
(Fenton, Missouri) —  The Department of Missouri, Sons of 

Union Veterans of the Civil War, was reorganized in 1996, 

and the man elected to lead this reorganized department 

was Robert M. Petrovic. An associate member of the Order 

from his initiation into General William T. Sherman / Billy 

Yank Camp No. 65 in the 1980s until finding a direct        

ancestor and attaining full membership in 2012, Bob was an 

active brother in the organization for his entire tenure,   

serving at the camp, department, and national levels of the 

organization with determination and tenacity.  

Bob’s continuous service spanned decades; he volunteered 

his time generously and showed up and made a difference 

through times of harmony and adversity. Bob was             

instrumental in organizing National Encampments in     

Missouri in 2001, 2007, and 2021. He was chairman of the 

SUVCW Charitable Foundation, Colonel (Chief of Staff) of 

the Sons of Veterans Reserve, and Chairman of the Lincoln 

Remembrance Day ceremonies.  

Bob received two Meritorious Service Awards with Gold 

Stars along with multiple Department awards. He took on 

big tasks and consistently produced results that reflected 

positively on himself and every organization and individual 

associated with the project. His dedication to this              

organization leaves an example to be remembered and    

followed.  

His commitment extended beyond the Sons of Union       

Veterans of the Civil War. A retired Captain of the Affton, 

Missouri, fire department, Bob was a Past Commander of 

the Central Region Association of the Allied Orders (CRA) 

and President of Logan’s Brigade, the male auxiliary to the 

Women’s Relief Corps. 

Robert M. Petrovic, PDC, died on Thanksgiving Day at the 

age of 84. Additional information about his life and service 

can be found throughout this issue. 
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Robert M. Petrovic of Cedar Hill, Missouri, was born July 12, 1940 in St. Louis, Missouri to Marcel 

“Motz” and Mildred (nee Trapp) Petrovic and entered into rest Thursday, November 28, 2024, in  

Fenton, Missouri at the age of 84 years. 

He is preceded in death by his parents. 

He is survived by his loving wife, Cheryl (nee Kellogg) Petrovic; son, Mark (Christine Arnold)          

Petrovic; daughter-in-law, Leslie Petrovic; grandchildren, Danielle “Dani” Petrovic and Justin        

Petrovic; great-grandchildren, Daniel Petrovic, Raelynn Petrovic, and Charliee Petrovic; sister and 

brother-in-law, Tim and Melanie Obermeyer; along with numerous nieces and other extended family 

and friends. 

Robert was a devoted husband, married to his beloved wife for 45 years, and a dedicated fireman who 

spent 42 years with the Affton Fire Department. He was committed to the community as an active 

member of the Cedar Hill Fire Department Auxiliary. Robert’s service continued through his           

involvement with the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, where he had been a member since 

1985 and served on the Board of Directors for the SUVCW Charitable Foundation. Robert was also a 

proud alum of CBC High School. His legacy of service, dedication, and love for his family and        

community will always be remembered. 

Visitation was held on Tuesday, December 10, 2024 from 11:00 a.m. until the start of the Funeral  

Ceremony at 2:00 p.m. at Chapel Hill Mortuary 6300 Highway 30, Cedar Hill, MO 63016.  

IN MEMORIAM: 

ROBERT M. PETROVIC, PDC 

U.S. GRANT CAMP #68 - ST. LOUIS, MO 

JULY 12, 1940—NOVEMBER 28, 2024 

Web Links Related to the Passing of Robert M. Petrovic, PDC: 

 

Logan’s Brigade—Men’s Associate to the National Women’s Relief Corps : General Order #1 

 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, National Organization: General Order #8 

 

Department of Missouri, SUVCW: Department Order #5  

 

Department of Missouri, SUVCW: Past Department Commander Biography 

 

Chapel Hill Mortuary: Obituary and Tribute Wall 

https://www.suvcwmo.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30960503/general_order_1_-_2024-2025.pdf
https://www.suvcwmo.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30960503/general_order_8_-_passing_of_past_department_of_missouri_commander_robert_m._petrovic.pdf
https://www.suvcwmo.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30960503/suvcw_department_order_5_2024-11-29.pdf
https://www.suvcwmo.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30960503/rm_petrovic_-_dept_commander.pdf
https://www.stlfuneral.com/obituaries/Robert-Petrovic/#!/Obituary
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July 2025 will mark my 15th year as a member of the Sons of Union Veterans of 

the Civil War. I know many of my Brothers have been in this organization for a lot 

longer; Bob Petrovic must have been approaching 40 years or more. While I   

started as a member of Tiger Camp #432, it didn’t take long for me to decide to 

form a camp closer to home (Sigel Camp #614), and then to get involved at the 

department level, due to the welcoming and fraternal nature of this Order.  

I remember the first ritual gathering I attended at the Mexican restaurant         

immediately following a department business meeting in 2012. Brother Bob was 

laughing and joking with the members present; convincing Marty Aubuchon to 

run for department commander; suggesting I run for Department Secretary. I had 

been a member less than two years and was not yet 34-years-old, but I was        

fortunate at that time to be engaged and encouraged by Bob, Walt Busch, and  

others. 

One would think there is little at stake for a person involved in a volunteer        

organization, but some times have been better than others. There have been     

moments of personal victory with a sense of accomplishment and moments of  

discouragement followed by reflection. It is in knowing this about my time here and the tenure of others that 

makes me look upon the lengthy, active service of people like Bob Petrovic with genuine admiration. I’m sure 

there were several moments throughout his years in the Order where he could have taken his toys and gone 

home as the saying goes, yet he managed to rise up from the low points and continue his meaningful service. 

I have found it is worthwhile to continue your meaningful service. I have made lifelong friends too numerous to 

name—from my home state and across the country. I believe researching history and teaching it to others is a 

noble and important endeavor, as well as together remembering our ancestors and their monumental              

accomplishment of preserving the Union.  These positives mean more to me than the occasional personal       

setback, slight, or disagreement. 

There is a growing number of empty chairs among us which were not empty just a short 15 years ago. Are there 

an equal number of eager new faces? Will enough of those new faces come with the tenacity and dependability of 

a Bob Petrovic? Are they being actively recruited and significantly engaged when they get here? Is now the time 

to give this existential crisis of an ever-increasing number of empty chairs and a persistent lack of eager new  

faces the attention it deserves?  

In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 

- The Editor 

FROM THE EDITOR:  

Tad Campbell, PCinC, is our Order’s current National Patriotic Instructor.  

You can find his monthly instructions at: 
https://suvcw.org/national-patriotic-instructor 

https://suvcw.org/national-patriotic-instructor
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In the summer of 1864, the Civil War was in the middle of its bloodiest year. In the east, both Union 
and Confederate forces were experiencing staggering casualties as Gen. Ulysses S. Grant launched the 
Overland Campaign against Gen. Robert E. Lee. In the west, the Confederates were attempting to    
recover from significant strategic defeats during the previous year. Part of their new strategy included 
launching an invasion of Missouri. The primary objectives were to seize the federal arsenal in St. Louis, 
and capture the capital city of Jefferson City, and install a pro-Confederate government. Additional 
objectives included drawing Union forces away from the eastern theater to aid Generals Lee, Hood and 
Johnston, and help contribute to President Abraham Lincoln’s defeat in the 1864 election.  
 
Maj. Gen. Sterling Price and his troops started from Camden, Arkansas, on August 28, 1864. Along the 
way, he picked up more soldiers and had a strong force of some 12,000 troops. After sustaining heavy 
losses at the Battle of Pilot Knob in late September, he discovered that St. Louis and Jefferson City 
were heavily fortified. He abandoned his plans to capture the cities, but his mission to gather            
provisions resulted in a supply train of 500 wagons. The Confederate forces won several early victories, 
including the Battles of Glasgow and Lexington, but the tides changed after being defeated at the Battle 
of Westport by Union forces under Maj. Gen. Samuel Curtis in late October. They then made their way 
to Kansas, where they lost at the Battle of Mine Creek. The remnants of Price’s army made their way 
back into Missouri, but then suffered one final defeat at the Battle of Newtonia before they were forced 
to retreat to Arkansas. 
 

 
 
At the conclusion of Price’s Raid, not a single objective had been met, and it proved to be the last     
significant Southern operation west of the Mississippi River. Its failure bolstered confidence in an   
ultimate Union victory in the war, contributed to President Abraham Lincoln’s re-election, and ended 
Southern hopes of turning the hotly-contested border state of Missouri into a Confederate state. 

UNION VICTORY IN MISSOURI 1864 – A REMEMBRANCE 
The Department of Missouri Programs Committee would like to thank all Camps and members who helped organize and  

participate in the series of events commemorating the 1864 Union Victory in Missouri. Special thanks go to U.S. Grant 

Camp #68, Fletcher Camp #47, and Phelps Camp #66 as these Camps had members present at all four Union Victory in 

Missouri events this Fall. As such, each of these Camps will receive a battle streamer for their Camp flags. 
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 In the Fall of 2024, the Department of Missouri conducted a multi-event, multi-site program commemorating 

the 160th anniversary of the successful Union defense of Missouri in response to Price’s Confederate invasion 

of 1864. The objectives of this program included: (1) providing educational opportunities for our Allied Orders 

brothers and sisters, as well as the general public; (2) develop Department unity with multiple Camps           

organizing events; and (3) honoring the Union soldiers who fought and died during the 1864 invasion to keep 

Missouri in the Union. A key component of each event was the Roll of Honor ceremonies honoring Union    

soldiers killed or mortally wounded at each location. The research for the Roll of Honor compilation was     

conducted by PDC Gary Scheel, a member of St. James Camp #326 in Ste. Genevieve. The list included over 

230 names and was made available to those attending the events during the Fall. 

                

 

Fort Davidson State Historic Site – September 27, 2024 

The first event held to kick-off the Union Victory in Missouri program was held on September 27 at Fort       

Davidson Historic Site to commemorate the Battle of Pilot Knob and organized by U.S. Grant Camp #68 in St. 

Louis and Fletcher Camp #47 in DeSoto. The weather didn’t cooperate, so some improvising was required. 

Battlefield tours were originally planned as part of the program for attendees, but due to the rain, this part of 

the program was moved indoors. Attendees included SUVCW brothers representing four Missouri Camps,      

re-enactors who were planning on participating in the re-enactment scheduled for the following day, visitors to 

the park, and a school group from Marquand-Zion High School.  

PDC’s Walt Busch and Chris Warren did a masterful job utilizing the electric map and other artifacts in the 

visitors center to provide an educational experience for those attending. The Roll of Honor ceremony included 

a reading of the 72 names and tolling of the bell for Union soldiers killed or mortally wounded during at Pilot 

Knob and the subsequent retreat to Leasburg. Also included were wreath presentations, a firing salute         

supported by re-enactors attending the event, and the playing of Taps by Al Trodus, Fletcher Camp #47   

Treasurer. At the conclusion of the event, PCinC Don Palmer presented a certificate of appreciation on behalf 

of the Department of Missouri to park superintendent Bryan Bethel for his support. After the event, SUVCW 

brothers convened at Baylee Jo’s BBQ restaurant in Pilot Knob for a post-event meal. 
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Jefferson City – October 12, 2024 

The second event, held on October 12, was an educational seminar organized by Lillie Camp #6 in Jefferson 
City. The seminar, entitled “Civil War 1864 Campaign in Missouri” was held at the Secretary of State Archives 
in Jefferson City, and supported with an educational grant obtained by the Cole County Historical Society with 
support from the SUVCW. Over 60 attendees were treated to an excellent program with seven speakers that 
covered the entire span of Price’s Raid. Brother Stephen Stark from Lillie Camp #6 served as the master of  
ceremonies. PDC Walt Busch was one of seven invited speakers and provided an interesting presentation     
entitled’ “Opening Movements in 1864 and How the Union Victory at Pilot Knob Saved the Nation.” A      
luncheon was provided at the Secretary of State Archives building.  

After the seminar, the Roll of Honor ceremony was conducted outside of the Governor’s Mansion at an       
overlook of the Missouri River. This  ceremony included a reading of 42 names and a tolling of the bell for   
Union soldiers killed or mortally wounded in the skirmishes around Jefferson City, the Battle of Glasgow and 
the second Battle of Lexington. The ceremony concluded with the playing of Taps. The day concluded with “A 
Reception with President Lincoln” at the Cole County Historical Society Museum. 
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 Kansas City – October 19-20, 2024 

The focus of the third event, held over the weekend of October 19, was on the battles in Independence-Kansas 
City area, specifically the Battles of Little Blue, Big Blue/Byram’s Ford and Westport. These events were           
organized and hosted by Westport Camp #64. The Department of Missouri held the Fall business meeting in 
Kansas City. As a follow-up to the meeting, members of Westport Camp #64 provided an informal tour of Swope 
Park, focusing on the Big Blue Battlefield, including the Byram’s Ford site. Afterwards, SUVCW Brothers         
attending enjoyed dinner at Ponak’s Mexican Restaurant in Kansas City. On October 20, Westport Camp #64 
hosted a luncheon at the Alexander Majors Barn in Kansas City, with noted author Paul Kirkman providing a 
presentation on the Battle of Westport. PCinC Don Palmer presented Paul with a certificate of appreciation for 
his participation in the Union Victory in Missouri program.  

After the luncheon, 
tours were provided 
of the Alexander   
Majors house, and a 
short distance away, 
the John Wornall 
house. The Wornall 
house also served as 
a hospital during the 
Battle of Westport.  

The group then      
proceeded to Loose 
Park for the         
commemoration  
ceremonies. PDC 
Dale Crandell, also a 
member of Westport 
Camp #64, served as 
master of               
ceremonies. DUVCW 
member Shelley  
Janson provided 
both the invocation 
and the benediction 
for the ceremony. 
The Roll of Honor 
ceremony included a 
reading of the 93 
names and tolling of 
the bell for Union 
soldiers killed or 
mortally wounded 
during the Battles of 
Little Blue River,  
Independence, Big 
Blue River/Byram’s 
Ford, and Westport. 
Also included were 
wreath presentations 
and the playing of 
Taps. The event did 
draw attendance 
from  approximately 
15 visitors to Loose 
Park. A number of 
these visitors engaged in discussion following the event. 



Newtonia – October 26, 2024 

The fourth and final event was held on October 26 in Newtonia to commemorate the last battles of Price’s 
Raid. The event was organized by Phelps Camp #66 in Springfield in collaboration with the Newtonia          
Battlefield Protection Association (NBPA). Over 40 attended, including SUVCW Brothers, members of the 
NBPA, several elected officials, and the general public.  

The day started with a luncheon at the Newtonia Community Center provided by the NBPA. Connie Langum, 
retired National Park Service Historian (Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield), provided a presentation on 
Price’s Raid, with a focus on the last engagements,  including the second Battle of Newtonia. State Senator Jill 
Carter and State Representative Ben Baker provided remarks. Also in attendance was State Representative 
Dirk Deaton and his family. PCinC Palmer presented certificates to Connie and the elected officials as a thanks 
for their participation and support of the Union Victory in Missouri program.  

Afterwards, ceremonies were conducted at the Ritchey Mansion, which served as a headquarters and a        
hospital, primarily during the first Battle of Newtonia in 1862. The Roll of Honor ceremony included a reading 
of the 27 names and tolling of the bell for Union soldiers killed or mortally wounded at the Battle of Mine 
Creek and the second Battle of Newtonia. Also included were wreath presentations, a firing salute led by PCC 
Joe Rainey from McPherson Camp #1, and the playing of Taps by Kirk Singleton, Phelps Camp #66            
Commander. The ceremonies were followed by a tour of the Ritchey Mansion provided by members of the 
NBPA.  

The day concluded with a visit to the Civil War cemetery north of Newtonia. The cemetery history goes back 
before the Civil War and contains a large number of Confederate graves. The grave of Lt. Robert Christian of 
the 15th Missouri Cavalry was specifically visited as he was the only Union soldier still buried in the cemetery. 
After the war, the Union casualties buried there after the two Battles of Newtonia were removed to Springfield 
National Cemetery. At that time, Lt. Christian’s grave was not marked and as such, was not disinterred. It was 
noted that the marker on his grave indicated he served in the 15th “MD” Cavalry, which was an obvious        
mistake. Members of the NBPA mentioned that a plan to correct this mistake is in the works. 
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Collector’s Corner                                 

Douglas Roussin, PCC 

General Thomas C. Fletcher, Camp 47      |       October—December 2024 

Presentation Badges of the Grand Army 

All members of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War are familiar with the membership 

badge of the Grand Army of the Republic.  This badge has undergone many changes over its 

lifetime.  Members who were officers of the GAR had ribbons with side strips to denote they 

held an office at the post (blue), department (red) or were part of the national (yellow)           

organization. The eagle pin bar at the top would also be replaced by a special pin bar             

representing the office being held.  Upon leaving the office, this special pin bar would then be 

attached to the ribbon.   Rules stated that only the highest rank should be placed on the ribbon.  

Most men if they had held more that one position ignored this one pin bar rule and attached a 

bar for each office held.  Thus, collectors have found membership badges with not only one but 

two, three and even more rank bars. 

If a person held the same position, say post commander, for many years and had been energetic 

in that position and very popular among its members; the members sometimes honored him 

with a banquet and testimonial.  If the post members could afford it, the past post commander 

might be presented with a special presentation badge.  These badges might be made of silver or 

gold or a combination of each.  In some cases, the badge might be solid gold.  Today these 

presentation badges are quite rare and more often than not quite expensive. 

I recently went on a road trip with my wife Kathie to Pennsylvania.  And of course, if you go to 

Pennsylvania you must stop at Gettysburg.  This trip was no exception.  While there, we 

stopped at the Horse Soldier, a military shop specializing in Civil War memorabilia.  In the 

shop, I noticed several Grand Army presentation badges for sale.  I asked and was given       

permission to photograph them.  This brings us to this Collector’s Corner, Presentation Badges 

of the G.A.R.   

I have enlarged these badges a little more than normal so that the marvelous details can better be 
seen. The information researched by the Horse Soldier is being used and, in some cases, I added 
a little additional information. The first badge shown is from the collection of my friend Everett 
Bowles of Georgia who has over the years let me photograph many items for my books. The 
rest of the badges are from the Horse Soldier in Gettysburg.  I truly thank the staff members for 
their time, patience and help.  Without it this Collector’s Corner would not be possible.  Also, I 
wanted to end this year on a golden note. 
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Engraved to Richard H. Tyner 
Richard Tyner lived in Tyner City, Indiana.  On September 
5, 1861, he enlisted in Co. D, 9th Indiana Infantry. He     
remained in the army until September 28th, 1865. He      
enlisted as a Corporal and rose through the ranks being 
promoted to Sgt., then 1st Sgt., and finally to 1st Lieutenant 
October 1, 1864. 

This gold presentation badge has a background ribbon 
with a flag and two red stripes indicating a position in a 
department.  The rank bar has two stars giving him the 
rank of Department Commander. The drop is an          
equilateral triangle with a red stone. The triangle           
represents the 4th Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland.  
The red stone represents the First Division of that Corps. 

George Cheeks Presentation Badge 
This gold badge was presented to Department             
Commander, George H. Cheeks.  The badge was found in 
its original tattered box.  Below the rank bar are two stars. 
This indicates a department commander.  There is a gold 
ribbon with 2nd R. I. Inft. This holds a red drop which  
represents a corps badge with Co. D.  This particular     
design was used by the 6th Army Corp, Army of the        
Potomac, red indicating the First Division.  Engraved on 
the back is: Presented to—Past Dept. Com’dr—George H. 
Cheek—by his comrades of—Rhode Island—April 6th—
1914. 
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Post 560 Presentation Badge 
This badge was presented to Post Commander Mich          
Riardan for his years of service to the post.  The Gold badge 
has the G.A.R. membership eagle holding a bar with Post 
560 and    another bar which says Chicago.  Between the 
bars is a Camp Commanders rank bar with an unusual     
eagle.  Part of the enamel background is gone.  The five 
points of the membership star are decorated with              
diamonds.  The reverse is inscribed:  Presented to P.C. (Post 
Commander) Mich Riardan—by—W.S. Hancock Post 560—
Dept. of Ill.—G.A.R.—Jan. 2—1894. 

George Hauier Presentation Badge 
This ornate gold badge was presented to George W. 
Hauier. The rank bar has a silver eagle on a blue 
enameled background. The eagle indicates a Post 
Commander.  Below the rank bar is a red star drop 
which has Battery F, 4th U.S. art’y.  The star was the 
emblem of the12th Army Corps, Army of the           
Potomac. Red indicates the 1st Division of that corp. 
On the reverse is inscribed: Presented to—Past   
Commander—Geo. W. Houier—Commander of—Post 

63—Jan. 4, 1893—
Commander—1892.    

The small gold pin on the left was presented to George Hauier 
along with the badge.  
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Robert Morrison Presentation Badge 

This beautiful badge was presented to Post Commander Robert 
Morrison upon retiring from that position. Below the rank bar 
is a gold drop with an Indian holding a bow.  This is the symbol 
of the Department of Massachusetts. Below this is a bar which 
has post 40. Post 40 was the Hiram G. Berry Post.  This post 
was located in Malden, Mass.  The reverse is inscribed:         
Presented to –Past Com’der Robert Morrison—by—Post 40—
GAR—Malden—Jan. 7, 1904.Morrison enlisted Jan. 1, 1862, as 
a private in Co. L, 1st Heavy Artillery.  He mustered out Sept. 
25, 1865, in Washington, D.C.  Robert Morrison died Feb. 26, 
1918, in Malden, Mass.  

E. L. Smith Presentation Badge 

This beautiful solid gold badge was made and presented 
to E. L. Smith. He belonged to John E. Beam, Post No. 
92. One bar indicates that he was a Past Commander. 
The membership star is surrounded by a silver wreath. 
The whole badge is accented by a red, white and blue 
ribbon. The reverse has: Won by –E. L. Smith. This is an 
unusual inscription.  
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Ernst Lutters Presentation Badge 

On the front of this badge is the name of the      

recipient, Ernst Lutters. Printed on the           

membership star in blue enamel is, Adam Wirth 

Post 451, Dept. of N. Y. , G.A.R. The red drop     

denotes 1st Division, 3rd Army Corps, Army of the 

Potomac. Four smaller red stones surround the 

larger stone.  The reverse has: Presented—by the 

Comrades—as a token of Esteem—and Regard—

Feb. 28, 1887.  

Ernest was 19 years old when he enlisted on April 
7, 1865, in Co. F, 131st New York Infantry. This 
was just a few days before the end of the war. He 
mustered out July 26, 1865, in Savannah, Georgia. 

Henry C. Cann Presentation Badge 

The rank bar at top has the date 1903 and is holding 
a white star drop. The star was the emblem of the 12th 
Army Corps, white being the 2nd Division. Behind the 
star are crossed muskets which hold the large     
membership star. The badge is accented by a black 
ribbon. The reverse has: Presented to—P.P. (Past 
Post) Commander—Henry C. Cann—Jan’y 5, 1904, by 
Gen. U. S. Grant Post No. 5, G.A.R.—Served as    
Commander 1903—Co. B, 29 Pa. Inf.—Co. C, 17 VRC 
(Veteran Reserve Corp). It is a wonder that this much 
information could be inscribed on the reverse. Henry 
C. Cann was just 17 when he marched with Gen. 
Sherman on his famous “March to the Sea.”   
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An Article by Sumner Hunnewell, PDC 
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Is there a Sons of Union Veterans Camp in 

your neck of the woods? Find out more 

about us at http://suvcwmo.org 

Note that while some camps may not have reported         

exclusive activities this time, members of camps across the 

Department participate in each other’s events, and events 

sometimes go unreported.  

Lillie Camp #6 – Jefferson City, MO 

Lillie Camp #6 sent a Missouri 
state flag to the Ensign John 
Davis Camp 10, an SUVCW 
camp in London, England, to 
honor the estimated 1,300 
American Civil War veterans 
buried there. The UK camp has 
identified many graves and   
continues research to locate  
others, highlighting the lasting 
global impact of the war. 

In other Lillie Camp news, the Civil War History Symposium recordings are now up in a playlist on the State              
Archives’  YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfp960XPI8Z3oMEcbSgRLLURWHqfb2Cdl
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Wilhelmi Camp #17 – Washington, MO 

(Above Left)  Jr. Vice 
Pat Burke,Brother 
Walt Larson, and 

Brother Ron Burke, 
PCC, at the Franklin 
County History Fair. 

(Right) Brother Ron 

Burke PCC and  

Brother Glen Alsop 

PDC at Ol Iron works 

Days St. James, MO. 

(Above Right) Sr. 
Vice Gary Dunakey, 

Brother Tom Jett 
and Brother Glen 

Alsop PDC at 
Brother Jett’s    
surprise 80th  

birthday party  
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Phelps Camp #66 – Springfield, MO 
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U.S. Grant Camp #68 – St. Louis, MO 
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Lt. Col. St. James Camp #326 – Ste. Genevieve, MO 

 

Congratulations to the Department of Missouri’s own  

Sumner Hunnewell, PDC 

for receiving the DAR Medal of Honor,    

DAR’s highest accolade, on November 2nd! 
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Lt. Col. St. James Camp #326 – Ste. Genevieve, MO 
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Lt. Col. St. James Camp #326 – Ste. Genevieve, MO 
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Lt. Col. St. James Camp #326 – Ste. Genevieve, MO 
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Lt. Col. St. James Camp #326 – Ste. Genevieve, MO 
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Lt. Col. St. James Camp #326 – Ste. Genevieve, MO 
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Lt. Col. St. James Camp #326 – Ste. Genevieve, MO 
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General Order #5, 10 October 2024— 

Disasters in the Southeast — How We As Sons Can Help 

1. Brothers, by now, you are all well aware of the tragic events that occurred as a result of          

Hurricane Helene throughout the Southeast. And just yesterday, Hurricane Milton’s wrath has 

befallen Florida. The devastation is unimaginable and widespread. Currently, we are unaware of 

any particular Brothers in need, however it is clear that our fellow citizens and their               

communities are suffering and in dire need of assistance.  

2. Therefore, I urge all Brothers to look to one of the most important tenets of our Order, Charity, 

and consider making a contribution to the Hurricane Relief Fund of your choice.  

3. Additionally, I have directed our National Chaplain, Brother Douglas Jones, to be the            

point-of-contact for Brothers directly affected by these natural disasters and gather any and all 

pertinent information regarding their situation and/or needs. Chaplain Jones will update our 

National leadership team who will work diligently to provide assistance to the fullest extent   

possible. Chaplain Jones can be contacted via email: chaplain@suvcw.org  

4. Finally, in light of these catastrophes, I call on each Brother to keep the fate of those affected at 

the fore of our prayers and meditations. 

 

General Order #6, 22 October 2024— 

Passing of Past Department of Ohio Commander James H. “Jim” Houston, Jr. 

It is with great sorrow and sadness that I have the duty to report the passing of Past Department Com-
mander James H. “Jim” Houston on Saturday, October 19, 2024. Also known by many as “Tex,” PDC 
Houston served the National Organization of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and the De-
partment of Ohio with distinction, notably serving as Commander of our Ohio Brothers in 2002. 

Brother Houston’s deep love for and commitment to the Order was reflected on multiple levels. Brother 
Jim served as Chair of the National Encampment Site Committee for eleven years from 2001 until 2012. 
A reliable fixture at many National Encampments, Brother Jim’s deep obligation to the Order was mir-
rored in his having held numerous offices in the General Lytle Camp 10 and his dual membership in the 
Richard Enderlin Camp 73 of Chillicothe, Ohio. Of particular note at the time of his passing, Brother Jim 
was the Secretary – Treasurer of the SUVCW Charitable Foundation.  

Brother Jim’s demise is not only a tremendous loss to our Order, but it leaves an enormous void in his 
community. A stalwart and proud citizen of great distinction, Brother Jim will be mourned far and wide. 
We stand with his beloved family and friends lamenting the loss of a good, good man.  

A Memorial Service will be held on Thursday, October 24, 2024, at 12:30pm at: Sycamore Presbyterian 

Church 11800 Mason Road Cincinnati, OH 45249 (Of note – there will be NO visitation). 
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In homage to our departed Brother it is hereby ordered that the National Website, Charters of all        

Department and Camps and membership badges be draped in black for a period of 30 days from the 

date of this General Order.  

General Order #7, 17 November 2024— 

Regarding General Order #22, Series 2023 – 2024: Policy Loan and/or Deposit of           

Artifacts Policy Vendor Tables Deposit Agreement Form 80 Sections 1 and 3 -                   

RESCINDED  

It has come to the attention of the Commander-in-Chief and the Council of Administration that certain 

properties, specifically, Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) records may be in or come into the         

possession of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW). Provisions exist in the SUVCW 

Congressional Charter, the Deed of Conveyance between the G.A.R. and the SUVCW, and the National 

Policy on Records of the Grand Army of the Republic (August 2013) which directs the SUVCW to return 

said records to the communities where Grand Army posts were located, so far as possible, for the use 

and benefit of the communities where such posts were located. As such, in addition to other concerns, 

Sections 1 and 3 of General Order #22, Series 2023 – 2024, Policy Loan and/or Deposit of Artifacts   

Policy Vendor Tables Deposit Agreement Form 80 present potential conflicts with the aforementioned 

documents.  

Therefore, it is hereby ordered:  

• Sections 1 and 3 of General Order #22, Series 2023 – 2024, Policy Loan and/or Deposit of Artifacts 

Policy Vendor Tables Deposit Agreement Form 80 is rescinded.  

• The National Committee on Program & Policy is instructed to conduct a thorough review of the re-

scinded National Policy regarding the loan and/or deposit of artifacts and any and all objects includ-

ing, but not limited to, Charters, memorabilia, ephemera, etc. along with the rescinded Form 80 and 

report their findings and recommendations to the Council of Administration. The National Commit-

tee on Program & Policy is encouraged to consult with National Officers and Committees along with 

subject matter experts who may provide relevant input germane to the issue.  

• Any Form 80 completed and executed prior to the issuance of this General Order remain in full   

effect.  

Of special importance, this Order does not affect the National Policy regarding the National                  

Encampment Vendor/Display Program. Said Policy remains in place.  
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Special Message #1, 26 November 2024— 

Our Thanksgiving Message 

Having entered this week of thanks and gratitude, we want to express our sincere appreciation for the 

opportunity to serve you and our Orders as Commander-in-Chief and National President. We are deeply 

grateful.  

In his Thanksgiving Proclamation of 1864, President Abraham Lincoln called for the Nation to pray for 

healing, harmony, and tranquility. His words stirred the hearts and minds of our ancestors, girding them 

with courage and resolve.  

As we observe this Thanksgiving, may we celebrate their bravery, dedication and commitment to the 

cause of the Union. Let us re-dedicate ourselves to honoring their memory and their selfless service.  

To you, our Brothers and Sisters, it is our hope you enjoy a bountiful harvest with family and friends this 

Thanksgiving! God speed and safe travels on your journeys. 

 

General Order #8, 1 December 2024— 

Passing of Past Department of Missouri Commander and Charitable Foundation        

Chairman Robert M. Petrovic 

My Brothers, I have the sad obligation to convey to you the passing of Past Department Commander 

Robert M. Petrovic on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday November 28, 2024. PDC Petrovic was also the 

Chairman of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War - Charitable Foundation. Known by most as 

simply “Brother Bob,” he was a force at the Camp, Department and National Organization levels. His 

superb management of the Foundation helped provide much needed funding for the many worthy chari-

ties and projects our Order supports. 

While it would be impossible to note all of his many achievements, in 1996 Brother Bob became the first 

Commander of the reorganized Department of Missouri. In a few short years he helped organize the 

memorable 2001 National Encampment in Springfield, Missouri and again he was instrumental in host-

ing the 2007 event in St. Louis. For well over a decade Brother Bob, with able assistance from his be-

loved wife Cher, steered the annual President Lincoln Tomb Ceremony and associated gatherings. This 

signature event shines a bright and very complimentary light on our Order and Brother Bob’s tireless 

work helped make that happen.  
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There is one particular aspect of Brother Bob’s membership that I find especially poignant, and this is 

something that speaks directly to his character, pride and sense of duty. Many of you may not know that 

for a significant period, Brother Bob’s membership in our Order was that of an Associate. As we honor 

the courage and sacrifice of all those who helped preserve the Union most of us have a familial relation 

to one or more of these brave men. But Brother Bob came in to our Order without that bond, and yet that 

did not detract from his dedication to our tenets of venerating those heroes. It was not until 2012 that he 

was able to discover a Union ancestor. And although his membership status may have changed, Brother 

Bob’s resolve and dedication to serve remained steadfast.  

No one should be surprised that Brother Bob’s dedication to service was far from limited to just our   

Order. A devoted first responder, Brother Bob had an illustrious career in the fire service retiring from 

the Affton, Missouri Fire Department as a Captain. We join together as Brothers with his family and his 

community mourning his passing.  

Cards of condolence may be addressed to his wife (Sister) Cher Petrovic at: 6519 Cherokee Lane Cedar 

Hill, MO 63016-2527 In homage to our departed Brother it is hereby ordered that the National Website, 

Charters of all Department and Camps and membership badges be draped in black for a period of 30 

days from the date of this General Order.  

General Order #9, 14 December 2024— 

Real Son and Brother William Pool Approaching his 100th Birthday 

It gives me great pleasure to announce the upcoming 100th birthday of Real Son and Brother William 

Pool of Bolivar, Missouri. Brother Pool is the son of Charles Pool who served in Company “D” of the 6th 

West Virginia Volunteers. Of great importance, Brother Pool is the last remaining son of a Union veteran 

who holds membership in our Order. Brother Pool, a World War II veteran, will celebrate his birthday 

on Monday, January 13, 2025.  

In this joyous holiday season, we as an Order have much to be thankful for and Brother Pool’s upcoming 

birthday milestone is a poignant reminder of our connection to all of those who put their lives on the line 

for the cause of Union. It is the link that binds us together as Brothers. By recognizing his upcoming 

birthday, we demonstrate our deep respect and admiration for all who honorably served, and, it is a de-

fining statement of how we value our beloved brotherhood.  

Therefore, as Brothers all, I respectfully ask each one of you to consider sending a card with your     

birthday wishes to Brother Pool. It is my understanding he enjoys receiving mail! Please address your 

card of happy birthday wishes to: Brother William Pool Parkview Health Care Facility 119 W Forest St 

Bolivar, MO 65613-1316. 
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Special Message #2, 23 December 2024— 

Season’s Greetings! 

At this very special time of year, we reach out to you in the spirit of our forefathers who saved our be-

loved Union. Much like our ancestors who came from every background and faith imaginable, we as 

Brothers and Sisters come together as one to celebrate the holidays. It is a time of giving and remember-

ing, and it is also a time to support one another.  

We all know this time of year can be busy and overwhelming. It also can be very stressful for those who 

do not share the merriment of the season. Whether it be the sadness of losing a loved one, illness or oth-

er personal challenge, we, as your Brothers and Sisters, are here for you. Always remember, our fraternal 

ties bind us together as one. The Boys in Blue depended on and needed each other – let that same spirit 

of reliance and togetherness manifest itself fraternally in each of our lives today.  

As we reflect on this time of year and the fraternal bonds we have built, may this holiday season bring 

you joy, happiness, and the good health that you truly deserve. It has been an incredible journey thus far 

with all of you, and we thank you for your positive inspiration and support. We look forward in the new 

year to continue forging with you our paths of achievements. May you enjoy the holidays to their fullest. 

We wish you glad tidings.  

Was your ancestor an officer for the Union during the Civil War? 

The Military Order Of The Loyal Legion Of The United States (MOLLUS) is 

the first and oldest Civil War Fraternal Organization in the United States. It 

was founded on April 20, 1865, by former Civil War Officers. Male                

descendants of Civil War Officers who honorably served in the Army, Navy, 

Marine Corps, or Revenue Cutter Service may be eligible for membership as 

Hereditary or Associate Companions.  

MOLLUS Missouri Commandery 

 Daniel Jackson, Commander    Randal A. Burd, Jr., Senior Vice-Commander 

  Gary Scheel, Junior Vice-Commander 

 Dale Crandell, Treasurer                   Walter Busch, Recorder 

https://www.suvcwmo.org/mo-mollus.html 

https://www.suvcwmo.org/mo-mollus.html
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The Missouri Unionist Ad/Swap Section 

All camps are entitled to advertising pages. Raffles Permitted! 
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G.A.R. NAME TAGS PERFECT FOR ANY 

ALLIED ORDER OR CIVIL WAR MUSEUM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pin or Magnet Backing or Made to Slide into your Jacket Pocket. 

$20.00 INCLUDES SHIPPING! 

Check to: “GAR – Central Region Association” 

Send to: 

Walt Busch 

1240 Konert Valley Dr, Fenton, MO 63026 

Questions wbusch@suvcwmo.org 
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If anyone is interested in adopting this information display  of the 
24th Missouri “Lyon Legion,” let us know at Unionist@suvcwmo.org! 
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DEPARTMENT OF 
MISSOURI 

SONS OF UNION 
VETERANS 

OF THE CIVIL WAR 

 
Membership in the Sons of Union    

Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) is 

open to all male descendants, whether 

through lineal or collateral line, and not 

less than 14 years of age who: (1) are a 

blood relative of a soldier, sailor, marine 

or member of the Revenue Cutter Service, 

who was regularly mustered and served 

honorably in, was honorably discharged 

from or died in the service of the Army, 

Navy, Marine Corps or Revenue Cutter 

Service of the United States of America or 

in such state regiments called to active 

service and was subject to orders of 

United States general officers between 

April 12, 1861 and April 9, 1865; (2) have 

never been convicted of any infamous or 

heinous crime and (3) have, or whose 

ancestor through whom membership is 

claimed, has never voluntarily borne arms 

against the government of the United 

States.  

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Department of Missouri 
Sons of Union Veterans 

of the Civil War 
Randal A. Burd, Jr., PDC 
Editor, Missouri Unionist 

716 N. Shepherd St. 
Ironton, MO 63650 

 

E-mail: unionist@suvcwmo.org 

 
 

8th—March Business Meeting: Missouri River Regional Library, 214 Adams Street, Jefferson City, 
Missouri , 10am  


