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I chose my topic, General Sherman’s capture of Atlanta, as my topic because there have been few
times in American history when the stakes were as high as the fall of 1864. Had Sherman not captured
Atlanta, it is almost undisputed that George B. McClellan would have won the 1864 election. McClellan
would have signed an immediate ceasefire with the Confederacy, bringing an end to the Civil War with
the Union still divided. This would have had tremendous impacts upon American history, black rights and
slavery, and the existence of the United States altogether. While researching, I found this incredibly
perplexing and it difficult not to use this as my topic.
I conducted my research in many ways. Most of the sources I used were primary sources, which I
obtained on online databases. A very sizable portion of my research came from books obtained from local
libraries. Additionally, I gained a lot of knowledge from conducting interviews with local experts on my
topic from local museums. I put a lot of effort into ensuring that both perspectives were represented in my
work, as this was and continues to be a very polarizing topic.
I selected performance as my category. I chose this category because I love acting and felt that the
perspectives of my topic could best be presented in a performance format, in which different characters
can show their views. I created my performance by first deciding which characters best represented the
causes and effects of Sherman’s Atlanta campaign. From there, I wrote a script which I felt worked for my
characters’ personalities. Additionally, I worked to get costumes together that are both simplistic and
accurate. I also attempted to recreate accurate voice impressions after conducting research and revision. I
loved bringing my characters to life.
I feel that my topic is deeply related and representative of this year’s theme, Triumph and
Tragedy. Sherman’s campaign was a major triumph for the Union, since it cut deep into the Confederate
heartland and extinguished Rebel morale. The capture of Atlanta allowed Sherman to bring destruction
across not only Georgia, but up through both of the Carolinas and towards the Virginia front of the war
where Ulysses Grant was fighting, ultimately creating the last straw to defeat the Rebellion. Meanwhile,
the people of Georgia were left deeply scarred from tragedies left by Sherman. Many homes, farms, and
livlihoods were destroyed by the military campaign. In addition, Sherman’s actions sowed the seeds for
further skepticism and hatred towards the Federal government among Southerners during Reconstruction
and beyond. Nevertheless, Sherman’s capture of Atlanta sealed the fate for the Republic, and continues to
be felt today.
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