
(Pilot Knob, Missouri) —  The Sons of Union Veterans of 

the Civil War is not a re-enacting group. That being said, 

some of our organization’s members are reenactors and 

enthusiastically participate in recreations of battles from 

the American Civil War. The 160th anniversary of the 

Battle of Pilot Knob in Pilot Knob, Missouri, was no     

exception.  

On the weekend of September 27-29, Confederate and 

Union uniforms formed ranks on the scenic Ozark    

landscape, canons fired, smoke filled the air, men on 

horseback chased each other across the field as a throng 

of spectators had an opportunity to imagine what life 

was like not only in the thick of battle but during a time    

period so different from the present that it can be       

difficult to wrap one’s head around the reality of it all.  

This is where members of the Department of Missouri 

and the Louisa Volker Auxiliary shined. Those members 

of the Department who are reenactors not only took to 

the field to demonstrate 19th century battle tactics, but 

remained in the Union camp throughout the weekend to 

answer the questions of curious onlookers, explaining 

the intricacies of life in camp and on the march, and   

under fire during the American Civil War. 

Additionally, members of the Department also held an 

additional educational event and tour on Friday as part 

of a “Victory in Missouri, 1864,” series while other   

members wore period clothing throughout the weekend 

and worked various booths where they not only sold 

themed and period merchandise but also offered valua-

ble instruction that explained the context of their wares.    

Participation in these events and others like them are 

just some of the ways our members keep the service and 

sacrifice of Union soldiers alive in the public conscience. 
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More Pictures of the 160th anniversary of the Battle of Pilot Knob 
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James Henry Stebbings (1937-2021) was a prominent epidemiologist whose career spanned several        
decades, marked by significant contributions to public health and environmental research. Born on        
November 5, 1937, in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Stebbings pursued higher education with dedication. He 
received his Bachelor of Science degree in Geography from St. Louis University in 1960 and later earned 
a Doctorate of Science in Epidemiology from Johns Hopkins University’s School of Hygiene and Public 
Health in 1969. 

Stebbings' professional journey began in 1963 as a Research Assistant in Epidemiology at the University 
of Buffalo, New York. His role as Project Director for a Respiratory Disease Study at the Medical and 
Health Research Association of New York City from 1967 to 1970 was pivotal in shaping his research 
focus. After this, he joined the University of Minnesota as an Assistant Professor in the Division of    
Epidemiology from 1970 to 1973. 

In 1974, Stebbings transitioned to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in North Carolina as an     
Epidemiologist, where he worked until 1977. His expertise in epidemiology was further showcased when 
he became Group Leader of the Epidemiology Group at Los Alamos National Laboratory in New      
Mexico,  serving from 1977 to 1979. He returned to the University of Minnesota as a tenured Associate 
Professor from 1980 to 1981, before taking on leadership roles at Argonne National Laboratory. There, 
he was Group Leader and Acting Section Head of Environmental Health from 1981 to 1990. 

After his tenure at Argonne, Dr. Stebbings became the Senior Research Epidemiologist at the National   
Institute of Occupational Safety and Health in Cincinnati from 1992 to 1993. He also held a position as 
Principal Associate at Midwest Epidemiology Associates in Naperville, Illinois, contributing to the field 
until 2003. Throughout his career, Stebbings was involved in teaching and held adjunct positions at       
esteemed institutions, including Columbia University, New York University, and the University of     
Chicago, where he played a significant role in shaping future epidemiologists. 

Stebbings' scholarly contributions were extensive, with numerous publications in prestigious journals 
such as Environmental Research, American Journal of Epidemiology, and Health Physics. His         
research notably focused on the health effects of radionuclides, including radium and plutonium,      
significantly  influencing the field of environmental epidemiology. 

In addition to his professional achievements, Dr. Stebbings was deeply engaged in historical and civic    
activities. He was a long-time member of U.S. Grant Camp #68, Department of Missouri, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, deriving membership from his ancestor, Jacob Hagle, who served in the    
Union Army during the Civil War. He contributed to the Department of Missouri, SUVCW, by develop-
ing programs to honor students writing about patriotic history and donated items to support the              
organization’s initiatives. 

In 2020, due to health issues, he moved to Naperville, Illinois, to receive care from his ex-wife. Despite 
his declining health, he remained active in his community and continued his involvement with the    
SUVCW until his passing in July 2021. 

Dr. James Stebbings left a legacy of dedication to public health, significant research contributions, and 

a commitment to historical preservation, making a lasting impact in both epidemiology and community   

service. 

IN MEMORIAM: 

DR. JAMES HENRY STEBBINGS 

U.S. GRANT CAMP #68 - ST. LOUIS, MO 

1937—2021 



4 

 

It seems I jinxed myself by talking up our 60-pages last issue. This one 

comes in at 40 for several reasons, but I think it should be an enjoyable 40 

pages to peruse. At the risk of sounding redundant, I am proud to be a part 

of this organization that is so active and so dedicated to such noble         

pursuits. The 160th anniversary of the Battle of Pilot Knob, which took 

place here in Arcadia Valley on September 27-29, is featured a lot in this 

issue. Its proximity to our usual publication date is a big factor in the slight 

delay of this quarter’s issue of the Missouri Unionist.  

While unfortunately I had to work my day job during Friday’s activities, I 

was able to attend some of the events on Saturday and Sunday. This big 

event and reenactment takes place every three years, and I always enjoy 

seeing several members of the Department of Missouri, Sons of Union       

Veterans of the Civil War (and the Auxiliary) participating. There is a lot to 

see and do and learn about, and it is neat to see what I am sure is a           

tremendous amount of planning result in an unequivocal success for all involved.  

As I mentioned on the front page, the Department of Missouri is conducting a “Victory in Missouri, 

1864” event campaign this fall. There are events across the state to attend; they are shared on the 

back page of this newsletter and elsewhere. If I missed mentioning anything, I do apologize. This  

issue covers July through September of 2024, and I have tried to mention the various activities which 

have taken place, from Grant Remembrance Day at White Haven in July to the aforementioned    

Battle of Pilot Knob event just a couple of days ago. I would also like to take this opportunity to             

congratulate Past Department Commander Dale Crandell in his election to the National Council of      

Administration. Dale has put a lot of time and effort into our Order, and it is always good to see those 

so committed to our success attain positions to realize the continuation of that success.     

I could definitely use a hand in the form of designated camp members from each camp submitting 

information and pictures of their camps’ activities. And while Brother Douglas Roussin does a     

wonderful job with the “Collector’s Corner,” there is plenty of room in the newsletter for articles on 

your Union ancestors and related interests. As always, recruit like this organization’s future depends 

on new generations of members. And as we approach the season in our civic calendar where we too 

often forget the commonalities which bind us together, make an extra effort to—in the final words of 

Secretary of State William Henry Seward—”love one another.”  

In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 

- The Editor 

FROM THE EDITOR:  
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Collector’s Corner                                 

Douglas Roussin, PCC 

General Thomas C. Fletcher, Camp 47      |       July—September 2024 

I Did It Again—Another Discovery 

In the October/December 2023 Collector’s Corner, I talked about a small box of ribbons I found while 

trying to get my relic room in order. I hadn’t seen this box in years and discovered that it contained the 
membership badges and around 75 assorted ribbons that had belonged to Pearl Drew from Michigan. I 
had totally forgotten about them. Well, I have done it again. My relic room is still a mess and the other 

day I got the urge to continue my work as the relics were begin-
ning to stack up and they were yelling at me to get them in order.   

This time I ran across an envelope that contained about 40      
ribbons and badges for the Ladies of the G.A.R. Most of the   
ribbons were from Minnesota. But unlike the box that contained 

the name Pearl Drew, this group did not have any information on 
the envelope when I purchased them, and the name of the      
original owner is lost to history. The dates on the ribbons ran 

from the Eighth Annual Convention, which was held in         
Minneapolis, 1900 to the 42nd Convention, 1934, which was also 
in Minneapolis. The other ribbons and badges included a white   

ribbon for the 22nd Annual Encampment, Minn. Div. S. of V. 
Auxiliary. The date on this ribbon is June 11, 1914.  

A membership badge with a blue border and four drops were also 
found. The blue border indicates an officer of the Circle. The 

drops included two Chaplains, one bronze and the other silver. I 
do not know the significance of the two colors. The other drops 
were for guard and conductor. One gray ribbon has O.E.S.      

Reception Committee. O.E.S. is the Order of the Eastern Star, 
another organization. The envelope contained a few duplicate 
ribbons. The ribbons are white, pink, gold, and shades of red. 

The collection was hidden away in a drawer, and I have no recollection as to when or where I pur-
chased them. 

The membership badge on the right was found in the envelope.  As you can see, it was probably the 
original badge worn by the lady. The American flag is in tatters.  
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This membership badge, also found in the       
envelope, has four drops and the side border is 

blue.  The blue border indicates an officer within 
the Circle.  The four drops have the name of the 

offices held by the lady.  These badges have been 

observed with 15 or 20 drops, showing how    
active the member was. 

The ribbons on the right contain the word     
Minnesota. The word Benson appeared on     

several ribbons. This was probably the name     
of the Circle. 

The white colored delegate ribbon on the left was 

made for the Sons of Veterans. It is dated June 

11, 1914. The gray ribbon simply has O.E.S.  

Reception Committee. The O.E.S. means Order 

of the Eastern Star, another organization the  

original owner probably belonged to. 

The Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic 

was first organized in 1881 as the Loyal Ladies 
League. They soon became one of the auxiliaries 

to the Grand Army of the Republic. Later, in 
1886, they changed their name to the Ladies of 

the G.A.R.   
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Their mission is to teach patriotism and preserve the history of our ancestors. Their members are   

involved in volunteer work in hospitals and their pet project is supplying support animals to veterans 

in need. The Veteran’s history is preserved by the Ladies recording the stories. They also help restore 

monuments and work on battlefield preservation projects.   

And that’s a few of the many ribbons found while cleaning my den and relic room.   

Oh, by the way, “it’s still a mess”. 
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Is there a Sons of Union Veterans Camp in 

your neck of the woods? Find out more 

about us at http://suvcwmo.org 

Note that while some camps may not have reported         

exclusive activities this time, members of camps across the 

Department participate in each other’s events, and events 

sometimes go unreported.  
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Department of Missouri 

Brothers Vern Stottlemyer 

PDC, Glen Alsop PDC, Paul 

Teague PCC, and Brother 

Greg Walter attended the 

Bible Grove Preservation 

Days at the Bible Grove 

School in Scotland County 

on Aug. 16-18.    

Wilhelmi Camp #17 – Washington, MO 
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Wilhelmi Camp #17 – Washington, MO (continued) 

(Left)  Glen Alsop PDC, Randel 
Baehr, PCC, and Brother Gary     

Dunakey, all of Wilhelmi 
Camp, presented a check for 

$100.00 to Site Director Brian 
Bethel in memory of passed 

Brother Emmett Taylor PDC. 
The check is for the Friends of 

Fort Davidson. 

(Right)  PDC Glen Alsop and 

Brother Ron Burke at the 

Harney Mansion in Sullivan, 

MO.   
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Phelps Camp #66 – Springfield, MO 

Was your ancestor an officer for the Union during the Civil War? 

 

The Military Order Of The Loyal Legion Of The United States 

(MOLLUS) is the first and oldest Civil War Fraternal                  

Organization in the United States. It was founded on April 20, 

1865, by former Civil War Officers. Male descendants of Civil 

War Officers who honorably served in the Army, Navy, Marine 

Corps, or Revenue Cutter Service may be eligible for              

membership as Hereditary or Associate Companions.  

 

MOLLUS Missouri Commandery 

 Daniel Jackson, Commander    Randal A. Burd, Jr., Senior Vice-Commander 

  Gary Scheel, Junior Vice-Commander 

 Dale Crandell, Treasurer                   Walter Busch, Recorder 

https://www.suvcwmo.org/mo-mollus.html 

On Saturday, June 1, 2024 (the 
160th anniversary of the Battle of 
Cold Harbor, Virginia), members 

of Phelps Camp and the public 
gathered at the Lebanon City Cem-

etery to dedicate a Last Soldier 
marker in    honor of William Hen-

ry Turner, a member of the 2nd 
Connecticut Heavy    Artillery and 
Laclede    County’s last Union (and 

Civil War) veteran. 

Our thanks to past camp com-
mander Bob Clanton for his tire-
less work with the Lebanon City 
Cemetery caretaker to make this 
happen, and for recounting the 

bloody history of the 2nd Connect-
icut Heavy Artillery at Cold Har-

bor, and to Dade County historian 
Ken Elkins for sharing his research 

on the colorful “Uncle Billy” 
Turner. 

https://www.suvcwmo.org/mo-mollus.html
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U.S. Grant Camp #68 – St. Louis, MO 

U.S. Grant Remembrance Day — White Haven — July 27, 2024 
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U.S. Grant Camp #68 – St. Louis, MO (continued) 
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Lt. Col. St. James Camp #326 – Ste. Genevieve, MO 
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Lt. Col. St. James Camp #326 – Ste. Genevieve, MO 
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Lt. Col. St. James Camp #326 – Ste. Genevieve, MO 



  

 

A Timeline of Patriotic Significance 

Updated from a list first created by Dale Crandell, PDC 

 

As the GAR’s lawful heir, we are a patriotic and fraternal order, pledged to render loyal service to our country and       

promote American citizenship. Do you have additional revelent dates to feature in the Patriotic Instructor’s   

Message? Send them to the Department’s Patriotic Instructor (patriot@suvcwmo.org). 

 

SUVCW Flag Patriotism Certificate 

Any Camp Patriotic Instructor can present the SUVCW Flag Patriotism Certificate to a deserving individual,                  

organization, or company that proudly, conspicuously, and properly displays the U.S. Flag. Blank certificates can 

be ordered from the SUVCW Quartermaster Store for $1. If you have questions or want to elevate the          

presentation to the Department, please contact the Department Patriotic Instructor at patriot@suvcwmo.org. 

 

Navy Birthday 

Sunday, October 13th is the 249th birthday of the U.S. Navy. The Continental Congress            

authorized the procurement and manning of two ships on 13 October 1775 for service against 

the British Navy. From this simple beginning the Continental Navy grew to 20 ships by the end 

of the Revolutionary War including the Ranger and her famous commander, John Paul Jones, 

but this fleet was sold-off in 1783 at the end of the war. A standing naval warfare fleet was                    

re-established in 1794 and has remained in continuous service. 

The Union Navy’s primary mission during the American Civil War was blockade of Confederate ports, a form of 

economic warfare to starve the Confederacy from selling their cash crop: cotton. They also assisted the Union 

Army with their invasion of coastal cities in the Carolinas and capture of New Orleans. Important to naval       

history was the Battle of Hampton where the USS Monitor and CSS Virginia, the first two ironclads battled. 

For more information: https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/commemorations-toolkits/navy-

birthday.html. 

 

Missouri Day 

Missouri Day is the third Wednesday in October, which this year falls on October 16th. Anna 

Brosius Korn was a schoolteacher and Missouri native living in Oklahoma when she proposed 

in 1913 a day dedicated to celebrating Missouri across the country. She proposed October 1st 

honoring another Missourian, Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) who stated, “Missouri is at her 

best in October.” Anna lobbied for two years until Missouri Day was adopted as the first     

Monday in October in 1915. It was moved to the third Wednesday in 1969. Anna defined the 

day as:  

Primarily to unite all organizations in bonds of fraternal feeling; to foster a love for our history; to teach 

the rising generations of boys and girls the glories of Missouri; to encourage patriotism and promote all 

lines of interest in our forward march of progress. 

 

For more information: https://www.sos.mo.gov/default.aspx?PageID=5963 

mailto:patriot@suvcwmo.org
https://suvcw-qm-store.square.site/s/shop
mailto:patriot@suvcwmo.org
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/commemorations-toolkits/navy-birthday.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/commemorations-toolkits/navy-birthday.html
https://www.sos.mo.gov/default.aspx?PageID=5963
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 Election Day 

The first Tuesday after the first Monday in even years is Election Day. Tuesday, 

November 5th is Election Day throughout the United States. For some the election 

season has already started with mail-in and in-person absentee voting. The    

practice of voting by mail has roots in the American Civil War. Most northern 

states authorized Union camps to form special election boards and voter           

registration for soldiers to vote in the 1864 Presidential election between           

incumbent Republican Abraham Lincoln and Democrat George McClellan. 

 

Whatever your politics or party affiliation, vote; it is one of the greatest rights in the United States. 

 

Marine Corps Birthday 

Sunday, November 10th is the 249th birthday of the U.S. Marine Corps. The Continental Con-

gress authorized two battalions of Marines on 10 November 1775 of “good seamen or so ac-

quainted with maritime affairs as to be able to serve for and during the present war with 

Great Britain and the Colonies.” Philadelphia’s Tun Tavern is regarded as the Corps         

birthplace, where the first Marines were recruited by Captain Samuel Nicholas. The           

Continental Marines were disbanded at the end of the Revolutionary War in 1783 and            

re-established in 1798 by an Act of Congress and has remained in continuous service.   

 

The Union Marine Corps strength did not exceed 2,000 for the duration of the war. Being the infantry for the 

Union Navy, they were in combat at Fort Sumter, Battle of Honey Hill, Battle of Drewry’s Bluff, and 2nd Battle of 

Fort Fisher. 

 

For more information: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Marine_Corps_birthday 

 

Veterans Day 

 

Veterans Day is Monday, November 11th. This national holiday, originally Armistice Day 

commemorating the end of the First World War honors the 24.9 million who served in 

our military, from the Revolutionary War to today’s United States Armed Forces. An    

important, core activity of our parent organization, the GAR, was the care and welfare of 

veterans. As the heirs of the GAR, the SUVCW has a responsibility for the care and       

welfare of our modern veterans.   

 

SUVCW brothers who served honorably in the Armed Forces are authorized to wear the Military Service Medal. 

Brothers who received a Campaign Ribbon-Medal are authorized to wear the War Medal. 

 

For more information: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veterans_Day 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Marine_Corps_birthday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veterans_Day
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 National Guard Day 

National Guard Day is celebrated on December 13th and commemorates the first North      

American militia force established in 1636 to protect Massachusetts Bay. The citizen-soldier 

has served America in war, civil unrest, and natural disaster from colonial to modern times. 

The first effort to regulate state militias was the Militia Act of 1792. Our modern National 

Guard was organized under the National Defense Act of 1916; every state, territory, and district 

maintain a National Guard of soldiers and airmen for local emergencies, but they are also 

available for integration into the U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force for wartime service. 

While many states had militia during the American Civil War, the states need to raise large numbers of army  

regiments for federal service to meet their allotted quotas. Some state militias were transferred to federal service 

or called up for local battles. 

For more information: https://www.nationalguard.mil/Features/2021/385th-Birthday-The-National-Guard 

 

Wreaths Across America 

Wreaths Across America is Saturday, December 14th. What started in 1992 with the   

donation of 5,000 surplus wreaths placed at Arlington National Cemetery has grown 

into a national holiday season tradition.  Each December volunteers in all 50 states 

place wreaths at veteran gravesites. Although not a requirement, camps and brothers 

are asked to register the events with National Wreaths Across American Day at: 

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org. 

Tad Campbell, PCinC, is our Order’s current National Patriotic Instructor.  

You can find his monthly instructions at: 
https://suvcw.org/national-patriotic-instructor 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/Features/2021/385th-Birthday-The-National-Guard
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.
https://suvcw.org/national-patriotic-instructor
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General Order #20, 6 July 2024— 

Reinstatement of the Department of Connecticut 

By the authority vested in me as Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War, the National Constitution and Regulation, and National Policies, the following is ordered: 

1. General Order 19 (Series 2023-2024) suspended the Department of Connecticut in accordance 

 with Chapter II, Article 1, Section 10, of our National Regulations. Having successfully met all 

 requirements of that General Order, I hereby reinstate the Department of Connecticut effective 5 

 July 2024. All rights, privileges and responsibilities as member of the Sons of Union Veterans 

 are restored.  

 

General Order #21, 8 July 2024— 

Result General Order on Membership Qualifications Ratification 

By authority vested in me as Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. This 

ratification and amendment to the Constitution and Regulations of the Sons of Union Veterans of the 

Civil War is in effect the date of this General Order. In accordance to my General Order #2 

(Amendment) on Membership Qualification Ratification. The final result of the returns were monitor by 

National Secretary Daniel Murray, PDC, myself C-in-C Peter J. Hritsko and PC-in-C Donald Darby, 

Chairman of this Committee.  

The final vote decision result on General Order #2 (Amendment) PASSES.  

19 Departments Approved it. 

10 Departments Disapprove it. 

1 Department didn’t Vote.  

 

General Order #22, 9 July 2024— 

Policy Loan and/or Deposit of Artifacts; Policy Vendor Tables; Deposit Agreement Form 80 

These three policies stated below have been passed and approved by the Council of Administration of the 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  
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1. Policy of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Regarding the loan and/or deposit of artifacts 

and any and all objects including, but not limited to, Charters, memorabilia, ephemera, etc.  

2. Policy of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Regarding the National Encampment Vendor/

Display Program.  

3. Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War DEPOSIT AGREEMENT FORM 80. 

These policies can by found at: 

https://suvcw.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/GO22-2023-24.pdf 

 

General Order #23, 9 August 2024— 

National Encampment Awards 

By the authority vested in me as Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 

the National Constitution and Regulations, and National Policies, it is hereby ordered that the following 

awards be made at the 143rd National Encampment in Lexington, Kentucky.  

1. Meritorious service award with Gold Star: David W. Demmy Sr, Department of Pennsylvania, Daniel 

W. Murray, PDC, Department of New Hampshire, Phil Signor, Department of Columbia and Don 

Benson, PCC, Department of Columbia  

2. Meritorious Service Award: John Huffman Jr,PDC, Department of Ohio, John Buckler, Department 

of Kentucky, and Mike Flynn, DC, Department of Kentucky  

3. The Doctor Mary Edwards Walker Award: Sue Freshley, National President, ASUVCW from the   

Department off Ohio  

4. Elmer (Bud) Atkinson Lifetime Achievement Award 30 years of good service: David Martin,          

Department of New Jersey  

5. Certificate of Recognition: Jack Mills, Department of Kentucky, Bruce Fortin, Department of       

Kentucky, Kenneth Felton, Department of California/Pacific, Kent Dorr, Department of Ohio  

https://suvcw.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/GO22-2023-24.pdf
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6. Chaplain William Corby Award: None  

7. David R. Medert Award: None  

8. Abraham Lincoln Commander in Chief Award: Col. Robert Gould Shaw Camp #54, Department of 

Massachusetts 

9. Augusts P. Davis: Department of Pennsylvania 

10. U. S. Grant Cup: Department of Columbia  

11. Under Forty Award: Department of Pennsylvania 

12. Marshall Hope Award (Best Newsletter): Camp: The Harriet Lane-Lt Commander Edward Lea, USN 

Camp #2 of the Department of Texas Department: Buckeye Bugle, Tales of the G.A.R. Department of 

Ohio  

13. Joseph S. Rippey Award: None  

14. Horace Greeley Award: Department of North Carolina  

Please keep Brother Chaplain Jerry and Brother Department Commander of Michigan in your prayers. 

Both are home awaiting treatments. I would like to thank all the Brothers and Sister for coming to the 

National Encampment in Lexington Kentucky, wish them good wishes for the rest of the year. Special 

thanks to the Host Committee of the Department of Kentucky for a great job well done Brothers.       

Congratulations to the newly elected Commander-in-Chief Kevin L. Martin of the Sons of Union         

Veterans of the Civil War. Wishing you a successful year.   
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General Order #1, 3 August 2024— 

Congratulatory Wishes and Transferal of Command 

1. Having been elected and installed as Commander-in-Chief by the delegates assembled at the 143 rd 

Encampment of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, I am humbled by the trust and confi-

dence you have placed in me. As such, I will endeavor to perform each of the duties of the office in a 

manner befitting our Order and our forefathers.  

2. My earnest and genuine compliments are afforded to our outgoing Commander-in-Chief, Brother 

Peter Hritsko. Brother Peter’s daily management of the business of the Order on issues, both large 

and small, serves as an example for all. Peter, thank you for your service and your friendship. I wish 

you good health and fortune in the years ahead.  

3. 3. On behalf of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, I extend our congratulations to the in-

coming National Presidents of the Allied Orders: Cher Petrovic, Woman’s Relief Corps; Madeline 

Rock, Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic; and Rosemary Martin, Auxiliary to Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War. It has also come to my attention that the Daughters of Union Veterans of 

the Civil War will be announcing their incoming National President very soon and I will reach out to 

her personally, offering our most sincere best wishes. I truly am looking forward to our organiza-

tions working together and strengthening our relationships during the coming year.  

4. 4. The Commander-in-Chief’s headquarters is hereby transferred to 8209 Skipwith Drive, Frederick, 

Maryland 21702-9499. Correspondence for the Commander-in-Chief may be posted to the same ad-

dress. Electronic communications are the preferred method of correspondence and email is available 

at CinC@suvcw.org. Matters of an extremely urgent and emergency nature can be transmitted by 

text or telephone at 240-285-7603; 24/7. 

General Order #2, 3 August 2024— 

The founding of the Grand Army of the Republic in April, 1866 came with an inescapable truth – the  

ever-marching progression of time itself would eventually bring its existence to a close. Their action to 

endorse the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War as their successor came with great responsibility – 

to perpetuate the memory and legacy of the Boys in Blue. With great reverence and admiration, we em-

brace that honorable duty, but we must recognize and meet headon current challenges, and those in the 

future, that face our beloved Order. As we rapidly approach the quarter-point of the 21st century it 

should be obvious to all – we have no time to lose.  
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With that, I want you to know what you can count on in the months to come. As your Commander-in-

Chief, you have elected someone who is fully committed to the business of our Order – every, single, day. 

You can rest assured that this commitment has not been taken lightly and I am fully prepared and look 

forward to all of us meeting the challenges ahead. Also rest assured, each of our officers, both elected 

and appointed, along with our National Committee Chairs, have committed to giving their best to you. 

We are ready to serve each and every one of you, the Brothers of our Order. 

As important as these commitments are to the health and vitality of our Order, our successes will also be 

incumbent on you, our Brothers at the Camp and Department level. Therefore, as your Commander, I 

am asking you to give a bit more of yourselves. Our Order is filled with Brothers who possess a wide and 

valuable array of talents; special skills and levels of expertise that are the key to success and growth. 

Brothers, take the step forward and make yourselves known. In a word, share. The final victory achieved 

by the Union depended on commitments from the most lowly of Privates to the highest echelon of    

command. Our country needed every one of them and now, more than ever, our Order needs you. All of 

you. 

 Join us. Celebrate by being an important part of our Order that honors our Union heroes of the past. Be 

a part of our future.  

General Order #3, 30 August 2024— 

2024-2025 National Elected and Appointed Officers and National Committee Membership 

Brothers are hereby notified that the listing of the National elected and appointed officers, along with 

National Committee membership, has been posted on the website of the Sons of Union Veterans of the 

Civil War:  

https://suvcw.org/national-officers-and-committees  

As we work together to build an even stronger and more robust Order, please give these Brothers your 

utmost support and cooperation. 

 

https://suvcw.org/national-officers-and-committees
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General Order #4, 27 September 2024— 

Council of Administration Meetings —Attendance and Participation 

In the interest of greater efficiency and productivity, attendance at, and participation in, any and all offi-

cial meetings of the Council of Administration of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, to include, 

but not limited to, in-person gatherings, electronic meetings, discussions, consultations, etc. shall be 

limited to members of the said Council of Administration as defined in the Charter, Constitution and 

Regulations, Chapter III, Article VIII, §1 (A).  

Exception: Brothers in good standing who bring specialized subject matter expertise on particular topics 

germane to issues at hand shall be admitted attendance and participation at the sole discretion of the 

Commander-in-Chief or his designee.  

Did your know that the current National President of the 

Woman’s Relief Corps is Missouri’s own Cher Petrovic?  

Way to go, Cher! 
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The Missouri Unionist Ad/Swap Section 

All camps are entitled to advertising pages. Raffles Permitted! 
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G.A.R. NAME TAGS PERFECT FOR ANY 

ALLIED ORDER OR CIVIL WAR MUSEUM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pin or Magnet Backing or Made to Slide into your Jacket Pocket. 

$20.00 INCLUDES SHIPPING! 

Check to: “GAR – Central Region Association” 

Send to: 

Walt Busch 

1240 Konert Valley Dr, Fenton, MO 63026 

Questions wbusch@suvcwmo.org 
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If anyone is interested in adopting this information display  of the 
24th Missouri “Lyon Legion,” let us know at Unionist@suvcwmo.org! 
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DEPARTMENT OF 
MISSOURI 

SONS OF UNION 
VETERANS 

OF THE CIVIL WAR 

 
Membership in the Sons of Union    

Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) is 

open to all male descendants, whether 

through lineal or collateral line, and not 

less than 14 years of age who: (1) are a 

blood relative of a soldier, sailor, marine 

or member of the Revenue Cutter Service, 

who was regularly mustered and served 

honorably in, was honorably discharged 

from or died in the service of the Army, 

Navy, Marine Corps or Revenue Cutter 

Service of the United States of America or 

in such state regiments called to active 

service and was subject to orders of 

United States general officers between 

April 12, 1861 and April 9, 1865; (2) have 

never been convicted of any infamous or 

heinous crime and (3) have, or whose 

ancestor through whom membership is 

claimed, has never voluntarily borne arms 

against the government of the United 

States.  

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Department of Missouri 
Sons of Union Veterans 

of the Civil War 
Randal A. Burd, Jr., PDC 
Editor, Missouri Unionist 

716 N. Shepherd St. 
Ironton, MO 63650 

 

E-mail: unionist@suvcwmo.org 

 
 

 
4-5    Central Region Allied Orders Meeting - Jasper, IN 
12    9AM - Lillie Camp & Secretary of States Archive Price’s Raid Symposium, Secretary of State 
 Archives, Jefferson City, MO 
19-20  Kansas City, Missouri –Battles of the Big & Little Blues and of Westport—Westport, MO                                               

26  The Battle of Mine Creek & Newtonia—Newtonia, MO   

  
11    Traditional Veterans’ Day  


