 
sisters run an impressive conference with 47 attendees and representation from all 
five Missouri tents.  I was jealous of their numbers and participation level.   

As we do the Department and Campõs work this year, Iõm asking that we 
look for opportunities to partner with the Allied Orders: DUVCW, ASUVCW, 
LGAR, and WRC.  Some, like the DUVCW have a presence throughout Missouri; 
and others, like the LGAR only have local members-at-large. 

I was blessed to be given a second term with the hope of progressing on 
my two initiatives.  First, there are 1,523 recipients of the Medal of Honor from the American Civil War; 34 of them 
are buried in Missouri and 3 in Arkansas.  Iõm challenging the Department to identify, preserve, and commemorate 
the story and gravesite of each of these American heroes.  If you or your camp can help contact MOH Coordinator 
Randal Burd, Jr. 

Second, the Grand Army of the Republic held two national encampments in Missouri: the 21st National 
Encampment in St. Louis, September 28-30, 1887; and 50th National Encampment in Kansas City, August 28-
September 2, 1916.  Iõm challenging the Department, to commemorate and mark the history of each encampment.  
The Kansas City marker is fully funded, now letõs shift our attention to the St. Louis marker.  If you can help 
contact Marty Aubuchon with Grant Camp. 
 
In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty,  
 
Dale Crandell 
 

 
 
Commander Crandell bringing 
greetings to the sisters attending the 
DUVCW Missouri Department 
Conference.  
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Meet Your Commander 
 

Dale Edward Crandell and his father John Edward Crandell joined the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil  
in 2010 to honor their ancestor, 1st Lieutenant Samuel 
Wesley Crandell who served in Company I, 6th Kentucky 
Cavalry.  Their supplemental ancestors include Private Lewis 
Adkins of the 48th Iowa Infantry, Private William Gitt of the 
166th Pennsylvania Infantry, and Private Mathew Leonard of 
the 32nd Missouri Infantry.  Dale really is an SOB, having 
ancestors on both sides of the American Civil War and 
membership in the Sons of Confederate Veterans.   

For the Union side, Dale is a member from 
Westport Camp #64 where he served as Camp Commander 
and Camp Secretary-Treasurer.  He served the Department 
as a Council Member, Junior Vice Commander, and two 
terms as Senior Vice Commander, as well as being appointed 
ROTC Coordinator for four terms.  He is an SVR member 
as a Private in the 1st Missouri Engineers and Corporal in the 
1st Missouri State Militia.  He is also a member of the Sons 
of the American Revolution, Society of the War of 1812, 
Military Order of the Loyal Legion in the United States, 
Society of the Descendants of the Colonial Clergy, and 
Crandall Family Association.  

Dale is a Missouri native, growing up with three 
siblings in Mountain Grove, a place in the Ozarks that unless 
you know where it is you probably canõt find it.  He was a 
cub scout for a while, playing school football, church league 
softball, and believe-it-or-not math league competitions.  
Being in the heart of dairy country, of course he was hauling 
hay since before he could drive; and delivered furniture for 
the family business.  Post-college, Lieutenant Crandell was 
commissioned through the ROTC program and served in the 
United States Navy, Civil Engineer Corps.  He was stationed 
at Fleet Activities, Sasebo, Japan and Naval Security Group, 
Homestead, Florida where he had the unique experience of 
three typhoons-hurricanes, the last being Hurricane Andrew.  
Given Daleõs dislike of coffee and the Navyõs dislike of 
typhoons-hurricanes and people who dislike coffee, Dale was 
honorably discharged and released to the inactive naval 
reserves. 

Dale is an engineer with the calculator and slide-rule 
to prove it.  Working as a project and facility manager for 
Butler Manufacturing, Boatmenõs Bank, and AT&T.  He is 
currently an Associate Professor at the University of Kansas 
where he teaches project and financial management to School of Engineering graduate students.  He started and is 
ending his professional career as a Jayhawk. 
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI 

www.suvcwmo.org 

 

            Dale Crandell, PCC Commander 

commander@suvcwmo.org 
  

  

         DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 12  
Series 2018-2019  

2 May 2019  
  

24th Encampment of the Department Encampment  
  
In accordance with the Department Bylaws, Article II, the Department of Missouri shall hold an annual 
Encampment on the 1st Saturday in June at a place determined by the Departmentõs Encampment Site Committee 
with notice given by the Department Commander.  
  

Date: Saturday, 1 June 2019  
Time: 9:00 am  
Location: Jerronsõ Cake & Catering, 25 South Main Street, St. Clair, Missouri  

  
Attendees to the Department Encampment must complete the registration form and pay $7 if pre-registering and 
$10 if registering onsite.  The registration form is available at:  
 http://www.suvcwmo.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30960503/2019_department_encampment_information.pdf  
  
Per Department Policy 402, all elected and appointed officers, and committee chairs should attend and submit 
written reports and recommendations to the Department Commander and Department Secretary at least one week 
prior to the date of the meeting (25 May 2019).  All Past Commanders-in-Chief, Past Department Commanders, 
and the Department Commander are automatic delegates at the Department Encampment.  The Department 
Secretary provides credential cards for Department Officers.    
  
All Camps are requested to submit written reports and recommendations to the Department Commander and 
Department Secretary at least one week prior to the date of the meeting (25 May 2019).  Camps are encouraged to 
elect their quota of delegates to the Department Encampment.  All Past Camp Commanders and Camp 
Commanders are automatic delegates at the Department Encampment.  The Camp Secretary provides credential 
cards for Camp officers and delegates.  
  
Per Department Policy 400, a delegate must present their credential card and membership card to the Department 
Secretary in order to vote at the Department Encampment.  Per Department Policy 100, all Department Officers 
must wear their membership badge.   All Camp Officers and delegates are encouraged to wear their membership 
badge.  
   
Ordered this 2nd Day of May, 2019,  Attest:  
  
Dale Crandell, PCC     Edward Krieser, PCinC  
Commander     Secretary  
Department of Missouri     Department of Missouri    
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War     Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War  

http://www.suvcwmo.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30960503/2019_department_encampment_information.pdf
http://www.suvcwmo.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30960503/2019_department_encampment_information.pdf
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR  

            DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI  

                                    www.suvcwmo.org  

  

            Dale Crandell, PCC Commander  

commander@suvcwmo.org  

  

     

    DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 13  

Series 2018-2019  

2 May 2019  

  

Proposed Amendment to the Constitution and Regulations  

  

General Order #7 dated 5 December 2018 reported that the 137th National Encampment of the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) approved an amendment to the Constitution and Regulations (C&R), Article V, 

Section 2(b) by removing òthe last proceedingó from the first sentence:  

  

Article V, Section 2b. If the Commander-in-Chief is of the opinion that an action of the last proceeding any  

National Encampment is in violation of or in conflict with our Congressional Charter, and/or the  

Constitution, and/or National Regulations, and/or United States Law, and/or any Stateõs Law, he may propose such General 
Order(s) to delay implementation of such action or suspend such action if previously implemented, until such time as the violation 
or conflict can be corrected. A two-thirds majority vote of the Council of Administration is required to support the proposed 
General Order authorizing the Commander-in-Chief to proceed, the Commander-in-Chief abstaining from participating in such 
vote and the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief may only vote to break a tie. Such presentation and vote may be taken by electronic 
means of communication. The Commander-in-Chief must propose a resolution to the conflict by the next National Encampment.  

  

For compliance with the C&R, Article IX, ratification of an amendment to the Constitution requires approval by 
50% of the Departments.  Accordingly, General Order #7 directs all Departments to vote to approve or reject the 
amendment at their 2019 Departments Encampments.    
  

A vote by the Department of Missouri to approve or reject this proposed amendment is on the agenda for the 24th 

Encampment of the Department of Missouri on 1 June 2019 at St. Clair, Missouri.  Members and Camps are 

encouraged to review the proposed amendment and provide guidance to their delegates.    

  

  

Ordered this 2nd Day of May, 2019,  Attest:  

  

Dale Crandell, PCC     Edward Krieser, PCinC  

Commander     Secretary  

Department of Missouri     Department of Missouri    

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War     Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War  
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI 

                           www.suvcwmo.org 

                            Dale Crandell, PCC 

Commander  
commander@suvcwmo.org 

  

  

  

  

DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 14  

Series 2018-2019  

24 May 2019  
  

Memorial Day Observance  
  

General John Logan, while serving as Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) issued 

General Order #11 on May 5, 1868 establishing Decoration Day, which we now call Memorial Day.  His charge was 

that we commemorate at the gravesite of fallen soldiers, sailors, and marines:  

  

Let us, then, at the time appointed gather around their sacred remains and garland the passionless mounds above them 
with the choicest flowers of spring-time; let us raise above them the dear old flag they saved from dishonor; let us in this 
solemn presence renew our pledges to aid and assist those whom they have left among us a sacred charge upon a nation's 
gratitude, the soldier's and sailor's widow and orphan.  

  

As the descendants and lawful heirs of the GAR, each of us pledged during our membership induction to always 

observe the day set aside as Memorial Day, sacred to the memory of the Union Soldiers and Sailors.  Whether 

commemorating the observed Memorial Day on Monday, May 27th or traditional Memorial Day on Thursday, May 

30th, or both, Camps and members of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War throughout Missouri and 

Arkansas are asked to take time to participate in Memorial Day services honoring our fallen veterans of all eras but 

especially those Civil War veterans.  

  

Ordered this 24th Day of May, 2019,  Attest:  

  

Dale Crandell, PCC     Edward Krieser, PCinC  
Commander     Secretary  
Department of Missouri     Department of Missouri    
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War     Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War  
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Orders Continued on Page 24 

------------- 

From the 2019 Department Encampment 

 
Minutes to the meeting have not been made yet, so I donôt have the records to announce a lot to you.  They 

should be ready by the next newsletter.  We had Sister Dee Wolfe, President of the Missouri Department, 
Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
(DUVCW) and Commander-in-Chief Donald Shaw 
of the Sons of Union Veterans in attendance.   
 
We didnõt have a lot of awards issued this year. Past 
Commander-in-Chief Ed Krieser, now of Phelps 
Camp, was given the Frank Blair Jr Award for 
Outstanding Member.  Mark Christ of Arkansas 
Historic Preservation is to receive the Wayne 
Sampson Show-Me Award for a non-member doing 
the most to help keep the memory of the soldiers 
and GAR fresh in the memory of Americans.  His 
has done a lot in Arkansas including getting all the 
GAR monuments there on the National Register.  
Finally, the Fletcher Camp and Grant Camp received 
Eads Awards for Outstanding Camps. 
 

The following are some pictures from the event. 
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI 
www.suvcwmo.org 

 

Dale Crandell, PDC 

Commander 

commander@suvcwmo.org 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 2 

Series 2019-2020 

17 June 2019 
 

Passing of Brother Robert Dean Hammack 
 

With sorrow, the Department of Missouri, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War reports the passing of Brother 

Robert (Bob) Dean Hammack on 13 June 2019.  Brother Bob was a life member of the Lt. Col. J. Felix St. James 

Camp #326.  He faithfully served for many years as both Department and Camp Eagle Scout Coordinator 

 

In memory of Brother Robert Hammack, the Departmentôs Charter and website shall be draped, all Camp Charters 

and websites shall be draped, and all brothers shall attach a black mourning ribbon to their membership badge.  

Following the Departmentôs mourning policy, this Order shall remain in effect for fourteen days from this date. 

 

 

Ordered this 17th Day of June, 2019,  Attest: 

 

Dale Crandell, PDC   Edward Krieser, PCinC 

Commander   Secretary 

Department of Missouri   Department of Missouri  

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War   Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CǊƻƳ [Ŝƴ 9ŀƎƭŜōǳǊƎŜǊΩǎ Ozark Civil War Weekly 
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DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI 
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Dale Crandell, PDC 

Commander 
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DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 3 

Series 2019-20209 

20 June 2019 
 

2019-2020 Standing and Special Committees 
 

Bylaws Committee. In accordance with the Department Bylaws, Article VII, the Department Senior Vice 

Commander chairs this standing committee and may appoint any brother in good standing to the committee:  

 

Chair: Sumner Hunnewell, PCC 

 

Awards Committee.  In accordance with the Department Bylaws, Article VII, the Department Senior Vice 

Commander chairs this standing committee with our three most recent Past Department Commanders serving as 

committee members: 

 

Chair: Sumner Hunnewell, PCC 

Member: Randal Burd, Jr., PDD 

Member: Martin Aubuchon, PDD 

Member: Glen Alsop, PDD 

 

Encampment Site Committee.  In accordance with the Department Bylaws, Article VII, the Department 

Commander appoints at least two members to this standing committee.  The committee chair may make any 

additional appointments he chooses: 

 

Chair: Walter Busch, PDD 

Member: Michael Lundeen, PCC 

 

JROTC Selection Committee.  In accordance with the 2017 Department Encampment, this special committee 

selects the JROTC Outstanding Cadet and administers the Departmentôs $200 prize.  The committee has a 30 

October 2020 sunset.  The committee chair may make any additional appointments he chooses: 

 

Chair: Alan Heidbreder, PCC 

Member: James Martin 

 

History  Selection Committee.  In accordance with the 2019 Department Encampment, this special committee 

selects the National History Day in Missouri competition recipient and administer the Departmentôs $200 prize.  

The committee has a 30 June 2020 sunset.  The committee chair may make any additional appointments he 

chooses: 
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Chair: Jim Stebbings 

Member: Randal Burd, Jr., PDC 

 

National Encampment in Missouri Host Committee.  In accordance with Department Order #6, Series 2018-

2019, this special committee: represent the Department to the National Order to plan and implement all activities 

associated with a National Encampment and outlined in the Hosting a National Encampment of the Allied Orders 

of the Grand Army of the Republic guidebook; represent the Department to other Allied Orders to plan and 

implement their activities following their guidelines; act on behalf of the Department for all planning, approval, 

financial transactions, and purchases, subject to regular review and audit by the Departmentôs Officers and 

Council; provide regular reports at Department Encampments and Business Meetings; and appoint subcommittees 

and work teams as needed.  The committee has a 30 June 2022 sunset.  The committee chair may make any 

additional appointments he chooses: 

 

Chair: Robert Petrovic, PDC 

Secretary-Treasurer: Walter Busch, PDC 

 

GAR National Encampment Committee.  In accordance with the 2018 Department Encampment, this special 

committee coordinates commemoration of the GARôs 21st National Encampment in St. Louis and 50th National 

Encampment in Kansas City.  The committee has a 30 June 2022 sunset.  The committee chair may make any 

additional appointments he chooses: 

 

Chair: Martin Aubuchon, PDC 

Member: Rodney Terry, PCC 

 

Programs Committee.  This special committee coordinates Department-wide programs and activities that 

advance the principals, mission, and goals of the National Order and Department.  The committee has a 30 June 

2020 sunset.  The committee chair may make any additional appointments he chooses: 

 

Chair: Don Palmer, PCinC 

Member: Gary Scheel, PCC 

 

Honoring Living Veterans Committee.  This special committee is chartered to recognize the service of our 

members who served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  The committee has a 30 June 2020 sunset.  The committee chair 

may make any additional appointments he chooses: 

 

Chair: Michael Lundeen, PCC 

Member: Randal Burd, Jr., PDC 

 

Ordered this 20th Day of June, 2019,  Attest: 

 

Dale Crandell, PDC   Edward Krieser, PCinC 

Commander   Secretary 

Department of Missouri   Department of Missouri  

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War   Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
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Dale Crandell, PDC 
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DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 4 

Series 2019-2020 

21 June 2019 
 

2019-2020 Department Business Meetings 
 

In accordance with the Department Bylaws, Article II, the Department Commander shall schedule business 

meetings in October and March; and give notice of the date, time, and location. 

 

Date: Saturday, 12 October 2019 

Time: 10:00 am 

Location: Missouri River Regional Library, 214 Adams Street, Jefferson City, Missouri 

 

Date: Saturday, 14 March 2020 

Time: 10:00 am 

Location: Missouri River Regional Library, 214 Adams Street, Jefferson City, Missouri 

 

Per Department Policy 402, all elected officers, staff officers, and committee chairs should attend and submit 

written reports to the Department Commander and Department Secretary at least one week prior to the date of the 

business meeting (5 October 2019 and 7 March 2020).  Per Department Policy 100, all officers must wear their 

membership badge. 

 

All camps are encouraged to send representatives to business meetings, and all members in good standing may 

vote.  Per Department Policy 401, all members must present their membership card when requested.  All  members 

are encouraged to wear their membership badge.  

 

Ordered this 21st Day of June, 2019,  Attest: 

 

Dale Crandell, PDC   Edward Krieser, PCinC 

Commander   Secretary 

Department of Missouri   Department of Missouri  

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War   Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

   

 

 

mailto:dcrandell@swbell.net
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In Memory of Robert Hammack 

 

Bob was a Vietnam Veteran serving in the 19th 
Engineer Battalion [Combat] from 3  March 
1967 to 11 June 1968.  He was in the U.S. Army 
from Sept 1966 thru March 1993 retiring as a 
Master Sergeant E-8.  Most of the time in 
service was in the U.S. Army Reserve. 
 
He was an Eagle Scout and worked with the 
Boy Scouts for over 50 years.  When he 
returned home from Vietnam he was involved 
with the building of the S Bar F Boy Scout 
Camp south of Farmington.  He was actively 
involved in our Camp as Eagle Scout 
Coordinator and presented many certificates 
and challenge coins for our Camp. 
 
Bob was a life member of the SUVCW and a 
member of St. James Camp #326, Ste. 
Genevieve, MO. 
 
Bob was cremated and that they are planning 
some kind of memorial/fund raising event at 

his church in the St. Louis area on July 27th 
of July 28th not sure which at the time of 
press. 
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CAMP DISPATCHES 

Grant Camp 

Sumner Hunnewell (right) presents JROTC award at Gateway 
STEM High School in St. Louis this April. 

Below: Grant Camp Member Greg Wolk introduces the new 
Civil War historical marker for Harris-Stowe (Teacherõs) College. 

New Rules at National Cemeteries 

Grant Camp Secretary Walt Busch wants to caution all camps 
who may be holding events at National Cemeteries in the future.  
Jefferson Barracks and apparently other VA cemeteries are using 
a new form to approve events.  The form requires your camp to 
accept responsibility for the use of musket or cannon salutes, 

provide an agenda,  and also provide a list of all 
speakers you are planning to use and what 
organization they are representing.   

Memorial Day at Jefferson Barracks 

US Grant Camp once again led the Civil War 
ceremonies at one of the largest VA cemeteries 
on Memorial Day.  They were assisted by the 
Turner Brigade Company M Artillery, members 
of the Turner Brigade infantry units and 
members of other SUVCW camps.  The 
ceremonies use to be shared with Sherman 
Camp and the camps alternated years they led 
the event, but since the closure of that camp, 
Grant Camp has led the event for the past 

several years.  

All the groups regularly assist at the ceremonies for all US 
veterans prior to holding their own ceremonies for Civil War 
soldiers in the Civil War section of the cemetery. 

Several pictures follow of the Civil War ceremony.  The picture 
to the left is of 
Grant Camp 
Commander 
Robert Amsler, 
Jr. as he presents 
a poppy at the 
remembrance 
wreath in the 
ceremonies 
honoring all US 
Veterans. 
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