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Events on the Horizon  

October 16.  Missouri Day at Festus Middle School, Living History 
October 26,  Rural Heritage Day, Ste. Genevieve, Living History 
October 26,  Spirit Reunion, at Memorial Cemetery, Ste. Genevieve 
Nov 9 - St Louis Veterans' Day Parade - Downtown 
November 11, Veterans Day & Ceremony at American Legion Hall, Ste. Genevieve 
November 16, Sherman Day (Grant Camp), Calvary Cemetery, St. Louis.  
 We will conduct ceremonies starting at 10 am. 
December 7, Historic Christmas, Battle of Pilot Knob State Historic Site, Pilot Knob 
 

Editorôs Comments  by Walt Busch, PDC  

 
All Art Is Propaganda! ð George Orwell 

 
I gave a speech yesterday in large part discussing George Caleb Binghamõs painting most 

famously known as òOrder No. 11ó.  In any discussion about it, the word ôpropagandaõ  usually 
is mentioned.  Much of the art of the 19th century was propaganda.  Think of Napoleonõs heroic 
pictures.  Or Thomas Nastõs sketch of US Grant crying crocodile tears over Jewish pograms in 
Russia after having once expelled Jewish people from the area of the Army of the Tennessee.  
We recently have been discussing monuments a lot and many have been taken down.  People 

need to understand them in the context of  George Orwellõs quote above.   
 
Another example comes from the Civil War Centennial.  A brass medallion with Grant and Lee 
side by side.  It says òConsciousness of Duty Faithfully Performedó and òLet Us Have Peace.ó  
I bought the medallion recently because I liked it.  But there is one piece of propaganda in it and 

one misstatement.  The misstatement is òLet Us Have Peace.ó  It is a statement by US Grant and it is referring to a peace 
between the white man and the red man.  Peace with the Native Americans. The propaganda is the other statement.  If 
true of both people, wouldnõt Lee have been conscious of his duty to the US  Army and stayed with the Union rather 
than go with the Confederates. 
 
Remember all art is propaganda.  Relevant to the time it was executed.  When we make monuments, we need to steer as 
neutral a course as possible so that our biases do not show.  Getting off the soapbox now. 

 
 



/ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ 

by 

Douglas Roussin (2019) 
 

Relic Displays:   One of the things that has fascinated me since I was 10 years old were Civil War relics.  In the 

1970's, relics were plentiful and cheap.  Belt buckles, eagle and box plates were under $10.00.  Relic shops in 

Virginia had boxes of these.  Artillery shells were $10 to $15 dollars.  I once passed over a box of 20 or more 

Hotchkiss shells at $5.00 each because they were missing the brass fuse.  Buttons and bullets were being sold by the 

hundreds for .20 cents each.  Those were the good old days. 

In 1863, General Lee marched into Pennsylvania and fought a tremendous battle at Gettysburg.  His army had 

hardly retreated when relic hunting townspeople began picking up the debris of battle.  Capt. Smith and his men, 

who had been ordered to clean up the battlefield and salvage government property, were fighting a losing battle 

with the trophy hunters who showed up from the surrounding area.  He refeǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ά¢ǊƻǇƘȅ aŀƴƛŀέΦ 

In the years after the war, a cottage industry emerged.  Relics gleamed from the 

battlefield were sold to the veterans who returned to revisit their glorious past.  

Enterprising businesses furnished all sorts of unique relic displays.  These 

included large shadow boxes, desk ornaments, and great pyramids.  Cannon balls 

that once flew in anger were turned into oil lamps.  Many of these displays would 

end up in private hands and others would adorn many local Grand Army halls.  

Today, these hard to find relics of Gettysburg are still highly prized by collectors.  

¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ DŜǘǘȅǎōǳǊƎ ǊŜƭƛŎǎ ƛǎ aƛƪŜ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ 

Gettysburg Battlefield Relics & Souvenirs.  I highly recommend it. 

 

 

 

This display is trimmed with Civil War bullets.  The bullets have been nailed to 

the stand. At top is a sword which is held in place by metal hoops.  A Civil War 

buckle, box and eagle plate are attached to the bottom.  The shield is inscribed, 



Presented to Post 133 by George MaintienςW.R.C. No. 74-1889. 

This stand is a beautiful example of the 

use of Civil War relics to decorate a 

Grand Army post.  It is not known if this 

stand was made by a member of a post 

or commercially made at Gettysburg and 

then sold in one of the souvenir shops.  

Some individuals made a living after the 

war producing such items and selling 

them to veterans.  The stand is trimmed 

in bullets, artillery fragments, rifle parts 

and other types of battlefield debris.   

This is a unique example of a display 

using relics found at Gettysburg.  The 

pyramid stands four feet tall and is 

crowned with a 12 pound cannon.  

Below are hundreds of bullets.  It has 

artillery fragments, a spur, belt and 

eagle plates, a rusty canteen, a cap box and more.   

This war log was displayed in Cooper 

G.A.R. post which was located in 

Marion, Ohio.  This relic was displayed 

from 1897 to the close of the post in 

1941.  Imbedded in the log are two 

grape shot from Gettysburg.  Two tags 

have been pinned to this rare relic. 

The first tag has Little Round Top and 

the date 1896.  The second tag says, 

G.A.R. Post 117, Cooper Post, Marion, 

Ohio.  This log was recently purchased at a Civil War Show and will be 

displayed in the G.A.R. building located in Johnstown, Pa.  The present 

owner is restoring the building to its former glory. 

 

 
 



New Book on General Philip 

Kearney by St. Louisan 

 
U.S. Army veteran and retired Department of Defense 

Intelligence analyst, Robert R. Laven lives in Creve Coeur, 
Missouri will shortly have a book entitled: Major General 

Philip Kearny: A Soldier and His Time in the American 
Civil War by McFarland Press. [pISBN: 978-1-4766-8028-6 

eISBN: 978-1-4766-3902-4].  The price is planned to be $35 and 
can be ordered through the website: 

https://mcfarlandbooks.com/product/Major-General-Philip-
Kearny/ 

 
The editor enquired about the book and asked Mr. Laven to 
answer two questions that could be published.  Here are the 

questions and responses. 
 

1. What led you to be interested in Kearney? 
 

I came across General Kearny while doing research on the 7th 
Wisconsin Regiment ( my book The Last Troops of Autumn) and 
his interaction with General John Gibbon at the conclusion of 
the Battle of 2nd Manassas. It was here where he remarked to 
Gibbon, that he and Gibbon had not been stampeded. This 
exchange led me to look into Kearny and his service. Kearny stayed in my mind and eventually I came to realize 
that very little biographical work had been done; the last being some sixty years ago. 
 
2. What was the most interesting fact you didn't know that you found out during your research 
 
On your second question, the fact that Philip Kearny had considerable experience before the American Civil 
War began, in Europe and Africa, should have put him at the top of the list for Army command. The fact that 
he was initially overlooked had long term consequences. It was only after it was too late was he being 
considered for higher command, possibly as commander of the Army of the Potomac or at least Corp 
Command. Also his service under his esteemed Uncle Stephen Watts Kearny is generally unrecognized and this 
had a significant influence on young Philip. 
 
Sounds like an interesting book. We should consider putting on our reading list.  For me, hopefully there will be 
Kindle version. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Wikipedia:  Letôs Put On A Show! (But we canôt get Mickey Rooney & Judy Garland to 

play in it anymore.  Should we settle for George Clooney and Meryl Streep?) 

A musical about General Kearny's life was created and debuted during the Town of Kearny, New Jersey's 

150th anniversary in October 2017. The musical was written by playwright Joseph Ferriero, and was 

produced by The West Hudson Arts & Theater Company of Kearny. The musical starred local actors 

including musician James Berko in the title role.
[10]

 Music was written by Joseph Ferriero and award-winning 

composer Karen Sokolof Javitch.  

The musical is billed as a new contemporary historical musical about General Philip Kearny that will pull 
from his personal and his professional life including his time during the Civil War.  

 

https://mcfarlandbooks.com/product/Major-General-Philip-Kearny/
https://mcfarlandbooks.com/product/Major-General-Philip-Kearny/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Kearny#cite_note-10
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