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Department of Missouri 

Sons of Union Veterans 

 

The Missouri Unionist 

Winner of the Marshall Hope Award 

for Best Department Newsletter 

2009, 2013, 2019, & 2022! 

On September 10, 2022, members of Arkansas camps of the Department of Missouri, Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War, joined the National Park Service in commemorating the 1863 
Union reoccupation of Fort Smith in Arkansas.  

On Sepember 10, 2022, U.S. 

Grant Camp #68 with Duncan 

Noack of Fletcher Camp #47 

and PDC Glen Alsop of Wil-

helmi Camp #17, held a cere-

mony at the new tombstone of 

Captain William Barr, Co B., 

2nd Missouri Cavalry, in 

Bellefontaine Cemetery, St. 

Louis, Missouri. Captain Barr 

became ill at Vicksburg and 

died of dysentery shortly after 

the war. Buried in 1865, this 

Scotland-born veteran’s grave 

was unmarked. 
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I was travelling to Michigan with 

PDC Glen Alsop on Friday of the 

National Encampment when I 

learned that the Missouri Union-

ist had been awarded the Marshall 

Hope Award for Most Outstand-

ing Department Newsletter of the 

2021-2022 year.  

Thanks to PDC Gary Scheel for 

submitting the Missouri Unionist 

for consideration for this national 

award. Thanks to PDC Walt Busch 

for providing big shoes to fill, wor-

thy examples to consider, and 

enough material to allow for a 

smooth transition of editorships. 

As Editor for half of the 2021-

2022 year, I am happy to share 

credit with my predecessor for 

this much appreciated recognition 

of effort from the National Organ-

ization. 

This award truly belongs to all 

active members of the Depart-

ment of Missouri. My brothers in 

Missouri and Arkansas, you have 

consistently demonstrated your 

commitment to the purposes of 

this Order, so much so there has 

been material for pages upon pag-

es of content reporting on events 

in every corner of the Depart-

ment.  You continue year after 

year, decade after decade, to shine 

a light on the victorious but costly 

struggle carried on by our ances-

tors over 150 years ago. Without 

your active participation through-

out the years and across the 

states, there would be nothing to 

report. 

We have been noticed. I can only 

ask that you continue your dedica-

tion to the task put before you.  

Submit information on events 

taking place in this department 

both before the event and after-

wards (with photographs). I know 

as full as our newsletters have 

been of the positive exploits of 

this department, there are events 

occurring under the radar, lec-

tures given, ceremonies held, and 

research yielding new insights just 

waiting to be shared. 

If nothing else, we know you are 

here because your ancestors were 

there. For many, these unfamiliar 

ancestors of our familiar brothers 

and friends remain faceless, but 

they can be less so if only you 

would send in their stories for 

publication.  

—Randal A. Burd, Jr., PDC (aka 

The Editor) 

FROM THE EDITOR 

“If you don’t know history, then you don’t know anything. You are a leaf that doesn’t know it 
is part of a tree.”  - Michael Crichton 
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ColleCtor’s Corner 
Douglas Roussin, PCC 

General Thomas C. Fletcher-Camp 47 

Spurs of the American Civil War, Part 2 

Confederate Spurs 

 

Spurs of the American Civil War is a neglected field of study.  Only a few books have been written 

on this subject.  In Part 1, the focus was on spurs used by federal forces, and they were centered 

around a few simple designs.  These spurs, as set forth by the government specifications are re-

ferred to as the U. S.  Model 1859.  The spurs are brass, and the patterns were simple.  It required a 

13/16-inch rowel with 14 points and a rectangular strap plate. The heal had a modest floral design.  

Of course, officers many times purchased fancy spurs with eagles, stars, horse- heads and dolphins. 

In 1861, as the war began, the Confederate government formed and took into service cavalry units 

from many southern states.  Most of these units had to supply their own equipment including uni-

forms, guns, horses and related items including spurs.  

These spurs are what collectors today refer to as civilian models, but they actually saw a lot of war 

time service.  Many of these spurs were made before, during and in some cases long after the war.  

In many cases this makes spurs hard to identify as Confederate.  If a spur was made after the war, 

collectors simply refer to them as “look-a-likes”.   

The Confederate government did contract with several companies, as did many southern states, to 

produce spurs.  Most of these spurs had little specifications and a variety of spur designs were pro-

duced.  Some spurs were quite heavy while other were more petite. The smaller spurs got the job 

done but are not what you would consider military.  As the was dragged on and brass became hard 

to find, local blacksmiths were commissioned to make iron spurs.  This was especially true west of 

the Mississippi.  During Price’s raid much of his calvary wore iron spurs. 

The Richmond arsenal produced large quantities of spurs which are referred to as the Richmond 

Spur.  Out west, the firm of Leech & Rigdon (Memphis Novelty Works) produced spurs using their 

design.  Most Confederate spurs are heavy and large, measuring up to 5 ½ inches.  They were de-

signed to hold up under constant use.  One way of determining if you have a Confederate spur is by 

looking at the strap plate.  Union spurs have a rectangular strap plate while Confederate spurs, on 

the other hand, is generally tapered at that area or they could have a rounded design.  Rowels on 

Confederate spurs were designed with 7, 10, or 12 points.             
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This Confederate spur is often 

referred to as “the unbreaka-

ble” because of its heavy de-

sign.  This spur was found in 

1991 by the author in a union 

campsite south of Ironton, Mo. 

 

 

 

This non-dug Confederate spur was 

purchased in an antique shop many 

years ago.  Note the high angular neck.  

This could be the product of Leech & 

Rigdon of Memphis, Tennessee.      

 

 

This is a small Confederate spur with a 

long  neck.  Note the round strap plate.  

This spur was excavated on Shepherd’s 

Mountain, Battle of Pilot Knob, many years 

ago. Shepherd’s Mountain is a very rugged 

and rocky mountain.  Many Confederates 

crossing the mountain sides lost their spurs.  

Several union spurs have also been found 

on the mountain. 

       

This very thin spur is called a raking spur 

because the placement of the rowel is hori-

zontal rather than vertical.  One arm and a 
section of the strap plate is broken.  This 

spur was found, by the author, at a union 

camp site. The site was looted by Confeder-
ate troops of Price’s army. It was probably 

broken by the soldier to make it unusable in 

the future.  
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This spur 

has a long 

straight 

neck.  It had 

seen a lot of 

service be-

fore it was 

lost at the 

Battle of 

Pilot Knob. 

       

These iron spurs show how desperate Price’s men were for equipment.  The first was made 

from an iron bar which was split and fashioned into a spur and was recovered in a gulley on 

Shepherds Mountain.  The second iron spur is very thin and was recovered on Pilot Knob 

Mountain in 2020.   

 

The holy grail of Confederate spurs is this C.S. Leech & Rigdon spur made at the Memphis 

Novelty works. The spur has a star on the strap plate and C.S. under the neck.  This spur was 

found on the Stone’s River battlefield.  

 

Courtesy: Herb Enzmann   All spurs shown in this article were found on private property with permission.   

 



6 

 

ColleCtor’s Corner 

Bonus—Just for Fun 

Most of my generation was brought up in the hay-day of TV western and movies.  Our heroes 

were Roy Rogers, Gene Autry, Wild Bill Hickock and of course Hoppy.  No kid in the 50’s or 

60’s was without his cowboy outfit.  I had my outfit and of course my wife Kathie was dressed 

as Dale Evans with her dress, hat, vest and boots.  In those days playing with cap guns was not 

considered dangerous to our young minds and kids had no thought of real violence.  All cow-

boys and cowgirls had to have boots and spurs.  Below are some of the real cowboy spurs that 

we wore.  Does this bring back memories? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice the beautiful   

rosette on the leather. 

 

 

 

Look at this magnificent 

pair of spurs! 

Yours in memory, 

Doug Roussin 
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Submitted by 

Mark Bierbaum 
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 Patriotic Instructor’s Message 

Dale Crandell, PDC 

 

The preamble of the SUVCW Constitution declares we are a patriotic and fraternal order, pledged to render 
loyal service to our country and promote American citizenship. Autumn has several opportunities for camps 
and members to engage in commemorations and celebrations of patriotic holidays. Does your Camp have 
local Civil War battles or leaders to feature in the Patriotic Instructor’s Message? Send them to the Depart-
ment’s Patriotic Instructor (patriot@suvcwmo.org). 

 

Navy Birthday 

Tuesday, October 13th is the 247th birthday of the U.S. Navy. The Continental Congress 
authorized the procurement and manning of two ships on 13 October 1775 for service 
against the British Navy. From this simple beginning the Continental Navy grew to 20 ships 
by the end of the Revolutionary War including the Ranger and her famous commander, 
John Paul Jones, but this fleet was sold-off in 1783 at the end of the war. A standing naval 

warfare fleet was re-established in 1794 and has remained in continuous service. 

The Union Navy’s primary mission during the American Civil War was blockade of Confederate ports, a form 
of economic warfare to starve the Confederacy from selling their cash crop –cotton.  They also assisted the 
Union Army with their invasion of coastal cities in the Carolinas and capture of New Orleans.  Important to 
naval history was the Battle of Hampton where the USS Monitor and CSS Virginia, the first two ironclads 
battled. 

For more information: https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/commemorations-toolkits/navy-
birthday.html 

 

Missouri Day 

Missouri Day is the third Wednesday in October, which this year falls on October 19th. Anna Brosius 
Korn was a schoolteacher and Missouri native living in Oklahoma when she proposed in 1913 a day 
dedicated to celebrating Missouri across the country. She proposed October 1st honoring another 
Missourian, Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) who stated, “Missouri is at her best in October.”  Anna 
lobbied for two years until Missouri Day was adopted as the first Monday in October in 1915. It was 
moved to the third Wednesday in 1969. Anna defined the day as:  

Primarily to unite all organizations in bonds of fraternal feeling; to foster a love for our history; to teach the rising 
generations of boys and girls the glories of Missouri; to encourage patriotism and promote all lines of interest in our 
forward march of progress. 
 

For more information: https://www.sos.mo.gov/default.aspx?PageID=5963 

 

Election Day 

The first Tuesday after the first Monday in even years is Election Day. Tuesday, Novem-
ber 8th is the midterm election day throughout the United States. For some the election 
season has already started in Missouri and starting soon in Arkansas with mail-in and in-
person absentee voting. The practice of voting by mail has roots in the American Civil 
War. Most northern states authorized Union camps to form special election boards and 
voter registration for soldiers to vote in the 1864 Presidential election between incum-

bent Republican Abraham Lincoln and Democrat George McClellan. 

Whatever your politics or party affiliation, vote; it is one of the greatest rights in the United States. 

mailto:patriot@suvcwmo.org
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/commemorations-toolkits/navy-birthday.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/commemorations-toolkits/navy-birthday.html
https://www.sos.mo.gov/default.aspx?PageID=5963
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoS2Bx2ZOw0gAkDmJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=U.S.+Navy+logo&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=att-portal&b=113&tab=organic&w=300&h=301&imgurl=www
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Marine Corps Birthday 

Tuesday, November 10th is the 247th birthday of the U.S. Marine Corps. The Continen-
tal Congress authorized two battalions of Marines on 10 November 1775 of “good sea-
men or so acquainted with maritime affairs as to be able to serve for and during the pre-
sent war with Great Britain and the Colonies.”  Philadelphia’s Tun Tavern is regarded as 
the Corps birthplace, where the first Marines were recruited by Captain Samuel Nicho-
las. The Continental Marines were disbanded at the end of the Revolutionary War in 
1783 and re-established in 1798 by an Act of Congress and has remained in continuous 

service.   

The Union Marine Corps strength did not exceed 2,000 for the duration of the war. Being the infantry for the 
Union Navy, they were in combat at Fort Sumter, Battle of Honey Hill, Battle of Drewry ’s Bluff, and 2nd Bat-
tle of Fort Fisher. 

For more information: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Marine_Corps_birthday 

 

Veterans Day 

Veterans Day is Wednesday, November 11th. This national holiday, originally Armi-
stice Day commemorating the end of the First World War honors the 24.9 million who 
served in our military, from the Revolutionary War to today’s United States Armed 
Forces. An important, core activity of our parent organization, the GAR, was the care 
and welfare of veterans. As the heirs of the GAR, the SUVCW has a responsibility for 

the care and welfare of our modern veterans.   

SUVCW brothers who served honorably in the Armed Forces are authorized to wear the Military Service 
Medal. Brothers who received a Campaign Ribbon-Medal are authorized to wear the War Medal. 

For more information: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veterans_Day 

 

National Guard Day 

National Guard Day is celebrated on December 13th and commemorates the first North 
American militia force established in 1636 to protect Massachusetts Bay. The citizen-soldier 
has served America in war, civil unrest, and natural disaster from colonial to modern times. 
The first effort to regulate state militias was the Militia Act of 1792. Our modern National 
Guard was organized under the National Defense Act of 1916; every state, territory, and 

district maintain a National Guard of soldiers and airmen for local emergencies, but they are also available 
for integration into the U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force for wartime service. 

While many states had militia during the American Civil War, the states need to raise large numbers of army 
regiments for federal service to meet their allotted quotas. Some state militias were transferred to federal 
service or called up for local battles. 

For more information: https://www.nationalguard.mil/Features/2021/385th-Birthday-The-National-Guard 

 

Wreaths Across America  

Wreaths Across America is Saturday, December 17th. What started in 1992 with the 
donation of 5,000 surplus wreaths placed at Arlington National Cemetery has grown 
into a national holiday season tradition.  Each December volunteers in all 50 states 
place wreaths at veteran gravesites. Although not a requirement, camps and broth-
ers are asked to register the events with National Wreaths Across American Day at: 

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Marine_Corps_birthday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veterans_Day
https://www.nationalguard.mil/Features/2021/385th-Birthday-The-National-Guard
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org
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ROTC Coordinator’s Message 

Dale Crandell, PDC 

Fall is the traditional start of the school year and a great time to reach out to your local ROTC and JROTC unit to intro-
duce your camp and the SUVCW’s ROTC award program. At no cost to the ROTC/JROTC unit or camp, the SUVCW 
provides a medal and ribbon bar for presentation to a deserving cadet or midshipmen selected by the ROTC/JROTC 
unit commander that: 

 

Shows a high degree of patriotism to his/her Nation and has demonstrated  
a high degree of academic performance and leadership. 

 

Missouri and Arkansas have seventeen college-level ROTC units where students take military science courses and 
participate in summer training to receive an officer’s commission upon graduation. ROTC’s connection to the American 
Civil War dates to the Morrill Act of 1862 when land-grant colleges were required to include military training to supple-
ment the commissioning programs at West Point and Annapolis. 

 

Each college-level ROTC unit is assigned to a local SUVCW camp. Ensure your ROTC unit is aware of the award, that 
they select the recipient; offer to order the award for them and provide a presenter at their spring ceremony. While col-
lege ROTC cadets and midshipmen are not authorized to wear non-military medals, the award can still be presented. 

 
For assistance or questions contact the Department’s ROTC coordinator at rotc@suvcwmo.org. 

 

College ROTC Unit SUVCW Camp 

Arkansas State University Army ROTC Murphy Camp #1 

Lincoln University Army ROTC Lillie Camp #6 

Missouri State University Army ROTC Phelps Camp #66 

Missouri University of Science & Technology Air Force ROTC Fletcher Camp #47 

Missouri University of Science & Technology Army ROTC Fletcher Camp #47 

Missouri Western State University Army ROTC Westport Camp #64 

St. Louis University Air Force ROTC Grant Camp #68 

Truman State University Army ROTC McNeil Camp #62 

University of Arkansas - Fayetteville Air Force ROTC McPherson Camp #1 

University of Arkansas - Fayetteville Army ROTC McPherson Camp #1 

University of Arkansas - Pine Bluff Army ROTC Murphy Camp #1 

University of Central Arkansas Army ROTC Murphy Camp #1 

University of Central Missouri Army ROTC Westport Camp #64 

University of Missouri - Columbia Air Force ROTC Tigers Camp #432 

University of Missouri - Columbia Army ROTC Tigers Camp #432 

University of Missouri - Columbia Navy ROTC Tigers Camp #432 

Washington University Army ROTC Grant Camp #68 

mailto:rotc@suvcwmo.org
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Used in both the Civil War and 

the War of 1812, the Union 

capture of this fort was consid-

ered super important to holding 

a major port. Where’s Wally? 

 

Find the answer on the back page. 

 

Submitted by  

Walter Busch, PDC 

Submitted by Bob Mueller 

St. James Camp #326 

Before the Missouri Unionist, there was… 

The Camp Fire  

Find past issues of the Missouri Unionist and more at: 

https://www.suvcwmo.org/the-unionist.html 
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General Order #18, 1 July 2022—  

Age Qualification for Candidates Seeking Election as National Officers 

A Brother of the Order requested a formal opinion from the National Counselor regarding the eligibility of a member, 
who is currently 15 years of age and therefore a minor in all 50 states of the Union, to run for the office of National Quar-
termaster.  

After consulting the Charter, Constitution and Regulations of the Order Chapter III Article VIII (Officer Job Descriptions 
& Duties) Section 7, Chapter III Article IX (Finances) Section 9, Sub section (c), Chapter V (General Regulations) Article 
III (Bonds), General Order #22 series 2013- 2014, Proceedings of the 2014 National Encampment pages 86-88, the cur-
rent Sons of Union Veterans or the Civil War Policy regarding Minors, and the Federal Fair Labor Act, the National 
Counselor determined that “as an organization it is incumbent on us to ensure the proper stewardship and leadership 
expected by the brothers of the Order. As the Charter, Constitution, and Regulations are silent on the matter of an age 
requirement for National Officer; it is within the power of the Commander-in-Chief to provide clarification and direction 
in this matter. Based on the research and findings herein, any petitioner desiring to candidacy as a National Officer 
should be disqualified unless the individual has met the age of 21 years at the time the petition for candidacy is present-
ed.”  

Therefore, by the authority vested in me as Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and sup-
ported by a formal opinion issued by the National Counselor the following is hereby ordered: Any Brother seeking elec-
tion as a National Officer shall be disqualified if he has not met the age of 21 years at the time the of his election.  

General Order #19, 2 August 2022—  

Dress Code for National Encampments 

Per Chapter III, Article III, Section 1 footnote 67 of the National Charter, Constitution and Regulations “Brothers should 
take care to ensure their dress is appropriate to the occasion, such as business attire. This particularly applies to officers 
at their stations and those seated adjacent to and in front of the Altar during business meetings of National Encamp-
ments. This means jacket, tie, long pants and (membership) medal. Jackets may be removed to prevent over heating but 
should be present. The Guide, Color Bearer and Guard may wear uniforms.” 

By the authority vested in me as Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, the National Char-
ter, Constitution and Regulations the following is hereby ordered:  

While attending any business session of the National Encampment all Brothers in attendance shall be in appropriate 
male business attire. This attire shall be as stipulated by General Order #3, Series 2016-2017 to include jacket, tie, long 
pants and membership badge. Jackets may be removed to prevent over heating but should be present. Brothers may op-
tionally wear uniforms patterned after United States Armed Forces uniforms 1861-1865 or the current National Encamp-
ment polo shirt and long pants if a polo shirt is made available by the National Encampment Host Committee. Member-
ship badges shall also be worn on uniforms and the National Encampment polo shirt regardless of what may be embroi-
dered on the polo shirt.  

General Order #20, 13 August 2022—  

Meritorious Service Award with Gold Star Awarded to Roderick Fraser 

The Commander in Chief and Council of Administration, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, take great pleasure in 
presenting the Meritorious Service Award with Gold Star to Brother Roderick Fraser, of the Department of Massachu-
setts.  

For Meritorious Achievement in the superior performance in the accomplishment of the Ideals and Principles of the 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War during the period of 9 September 2016 until 18 May 2022, Brother Roderick 
Fraser of the Department of Massachusetts.  

 

 

 



26 

 

Since becoming a member of the SUVCW in September of 2016, Brother Fraser, a retired Naval Surface Warfare Officer, 
Commander of the USS Underwood during Operation Iraqi Freedom, and former City of Boston Fire Commissioner 
from 2006 to 2014, has dedicated himself to this organization, and has gone above and beyond his duty as a member to 
strengthen and improve the Order.  

In his first year as a member, Brother Fraser revived the Department of Massachusetts newsletter, The Clarion Call, 
which he continues to edit and publish. He also maintains the Department electronic mailing list and conducts mass 
mailing for the Department facilitating communication within the Department.  

Brother Fraser initiated and coordinated the Department’s sponsorship of the Massachusetts History Bowl State Cham-
pionship for high school students, advancing recruiting and branding for the Order.  

He was a member of the Encampment Host Committee for the 2018 National Encampment in Framingham, Massachu-
setts, where, as some may remember, he provided the gigantic federal flag used as background at the head table. This 
added greatly to the patriotic atmosphere at the 2018 National Encampment. This flag was a gift from his men upon his 
retirement from military service.  

Brother Fraser initiated and continues to coordinate and raise funds for a major ongoing project to restore the General 
Charles Russell Lowell GAR Post No. 7 burial plot at Mount Hope Cemetery in Boston. The project includes the straight-
ening and cleaning of federal headstones, repairing vandalism on the plot’s granite curbing and decorations, restoring 
two artillery pieces and their bases, which are on static display. This project has given Brother Fraser, his Camp and the 
SUVCW great recognition among Boston city officials, local Veterans groups and the local community.  

Brother Fraser has referred 10 Brothers for Membership in the SUVCW, in both Massachusetts and Rhode Island, where 
he is a dual Member. He continues recruiting efforts among members of military and hereditary groups to which he be-
longs, such as the Sons of the American Revolution and Massachusetts Military Society.  

Brother Rod is a graduate of the SUVCW’s Memorial University and has authored a Camp Secretary’s Handbook for the 
National Organization, which is under review by the National Secretary. In this way, he uses his education and commu-
nication skills to lead and teach others within the Order.  

He is the cofounder and current Camp Commander of the Col. Robert Gould Shaw Camp No. 54 in Boston, Massachu-
setts, and was also the author of the Camp’s initial By-laws. His organizational and communication skills are of great 
benefit to expanding the membership and conducting of the business of SUVCW. 

Brother Rod found that the first African American Union Army Nurse was buried in Boston without any notation of her 
name and accomplishments. He conceived of, planned for, raised funding (through grant requests and lobbying for 
matching funds), procured and coordinated the erection and engraving of a monument for Susie Baker King Taylor, the 
Union Army’s first African American Nurse, and had her name engraved on the headstone of the grave she shares with 
her husband. This work furthers the mission of the SUVCW, to honor all veterans and especially those who served from 
1861 to 1865.  

Brother Rod currently serves as the Department of Massachusetts Department Senior Vice Commander and is appointed 
to the National Promotions and Marketing Committee, where, among his other achievements, he initiated and maintains 
the SUVCW’s YouTube Channel. Brother Fraser is a member of the 1st Military District, Sons of Veterans Reserve, and 
serves as the District’s Public Information Officer. His leadership and technical skills are a great asset to the Order and 
promotes the order on the internet.  

This past year, Brother Fraser organized a dedication ceremony for the Susie Baker King Taylor monument, which in-
cluded speeches by Commander-in-Chief Michael Paquette, Boston Mayor Kim Janey and Historian Rebecca Byrd. For 
the public, the ceremony is as important as the monument, as public recognition of those who served, regardless of race 
or sex, and inspires the current generation to do the same. And, with a good deal of media coverage, both on television 
and in print, it reinforces the SUVCW name and brand in the public’s mind.  
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Brother Fraser is currently conducting video interviews with SUVCW members for the Order’s, “What Makes Us Broth-
ers” video series on the SUVCW’s YouTube channel. He is using his technical skill to promote Fraternity and inspire oth-
ers to join our order.  

Brother Fraser is coordinating 1st Military District SVR participation in the rededication of the Robert Gould Shaw 54th 
Massachusetts Monument in Boston, Massachusetts on June 1, which will include 54th Massachusetts Infantry reenac-
tors, the Boston Children’s Choir, and noted VIPs and speakers, such as US Vice President Harris and US Secretary of 
Defense Lloyd J. Austin III. This will be an historic event, and Brother Fraser is determined to include the SUVCW in the 
public celebration.  

The actions, ability, initiative, and dedication of Brother Roderick Fraser reflect great credit upon himself, his Depart-
ment, and the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  

General Order #21, 13 August 2022— 

Meritorious Service Award with Gold Star Awarded to David Wildermuth 

The Commander in Chief and Council of Administration, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, take great pleasure in 
presenting the Meritorious Service Award with Gold Star to Brother David Wildermuth, of the Department of Illinois. 

For Meritorious Achievement in the superior performance in the accomplishment of the Ideals and Principles of the 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War during the period of May 2021 until May 2022, Brother David Wildermuth of 
the Department of Illinois, has for the past year worked tirelessly and made many trips from his home in Fairview, Illi-
nois near St. Louis to work on the Dr. Benjamin Stephenson gravesite improvement project at Petersburg, Illinois. He 
has worked with the committee to fulfill the backlog of memorial brick orders that were left during the transition from 
the City of Petersburg administration to Department of Illinois control. This period was during the last illness of commit-
tee chair PDC Terry Dyer and the onset of the COVD pandemic. PDC Dyer’s wish was for the project to continue and be 
successful as he knew he wouldn’t live to see it completed. Many bricks were left to be engraved and installed and Broth-
er Daivd drove up to Rose Hill Cemetery in Petersburg to install them himself.  

Brother David was also on the Department Encampment Site Selection Committee and made countless calls and several 
trips in the last couple of years to procure suitable locations for the Department to hold its annual and midterm encamp-
ments.  

Brother David, as Commander of Col Hecker Camp #443 has been a tireless promoter of the SUVCW and has set up 
many displays to promote knowledge of Civil War history and local figures who played a part. He has also worked on sev-
eral monument restorations for his camp, most recently to recover a small, damaged GAR marker in the back corner of a 
local cemetery in Fairview Heights and move it to a place of prominence at the city’s government complex. 

The actions, ability, initiative, and dedication of Brother David Wildermuth reflect great credit upon himself, his Depart-
ment, and the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 

General Order #22, 13 August 2022— 

Annual Awards 

By the authority vested in me as Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, the National Char-
ter, Constitution and Regulations, and National Policies, it is hereby ordered that the following awards be made at the 
141st National Encampment in Grand Rapids, Michigan:  

1. Meritorious Service Award with Gold Star: Brother Roderick Fraser, Department of Massachusetts, and Brother Da-
vid Wildermuth, Department of Illinois. See General Orders 19 and 20 respectively for the detailed description of the 
awards. Both Brother Fraser and Brother Wildermuth reflect great credit upon themselves, their Departments, and 
the SUVCW.  
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2. Meritorious Service Award: Fred Mossbrucker, Department of New Jersey; Steve Bauermeister, Department of Ne-
braska; Fred Campbell, Department of Wisconsin; David Demmy Jr., Department of Pennsylvania.  

3. Cornelius F. Whitehouse (Brother of the Year): James T. Crane, PDC, Department of Ohio  

4. John C. Clem (Best Junior member): William Blair Reither, Department of Georgia and South Carolina  

5. Elmer (Bud) Atkinson Lifetime Achievement Award: Jerome Orton, PDC, Department of New York and Nicholas 
Kaup, PDC, Department of Illinois.  

6. Founder’s Award: Ethel B. French, Watertown, New York  

7. Chaplain William Corby Award: Dean H. Shearer, Department of the Columbia; Craig G. Pete Department of the Co-
lumbia; Carlos A. Pasillas, PCC, Department of the Columbia.  

8. David R. Medert Award (Most new members recruited in the past year): Bobby Welch, Department of Illinois  

9. National Aide Award (Recruit five or more new members in the past year): Bobby Welch, Department of Illinois; Clark 
McCullough, Department of New Jersey; Loran Bures, PDC, Department of the Columbia; Steven Gibbons, Dept of 
Maine; Brian McManus, PDC, Department of Wisconsin; Benjamin Frail, PDC, Department of Rhode Island; Gary Carl-
berg, Department of Wisconsin  

10. Certificate of Recognition: Department of Wisconsin for placing the Last Union Veteran markers in every county 
within the state of Wisconsin.  

11. Abraham Lincoln Commander in Chief Award (Best camp): C. K. Piers Badger Camp #1, Department of Wisconsin  

12. Joseph S. Rippey Award (Best new camp chartered in the past year): Major General Judson Kilpatrick Camp No. 7, 
Department t of North Carolina  

13. Augustus P. Davis – Conrad Linder Award (Department with greatest number of new members): Department of 
Pennsylvania  

14. U.S. Grant Cup (Department with greatest percentage increase): Department of Maine  

15. Under Forty Award: Department of New York  

16. Marshall Hope Award (Best newsletter): Camp: Lt. Commander Edward Lea U.S.N. Camp No. 2, Department of Tex-
as and Louisiana Department: Department of Missouri  

17. Horace Greeley Award (Best website): Camp: Orlando A. Somers Camp No. 1, Department of Indiana Department: 
Department of the Columbia.  

18: Certificate of Recognition (Best social media) Camp: Admiral David G. Farragut Camp #5, Dept of Alabama Depart-
ment: Department of Kentucky  

General Order #23, 13 August 2022— 

Scholarship Awards for 2022 

The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Scholarship Committee selected the following Brothers as recipients of SU-
VCW scholarships for 2022. Each will receive a $2,500 SUVCW Scholarship.  

Mason Flatt, Governor Isaac Stevens Camp #1, Department of the Columbia  

William H. Freeman, General William H. Lytle Camp #10, Department of Ohio  

Joshua P. Lance, Joel Searfoss Camp #273, Department of Pennsylvania  

Congratulations Brothers – the Order wishes you much success in college!  
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General Order #24, 13 August 2022— 

Mary Walker Award Presented to Sister Fran Hanchett, ASUVCW 

The Commander in Chief, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, takes great pleasure in presenting the Dr. Mary Ed-
wards Walker Award to Sister Fran Hanchett, Department of New England, Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War.  

Sister Hanchett discovered there were 100 Civil War veterans in New Hampshire cemeteries with no military infor-
mation on their gravestones. After being informed that the federal government would not provide metal markers for 
these veterans, in 2013 Sister Hanchett initiated the Adopt a Civil War Veteran project in Lebanon, New Hampshire to 
raise the funds needed to the procure markers. She reached out to local communities and offered the opportunity to 
adopt specific graves. The SUVCW and ASUVCW also solicited donations towards this project by offering hot dogs, cider, 
and cookie bars at the rest area on I-91 at White River Junction allowing them to procure an additional 3 – 4 markers 
per year. As of 2018 only 25 gravesites remained to be marked. 

Michael Shklar, PDC of the Department of New Hampshire stated the following: “Fran has been an inspiration to the 
SUVCW. She has worked tirelessly… Fran has done an amazing amount of work and is an inspiration to the organization. 
She has really given us the kind of public visibility we need to be able to increase our membership, increase our level of 
activity and form a bond in the community and surrounding areas. Thank you, Fran.”  

This award was presented to the National President of the ASUVCW, Allison Pollitt, on behalf of Sister Fran Hanchett 
during the National Encampment in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  

Was your ancestor an officer  

for the Union during the Civil War? 

              

                              MOLLUS Missouri Commandery 

   Sumner Hunnewell, Commander 

   Daniel Jackson, Senior Vice-Commander 

   Randal A. Burd, Jr., Junior Vice-Commander 

   Dale Crandell, Treasurer 

   Gary Scheel, Recorder 
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General Order #1, 19 August 2022— 

Administration 

1. Having been duly elected and installed as Commander-in-Chief by the delegates assembled at the 141 st 
National Encampment of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, I am honored by the trust and confi-
dence you have placed in me. I will do my best not to let my Brothers down, as stated after my Installation I 
will work for you to improve and stabilize while maintaining the principles of our Order. 

2. I would like to thank Past Commander-in-Chief Michael A. Paquette for his leadership and direction during 
the past year.  

3. On behalf of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, I extend our congratulations to the National Pres-
idents of the Allied Orders:  

 a. Jessica Harrocks, Woman’s Relief Corps 

 b. Beth Null, Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic 

 c. Lynne Gallaudet Dolan, Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 1861-1865 

 d. Allison Pollitt, Auxiliary to Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

        I truly am looking forward to our organizations working together and strengthening our relationships         
 during the coming year. 

4. The Commander-in-Chief’s headquarters is hereby transferred to 19 Briar Point Avenue, Coventry, Rhode 
Island, 02816-5601, cinc@suvcw.org. 

5. Correspondence for the Commander-in-Chief will go through the proper chain of command, as a Camp up 
organization we must start at the Camp level, if your Camp Commander is unable to solve the issue and wishes 
to move the issue forward, he will forward it to your Department Commander with his written endorsement.  

If your Department Commander is also unable to solve the issue and wishes, he may endorse (endorsement in 
writing) and forward to the National Secretary, at preferred method secretary@suvcw.org or return by the De-
partment Commander to the Camp Commander with no action, a reason must be attached for the return. 

If received and no endorsements are present it will be return without action. If the issue that needs attention is 
about the Camp Commander, it must be endorsed by three (3) elected Camp Officers to be forwarded to the 
Department Commander. 

Department Officers must also use the Chain of Command going through their Department Commander to the 
National Secretary. If the issue that needs attention is about the Department Commander, it must be endorsed 
by three (3) elected Department Officers to be forwarded to the National Chief of Staff. 

Department Commanders, National elected and appointed officers may directly contact the Commander-in-
Chief concerning urgent Department matters, National issues or issues that pertain to their job description at 
CinC@suvcw.org. Text is preferred or telephone communications are for urgent matters at 4014642119. Please, 
no routine calls after 9 PM Eastern Time. 

5. The National Headquarters is located at 1 Lincoln Circle at Reservoir Park Suite 240, Harrisburg, PA 17103-
2411; the phone number is 717-232-7000. 

6. Financial correspondence for the Order shall be sent to National Treasurer, D. Michael Beard, PDC at 8510 
Flip Flop Court, Panama City, Florida, 32413. His email address is treasurer@suvcw.org and phone number is 
540-604-6950. 
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7. All other correspondence for the Order shall be sent to National Secretary, Daniel Murray, PDC at 40 Lake 
Road, Brentwood, New Hampshire, 03833 or secretary@suvcw.org.  

8. The Commander-in-Chief’s travel schedule and requests for reports will be coordinated by the National Chief 
of Staff, Benjamin J. Frail, PDC who can be reached at chiefofstaff@suvcw.org.  

9. All National Officers and Committee Chairman shall file reports of their activities for the coming year, with 
one to support the November Council of Administration meeting, a second to support the Spring Council of 
Administration meeting, and a final for the 142 nd National Encampment in 2023. 

10. All Department Commanders shall file a report of activities occurring within their Departments upon the 
same schedule as the National Officers and Committees. 

11. National Chaplain, Jerome Kowalski, PCC, can be reached by email at paptom@msn.com and phone at 773-
631- 1610. He should be contacted to report a deceased Brother’s full name, date of passing, Camp and Depart-
ment name, and his Union ancestor’s name, rank, and regiment. Brother Kowalski will send a sympathy card, 
on behalf of the SUVCW, to the family if a name and address is provided. 

Please see the new National Officers and National Committee Contact List which is scheduled to be posted 
online on 19 September 2022. 

General Order #2, 8 September 2022— 

Dues Increase 

1. At our 141st National Encampment in Grand Rapids, Michigan, it was voted on 13 August 2022 to raise our 
Per Capita Dues from $23.00 per year to $33.00 per year. 

2. Many of our Brothers have asked when this increase goes into effect. This is cover by Regulations, Chapter 
III—National Organization, Article IX — Finances, Section 1: “The National Encampment shall assess a per 
capita dues on each Brother reported in good standing at the end of each calendar year. Such dues shall be 
payable in one annual payment and forwarded by the Department Treasurer to the Executive Director, on 
or before serving in the Armed Forces in an active combat zone as defined by the United States Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS).” 

3. The wording of “good standing at the end of each calendar year” is the key and is not something that we 
could assess retroactively, thus it has to be moving forward. Therefore, the $33.00 fee is for 2023 and fu-
ture years (until the National Encampment assesses a different amount). 

4. Thus, the increase will go into effect on 1 January 2023. Any new Brothers between now and then will be 
under the $23.00 per year at its subdivided rate. 

General Order #3, 11 September 2022— 

Passing of Queen Elizabeth II 

To our Brothers of Ensign John Davis Camp X and all that are affected by the passing of Queen Elizabeth II, 

While the whole world now knows of the passing of your Beloved Monarch, Queen Elizabeth II, born Elizabeth 
Alexandra Mary Winsor on 21 April 1926 in London, England. We understand that during her reign of 70 years 
and 214 days she has touched millions across the United Kingdom and millions more around the world. 

Very few of us know of a world that didn't include Queen Elizabeth II. Now, like you, we all will find a way to 
carry on. While the British Empire has lost their Mother, the world has lost its Grandmother. I believe that she 
was loved by all. We all mourn her death of 8 September 2022 but know the United Kingdom will grow strong-
er.  
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Please know that your Brothers in the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and I, share in your grief. Also 
know that we have you, your Kingdom and your new monarch in our thoughts and hearts.  

Brothers of the United Kingdom, please feel free to drape your badges and Camp Charter for a duration which 
you choose not to exceed 30 days.  

Welcome King Charles III, God Save the King.  

General Order #4, 21 September 2022— 

Vicksburg National Cemetery-Burial Recovery and Stabilization Project 

As Brothers of the Council of Administration and the executive staff should be aware we are about to enter into 
an agreement to participate with the Vicksburg National Cemetery on their Burial Recovery and Stabilization 
Project. As was determined in conversations with the previous administration our National Graves Registration 
Officer Brother Henry Duquette, PDC will be the official liaison between the SUVCW and the Vicksburg Nation-
al Cemetery. 

As Brother Duquette lives in North Carolina, any boots on the groundwork will be handled by the Department 
of Tennessee (with Mississippi) led by Brother George Huttick, PDC at Brother Duquette’s instruction. 

To have complete transparency, the C of A will be kept in the loop on all plans and documentation relating to 
this project. At no time will anyone other than the Commander in Chief, Brother Henry Duquette, or Brother 
George Huttick contact any member or partner of the Vicksburg National Cemetery Burial Recovery and Stabi-
lization Project representing the SUVCW on any matter related to this project. 

We have been invited to take part in this project; we do not control this project. The Council of Administration 
members are welcome to share information about this project but sharing of information is limited to members 
of the SUVCW and not to the public. Any news or public information releases must be approved, in advance, in 
writing, by the office of the Commander-in-Chief or one of his representatives. The Council of Administration 
members may pass their thoughts along to the Commander-in-Chief or Brother Duquette, but as this is not an 
SUVCW project, they are not required to act on that information.  

General Order #5, 21 September 2022— 

Restoration of Lineage Documentation 

An issue that related to lineage documentation came to the attention of this office on the 21st of September 
2022. Due to that inquiry, I requested an opinion from the National Counselor Brother Edward Norris, PCinC, 
regarding the validity of the proof of lineage requirement which appeared as a footnote in the Charter, Consti-
tution, and Regulations document. After review, the addition of the footnote in the Charter, Constitution, and 
Regulations was an overlooked error. The footnote has been removed as not being valid. 

Brother Norris’s opinion goes further to state that “it is the opinion of the National Counselor that the Com-
mander-in-Chief, using the authority granted him by the Charter, Constitution, and Regulations, has the power 
to restore the requirement of proof of lineage documentation, which was accepted by and clearly was the intent 
of the 132nd National Encampment and subsequent National Encampments. Additionally, it is the opinion of 
the National Counselor that the Commander-in-Chief directs the Program and Policy Committee to prepare the 
needed changes to the Charter, Constitution, and Regulations and submit them to the Constitution and Regula-
tions Committee for consideration at the next National Encampment for formal approval. The Program and 
Policy Committee should also prepare a contingent Form 3 — Membership Application with the appropriate 
proof of lineage instructions.” 
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As stated above, I order as of this date forward, that all applications (Form 3) must include proper lineage doc-

umentation sufficient to prove lineage for each generation of the application form. 

1. Documents can be photocopies or official replacements of originals and do not need to be certified copies. 

2. Documents can be census records, marriage records, birth records, death records, family bibles that are 

more than 75 years old (digital images of family bibles are acceptable), wills and testaments and other legal 

documents generated by local, state, or federal authority and again do not need to be certified copies. 

3. Digital images of original records are allowed. 

4. Transcripts (handwritten or typed copies) of documents will not be allowed. 

5. Every application MUST include an officially issued state or government Birth Certificate of the applicant. 

6. Every application MUST include a photocopy or digital image of an officially issued state or government 

photo identification card (i.e. Driver’s License, State issued photo ID, Military Photo ID, Passport, etc.) 

As there are three (3) copies of the membership application needed for consideration, there needs to be three 

(3) sets of documentation included, one (1) set to be attached to each application. 

Brothers within the Order and applicants who have already submitted their paperwork and it has been accepted 

by a Camp as of the date of this General Order will be exempt from this General Order. 

This General Order applies to New Membership Applications, Dual Membership Applications, and Supple-

mental Ancestor Applications. 

The Opinion of the National Counselor in its entirety can be found online posted on the SUVCW National Web-

site. 

General Order #6, 24 September 2022— 

C-in-C Appointed National Committee on Public Information 

To manage the composition and distribution of official information that comes from the National Organization 
of the Sons of Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW), I am creating a Public Information Office within the Nation-
al structure. This office will be the C-in-C Appointed National Committee on Public Information, but will have 
the working title “The Public Information Office” and will have the following Brothers assigned to the commit-
tee: 

Member-Don Darby, PCinC, Ohio 

Member-Leo Kennedy, PCinC, Rhode Island 

Member-Jim Pahl, PCinC, Michigan 

Member-W. Faron Taylor, PDC, Chesapeake 

Member-John Conrad, PDC, Southwest  

Aide-Edward Gibson, PCC, North Carolina  

Aide-Daniel Trafford, Rhode Island  

 



34 

 

Brother Don Darby will be the acting Chairman of the Committee to set up the first meeting, the Chief of Staff 
will contact Brother Darby with the Zoom login information and assist him in setting up the meeting if neces-
sary. The first act of this committee will be to vote on a chairman. 

Job Description: The function of The Public Information Office will be to create news, press and social media 
releases. All public information releases from the office must be approved by the Commander-in-Chief prior to 
being released. They are authorized to work with other Brothers of the SUVCW to create a high-quality infor-
mational product. They will also put together a series of biographies of Past Commanders-in-Chiefs, Real Sons, 
and Real Daughters, elected or appointed members of the Executive, Legislative and Judicial branches of the 
US States Government (???) for immediate release as needed. These biographies should have a connection to 
the American Civil War if available. I.E., if it is known, an ancestor that served or work that they assisted in 
promoting our mission. 

The Public Information Office answers only to the Commander-in-Chief.  

Francis J. Wilhelmi Camp #17 – Washington, MO 

Brothers from the Major Francis Wilhelmi Camp dedicated the headstone of Pri-
vate Charles Frederick Facius of the 2nd and 15th Missouri Infantry at St. John’s 
E and R church in Beaufort, MO. Private Facius was also a Musician who played 
the bugle. He was the last surviving soldier of Franklin County, MO. Brothers 
from Fletcher, Grant and St. James participated.  
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 Thomas Fletcher Camp #47 – De Soto, MO 

Meets 6:30pm, at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1620 Boyd Street, unless otherwise noted   
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U.S. Grant Camp #68 – St. Louis, MO 

Meets 2nd Tuesday of each month, 7pm, at Frailey’s Grill and Pub, I-55 & Butler Rd   

German Consul General Wolfgang 

Moessinger, who is stationed in Chi-

cago, came to St. Louis on Sunday, 

17 Sep 2022 and visited with PDC 

Walt Busch of US Grant Camp 68, 

and James Martin Past President of 

the German American Heritage Soci-

ety, to discuss the needed repairs to 

the Colonel Fredrick Hecker Monu-

ment in Benton Park.  Hecker was 

one of the top leaders of the Baden, 

Germany, 1848 Revolution and orga-

nized and led two regiments in our 

Civil War.   The monument is miss-

ing two bas-relief images and also 

needs some stabilization work.  The two St. Louis 

groups are working on this plus an informational 

markers.  One will be placed near the monument and 

the other near Hecker’s grave in Summerfield, IL.  

The Illinois end of the project is being spearheaded by 

David Wildermuth of the Hecker Camp #17, who has 

already been able to get another marker in the town of 
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Summerfield informing people of the Hecker grave and his importance. Funding from both the 

German community and Civil War groups to fund the repairs to the monument and the markers. 

Photo 1: L-R Consul Moessinger, a member of his party, James Martin and Walt Busch 

Photo 2: Marker that Belleville’s Hecker Camp was able to get placed in Summerfield, IL. 

Gateway Grizzlies Game 

The Grant Camp was invited for a night out at a 

Grizzlies Baseball Game.  The Grizzlies are in the 

Frontier Baseball League.  Several members took 

part in this nigh, including PDC John Avery and 

his wife, Peggy.   

Captain William Barr Ceremony 

Bellefontaine is possibly the most interesting 

cemetery in Missouri with many famous people 

buried in it.  Some have supersized tombs while 

others like Fritz Guerin, a medal of honor recip-

ient, have simpler graves.  Captain William 

Barr had nothing to mark his. On 10 Sepember, 

US Grant Camp with an assist by Duncan Noack of Fletcher Camp and PDC Glen Alsop of Wil-

helmi Camp held a ceremony at his new tombstone.   

Doc Crabtree of the North Carolina Camp – MG Thomas H Ruger Camp 1 and his wife were in-
strumental in placing this monument.  Pictured is Doc Crabtree and Camp Commander Bob Au-

buchon has his back to the camera. 
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Grant Camp holds Annual Grant Remembrance Day on July 23 assisted by several camps.  

Since the U.S. Grant Symposium was being held this weekend, we were able to get Frank Scaturro, 

author and leader of the efforts to restore Grant’s Tomb, as a speaker at the event.   

UPCOMING EVENT HONORING THE US COLORED 

TROOPS 

October 21,2022. 11 am at Jefferson Barracks National Ceme-

tery. We hold our ceremonies honoring the 56th USCT.  This 

unit had many of them die of disease as they were being mus-

tered out and are in a mass grave at Jefferson Barracks.   We are 

looking for SVR members to do Honor Guard and firing salute 

as well as any musicians who might be willing to play a period 

piece.  Historian Dorris Keevan-Franke will be the main pre-

senter with a brief speech on Benjamin Oglesby – Private Co D, 

56th USCT, for whom a St. Charles County park was recently 

named.  

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me: Bob Au-

Buchon, Ulysses S Grant Camp Commander, at 314-435-0904.   

We hope to see you there and please join a few of us afterwards 

for some refreshments at a local eatery. 
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Lt. Col. J. Felix St. James Camp #326 

Ste. Genevieve, MO 

We slowed down a lot this summer because of the heat.  Our major activity this summer was what we call the “Bank 

Raid.” 

It historically happened on 15 August 1861, when Major John McDonald and 250 members of the 8th Missouri Infantry 

Regiment, guided by Lt. Col. J. Felix St. James, marched into Ste. Genevieve and took over $58,000.00 from the Mer-

chant’s Bank.  They were ordered by General John C. Fremont to get the money and deliver it to him in St. Louis.  This 

they did.  General Fremont then gave the money to the Merchant Bank in St. Louis.  Merchant’s Bank in Ste. Genevieve 

was a branch bank of the Merchant Bank in St. Louis.  The bank in St. Louis was worried about the Southern sympathies 

of some of the bank personnel in Ste. Genevieve especially the bank president, Firmin Rozier. 

Our Bank Raid took place on Saturday, August 27th.  We were blessed with having members of the Francis Wilhelmi 
Camp #17, Thomas Fletcher Camp #47, U.S. Grant Camp #68, Louisa Volker Auxiliary 215 - A.S.U.V.C.W. and members 
of the Engineer Company of the Turner Brigade.  We were also blessed with music presented by the Becky Millinger and 
Marsha Schaeffer of the Presbyterian String Band.   
 

Tom Greminger, Camp #326, with his display talking to a couple of the many 

people who wondered into our Camp set up at the Felix Valle State Historic Site 

in Ste. Genevieve.  Tom has a list of over 1,000 men who served in the Civil 

War from Ste. Genevieve County.  He also had a display of weapons that he 

talked over with the guests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was a display of a camp scene with three different types of tentage that was used during the Civil War.  A lean to is 

near the shrub and hard to see in this photo. 

 

 

Detail sent to retrieve money from the Mer-

chant Bank.  Bill Naeger standing to the left 

of the pole, portraying Firmin Rozier the 

Bank President.   

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Louisa-Volker-Auxiliary-215-ASUVCW-228510984076/
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Major John McDonald, aka Marty Aubuchon, reading 

the Proclamation that was issued by Major McDonald in 

1861 and describing to those assembled what would hap-

pen to the Southern sympathizers if he had to come back 

to Ste. Genevieve. 

 

The weather was really hot and you can tell that much of 

the crowd and the detail were in the shade as much as 

possible. 

Later this citizen had her goat cart apprehended to haul the 

money to the riverboat on the Mississippi River which de-

livered the money to General Fremont. 

 

 

 

 

Marsha Schaeffer is on the left and Becky Mill-

inger is on the right. 

Our musicians. 

All photos are courtesy of Robert Mueller. 

 

 

 

On July 25th Gary Scheel gave a presentation at the Chester Library in Chester, Illinois on the history of the sinking 

and burning of the US Transport Steamer General Lyon on March 31, 1865 with the loss of 550 to 600 

persons with only 28 known survivors. There were 12 Officers and 193 men of the 56th Illinois Infantry 

Regiment who were on their way home after their three-year enlistment was up. Of the 205 men of the 

56th Illinois Infantry Regiment only 5 men survived. 

A plaque for these men and a brick with each of their names, Company and County they were from.  
The plaque and brick are located at the General John A. Logan Museum in Murphysboro, IL. 



43 

 

Private Hiram Berry Grave Marker Reset 

On May 30th members of the 

Camp went to place flags on 

two of the graves in 

Crestlawn Cemetery in Ste. 

Genevieve.  When they got to 

Private Hiram Berry’s grave 

marker it was laying on the 

ground as you can tell from 

bare spot in the photo.  They 

were able to place it back in 

its original spot and prop it 

up with the hopes that it 

would remain there until a 

proper job could be done to 

reset it back in the ground. 

 

On August 19th members of the St. James Camp reset the tombstone of 

Private Hiram Berry, 21st Missouri Infantry Regiment. 

Paul Kist began the process of cleaning the grave marker.  We used just 

water and the soft brush because it was pretty clean without a lot of mil-

dew build up on it. While he was doing that we had two brothers digging 

the dirt out of the original hole in order to reset the grave marker. We did 

have to go deeper. 

 

After three bags of 80-

pound premix, Ed 

Millinger, Mike Schaaf 

and Reuel Smith were 

putting the final 

touches to the re-

set. 

 

 

<< Our members who participated from left to right:  Ed Millinger, 

Gary Scheel, Paul Kist and Commander Mike Schaaf.  Photo was taken 

by Reuel Smith. 

Private Hiram Smith was a member of the J. Felix St. James G.A.R. 

Post #326 in Ste. Genevieve.  He was drafted on 22 September 1864 at 

the age of 30 years.  He served with Company C, 21st Missouri Infantry 

Regiment.  He was discharged at Mobile, Alabama on 27 September 

1865 because of expiration of term of service.   

He also had service in Company D, 78th Enrolled Missouri Militia Reg-

iment.  He was enrolled 30 April 1864, Ordered i6nto service 16 Octo-

ber 1864 and relieved from duty 25 November 1864.  Number of days 

in actual service 41. 

He died 6 February 1892. 



  

 

McPherson Camp #1— Springdale, AR  

Murphy Camp #2 — Little Rock, AR  

Tarkington Camp #3 — Van Buren, AR  

Lillie Camp #6 – Jefferson City, MO 

Wilhelmi Camp #17 — Washington, MO 

Fletcher Camp #47 — De Soto, MO 

McNeil Camp #62 – Unionville, MO 

Westport Camp #64 — Kansas City, MO 

Phelps Camp #66 — Springfield, MO 

Grant Camp #68 — St. Louis, MO 

Spradling Camp #72 — Fort Smith, AR 

St. James Camp #326 — Ste. Genevieve, MO 

Tiger Camp #432 — Columbia, MO  

Is there a Sons of Union Veterans Camp in 

your neck of the woods? Find out more 

about us at http://suvcwmo.org 

Note that while some camps may not have reported         

exclusive activities this time, members of camps across   

the Department participate in each other’s events.  
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Get 50% off the listed price of remaining 

2021 National Encampment Merchandise!* 
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* certain restrictions may apply. Some items may be out of stock. Contact wbusch@suvcwmo.org with questions. 
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DEPARTMENT OF 
MISSOURI 

SONS OF UNION 
VETERANS 

OF THE CIVIL WAR 

 
Membership in the Sons of Union Veter-

ans of the Civil War (SUVCW) is open to 

all male descendants, whether through 

lineal or collateral line, and not less than 

14 years of age who: (1) are a blood rela-

tive of a soldier, sailor, marine or member 

of the Revenue Cutter Service, who was 

regularly mustered and served honorably 

in, was honorably discharged from or 

died in the service of the Army, Navy, 

Marine Corps or Revenue Cutter Service 

of the United States of America or in such 

state regiments called to active service 

and was subject to orders of United States 

general officers between April 12, 1861 

and April 9, 1865; (2) have never been 

convicted of any infamous or heinous 

crime and (3) have, or whose ancestor 

through whom membership is claimed, 

has never voluntarily borne arms against 

the government of the United States.  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES IN THE DEPARTMENT 

• 56th US Colored Troops Remembrance -  Sep 30 - Site to be deter
 mined either Missouri Civil War Museum or at their Monument 
 - Jefferson Barracks 

• Central Region - Allied Orders Association - Sep 30 & Oct 1 - Grand 
 Rapids MI 

• Department Meeting - Saturday, Oct 29 @ Missouri River Regional 
 Library, Art Gallery Room, 214 Adams St. Jefferson City, MO 

• Memorial Remembrance - Nov 19 - Gettysburg, PA 

• Department Meeting - Saturday, March 11, 2023 @ Jefferson City, 
 MO 

• Department Encampment - June 2-3, 2023 @ TBD, Missouri 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer from pg. 24: What is Fort McHenry 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Department of Missouri 
Sons of Union Veterans 

of the Civil War 
Randal A. Burd, Jr., PDC 
Editor, Missouri Unionist 

716 N. Shepherd St. 
Ironton, MO 63650 

 

E-mail: unionist@suvcwmo.org 


