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Events on the Horizon  i n The Next Quarter  
Oct 2-3  Central Region ð Allied Orders Conference, Vincennes, IN. (Info this newsletter) 
Oct 10   Department Meeting ð Cole Co Historical Society (Info this issue in Dept Order) 
Oct 24   Noon ð Virtual National Encampment 
Oct 25   1pm ð Sherman Remembrance Day ð Shermanõs Grave, Calvary Cemetery, St. Louis, MO 
Nov 8    2pm ð Veteranõs Day Ceremony ð Daughters of the American Revolution, US Grant Camp SUVCW     
                       & Julia Dent Grant Tent DUVCW ð Bellefontaine Cemetery, St. Louis, MO 
Nov 11 -  Tradit ional Veteranõs Day 
 

 

Editorôs Comments by Walt Busch, PDC  

 

 

We havenõt had the opportunity to do much.  So, I guess that is why this is the largest newsletter to 
date (except for ones that included the department minutes)!  I called on all officers in a panic.  
Since we hadnõt done much these past months, I was worried that we wouldnõt have much of a 
newsletter.  I like to deliver at least a 26 page one.  Well, suddenly I got stuff from officers, but 
somehow several non-members also sent me stories.  This forced me to think a little about this 
issue.   
 
The more I thought, the more I decided to include everything Iõve been sent this quarter, including 
all the pages of the camp newsletters I receive.  Usually, Fletcher, St. James and Phelps camp send 
me these so I thought it would be great to show you how each camp designs their newsletter as 
well as what they put in them.   
 
Some outside people sent me several articles too.  Initially I thought that maybe I ought to print 
only one or two and save the rest for other issues.  But then, again, I decided, òWhat the heck!ó So, 
you get everything that has been submitted to me. [Ok, I did edit several articles sent to better 
conform with the style I use in the rest of the newsletter.]  Enjoy! There is a lot of info in this 
issue. 

 
 

The Missouri Unionist is copyrighted 2020 by the Missouri Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (M-SUVCW).  The Missouri SUVCW Logo is 
copyrighted 2020 by the M-SUVCW.  Use of the logo is prohibited without the permission of the M-SUVCW.  Articles and photos may be 
distributed, shared, copied, etc. freely and it is requested that proper credit be given to the M-SUVCW and any mentioned authors. 



 

Collectorôs Corner 

by 
Douglas Roussin, Fall 2020 

2nd Lt. Co. E, 47th Mo. Infantry, SVR 
 

In the many years that I have collected G.A.R. and S.U.V. belts and buckles, I have seen different 
buckles on many types of belts.  These include brown and black leather belts, leather belts covered 
in gold and silver braid and white web belts in various patterns.  A G.A.R. buckle was even used on 
a shotgun hunting belt. 

(This 12 ga. Shotgun 
belt has the large 
nickel plate G.A.R. 
buckle with the G.A.R. 
letters surrounded by 
20 stars.  This was the 
official buckle for the 
Department of 
Massachusetts.  It was 
to be worn on a white 
web belt.)  

 
While Grand Army belts seem to be plentiful, Sons of Veterans belts are not often seen.  But when 
found, they show a variety of styles, just like the G.A.R. belts.  They are found on leather, web and 
sometimes on military canvas. 
 
In the late 1870õs, various G.A.R. posts across the country started organizing their sons into Cadet 
Corps and Sons of Veteran units.  Departments, including Missouri, wanted to consolidate these 
units and this was accomplished in 1881 with the birth of the Sons of Veterans of the United States 
of America.   
 
The young men who formed the S.O.V.U.S.A. would swear to defend the nation with the 
following oath. 
  
òWherever an enemy of liberty shall appear in our front, may the touch of elbow to elbow assure 
each comrade that he is supported on either side by sworn friends.ó 
 
This vow was taken very seriously.  They quickly formed military units of cavalry, artillery and 
infantry. The infantry became the largest group.  In some cases, the state or federal government 
would supply the Sons with army equipment which included uniforms and firearms.  Some states 
viewed the SV as state militia or part of its National Guard. 
 
These units formed companies and regiments.  By 1888, over 400 camps were armed and 
equipped. Both armed and unarmed camps drilled on a regular schedule.  In the 1880õs and 1890õs, 
the S.O.V. were armed with the 45/70 Springfield rifle and ammo belts.   
 



 

  
(The back of the belt plate is marked, Anson Mills, Pat. Feb. 1, 1881, T. Corndorff Sole Manf., 

Worcester, Mass, U.S.A.  The belt has 45 loops for cartridges.) 
 
Some Sons of Veterans units volunteered and fought in the Spanish American War.  They were 
regarded by the regular army as state militia.  The Sons were outfitted in uniforms that reflected 
that they were a òSons of Veteranó unit.  Their jackets had SV buttons and their hats and collar 
insignia reflected the same.   
 
Around 1900, the Sons of Veterans Reserve was formed and equipped with the newer 30/40 Krag 
rifle and ammo belt.   

(This Sons of 
Veterans Reserve 
buckle has nickeled 
on brass SVR letters 
which have been 
attached to a plain 
plate with small 
wires going through.  

The 45 loops were made to hold cartridges for the 30/40 Krag.  This and the other Sons of 
Veteransõ military belt are quite rare.)   
 
Today, the SVR is a ceremonial organization with the group 
armed with Civil War muskets and equipment. They no 
longer use the 45/70 Springfield or 30/40 Krag military 
belts of the past. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

òTrue, Brave and Faithfuló:  A Missouri Blacksmith in the Civil 
War 

 
by Larry Crawford 

 
 As the American Civil War began, in May 1861 President Abraham Lincoln issued a call 
for volunteers for three years of military service. 
 On 8 June 1861, a twenty-seven-year-old blacksmith, William Theodore Ogle, 
volunteered for the Union in Hannibal, Missouri.  He joined the 10th Missouri Volunteer 
Infantry regiment, Company I, commanded by Capt. Joel W. Strong. T h e r e  was also a 10th 
Missouri regiment organized on the Confederate side. Despite many of his neighbors being 
Confederate sympathizers, Ogle joined the Union 10th.  Over the next three years, Private Ogle 
witnessed the most decisive campaigns and battles in the western theater of the Civil War. 
 Missouri, as a border state, was particularly split in loyalties to the Union and Confederate 
causes, as also was the state of Maryland ð where William Ogle was born on 7 May, 1834 in 
Frederick Co.  The National Archives show dozens of Ogles from Missouri in service on both 
sides of the conflict.   
 After training, garrison, and patrol duty around Missouri,  Ogle and his regiment moved to 
the battlefront in Tennessee and Mississippi.  At the end of April 1862, they joined General 
Ulysses Grantõs army at Pittsburgh Landing in Tennessee, on the grounds of the bloody battle of 
Shiloh earlier that month.  Under the unskillful command of Henry Halleck, who took over from 
Grant, the 10th Missouri slowly advanced towards the Confederate stronghold of Corinth in 
Mississippi.  Private Ogle probably saw his first experience under fire during skirmishes at 
Farmington and Booneville Crossroads at the end of May, just before the Confederates 
abandoned Corinth to the Union army. 
 Many Missourians in the 10th regiment wrote fond accounts about trying to get a meal 
or relax off duty at the large Tishomingo Hotel and its shady porches, near the Corinth 
railroad depot, and William Ogle may have joined in this respite from the war. 
 More desperate fighting soon lay ahead for Private Ogle and the 10th in fall 1862.  In 
September, the regiment was part of General William Rosecransõ Union army, who devised a 
risky double-sided attack on the Confederate forces at Iuka, Mississippi.  Ogle and the 10th 
Missouri were positioned on the right flank as the armies collided, and held this exposed 
position for several hours under rifle and cannon fire, without being able to maneuver. The 
fighting was fierce, but it only counted as a partial Union victory.   Afterwards, Rosecrans 
moved his troops back to Corinth. 
 The following month brought another desperate battle.  Because Corinth was a key road 
and rail crossroads in northern Mississippi, Confederate forces made a heavy assault attempting 
to regain the town on 3-4 October 1862.  Although the Union army occupying Corinth knew 
that a strong Confederate force was approaching, they were still nearly overwhelmed by the 
ferocious assault on Corinthõs fortifications.  As nearby Union units reeled back in disarray, 
Ogleõs regiment was in the thick of the fighting on the north side of the town.  At a critical 
moment, the 10th Missouri distinguished itself by charging ahead to retake a Union artillery 
battery.  The Missourians then turned the guns back around, and directed cannon fire against the 
Confederates, shifting the balance in the struggle. During the charge, the commander of the 10th 
Missouri was wounded, and Francis C. Deimling took command.  By reestablishing and holding 
the line, Ogle and his regiment helped the Union army win a narrow victory and hold the town.  
During the fighting around the artillery fortification, Ogle and his fellow 10th Missouri 
infantrymen were battling against fellow Missouri troops on the Confederate side, a tragic note 
in the Civil War. 
 After Corinth, Ogleõs regiment did quieter garrison protection of rail lines during the 
winter.  During this time Leonidas Horney became the regiment commander.  In March 1863, 



 

the 10th Missouri moved to participate in Grantõs famous campaign to capture the key 
Mississippi river city of Vicksburg from the Confederacy.  The campaign began with a series of 
miserable failures, but Grant kept trying.  The 10th and other Union troops embarked onto 
transport ships to try to approach Vicksburg from the north, through the narrow Yazoo Pass 
waterway.  Outside Greenwood, Mississippi, a Confederate fort with its artillery forced the 
Union flotilla to turn back ignominiously.  The 10th Missouri then joined Grantõs main force on 
the west bank of the Mississippi opposite the fortified city of Vicksburg.  In April, Grant set 
aside standard military procedure and made a bold gamble.  After the Union fleet slipped 
downstream past Vicksburg at night, it ferried the 10th Missouri and other Federal troops over 
to the Confederate-held east bank. On May 1 came the first contest of Grantõs move, near Port 
Gibson.  On rough ground outside the town, a small Confederate force held off Grantõs troops.  
In the afternoon, Union troops supported by the 10th Missouri attacked and broke through the 
right side of Confederate line for a victory. 
 The door to Vicksburg was now swinging open to Grant, and Union soldiers like Ogle felt 
jubilation after a long stalemate. Without quartermaster supplies being woefully inadequate, 
Ogle and his fellow 10th Missouri soldiers foraged the countryside for provisions as they pushed 
eastward towards Jackson, the capitol of Mississippi.  Colonel Horney wrote home that his 
Missouri regiment soldiers were well supplied with foraged provisions such as bacon and 
molasses from farms, but were going without coffee.  On May 12, the 10th Missouri helped roll 
up the left flank of the Confederate line at the battle of Raymond, only 27 miles from Jackson. 
Then on May 14, the 10th Missouri regiment led an exposed quarter-mile charge across an open 
field against a stubborn Confederate line of resistance, at the Wright farmstead outside Jackson.  
By dayõs end, the Confederate troops gave way, abandoning the city to the oncoming Union 
forces. The 10th Missouri suffered heavy casualties in this fierce fighting to capture Jackson, and 
more were to come soon. 
 With Vicksburg isolated from outside aid, along with Grantõs army the 10th Missouri 
turned and marched quickly west to now attack Vicksburg directly.  On May 16 the Confederate 
army was positioned for defense and counterattacked along Championõs Hill, midway on the 
road to Vicksburg.  The armies engaged.  A Confederate surge in the midafternoon nearly broke 
the Union line.  The approaching 10th Missouri troops, parched, footsore and exhausted from 
their march, hurried forward to counterattack up the hill.  The regiment pushed the 
Confederates back up the slope and over the crest of Championõs Hill.  By the end of the day, 
Grant had a solid victory, and the Confederate army had been broken ð but at a cost to the 10th 
Missouri.   
 During the afternoon Colonel Horney had been killed, and William Ogle suffered a 
wound to his hand.  Another 46 regimental casualties resulted from the dayõs conflict.  A 
battlefield wound to the hand was serious and simple illnesses sometimes more so.   At this time 
medical science was so limited so that even small battle wounds, or other infectious sickness 
were easily fatal. In its course of wartime service, the 10th Missouri lost about 100 men to 
battlefield injuries, but suffered well over 200 deaths from illness.  
 The regimentõs surgeon, Oliver Payne, cared for Ogle and the other wounded. William 
Ogle did survive his wound, and continued his service with his regiment in the Vicksburg 
campaign. After the battle, Grant ordered the 10th Missouri to gather and tend to all the 
wounded and dead on the battlefield, a task occupying several days.  By this time, the 10th 
Missouri had been reduced to about 325 soldiers in size.  The regiment had marched 180 miles 
in 15 days, and fought four battles. Private Ogle must have certainly pondered the sacrifices 
being made in the war during these days. 



 

 With Vicksburg surrounded and with his army once again well supplied by Mississippi 
river transports, Grant settled into position, facing the prospect of a siege, a miserable waiting 
game.  The 10th Missouri took up a position on the northeast corner of the siege line, which is 
now marked by a large regimental monument and a plaque marking the regimentõs advance line 
of sharpshooters.  Grant, impatient, made a decision he must have regretted later.  On May 22, 
the Union troops made a general assault on the Confederate fortifications at the Great Redoubt 

and Louisiana Redan 
forts. The 10th 
Missouri 
participated in this 
deadly but futile 
attack on the 
Confederate line.  
After this failure to 
take the positions,  
Grant patiently held 
the Vicksburg siege 
trenches lines until 
the Confederates 
made their 
surrender on 4 July 
1863. The 10th 
Missouri was 
selected to be part 
of the ceremonial 
march into the city 
that day, so Private 
Ogle was among the 
first Union soldiers 
to enter Vicksburg 
peaceably on a 
joyous 
Independence Day.  
President Lincoln 
famously celebrated 
this turning point of 
reestablished Union 
control of the 
Mississippi River, 
saying òThe Father 

of Waters again goes unvexed to the sea.ó   Along with the Union victory at Gettysburg, PA, the 
month of July 1863 was a turning point in the conflict. 
 However, a long road still lay ahead. William Ogle was to witness another closing 
chapter of the war in Tennessee and Georgia.  After a brief assignment to Helena, Arkansas, in 
November 1863 Ogle and his regiment hurried by foot and rail east to Chattanooga, TN. The 
army of General Rosecrans was in deep trouble, defeated and bottled up without supplies in 
that city.  As Ogle and the 10th Missouri boated across the Tennessee River and moved into 
attack position on 24 November 1863, they and thousands more in the river valley were 
observers of the famous spectacle high over them on Lookout Mountain known as  òThe Battle 
Above the Clouds.ó  This initial Union success was an omen. The 10th Missouri was in the 
battle line for the next morningõs attack on Tunnel Hill, the Confederate stronghold on the 



 

north end of Missionary Ridge, which stalled in the face of fierce Confederate resistance.  In 
the afternoon, Grantõs troops attacked the center of Missionary Ridge and broke through for a 
decisive victory by dayõs end.  This opened the door for General Sherman to advance to 
Atlanta and across Georgia in spring of 1864. 
 During the winter of 1863-64, the 10th Missouri did railroad guard duty, and bridge 
construction. Since William Ogle had been a blacksmith before volunteering, his expertise surely 
made him very useful in this kind of duty.  As Shermanõs army moved south towards Atlanta 
during spring and summer 1864, his railroad supply line coming from Chattanooga needed 
protection, and Ogleõs company received this rear area assignment, probably in part because the 
unitõs three-year enlistment term was coming close to its end. This duty was tedious, yet perhaps 
rather welcome.  But danger was still close. 
 Ogle and his fellow Company I soldiers were stationed at Resaca, GA, along with their own 
Company K and about 700 other Union troops, guarding the railroad line and its river bridge.  In 
September, Confederate General Hood abandoned Atlanta to Shermanõs army, then swung his 
troops around behind Sherman to strike at the rail line. 
 On 12 October 1864, Private Ogle and the other Union soldiers found themselves 
surrounded in full view by thousands of Confederates, with artillery in place on the nearby hills.  
Under cannon and rifle fire, the Union commander Clark Weaver received a written demand for 
surrender from Hood, who threatened that a Confederate attack that would kill every Union 
soldier, and no prisoners would be taken. Weaver bravely replied to the Confederates that, "In 

my opinion I can hold this post. If you want it, come and take it."  Union troops raised as many 
flags as they could, and posted many men forward as skirmishers, to try to give the appearance of 



 

a larger force. The standoff with shelling and firing continued to the next day, and Ogle and his 
fellow soldiers waited for the main assault as the hours passed by.  From Atlanta, General 
Sherman telegraphed to hold Resaca òto the death,ó and began rushing troops toward it to try a 
rescue of the beleaguered Union garrison. At the end of day on 13 October, Hood decided that 
Resaca was too strongly defended to risk an attack, and he moved north towards the battle of 
Nashville in December, which resulted in the final destruction of his army. The little Union force 
guarding Resaca was safe, and had done their duty fending off Hoodõs offensive. 
 This siege at Resaca was the last battle for William Ogle.  Two weeks later, his Company I 
along with Company K returned to St. Louis, where they were the final soldiers mustered out of 
service from the 10th on 31 October 1864. 
 Ogleõs 1864 discharge form is among the familyõs heirloom possessions. It features a 
notable testimonial added after the war by Francis Deimling, Ogleõs regimental commander.  
Deimling attests that òWm. T. Ogle was a true, brave and faithful soldier,ó and adds five more 
battles to Ogleõs combat service list. The officerõs warm testimonial adds to the human interest 
of this document about an Ogle family member in one of Americaõs most significant historic 
events. 
 The welcome end of the Civil War came the following spring.  Ogle returned to his 
family, and the Ogles continued their lives as farmers and small town business people in 
Iowa and Minnesota into the twentieth century. William Theodore Ogle died on 9 October, 
1898 at Bancroft, Kossuth County, Iowa. 
 (An earlier version of this article appeared in òThe Ogle Genealogist.ó) 

 
Sources: 

 
Adjutant Generalõs Off ice Discharge Form 89 for William Theodore Ogle, 31 October 1864, with additional 
handwritten testimony. 

 
òRegimental History of the Tenth Missouri Volunteer Infantryó on digital.shsmo.org 

/ digital/ collection/ amcw/ id/ 20888/     An 1892 regimental history. 
 
òThe War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armiesó 
on books.google.com.   Contains several reports about the 10th Missouri regiment by associated Union 
off icers such as Deimling, Horney, Holmes and others. 

 
Frederick H. Dyer, òCompendium of the War of the Rebellion: Regimental Histories: 10th Missouri Regiment 
Infantry,ó on 
www.perseus.tufts.edu/ hopper/ text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2001.05.0146%3Achapter%3D22%3Aregiment%3
DMO10   A service history timeline of the 10th Missouri. 

 
òLieut. Col. Leonidas Horneyóon battleofchampionhill.org.  Anecdotes and letters about the 10th Missouri. 

 
 

With A Side of Tartar Sauce, Please! 
 

An injured Pennsylvania soldier after the 
battle of Antietam wrote his family that a 
piece of catfish fat he had in his knapsack 

did better on the wound than anything 
else. 

From Pvt. Willisõ Catfish Balm 
by James M. Schmidt 

"Medical Department" - April 2013 - Civil 
War News 

 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text


 

THE DEPARTMENT TELEGRAPH 

Commander Hunnewellõs  
Message 

 
Brothers, 
 This certainly has been an unusual year.  The hopes 
of normalcy that most of us had hoped and prayed for All-
Of-This-To-Be-Done-By-Summer has long passed.  It is a 
good time for reflection. 
 Fraternity is especially important in these times 
where we are forced to live without it or desire to withdraw 
for our own safety.  Our camp newsletters, The Unionist, and 
The Banner help us stay connected. Reach out to fellow 
members. Much of this was discussed by Past Commander 
Crandell in the March issue of The Unionist.  Itõs worth re-
reviewing.  Also remember, if someone falls ill, your Camp 
and Department Chaplains are available to send get well or 
cheer notes. 
 Since becoming Commander, I have had the pleasure 
to attend in-person meetings with the Fletcher Camp and 
Volker Auxiliary (Festus), Grant Camp (St. Louis County), 
and McPherson Camp (Rogers, Ark.).  On-line, I've attended 
meetings with the Westport Camp (Kansas City) and with 
the DUV's Dent Tent (St. Louis) and Gentry Tent 
(Columbia).  Camp Commanders, let me know your schedules, so I 
can visit with you as well. Travelling or on-line, it has been an 
enjoyable experience all around.  
 It is particularly important we foster good relationships with the other Allied Orders in the 
state.  When in Republic earlier this summer, I was pleased to see the Phelps Camp participate with 
the DUV's Phelps Tent's marker dedication. I know for Sherman Day (October 25) at Calvary 
Cemetery in St. Louis, the Grant Camp will be working with the ASUVCW's Volker Auxiliary and 
DUV's Julia Dent Grant Tent to participate in the ceremony. Whenever an event is planned, the 
local allied orders should be front and center rather than an afterthought. 
 Our 2021 National Encampment Committee continues to ramp up for August next year.  
News is that the Women's Relief Corps will be joining us as well.  This is quite a feather in the 
Department's cap.  There are ways you can help: 

¶ Buy loyalty bonds.  They help provide seed money.  After the encampment, your money 

can be returned. 

¶ Approach your employer for donations.  We need about 400 of the same items to 

distribute in attendee goodie bags. 

¶ Plan to attend! The Department should make a good showing, especially during Missouri's 

bicentennial year. 

Yours in Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 
Sumner G. Hunnewell 
Commander, Dept. of Missouri, SUVCW 



 

  



 

 



 

 



 

Department of Missouri Grave Registrations 
by Gary Scheel, PCC St James Camp 

 
 We have had several grave registrations presented to me for recording in the national 
database.  This is a great way for us, as members of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, to 
pay honor to those who served in the Civil War. 
 This is an ongoing program of the SUVCW and one that every member of the Department 
of Missouri should participate in.  Just take time out of your busy schedule to go through the 
cemeteries that are in and around your communities.   

 The easiest way to identify a Civil War veteran buried in the 
cemetery that you are visiting is by the name and the unit being 
inside of a shield on a tombstone about 4 inches thick.  An 
example is one to the left.  This shield, name and unit was also 
used for veterans of the Spanish-American War.  But for these 
veterans the words Span Am War or something to that effect 
will usually be under the unit the veteran served in. 
 The more difficult way to identify a Civil War veteran is to 
take a photo of the tombstone or write down the name, date of 
birth and death and cemetery location. 
 It is almost impossible to find the soldier on any list with the 
last name of Smith, Brown, White, Jackson, Johnson or other 
names like this. 
 In Missouri the best web site to use is from the Missouri 
Secretary of State website for Soldiersõ Records: War of 1812-
World War I.  On this site you will find men who served in the 
Enrolled Missouri Militia, also all other Missouri Union and 
Confederate units.  There are some who argue that the Enrolled 
Missouri Militia should not be entered in the SUVCW database 
because most of these units did not serve in the Federal service 
and are not listed in the National Archives.  There are some of 
the Enrolled Missouri Militia units that were.  If you examine 

the units that the GAR Posts have for members you will find members who were in the non 
Federalized Enrolled Missouri Militia.  So my theory is if they were accepted by GAR Posts then 
they should be included in our database. 
https://s1.sos.mo.gov/records/archives/archivesdb/soldiers/Default.aspx#soldierSearch 
 When you go to this site you can enter to much information.  Sometimes you may have 
found their first name and you include that and the name on the tombstone will not show up.  There 
are several reasons for this. 

1.  Name may be misspelled in the records.  Because many during the Civil War could not read 
or write the recruiter or mustering officer would write it down as it was pronounced. 

2. Instead of having the full first name written down in official records it may only have his 
initials. 

 One example that I have had recently is the last name Verschelden.  When I typed the name 
in nothing showed up.  So I went back and typed in òverschó and then several names showed up 
including the veteran I was looking for.  This was a case of spelling of the last name in the records.  
On this site you really need only three letters to enter.  But if you do this sometimes you may have 
ten to over twenty pages of names to look through. 
 Also donõt forget to use the resources on our departmentõs own webpage 
https://www.suvcwmo.org/grave-registration.html .   We have several resources listed there to help 
you research the soldiers including the books called the Roll of Honor.  The two books we list are the 
alphabetical listings of soldiers dug up after the war and reinterred in Missouri National Cemeteries.  

https://s1.sos.mo.gov/records/archives/archivesdb/soldiers/Default.aspx#soldierSearch
https://www.suvcwmo.org/grave-registration.html


 

When doing research on soldiers in national cemeteries, this is a great place to start to find out info 
on the death date of the soldier. 
 Since our 2020 Department Encampment we have had the following Grave Registrations 
sent to me to process. 
 St. James Camp # 326  - 49 Grave Registrations 
 Fletcher Camp # 217 ð 10 Grave Registrations 
 Grant Camp # 68 ð 26 Grave Registrations 
 One of my policies of counting Grave Registrations is, if I go onto the SUVCW Database 
and find the grave registration already registered then I donõt count it.  I have had 8 grave registrations 
that I had done that were already in the database so the St. James Camp could have had 57 instead 
of 49.  I do check the grave registration that is already registered.  If I find that there is essential 
information, which includes date of service and cemetery then I will count it.   
 If you do not see the grave registrations that you have done as an individual or as a camp 
and you enter them into the SUVCW database directly, then I have no way of knowing what you 
have done unless you let me know. 
 You can contact me through my e-mail somewhere1@sbcglobal.net    

 Searching for Names:  Understanding Soundex 
By DC Sumner Hunnewell 

 

As Brother Scheel points out in his article, there are different ways search engines approach searches.  The Soundex 
system, invented in 1918,  is used by various search engines (like Ancestry.com) to find similar names in their databases.  

The underlying methodology is to take a name and divide it into groups of recognized sounds. So, how does it work? 
 You start with the first letter of the name.  Then you assign a number value for each group up to three letters. The 
numbers used are:  

¶ 1 for B, F, P, V 

¶ 2 for C, G, J, K, Q, S, X, Z 

¶ 3 for D, T 

¶ 4 for L 

¶ 5 for M, N 

¶ 6 for R 
Rules: 

¶ Unless they are the initial letter, consonants H and W and vowels A, E, I, O, U, Y are ignored. 

¶ Double letters or letters in the same group are ignored all but the first. 

¶ To fill out all three numbers on short names, you would put in zeros for the missing numbers. The more distinct 
values you have the better off you are narrowing down your results. 

        Some examples: 
SCHEEL - S for first letter; C is in the same group as "S" - ignore; H - ignore H/W; E and E - ignore vowels; L is 4; zeroes to 
fill out three numbers:  S400. Names like Shell, Scully, Seal, etc. would be similar. 
HUNNEWELL - H for first letter; U - ignore; N is 5; N - ignore double letter; E - ignore; W - ignore H/W; E - ignore; L is 4; L - 
ignore double letter):  H540.  Names like Hanley, Honeywell, Himmel would be similar. 
RICHARDSON - R for first letter; I - ignore; C is 2; H - ignore H/W; A - ignore; R is 6; D is 3; SON - ignore because we 
already have three numbers:  R263. Names like Richards and Richardo would be similar. 
 What about names with prefixes, for example, L'Enfant and von Berens?  Sometimes they are ignored, other times 
they are not.  So, you will want to try both ways. 
 
[Editorôs Note:  States formerly used this system for driverôs license.  However, not all Soundex is created equal.  Taking my 
last name, Busch, my former Illinois DL was figured, as above, as B200.  In Missouri, it was figured as B217.] 
 

mailto:somewhere1@sbcglobal.net


 

THE 2021 NATIONAL ENCAMPME NT NEWS! 

4 ALLIED ORDERS TO HAVE ST LOUIS ENCAMPMENT S 
By Walt Busch, PDC 

4 in 1 
 The big news is that the SUVCW, the Womenõs Relief Corps, Daughters of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War 1861-1865, and the Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War will ALL be having their encampments in St. Louis at the same hotel in 2021.  Only the Ladies 
of the Grand Army of the Republic will not be here (because they were previously committed 
elsewhere).  In 2007 St. Louis had all five Allied Orders here.  The Department of Missouri is the 
ONLY department to have accomplished either of these goals in recent times!  We also are the 
first to ever receive permission from three organizations to produce an Allied Orders Medal 
(according to SUVCW Historian Bob Wolz). Get yours using the information below. 
 We have the Missouri Civil War Museum locked in for one of our tours and looking at 
Daniel Boone Home (with a visit to Montelle Winery) and also the Museum of Transportation for 
others.    
 
Donations Needed! 
 We need items we can 
raffle off either before or during 
the encampment to raise funds.  
Schlafly Brewery & Pub has 
given us several items from their 
gift shop (pictured right).  We 
need members to check with 
local businesses that might be 
able to give us items for raffle.  
Many businesses have old items 
that they just havenõt been able 
to sell.  Think big ð not only for 
money, but also for items.  One 
Western Auto Store (remember 
them?) that I was in one night 
investigating a burglary in 1981 
had a 1953 gas stove/oven still 
in the box that they would have 
sold for the original $50 if I 
needed one.  Big or small, any 
item could be raffled off ahead 
of the encampment to our 
members for that little extra 
money.   
 One member was able to obtain 400 posters of Missouri Civil War Flags.  These originally sold for 
$5.00 each, but were taken out of stock due to having òConfederate style flagsó printed on them.  
They are being given away to everyone showing up at the encampment.   
 Besides the Schlafly donation through the efforts of Brother Jim Morrison of Grant Camp 
and the flag poster donation, other donations at $100 or more include: 

1.  Reenacting Items by Mary Soucy ð in memory of her husband Dr. John Soucy, US Grant 
Camp.   

2. Reenacting Items by Jon Luer (moving to Germany and downsizing) 
3. Edward Jones, Agent Harsh Patel - $100 



 

 Just these three listed above helped us raise about another $1000.00.   
 Do you have small original artifacts, reenacting items or other things you can donate?  Like 
I did, can you get your financial agent or local store to donate even $100?  Check our webpage 
listed below to see the list of donors so far. Canõt donate $100, but Christmas is coming up and 
your mother-in-law always gives you an ugly sweater.  We accept re-gifting! 
 
2021 Encampment Now on Facebook! 
We now have a Facebook site in addition to the 2021 Encampment Webpages.  We can thank 
Cher Petrovic for all her work on creating this site.  We also have her to thank for designing 
medals and challenge coins.  She always does a lot of work for our organization and while she 
sometimes gets paid for it, she does a lot gratis.  The Facebook site is  

https://www.facebook.com/2021-Allied-Orders-National-Encampment-
111777744001541/?ref=page_internal 

and our website is 
https://www.suvcwmo.org/2021-national-encampment.html 

 
Loyalty Bonds Still Needed ð Medals and Challenge Coins For Sale! 
 We still need people to buy loyalty bonds, but for those who want something tangible for 
their money right now, we are selling the below pictured items. 
 This is the official encampment medallion & challenge coin.  A souvenir one is also going 
to be made and is initially available only to those attending the encampment.  With 4 organizations 
attending can we expect a truly unique souvenir medal? 
 All 2021 items can be ordered by sending a check written out to òDepartment of 

Missouri SUVCWó and mailing it to: 
  Walt Busch 
  1240 Konert Valley Dr 
  Fenton, MO 63026 
 
The Allied Orders Medal (pictured below) 
is now available! Each medal is $15.00 
with shipping for one is $5.  Shipping for 
more than one (up to 5) is$8.00.   

https://www.facebook.com/2021-Allied-Orders-National-Encampment-111777744001541/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/2021-Allied-Orders-National-Encampment-111777744001541/?ref=page_internal
https://www.suvcwmo.org/2021-national-encampment.html


 

 



 
Patriotic Instructorõs Message 

By PDC Dale Crandell 
 
Our SUVCW Constitution and Regulations defines Patriotic Instructorõs duties to òeducate and provide Brothers and 
the general public with information that will help to foster patriotism among the membership and the populace in 
general.ó  Fourth quarter has several opportunities for camps and members to foster patriotism in their local 
communities. 
 
Navy Birthday ð 13 October 1775 
 
Tuesday, October 13th is the 245th birthday of the U.S. Navy.  The Continental Congress authorized the procurement 
and manning of two ships on 13 October 1775 for service against the British navy.  From this simple beginning the 
Continental Navy grew to 20 ships by the end of the Revolutionary War including the Ranger and her famous 

commander, John Paul Jones, but this fleet was sold-off in 1783 at the end 
of the war. A standing naval warfare fleet was re-established in 1794 and has 
remained in service to our current U.S. Navy. 
The Union Navyõs primary mission during the American Civil War was 
blockade of Confederate ports, a form of economic warfare to starve the 
Confederacy from selling their cash crop ðcotton.  They also assisted the 
Union Army with their invasion of coastal cities in the Carolinas and capture 
of New Orleans.  Important to naval history was the Battle of Hampton 
where the USS Monitor and CSS Virginia, the first two ironclads battled. 
 
 
Election Day ð 3 November 2020 
 
Tuesday, November 3rd is election day throughout the United States.  For 
some the 
election season 

has already started with both mail-in and in-person 
absentee voting in Missouri and Arkansas.  The practice of 
voting by mail has roots in the American Civil War.  Most 
northern states authorized Union camps to form special 
election boards and voter registration for soldiers to vote 
in the 1864 Presidential election between incumbent 
Republican Abraham Lincoln and Democrat George 
McClellan. 
 
Whatever your politics or party affiliation, vote; it is one of 
the greatest rights in the United States. 
 

Marine Corps Birthday ð 10 November 1775 
 
Tuesday, November 10th is the 245th birthday of the U.S. Marine 
Corps.  The Continental Congress authorized raising two battalions 
of Marines on 10 November 1775 of ògood seamen or so 
acquainted with maritime affairs as to be able to serve for and during 
the present war with Great Britain and the Colonies.ó  Philadelphiaõs 
Tun Tavern is regarded as the Corps birthplace, where the first 
Marines were recruited by Captain Samuel Nicholas.  The 
Continental Marines were disbanded at the end of the Revolutionary 
War in 1783, and re-established in 1798 by an Act of Congress and 
has remained in continuous service to our current U.S. Marine 
Corps.   
 
The Union Marine Corps strength did not exceed 2,000 officer and 
soldiers for the duration of the war.  Being the infantry for the 

Union Navy, they were in combat at Fort Sumter, Battle of Honey Hill, Battle of Drewryõs Bluff, and 2nd Battle of 
Fort Fisher. 
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Veterans Day ð 11 November 2020 
Veterans Day is Wednesday, November 11th.  This 
national holiday, originally Armistice Day 
commemorating the end of the First World War 
honors the 24.9 million who served in our military, 
from the Revolutionary War to todayõs United States 
Armed Forces.  An important, core activity of our 
parent organization, the GAR, was the care and 
welfare of veterans.  As the heirs of the GAR, the 
SUVCW by extension has a responsibility for the 
care and welfare of our modern veterans.   

 
SUVCW brothers who 
served honorably in the 
Armed Forces are 
authorized to wear the 
Military Service Medal.  
Brothers who received a 

Campaign Ribbon-Medal are authorized to wear the 
War Medal. 
 
 

 
Wreaths Across American ð 19 
December 2020 
 
Wreaths Across America is Saturday, 
December 19th.  What started in 1992 
with the donation of 5,000 surplus 
wreaths placed at Arlington National 
Cemetery has grown into a national 
holiday season tradition.  Each December 
volunteers in all 50 states place wreaths at 
veteran gravesites.  Although not a 
requirement, camps and brothers are 
asked to register with the National 
Wreaths Across American Day at: 
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org. 
 
 
 

In Fraternity, Charity, and 
Loyalty,  
 
Dale Crandell, PDC 
Department Patriotic 
Instructor 
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http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoX0kH4VO2yoAVXqJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=Veterans+Day&fr2=piv-web&b=1&tab=organic&w=640&h=480&imgurl=www.worldnewsinn.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Veterans-Day.jpg&rurl=http://www.worldnewsinn.com/veterans-day.html&size=100.3+KB&name=Veterans-Day&p=Veterans+Day&oid=5cd8a0206939d4031a758d94390b5b3b&fr2=piv-web&fr=&tt=Veterans-Day&b=1&ni=56&no=12&tab=organic&sigr=11dv3jg5l&sigb=12n7rppg7&sigi=120u21d3t&.crumb=A4dCaHP.KQt


 

ROTC / JROTC  
Volunteers Wanted  

Camp        
Commanders   
&                            
SVCs   
 
 
 
SUVCW sponsors a ROTC/JROTC award program that honors a cadet 
selected by the local ROTC/JROTC unit commander who òshows a high 
degree of patriotism to his/her Nation and has demonstrated a high degree of 
academic performance and leadership.ó The award includes a certificate and 
medal. This nationwide ROTC/JROTC award program is one of our best 
community outreach programs and a rare opportunity for a camp to connect 
to area colleges and high schools. The Departmentõs ROTC/JROTC award 
program is well established and demonstrated grown in the recent two years. 
 

 
We need camps to sponsor their local college ROTC units for presentations 

during the Spring 2020 ROTC award season. 
Lincoln University Missouri State University 
Missouri Western State University St. Louis University 
Truman State University University of Central 
Missouri University of Missouri 
Washington University                                          Wentworth Military Academy 
Arkansas State University University of Arkansas 
University of Arkansas - Pine Bluff                     University of Central Arkansas  
Missouri University of Science & Technology 
 

For more information or to volunteer, contact the 
Departmentõs ROTC Coordinator Dale Crandell at dcrandell@swbell.net. 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War  
 
 
 
 

ROTC     
Coordinators  
&  
Alumni  
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My Civil War Ancestor  
By  Scott Williams, New Grant Camp Member 

 
 In 2017 I retired from the Dept. of Defense where I worked as either a Cartographer, 
Geospatial Analyst, or a Geographer for over thirty years. Besides my normal work for the agency, 
I periodically taught a two-day òstaff rideó class at Wilsonõs Creek National Battlefield. The class 
centered around military, logistical and geospatial intelligence concerns before and during the 
battle. 

 My personal interest includes collecting fossils, arrowheads, 
antique postcards, postage stamps besides history and 
genealogy. Regarding my family during the Civil War, most of 
my motherõs side were Confederates, although on my fatherõs 
side they were mostly Unionists. Since retiring I have had time 
to trace my fatherõs lineage back to the same English immigrant 
ancestors as Pres. Ulysses S. Grant (John Porter and Anna 
White of Windsor, Connecticut.) and Gen. William T. Sherman 
(Edmund Sherman and Grace Makin of New Haven, 
Connecticut). I also enjoy researching the biographies of little-
known civil war veterans, especially during the cold winter 
months when I am stuck in the house. 
 
 I had one relative, Joseph òMackó Williams (1823-1905), 

who was a private in Co. B, 72nd Infantry, Enrolled Missouri 
Militia that was placed under the command of General Egbert 
B. Brown. Mack saw action at the Second Battle of Springfield 
(8 January 1863), besides smaller actions. At the outbreak of the 
war, the Williams farm straddled the Wire Road, about three 
miles south of the Wilsonõs Creek battlefield (fought 10 Aug 

1861). The farm was situated between the site of the Dug Springs skirmish (2 Aug 1861) and the 
main Wilsonõs Creek battlefield. The Wire road was the main route for both armies to pass. All the 
familyõs belongings that could not be buried were 
appropriated, including farm animals. At some 
point the house was turned into a hospital, and it 
became unlivable.  [Photograph above at left is 
Mack with his second wife, Fannie Harrison Payne, 
taken about 1900]. 
 
 While all this transpired and in the 
100 degree plus weather, Mackõs wife, Synthia [sic] 
Williams (nee Wise), was nine months pregnant and 
gave birth 8 Aug to a son, Wynne D. Williams. On 
10 Aug, when the battle began, the sounds of the 
battle were very evident. Family accounts recalled 
that the worse sound they heard was the squeal of 
the dying horses. They knew that their very own beloved horses were being used at the battlefield 
and were dying.  
 
Through all of this, which no doubt included his evading the enlistment efforts of the Confederate 
army, Mack was steadfast in remaining pro-union.  His brother-in-law, Pleasant Hart, had served as 
a civilian guide to Gen. Nathaniel Lyon and was present when the general was killed at Bloody Hill. 



 

 After the battle relatives and friends advised the family to abandon the home on the Wire 
road and move in with relatives. The road remained a highway for troops and bandits coming up 
from Arkansas and Indian Territory. At the end of the war, the old home was found to be burned 
to the ground. A new home (pictured above) was built on the same site.  Side Note: Mackõs 

brother-in-law Pleasant Hart would become a Lieutenant in Co. F in the 24th Missouri Infantry, 
Union Army. Pleasantõs brother, Roswell Hart was a civilian spy, that narrowly escaped detection, 
that informed Nathaniel Lyon of the location of the Confederate and Mo State Guard camps. If 
would have been captured even as a civilian guide, he would have been executed by the enemy, for 
this reason, Gen. Lyon refused to allow Roswell to go anywhere near the battle. This did not stop 

Roswell in the future, as he would eventually become a Lt Colonel in the 16th Missouri Cavalry, 
Union Army. 
 My other direct line Union ancestor was my gg-grandfather, Robert A. Morris (1827-1907), 
of Baltimore. His early background is elusive. What we do know is that he was a mariner and 
according to one account, born at sea. It is likely his parents were Irish immigrants from Northern 
Ireland. He first shows up in the historical record in 1858 when Robert marries Emma Orrell, the 
daughter of a Baltimore shoemaker, Edward V. Orrell.  Robert afterwards becomes employed in 
shoe making, a trade his father- in-law was already established.  After the war breaks out, Robert 

received a commission for Lieutenant in the 1st Maryland Infantry and very soon after made 
quartermaster for the regiment. On 1 Nov 1861 he resigns his commission, for the reason of: to 
return to Baltimore to enlist a company of artillery. No record of his efforts or activity has been 
found for the rest of 1861 or for 1862. We can imagine he could have gone back to being a seaman 
or perhaps doing some critical boot production for the war effort, we just donõt know. In June 
1863, as the Confederate Army advances toward Baltimore and Washington DC, he enlisted as a 

Quartermaster Sergeant in Co A, 2nd Maryland Cavalry. On 28 Aug, there is a POW hospital roll 
entry for him where he returns to service. By Jan 1864, Robert is mustered out of service, but he 

was not gone for long, the following month he is back as a Sergeant in Co. G, 13th Maryland 
Infantry and serves until mustered out late May 1865. 
 In 1889 Robert Morrisõs son Frank W. Morris migrated from Washington DC to St. Louis. 
Frank became an electrician and was among those men that installed the electricity in St. Louisõ 
Union Station. He also helped install the electric light bulbs at the 1904 Worldõs Fair. On 5 Dec 

1905 it was reported in the Baltimore Sun newspaper that 
Robert Morris, Emma his wife, son Frank W. Morris, three 
other sons plus a daughter came to St. Louis from Maryland to 
see the fair. Although the emotions of the day were not 
recorded, I imagine this was a proud day for the Civil War 
veteran, Robert Morris on seeing the electrical work of his son. 
No known photograph has yet been found for Robert A. 
Morris. He left behind a cavalry sword to one descendant, and 
down to me I received a iron cobbler shoe rack. Robert and 
his wife had fourteen children, but only six lived to adulthood. 
In his last years he worked as a janitor at a public school near 
the Anacostia neighborhood of Washington, DC.  
 He passed away on 27 Feb 1907 and was buried in an 
unmarked grave in Western Cemetery in Baltimore, Maryland. 
In the 1990õs a cousin located his grave and obtained a veterans 
administration marker for him. Unfortunately, due to an error, 
his highest rank obtained was left off and instead he is 
identified as a private. 



 

General William S. Rosecrans 
by Linda Manning, 

 DUVCW - Catharine Merrill Tent 9 
  

 William Starke Rosecrans was an American 
inventor, coal-oil company executive, diplomat, 
politician, and U.S. Army General.  He was born 
in Ohio on 6 Sep 1819 to Crandall Rosecrans and 
Jemima Hopkins (Jemima Hopkins was a relative 
to Stephen Hopkins who signed the Declaration 
of Independence).  Rosecrans was the 2nd of five 
sons.    
 While in West Point, Rosecrans joined with 
another future major-general, Hugh Ewing in 
protesting being forced as Catholics to having to 
attend the Protestant 
services held on the 
campus.  They were 

successful in their protest and were allowed to attend services at a 
nearby church.  Graduating 5th in his class in 1842 from the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point, he served as an assistant professor and 
an Army officer for 12 years accepting engineering assignments before 
leaving the Army.  He excelled at math, French, art, and English 
grammar.  At his graduation from West Point he met his future wife, 
Anna Elizabeth Hegeman of New York City.  They married 24 Aug 
1843 and had 8 children, 5 living to adulthood. 
 At the start of the Civil War Colonel Rosecrans  led troops from 
his 23rd Ohio Infantry, achieving success in western Virginia. After 
promotion, Rosecrans commanded the Army of the Mississippi, the 
Army of the Cumberland, and the Department of the Missouri.  
General Rosecrans fought in the Battle of Rich Mountain, the Battle of 
Iuka, the Second Battle of Corinth, the Tullahoma Campaign, Priceõs 
Raid, and the Battle of Chickamauga.  He won the Battles of Iuka and Corinth while under the 
command of Major General Ulysses S. Grant.  Rosecrans also fought against Confederate General 
Braxton Bragg at Stones River.  His strategic movements caused Bragg to abandon the critical city 
of Chattanooga.  Unfortunately, Rosecransõ pursuit of Bragg ended during the bloody Battle of 
Chickamauga.  This was a humiliating defeat resulting in Rosecrans being relieved of command by 
Grant. 
 In fact, Grantõs blame of Rosecrans for this and Rosecransõs response to General Sterling 
Priceõs Raid led to a decades long rivalry.  In 1885, Rosecrans argued against allowing Grant to be 
placed on the retired generals list denying him a retirement.  Congress approved Grant being 
placed on the list and Grant ended up with maybe not the final word, or at least the final word by 
the leading General when writing his memoirs.  For more on the Rosecrans-Grant controversy, try 
reading the 2013 book, General Grant and the Rewriting of History: How the Destruction of General William 
S. Rosecrans Influenced Our Understanding of the Civil War by Frank P. Varney.  
 On 28 Mar 1867 Rosecrans resigned his commission in the Army. Post war he spent most 
of his time in California. He served as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives from 



 

Californiaõs 1st district from 4 Mar 1881-4 Mar. 1885. Rosecrans also served as U.S. Minister to 
Mexico for 5 months, but was replaced when Grant became President of the United States.  He 
served as the chairman of the House Military Affairs Committee.  He was a Democrat and a 

Catholic. Rosecrans was 
interested in railroads and 
was one of the eleven 
incorporators of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad.  
In 1869, Rosecrans 
bought 16,000 acres of 
Rancho San Pedro in the 
Los Angeles basin.  Most 
of the land was eventually 
sold off to support the 
financial needs of mining 
ventures in which 
Rosecrans invested.  The 
General died in March of 
1898 at Rancho Sausal 
Redondo, Redondo 
Beach, California.  His 
casket lay in state in Los 
Angeles City Hall, 
covered by the 
headquarters flag that 
flew over Stones River 
and Chickamauga. He 
was buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery. 
 The burial of the 
remains of Major-General 
Rosecrans at Arlington, 
under the auspices of the 
Society of the Army of 
the Cumberland, was one 

of the most imposing events of that character which 
Washington had witnessed.  
 The active participants were: President 
Roosevelt and his Cabinet, especially the Secretaries 
of War and of the Navy, both Senate and House of 
Representatives, the Adjutant-General and his 
assistants, the army officers at Fort Myer, the 
Artillery and Engineer Battalions, the Battalion of 
Marines, the Military Order of the Loyal Legion, the 
Grand Army of the Republic, the Union Veteran 
Legion, the Union Veteran Union, the National 
Guard of the District of Columbia, and a large 
delegation of visiting veterans and of the Society of 
the Army of the Cumberland. 

Rosecrans Monument ς Sudbury, 
Ohio. Photos by Walt Busch 



 

Ed Bearss, Past Chief Historian of the  
 National Park Service Dies 16 Sep 2020 

  A Short Remembrance 
by PDC Walt Busch 

 
You can go on the web and search for his records, 

his honors, his military service, the books he wrote.  It is all 
an interesting story of a remarkable man.  I only wish to tell 
you my story of the first time I met Mr. Bearss. A story you 
wonõt find elsewhere. 

I was sitting in my office behind the entry hall to 
the museum of Battle of Pilot Knob State Historic Site (at 
the time it was called Fort Davidson State Historic Site).  It 
was sometime between 2002 and 2005.  I was probably 
bored doing bills or having to write one of the many 
management manuals they made us site administrators 
write mostly just to keep us busy and justify the miserable 
salary (compared to other states) that Missouri paid us. But 
Iõm not bitter about it. Ok, maybe a little.   

 I had not been told of any tour group showing up, 
in fact it was supposed to be a pretty dull day.  So dull, my 
assistant had the day off and I hadnõt planned to have 
anyone else working with me that day because I assumed, I 
could handle doing bills, writing, answering the occasional 
phone call, and guiding the five or six people who would 
probably show up on a week day. 

As I worked, probably in a daze, I suddenly heard 
the door open and a booming baritone voice thundering 
though the museum.  If you were hunkered down in a 

trench in World War I with German shells fired from Big Bertha exploding all around you, you 
could have still heard this voice at a distance of 100 yards!  I didnõt walk out of my room, I 
stumbled out of my chair and scurried out to find out what the heck was going on.  

There was Ed Bearss , a skinny man in a boonie hat, t-shirt and hiking baggy shorts baring 
his knobby knees over some thigh high socks and hiking boots.  Behind him was a group of 
seniors enthralled by his every word.  When we spoke, the thundering voice continued as we 
exchanged pleasantries, plus some Q&A.  His concept of an inside voice was lowering his to only 
150 db.  It was like being in a movie theatre with Dolby TM surround sound and the movie just had 
the Blue Angels breaking the sound barrier  in a fly-by. You donõt really need those eardrums 
anyway.  

 I gave his group the tour of the museum, but didnõt have to say too much, just show them 
the diorama and the film, Ed seemed to do the rest.  His voice echoed even more in our diorama 
room.  While he didnõt order everyone to fall in and dress-right-dress after the presentation, the 
best way to describe it is that he marched the group out of the museum and took off over the field 
to the earthworks.  That ended my experience with Ed Bearss.  If you asked me to describe any 
other leader of any other tour group to whom I gave tours during my tenure, I couldnõt.  Ed Bearss 
was memorable. There will never be another with his style and knowledge. 

I met him one other time and that was when he gave a talk at the St. Louis Civil War 
Roundtable. The talk was excellent.   He did not need a microphone! 

[Ed was honored by the Sons of Union Veterans, national organization, in 2011 when they 
made him one of only four Honorary Members.] 



 

 

This article is taken from the August 2020 Fletcher Camp Newsletter. The next (8th) annual Grant Symposium will be hosted once again 
by Soldiers Memorial, St. Louis.  The date is Saturday, July 24, 2021. 



 

 



 

 



 

 


