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SUVCW honors 56th USCT with remembrance ceremony 

(Lemay, Missouri) —  Returning 
from the Civil War battlefields, 
175 African-American Infantry-
men contracted cholera and died 
just south of St. Louis. Refused 
burial at Jefferson Barracks Na-
tional Cemetery, they were bur-
ied in a mass grave.  

In the 1930s, some members of 
the African-American community 
spearhead the re-interment at the 
national cemetery and the crea-
tion of a monument. In 2014, Sa-
rah Cato, educator in African-
American History led a move-
ment to add to the monument the 
names of the interred soldiers.  

The Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War were active with 
Ms. Cato throughout the event 
and with her guidance have taken 
over the responsibility to honor 
these patriotic men on a regular 
basis.  

Organized by U.S. Grant Camp 
#68, this year’s observance took 
place on Friday, October 21, 
2022, and featured award-
winning historian Dorris Keevan-
Franke as the keynote speaker. 
Her keynote address was entitled 
“Benjamin Oglesby—Private Co 
D, 56th USCT—Survivor.”   
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Winter is here. The unforgiving 

cold has given my family the first 

white Christmas in several years, 

but it has caused hardship and 

even death in other parts of the 

country. Aside from the weather, 

winter as a season of life has re-

cently taken the lives of some 

brothers of our Order and the 

loved ones of others.  

In Missouri, Past Department 

Commander Sumner Hunnewell 

just lost his mother, and the De-

partment’s thoughts and prayers 

are with him as we close out an-

other year. We as an Order have 

recently been in mourning for two 

Past Commanders-in-Chief. There 

are some instances where we must 

partake in the long goodbye as 

failing health befalls our com-

rades. Other times, they are taken 

from us suddenly, their empty 

chair a stark reminder that life is 

short and time is precious. 

We could be doing other things 

with that time, but we have cho-

sen to be a part of this fraternity 

of brothers, joined together by the 

bravery and sacrifices of our an-

cestors who not only succeeded in 

preserving our Union, but suc-

ceeded in paving the way to make 

this Union a better place for all 

who inhabit it.  

We have good purpose; we not 

only honor our ancestors, pre-

serve history, and educate others, 

we often make that history come 

alive in a world where learning 

our history is often ignored in lieu 

of more engaging forms of enter-

tainment. 

But aside from what we do for 

others and in honor of others, we 

personally benefit immensely 

from our membership in this fra-

ternal order. As we don the black 

mourning ribbons and cover our 

charters again and again, I am 

reminded of the friendships I have 

made throughout the years with 

brothers who are no longer with 

us—brothers who I would never 

have met but for my membership 

in this organization—and I find 

myself blessed every year for hav-

ing had the opportunity to serve 

with them and to be edified by the 

Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty 

we share.   

Here’s to another year. May our 

lives in 2023 be full of good 

health, new and renewed friend-

ships, and plentiful opportunities 

to serve and give thanks for the 

blessings we have enjoyed.  

In F, C, & L,  

Randal A. Burd, Jr., PDC  

(aka The Editor) 

FROM THE EDITOR 

An ardent supporter of the 

Union, Thomas Nast joined 

the staff of Harper’s 

Weekly and created many of 

the most recognized illus-

trations of the Civil War. 

Did you know he is also    

almost single-handedly    

responsible for our modern 

conceptualization of Santa 

Claus? 



3 

 

  

PCinC Krieser elected Commander of Central Region Association 

(Lansing, Michigan) — In an 
old GAR Hall Museum, this 
year’s CRA conference was 
hosted by Grant Camp mem-
ber and SUVCW PCinC James 
Pahl. Also in attendance from 
Missouri were PCinC Ed 
Krieser, PCinC Donald Palm-
er, PDC Walt Busch, DC Rob-
ert Amsler, Jr., Grant Camp 
SVC Craig Matthews, and his 
wife Andrea. This year’s con-
ference was a continuation of 
the ongoing learning confer-
ences open to all members of 
the SUVCW, DUVCW, WRC, 
LGAR, and ASUVCW from 
various states throughout the 
Midwest and Central States. 
The organization has been 
holding the conference since 
1940.                                        

Held the first Saturday in Oc-
tober of every year, this year 
we were stationed in Lansing, 
Michigan. Starting on Friday 
night, we had several meals 
sampling the local cuisine. On 
Saturday, we went to a nearby 
GAR Hall museum that sever-
al members of the SUVCW 
help run. We heard a brief 
talk about the Michigan Pre-
serving the Civil War Flags 
project at their Capital and 
then had a brief meeting. The 
real purpose of the event each 
year is for members of all the 

Allied Orders to visit with 
each other to discuss prob-
lems and possible solutions. 
This year it was discussed 
over homemade ice cream on 
Saturday evening. 

Our department has had sev-

eral commanders of the or-

ganization since 1940, the last 

one being PDC Sumner 

Hunnewell two years ago. In 

2022-2023, we once again 

have a brother of our depart-

ment as commander: PCinC 

Ed Krieser from Phelps Camp 

#66 out of Springfield, Mis-

souri. And the next two meet-

ing locations have been ap-

proved as well. Dayton, Ohio, 

will be the destination in 

2023, and we will be visiting 

the Air Force Museum. In 

2024, the conference will be 

held in the area of Ferdinand, 

Indiana, and the Lincoln Boy-

hood Home will be visited.  

Plan to attend now! Check out 

www.alliedorderscra.org for 

upcoming information.    

— article by PDC Walt Busch, 

Unionist Roving Correspond-

ent  

 

Department Commander Amsler and other members of the department attended the 

82nd annual conference of the Central Region Association of the Allied Orders of the 

Grand Army of the Republic in Lansing, Michigan.  

http://www.alliedorderscra.org
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ROTC Coordinator’s Message 

Dale Crandell, PDC 

It’s still not too late to reach out to your local ROTC and JROTC unit to introduce your camp and the SUVCW’s ROTC 
award program. At no cost to the ROTC/JROTC unit or camp, the SUVCW provides a medal and ribbon bar for 
presentation to a deserving cadet or midshipmen selected by the ROTC/JROTC unit commander that: 

 

Shows a high degree of patriotism to his/her Nation and has demonstrated  
a high degree of academic performance and leadership. 

 

Missouri and Arkansas have seventeen college-level ROTC units where students take military science courses and 
participate in summer training to receive an officer’s commission upon graduation. ROTC’s connection to the American 
Civil War dates to the Morrill Act of 1862 when land-grant colleges were required to include military training to supple-
ment the commissioning programs at West Point and Annapolis. 

 

Each college-level ROTC unit is assigned to a local SUVCW camp. Ensure your ROTC unit is aware of the award, that 
they select the recipient; offer to order the award for them and provide a presenter at their spring ceremony. While col-
lege ROTC cadets and midshipmen are not authorized to wear non-military medals, the award can still be presented. 

 
For assistance or questions contact the Department’s ROTC coordinator at rotc@suvcwmo.org. 

 

College ROTC Unit SUVCW Camp 

Arkansas State University Army ROTC Murphy Camp #1 

Lincoln University Army ROTC Lillie Camp #6 

Missouri State University Army ROTC Phelps Camp #66 

Missouri University of Science & Technology Air Force ROTC Fletcher Camp #47 

Missouri University of Science & Technology Army ROTC Fletcher Camp #47 

Missouri Western State University Army ROTC Westport Camp #64 

St. Louis University Air Force ROTC Grant Camp #68 

Truman State University Army ROTC McNeil Camp #62 

University of Arkansas - Fayetteville Air Force ROTC McPherson Camp #1 

University of Arkansas - Fayetteville Army ROTC McPherson Camp #1 

University of Arkansas - Pine Bluff Army ROTC Murphy Camp #1 

University of Central Arkansas Army ROTC Murphy Camp #1 

University of Central Missouri Army ROTC Westport Camp #64 

University of Missouri - Columbia Air Force ROTC Tigers Camp #432 

University of Missouri - Columbia Army ROTC Tigers Camp #432 

University of Missouri - Columbia Navy ROTC Tigers Camp #432 

Washington University Army ROTC Grant Camp #68 

mailto:rotc@suvcwmo.org
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Special Order #1, 4 October 2022— 

SUVCW National Special Committee on Fundraising 

The following recommendation from the National Committee on Promotions & Marketing was voted on and 
approved during the 141st National Encampment, below you will find the timeframe of the committee, the job 
description and the Brothers appointed to the committee.  

Create the National Special Committee on Fundraising with a term ending of 30 August 2027 or until made a 
Standing Committee, whichever comes first.  

Job Description for National Special Committee on Fundraising:  

1. The National Special Committee on Fundraising would be made up of at least 5 members and as many Aides 
as needed and requested by the Chairman or Commander-In-Chief. The purpose of this committee is to design, 
maintain, monitor, and oversee all the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War’s fundraising projects and cam-
paigns. This committee would also control the incentive program and provide the incentives as required. This 
committee would be charged with the maintenance of all records of all fundraising and incentives, which would 
include updates as requested during the fiscal year with a full year end report to the National Encampment.  

2. Design and maintain a SUVCW Signature Fundraising Campaign called “The 1881 Club” details can be found 
in the National Encampment Program Book or by contacting the National Treasurer.  

3. Development of an Annual Capital Fundraising Campaign to support the SUVCW Permanent/Endowment 
Fund, this would be a mailing campaign where every member of the SUVCW would receive a mailer requesting 
a onetime or reoccurring donation. This campaign would be targeted to begin within a week after the 2022 Na-
tional Encampment (if approved), with reporting to take place at the following National Encampment. This 
campaign would occur every year.  

4. Development of a Grant Writing Campaign that would target outside organizations, foundations, and corpo-
rations. The type of grant would depend on the grantor as most grants must support a specific project, but 
some can be requested for operational costs.  

5. Development of a Wall of Honor section within the website to honor all of those who support our fundrais-
ing.  

6. Develop a section within the National Encampment Program Book (2 pages at first) to give updates on cur-
rent fundraising programs and campaigns and those involved. This portion is in the development stage with the 
National Committee on Promotion and Marketing picking up the first year’s costs.  

7. Not limited to what has been included in this document, all ideas and thoughts are welcome, constructive, 
with outlines preferred.  

Committee Brothers:  

Chairman Dave Hann, PDC, New Jersey   Member Jeffery French, PDC, New York  

Member Don Gates, PDC, Texas   Aide Donald Shaw, PCinC, Michigan  

Member Kevin Tucker, PDC, Massachusetts  Aide Michael Beard, PDC, Chesapeake  

Member Michael Paquette, PCinC, Chesapeake Aide Gary Carlberg, Minnesota  

Brothers may meet via virtual means, email, or in person. As this is a committee dealing with funding, I would 
ask that virtual meetings to be recorded, email strings be retained and in person meetings have minutes kept 
and/or be recorded.  
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General Order #7, 5 October 2022— 

Withdrawal of General Order #5 and clarification of term “supporting documentation” 

While researching the enquiries surrounding General Order #5 (withdrawn) it was determined that there was 
an undefined statement in the Charter, Constitution and Regulations of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War. This undefined statement “supporting documentation” relating to the membership application (form 3). 
One such statement is found in the C, C, & R; National Regulations; Chapter 1, Camps; Article VII, Elected Of-
ficers Job Descriptions and Duties; Section 4, The Camp Secretary; Sub-Section (c), The activities of the Camp 
Secretary should include; number (10), Maintaining Camp membership applications and supporting documen-
tation.  

As stated above, I clarify the statement “supporting documentation” with the following definition and require-
ment for supporting documentation to be included with the membership application (form 3). It is ordered as 
of this date forward, that besides proof of service of the veteran that all membership applications (form 3) must 
include supporting documentation sufficient to prove lineage for each generation of the applicant ’s member-
ship application (form 3).  

1. Documentation can be photocopies, digital images, or official replacements of originals and do not need to 
be certified copies.  

2. Documentation can be, but are not limited to census records, marriage records, birth records, death rec-
ords, obituaries, family bibles that are more than 75 years old (digital images of family bibles are accepta-
ble), wills and testaments and other legal documents generated by local, state, or federal authority. 

3. You may also use documents that have been accepted by the United States Government during the Pension 
Application Process as found in the full pension package.  

4. Also acceptable are church records, recording birth, baptisms, marriages, and deaths, etc. 

5. State Adjutant General records are allowed when supplied with source information. 

6. Transcripts (handwritten or typed copies) of documents will not be allowed. 

7. Every application for an applicant born in the United States MUST present an officially issued state or gov-
ernment Birth Certificate of the applicant to the senior Camp Officer when the application is reviewed by 
the Camp. That officer must confirm the information between the form 3 and the supporting documenta-
tion and fill in his office, and name (both printed and signed) that he has confirmed the information match-
es between the birth document and the form 3. Official birth document must include names of parent or 
parents, date of birth, name at birth, sex, and information identifying official authority any other infor-
mation may be redacted if the applicant wishes. If the birth certificate doesn’t have the required infor-
mation mentioned above, you may use any type of a dated birth announcement which fills in the missing 
information and submit with the birth certificate. There will be no copy or digital image taken of this birth 
document. These documents once confirmed will be returned to the applicant or destroyed at the wish of 
the applicant. 

8. Every application for an applicant born in the United States MUST present an actual or photocopy of an 
officially issued state or government photo identification card i.e., Driver’s License, State issued photo ID, 
Military Photo ID, Passport etc. to the senior Camp Officer when the application is reviewed by the Camp. 
That officer must confirm the information between the form 3 and the supporting documentation and fill in 
his office, and name (both printed and signed) that he has confirmed the information matches between the 
photo ID and the form 3. Official Identification with photo must include photo of applicant, name of appli-
cant, address of applicant, and information on official authority any other information may be redacted if 
the applicant wishes. There will be no copy or digital image taken of this photo ID document. These docu-
ments once confirmed will be returned to the applicant or destroyed at the wish of the applicant.  
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9. Applicants born outside of the United States and mailing in their applications MUST include an official 
birth document (photocopy, digital image or scan is fine. Not the original) and an official Identification 
with photo (photocopy, digital image or scan is fine). Official birth document must include names of parent 
or parents, date of birth, name at birth, sex, and information identifying official authority any other infor-
mation may be redacted. There will be no copy or digital image taken of this birth document. These docu-
ments once confirmed will be destroyed. 

10. Applicants born outside of the United States and mailing in their applications MUST include an official 
Identification with photo (photocopy, digital image or scan is fine. Not the original). Official Identification 
with photo must include photo of applicant, name of applicant, address of applicant, and information on 
official authority any other information may be redacted. There will be no copy or digital image taken of 
this photo ID document. These documents once confirmed will be destroyed. 

11. Minors need permission from their parents or guardian to join, in those cases consent would need to be 
signed by the parent or guardian and they would need to present the minor’s birth certificate and the 
parent’s or guardian’s photo ID. There will be no copy or digital image taken of these documents. These 
documents once confirmed will be returned to the applicant or destroyed at the wish of the applicant. 

12. A verification form will be designed for the senior Camp officer to fill out confirming the information on the 
form 3 matches the information on the birth document and the photo ID. Until that time the senior Camp 
officer can just write that he reviewed the birth document and the photo ID, and the information has been 
confirmed and matches what is on the form 3, then indicate his Camp office title, print, and sign his name. 
This Camp Officer’s Verification form will be attached to each application or as below in place of the birth 
document and photo ID. 

As there are three (3) copies of the membership application needed for consideration, there needs to be three 
(3) sets of supporting documentation included.  

The Camp may allow digital copies but must amend their by-laws unless that is already part of the Camp by-
laws.  

If the Camp allows digital copies the applicant may submit one (1) hard copy of the full application plus sup-
porting documentation and one (1) digital copy to the Camp Secretary. If the Camp allows the applicant to sup-
ply a digital copy, the Camp must print at least one (1) hard copy for their records and save the digital copy. The 
Camp Secretary will then send at least two (2) hard copies of the application and supporting documentation to 
the Department Secretary. A Camp Officer’s Verification form will replace the supporting birth documents and 
photo ID. 

If the Camp does not allow digital copies the applicant must send three (3) full hard copies of the application 
and supporting documentation to the Camp. 

The Department may allow digital copies but must amend their by-laws unless that is already part of the De-
partment by-laws.  

If the Department allows digital copies the Camp Secretary may send two (2) hard copies of the application and 
the digital copy of the supporting documentation. The Department Secretary will then send to the SUVCW Na-
tional Headquarters at least one (1) hard copy of the application and if supplied the digital copy, they will sup-
ply one (1) copy of the digital copy of the application and supporting documentation to the SUVCW National 
Headquarters. If not supplied a digital copy the Department Secretary must send one (1) full hard copy of the 
application and supporting documentation to the SUVCW National Headquarters. A Camp Officer’s Verifica-
tion form will replace the supporting birth documents and photo ID. 
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If the Department does not allow digital copies the Camp Secretary must send two (2) full hard copies of the 
application and supporting documentation to the Department Secretary.  

Camp-at-Large, Department-at-Large and National Members-at-Large applicants will supply (3) hard copies of 
the application and supporting documentation or (1) hard copy and (1) digital copy of the application and sup-
porting documentation to their oversight authority. A Camp Officer’s Verification form will replace the support-
ing birth documents and photo ID. 

All applications must include any fees or dues. 

Brothers within the order and applicants who have already submitted their paperwork and it has been accepted 
by a Camp as of the date of 5 October 2022 will be exempt from this General Order. 

This General Order applies to New Membership Applications, Dual Membership Applications (the applicant 
may reuse his membership application documents) and Supplemental Ancestor Applications.  

General Order #8, 8 October 2022— 

Elmer (Bud) Atkinson Lifetime Achievement Award 

It was my great honor to present to Past Commander-In-Chief Keith G. Harrison on 27 September 2022 in 
Sunfield, Michigan at the Sunfield Historical Society Welch Museum during the Camp meeting of Lansing-
Sunfield Curtenius Guard Camp #17 the Elmer (Bud) Atkinson Lifetime Achievement Award (formerly the Life-
time Achievement Award) – This award is presented by the Commander-in-Chief to recognize Brothers of the 
Order who have a minimum of thirty (30) years with the Order and have provided significant and continuous 
support over that entire timeframe as either a full member or an associate.  

PCinC Harrison of Holt, Michigan has been a member of the Order since 1981 and a life member since 1986, 
was elected Commander-in-Chief of the National Organization of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
(SUVCW) on August 13, 1994, at the 113th National Encampment in Lansing, Michigan. Brother Harrison's 
ascension represented the fourth Michiganian in the then 113-year history of the Order and the first in 46 years 
to serve as Commander-In-Chief becoming the 108th Brother to hold that esteemed office in the SUVCW.  

In addition to serving as Commander-in-Chief, Brother Harrison has served the Order in several national ca-
pacities, including Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Patriotic Instructor, 
Membership-at-Large Coordinator, History Book Coordinator, and Council of Administration member. Within 
his native state of Michigan, he has served as Department Commander for three years, Senior Vice Commander 
for two years, Department Council Chair for two years, and Department Chief of Staff for seven years. He is a 
charter member of the Lansing-Sunfield Curtenius Guard Camp #17 , which he organized in 1983. Within his 
local camp, he has served as Camp Commander, Camp Secretary, Camp Treasurer, and Camp Historian.  

Since serving as Commander-in-Chief, Brother Harrison has continued to serve the Order as a member of the 
National Council of Administration, Constitution and Regulations Committee, National Signals Officer, Nation-
al Webmaster, Backup National Webmaster, Editor for 10 National Proceedings, and National Webmaster for 
the SUVCW's Sons of Veterans Reserve (SVR). In 1999, he was awarded the Order's Meritorious Service Award 
and in 2001, he was awarded the Order's Cornelius F. Whitehouse Outstanding Brother Award. Past Com-
mander-in-Chief Harrison traces his ancestry to 45 Union Civil War soldiers. Forty of those soldiers served 
from Michigan. The Michigan units in which his ancestors served included the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 11th, 12th, 14th, 
15th, 18th, 19th, 23rd, 25th, 27th, and 28th Volunteer Infantries; the 3rd, 4th, 5th, 8th, 10th and 11th Volunteer 
Cavalries; 1st Light Artillery, and 13th and 14th Batteries. The remaining five Union Civil War ancestors served 
in the 60th United States Colored Troops, the 1st Colorado Volunteer Infantry, 15th United States Infantry, 3rd 
United States Artillery, and the Army of the Ohio (Major General Don Carolos Buell), respectively.  
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Brother Harrison has been a Civil War reenactor since 1982 and rose through the ranks. He remains a member 
and former Captain of the 7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B., an honorary member of the 3rd Mich-
igan Volunteer Infantry, Company K, 5th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company K and 14th Michigan Volun-
teer Infantry, Company A, 15th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B, and a Major, periodically serving in 
the capacity of Chief of Staff or Assistant Adjutant General with the Cumberland Guard, a nationally recognized 
Civil War reenactment association. Within the SUVCW's Sons of Veterans Reserve (SVR), he served as Brevet 
Brigadier General and Commanding Officer during 1996/97 and currently holds the rank of Major (Retired) in 
the SVR. He has participated in more than 550 reenactments, parades, livings histories, and ceremonies, and 
served innumerable times at reenactments as an infantry company commander, infantry battalion commander, 
and overall Union army commander. Major Harrison is very knowledgeable and well practiced in Hardee 
(1855), Casey (1862), and Coppee (1862) Field Manuals, and highly competent in 1861- 1865 U.S. Army compa-
ny, battalion, brigade, and army-level infantry drill and tactics. He has participated in most of the national 
125th - 145th anniversary Civil War battle reenactments and is beginning to now participate in the Civil War 
Sesquicentennial (150th) national reenactment events. Major Harrison's years and reputation within the 7th 
Michigan and the Cumberland Guard.  

Brother Harrison belongs to several historical, patriotic, and civic organizations, including the Military Order of 
the Loyal Legion of the United States (MOLLUS), in which he served as National Commander-in-Chief from 
2009 to 2011. He is only one of four Brothers to have served as the Commander-in-Chief of both the SUVCW 
and the MOLLUS; the other three being US Grant III, Gordon R. Bury, and Lowell V. Hammer). Within the 
Michigan Commandery of the MOLLUS, he served as Commander from 1986 to 2003 and is currently serving 
as the Registrar. He belongs to the Society of Mayflower Descendants; William Brewster Society; Society of Co-
lonial Wars; Sons of the Revolution; Society of the War of 1812; Morgan's Men Association Inc.; Military Order 
of the World Wars; and Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels (Commissioned twice, once in 1988 and again 
in 2003). He is a member of the Masonic Lodge #252 of Okemos, Michigan and life member of the Civil War 
Research Lodge #1865 of Highland Springs, Virginia. He also serves as President of the Eaton Rapids, Michi-
gan GAR Memorial Hall and Museum, Inc., as Treasurer of the state-affiliated Friends of Michigan History, 
Inc. and as Chair of the state-affiliated Michigan Civil War Sesquicentennial History Partners, which is formally 
charged with the responsibility to assist the Michigan Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission in the planning, 
promotion, and implementation of the Civil War Sesquicentennial commemoration in the state.  

Source: https://suvcw.org/pcinc/harrison.htm dated May 2014  

General Order #9, 17 October 2022— Passing of Brother Brigadier General Henry E. Shaw Jr. 

It is my sad duty to report the passing of Brother Brigadier General Henry E. Shaw Jr. (SVR). He died 
@8:00am on Sunday, 16 October 2022. Brother Shaw was the Deputy Commander for the Sons of Veterans 
Reserve as well as a valued mentor and friend to dozens of Past Commander-in-Chiefs of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War as well as serving as a member of the Board of Directors on the SUVCW Charitable 
Foundation for many years. Brother Shaw was born on 24 August 1938, was a member of Sergeant Richard 
Enderlin Camp #73 of the Department of Ohio was a Life Member (#552) since 19 March 1998 and served as 
Past Commander for both his Camp and Department. To his wife Sharon, his daughter Jenny and his entire 
family, to the brothers of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War at the Camp, Department and National 
who he leaves and the Brothers of the SVR, we offer our sympathies and prayers at this difficult time.  

I now Order that the SUVCW National Charter and the Charters of all SUVCW Camps and Departments be 
draped and that brothers attach a black mourning ribbon to their membership badges in honor of Brother 
Shaw. This Order shall remain in effect for thirty days plus three additional days from this date to end on 20 
November 2022 (after the close of the Council of Administration meeting on Sunday in Gettysburg, PA).  
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Special Message #1, 23 October 2022— C-in-C Appointed National Committee on Public Information 

To manage the composition and distribution of official information that comes from the National Organization 
of the Sons of Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW), I am creating a Public Information Office within the Nation-
al structure. This office will be the C-in-C Appointed National Committee on Public Information, but will have 
the working title “The Public Information Office” and will have the following Brothers assigned to the commit-
tee: 

Member-Don Darby, PCinC, Ohio 

Member-Leo Kennedy, PCinC, Rhode Island 

Member-Jim Pahl, PCinC, Michigan 

Member-W. Faron Taylor, PDC, Chesapeake 

Member-John Conrad, PDC, Southwest  

Aide-Edward Gibson, PCC, North Carolina  

Aide-Daniel Trafford, Rhode Island  

Brother Don Darby will be the acting Chairman of the Committee to set up the first meeting, the Chief of Staff 
will contact Brother Darby with the Zoom login information and assist him in setting up the meeting if neces-
sary. The first act of this committee will be to vote on a chairman. 

Job Description: The function of The Public Information Office will be to create news, press and social media 
releases. All public information releases from the office must be approved by the Commander-in-Chief prior to 
being released. They are authorized to work with other Brothers of the SUVCW to create a high-quality infor-
mational product. They will also put together a series of biographies of Past Commanders-in-Chiefs, Real Sons, 
and Real Daughters, elected or appointed members of the Executive, Legislative and Judicial branches of the 
US States Government (???) for immediate release as needed. These biographies should have a connection to 
the American Civil War if available. I.E., if it is known, an ancestor that served or work that they assisted in 
promoting our mission. 

The Public Information Office answers only to the Commander-in-Chief.  

Special Message #2, 25 October 2022— SUVCW Call to Arms, Gettysburg 

Brothers of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW), this is a Call to Arms to support our Broth-
ers within the Sons of Veteran Reserve (SVR). It seems a technical glitch with the SVR website has put them 
behind the 8 ball with their annual SVR Breakfast at Gettysburg on 19 November 2022 at 8:00am, this break-
fast helps to support the efforts behind the scenes on Remembrance Day and will take place at the Wyndham 
Hotel.  

Also remember Brothers every member of the SVR is a member of the SUVCW and every member of the SU-
VCW can become a member of the SVR, in fact, that is the major requirement is that you must be a member of 
the SUVCW join the SVR. Start now, come to the SVR Breakfast, and meet the members of the SVR. You may 
be surprised on who you will see there, I have been a member of the SVR for many years with the 3 rd Rhode 
Island Heavy Artillery, see you there.  

Seating is limited due to room size but let’s bust the seams and get a full room. A SVR Breakfast registration 
form should be part of this message, please don’t go to the SVR website for the form. 
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General Order #10, 4 November 2022— The Passing of Past Commander-in-Chief David V. Medert 

It is with deep regret that I announce the passing of Past Commander in Chief David V Medert of the Depart-
ment of Ohio. Brother Medert passed away today at 3:00PM. In addition to being a Commander in Chief 
(2008), Brother Medert was Past Department Commander of the Department of Ohio, as well as a Past Com-
manding General of the SVR. Brother Medert’s involvement and leadership within the Order as well as the 
SVR, has made a difference to the many Brothers that knew him.  

1. Brother Medert was retired from the US Navy as a Senior Chief Petty Officer with a very distinguished ca-
reer. His service included stations onboard three submarines, an aircraft carrier, light cruiser, heavy cruis-
er, frigate, an airborne reconnaissance squadron, and numerous stateside and overseas duty assignments  

2. Brother Medert was a member of Battery I, 1st Ohio Lt. Artillery, where he had served as Battery Com-
mander for 7 years. 

3. Brother Medert was the recipient of the SVR Meritorious Service Medal, Distinguished Service Medal and 
the SUVCW’s Meritorious Service Medal with Gold Star. 

4. Brother Medert was active in Freemasonry with his Lodge as well as having served as a Deputy Grand Mas-
ter in the 7th Masonic District of Ohio. 

5. Condolences and cards may be sent to Brother Medert’s wife, Mrs. Andrea Medert, 72 Limestone Blvd, 
Chillicothe, OH 45601. 

6. Arraignments have yet to be announced. 

7. It is hereby ordered that the National Web site, the Charters of all Departments and Camps and member-
ship badges be draped in black for a period of 30 days from the date of this General Order. 

Special Message #3, 10 November 2022— USMC Birthday, Veteran’s Day, & SUVCW Birthday 

It is my Great honor to be able to send this Special Message, in order not to clutter your mailboxes or over bur-
den our secretaries I have chosen to combine these three events into one message. I am proud to be a member 
of all three of the above groups, this is always one of the best weeks of my life.  

First, Today on 10 November 1775 the United States Marine Corps was born, and recruitment began in Tun 
Tavern in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. What better location to bring to life the best fighting force the world has 
ever seen than in a tavern. From the beginning we were the sharpshooters on merchant vessels and in the fields 
but weren’t against the occasional handto-hand discussion. Today, Brothers and Sisters of the Marine Corps 
lead the way in the defense of the United States of America, home and abroad, The President’s Own! In hun-
dreds of bases, Camps and homes around the world Marines will be gathering at Marine Corps Ball’s, pool ta-
bles and living rooms today to hoist a glass in the memory of all of those who have gone before us, those who 
serve today and those of the future, God Bless the United States Marine Corps, Happy Birthday & Semper Fi to 
all my Brothers and Sisters.  

Second, At the 11th Hour of the 11th Day of the 11th Month in 1918 an Armistice was signed with Germany to 
end the War to end all wars, World War 1, this day was called Armistice Day until 1954 when Congress renamed 
it to Veteran’s Day to honor all veterans who served the United States in the US military. It is on 11 November 
of every year that we should remember those United States Veterans of the United States Marine Corps, United 
States Navy, United States Army, United States Army Air Corps, United States Air Force, United States Coast 
Guard, and the United States Space Force for their service to this Great nation. Remember this day is for all 
veterans, Memorial Day is for those veterans who have passed away in the service of the United States.  
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Lastly, On 12 November 1881 the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) formed the Sons of Veterans of the United 
States of America (SV) to carry on its traditions and memory long after the GAR had ceased to exist. Member-
ship was open to any man who could prove ancestry to a member of the GAR or to a veteran eligible for mem-
bership in the GAR. In later years, men who did not have the ancestry to qualify for hereditary membership, 
but who demonstrated a genuine interest in the Civil War and could subscribe to the purpose and objectives of 
the SUVCW, were admitted as Associates. This practice continues today. In 1925 the SV name was changed to 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW), under which its federal charter was issued in 1954. The SU-
VCW is legally recognized as the heir to, and representative of, the GAR. On 12 November 2022 we the Brothers 
of the Greatest Organization in the world honoring those who fought and, in some cases, died to preserve the 
Union of the United States of America during the American Civil War 1861 – 1865. Honor the memories of the 
Grand Army of the Republic for the 141st time, yes Brothers we are 141 years old and going strong. Also remem-
ber to reach out and thank a veteran, but don’t just thank them, tell them who we are and why we care, invite 
them to join us.  

Thank you, Brothers and God Bless, I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible next weekend during 
our Remembrance Day events. 

General Order #11, 22 November 2022— Revocation of General Order #7 

Brothers, it has been brought to my attention that General Order #7 has caused some concerns with our Camp 
and Department Secretaries. Most concerns seem to relate to the added workload of those officers and the 
speed in which this concept was brought into play. For those reasons I am revoking General Order #7.  

General Order #5 remains withdrawn as it was so done in General Order #7.  

This lineage documentation concept has been placed for action in the National Committee on Membership and 
they will report their findings and recommendations at the National Encampment in Nashua, New Hampshire 
this August 2023. The Chairman of the National Committee on Membership, Brother Kevin Martin, JVCinC 
has the authority to submit the committee’s recommendations directly to the National Committee on Constitu-
tion & Regulations and should do so within all current guidelines to get these recommendations on the floor of 
the National Encampment this August 2023.  

This action on my part was voted on, at my request, by the Council of Administration in Gettysburg this past 
weekend. Please consider attending the National Encampment as that vote was not unanimous, but split. 

General Order #12, 22 November 2022— New and Revised Forms 

The following Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) Forms have been updated at the Gettysburg 
Council of Administration meeting and are now posted online.  

Form #7, ROTC Award Application  

Form #11, Certification Statement for EIN Reporting  

Form #12, Scholarship Application  

Form #17, Meritorious Service Award & MSA with Gold Star Application  

Form #27, Camp Annual Report  

Form #30, Camp Status Report  

Form #35, Department Annual Report  

It was also determined at the Gettysburg Council of Administration meeting that a General Order be written to 
ensure that only the most up to date Form version be used by any Brother or Applicant of the Sons of Union 
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Veterans of the Civil War. Applications submitted on outdated Forms by applicants should be replaced by the 
Investigating Committee Members of the Camp, filling in the required information on the most up to date Form 
#3 and returned to the applicant to be reviewed and signed.  

The most up to date Forms are posted online on the SUVCW Forms page, as new versions of our Forms are re-
vised, those revised Forms will be announced via General Order, Special Order or Special Message by the Com-
mander-in-Chief or the National Secretary. 

Only the most up to date Form is to be used. How do you know if it is the current version? If it is posted online, 
on our SUVCW Forms page, on our SUVCW National Website it should be the most up to date Form and will be 
accepted. If it is not posted online and is used, that Form will not be accepted it is the responsibility of either 
the Camp Secretary, Department Secretary, or National Headquarters staff (depending on where the form gen-
erated) to send it back to the Officer, Camp, or Department that generated the Form for its transfer of infor-
mation to the newest Form and resubmission.  

Please be sure to use the current Form version as time submission deadlines will not be altered due to the need 
to resubmit a form. 

General Order #13, 3 December 2022— Reinstatement of Brother Eric D. Richhart, PDC 

General Order #11, Series 2021 – 2022 dated 22 April 2022 announced the suspension of Brother Eric D. Rich-
hart, PDC (https://suvcw.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2021-2022-GO11-22-Apr-2022.pdf) pending the 
outcome of a Hearing Council.  

Said Hearing Council has met and released their findings on 12 September 2022, these findings can be located 
at https://suvcw.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Richhart-HearingCouncil-Findings-1.pdf. These findings 
were mailed to Brother Richhart and after the required ten (10) days, I informed Brother Richhart of the find-
ings and that as of 12 September 2022 his suspension was reversed (an email was provided to Brother Richhart 
as proof of this action) and that after the appeals timeline passed a General Order would be written announcing 
the reversal of the suspension. This is that General Order, as per the recommendations of the Hearing Council’s 
findings, Brother Richhart has had a verbal reprimand, also let it be known that Brother Eric D. Richhart, PDC, 
Department of Colorado & Wyoming has been reinstated as a Brother in Good Standing with all his past honors 
in place as of 12 September 2022. 

General Order #14, 15 December 2022— The Passing of Past Commander-in-Chief Donald W. Shaw 

Brothers, Again, and all too soon It is my solemn duty to report the passing of another great Brother and friend. 
I was notified on 13 December 2022 that Brother Donald W. Shaw had been rushed to the ICU of the local 
Trauma #1 center in Flint, Michigan. Little was known at the time other than he was unresponsive. Sadly, at 
around 4:30AM Eastern Time, on 14 December 2022, Past Commander-In-Chief Donald W. Shaw passed 
away. 

Brother Donald was a very loved man within the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War he touched many 
souls and hearts. From his Biography: https://suvcw.org/?page_id=2588  

Donald William Shaw was elected to membership in the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil war on July 18, 
1994. He joined the Order through the Governor Crapo Camp, No. 145 at Flint, Michigan. His Civil War roots 
extend to William M. Begole of the 23rd Michigan Infantry Regiment, through whom he joined the Order, as 
well as through a great great grandfather, John B. Anderson of the 179th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, upon whose 
service Brother Shaw based his life membership status with the Order. 

Brother Shaw has served in most of the elected posts within the Governor Crapo Camp and had been involved 
with numerous special projects designed to keep green the memory of the soldiers and sailors of 1861 to 1865. 
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****************************************************************************************************************** 

Find all National General Orders, Forms, and More at:  

https://www.suvcw.org/ 

These projects include everything from parades to memorial services, to school presentations, to cemetery 
mowing and cleaning, to speaking engagements regarding the Civil War and the Grand Army of the Republic, 
to working on the restoration and rededication of memorials left by the Grand Army. He had also served as 
Camp Organizer of the U.S. Grant Camp No. 67 of Bay City, Michigan, in which he held dual camp membership 
with the Crapo Camp of Flint. 

Within the Department of Michigan, he had served in various elected and appointed posts. These include De-
partment Counselor, Department Chief of Staff, Department Junior Vice Commander, and Department Senior 
Vice Commander. He served two terms as Michigan Department Commander, from April 2010 to March 2012. 
He was the 102nd man to serve as Commander since the Department was organized in 1883. 

At the National level of the Order, Brother Shaw had served as Assistant National Counselor, National Counse-
lor, National Chief of Staff, four years as an At Large Member of the Council of Administration, Junior Vice 
Commander in Chief, Senior Vice Commander in Chief and was elected in August 2018 as the Orders Com-
mander in Chief and served until August of 2019. 

In other related activity, Brother Shaw was a member of the Sons of Veterans Reserve (SVR), had served as 
Commander of the Central Region Association of the Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic, and had 
served on numerous committees performing the business of the Order. 

Aside from, “Keeping Green the Memory,” the best part about the work, in his opinion, is the fine people in the 
Order with whom he was privileged to work, who truly make all of this a pleasure. 

Brother Shaw was also a member of the Sons of the American Revolution, the Masons, and was an Associate 
Companion, through the Michigan Commandery, of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States 
(MOLLUS). He was born, 9 October 1955, and raised in Flint, Michigan and resides there still. He is a graduate 
of the University of Michigan and of Wayne State University Law School. He had been a practicing attorney in 
Flint for nearly forty years. 

The family has requested a simple service which will be held as follows, On Monday, 19 December 2022 a view-
ing will begin at 10:00AM in the Brown Funeral Home, 1480 East Hill Road, Grand Blanc, Michigan 48439 and 
conclude with a service at 2:00PM, After which Brother Don will be brought to the cemetery to be laid to rest. 

His family has asked that in lieu of flowers that donations be made in his name to the American Heart Associa-
tion. 

In Honor of Brother Donald W. Shaw, Past Commander-In-Chief, 2018 – 2019, I hereby Order that all Badges, 
Charters and websites on the Camp, Department and National levels be draped in black in his honor for the 
next 30 days. Brothers, the duties of National Quartermaster have been temporarily transferred to Brother Jim 
Lyon and delivery should resume by 2 January 2023. 

http://www.suvcw.org
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Francis J. Wilhelmi Camp #17 – Washington, MO 

Above: Ron Burke, 

Glen Alsop, PDC, and 

Terry Wilson set up a 

recruitment table at the 

Franklin County History 

Fair on October 23rd. 

Right:  Glen Alsop, 

PDC, mans a table at the 

Washington American 

Legion Veterans    

Breakfast on November 

7th.  

Above: Members of Wilhelmi Camp #17 were 

among those who took part in the 160th              

anniversary of the Battle of Perryville, Kentucky, 

on October 8-9, 2022. 
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 Thomas Fletcher Camp #47 – De Soto, MO 

Meets 6:30pm, at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1620 Boyd Street, unless otherwise noted   
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Camp Commander Kevin Miller of Westport Camp #64 shared these photographs of   

local Eagle Scouts receiving recognition from the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

for attaining said rank in their Scouting journey. Great job, boys! 

Westport Camp #64 – Kansas City, MO 
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Phelps Camp #66 – Springfield, MO 
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U.S. Grant Camp #68 – St. Louis, MO 

the 
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McPherson Camp #1— Springdale, AR  

Murphy Camp #2 — Little Rock, AR  

Tarkington Camp #3 — Van Buren, AR  

Lillie Camp #6 – Jefferson City, MO 

Wilhelmi Camp #17 — Washington, MO 

Fletcher Camp #47 — De Soto, MO 

McNeil Camp #62 – Unionville, MO 

Westport Camp #64 — Kansas City, MO 

Phelps Camp #66 — Springfield, MO 

Grant Camp #68 — St. Louis, MO 

Spradling Camp #72 — Fort Smith, AR 

St. James Camp #326 — Ste. Genevieve, MO 

Tiger Camp #432 — Columbia, MO  

Is there a Sons of Union Veterans Camp in 

your neck of the woods? Find out more 

about us at http://suvcwmo.org 

Note that while some camps may not have reported         

exclusive activities this time, members of camps across   

the Department participate in each other’s events.  
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This Sycamore,  

a Witness Tree 

 
a rondeau 

 

 

This sycamore, a witness tree, 
Stood tall in 1863 
As Lincoln passed by to address 
The military’s late success 
Against the forces brought by Lee. 

It witnessed every enlistee 
Succumbing to a battery 
Of cannon they could not suppress, 
This sycamore. 

No pensioner or retiree 
Observed such long past history. 
But though it lives, it can’t profess 
Such knowledge we’d have it possess. 
Oh, what we’d learn, if we could be 
This sycamore! 

from Memoirs of a Witness Tree (Kelsey Books, 2020) by Randal A. Burd, Jr. 

https://classicalpoets.org/2016/10/05/how-to-write-a-rondeau-in-flanders-fields/
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Get 50% off the listed price of remaining 

2021 National Encampment Merchandise!* 
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* certain restrictions may apply. Some items may be out of stock. Contact wbusch@suvcwmo.org with questions. 
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DEPARTMENT OF 
MISSOURI 

SONS OF UNION 
VETERANS 

OF THE CIVIL WAR 

 
Membership in the Sons of Union Veter-

ans of the Civil War (SUVCW) is open to 

all male descendants, whether through 

lineal or collateral line, and not less than 

14 years of age who: (1) are a blood rela-

tive of a soldier, sailor, marine or member 

of the Revenue Cutter Service, who was 

regularly mustered and served honorably 

in, was honorably discharged from or 

died in the service of the Army, Navy, 

Marine Corps or Revenue Cutter Service 

of the United States of America or in such 

state regiments called to active service 

and was subject to orders of United States 

general officers between April 12, 1861 

and April 9, 1865; (2) have never been 

convicted of any infamous or heinous 

crime and (3) have, or whose ancestor 

through whom membership is claimed, 

has never voluntarily borne arms against 

the government of the United States.  

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Department of Missouri 
Sons of Union Veterans 

of the Civil War 
Randal A. Burd, Jr., PDC 
Editor, Missouri Unionist 

716 N. Shepherd St. 
Ironton, MO 63650 

 

E-mail: unionist@suvcwmo.org 

To learn more about the Department of Missouri, 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, find us at: 

http://www.suvcwmo.org 


